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Shortly after Sir Michael Connal's death, Lady Connal 
was frequently asked if he had left anything of an auto- 
biographical nature which could be printed and circulated 
among his friends. It was suspected, perhaps known 
by a few, that Sir Michael had kept a Diary, but not 
even Lady Connal had any idea that for nearly sixty 
years he had kept an almost daily record of his life. 
There are in existence no less than seventeen volumes of 
closely written matter. These are continuous and written 
in the well-known lirm hand which he retained to the 
last To them he confided all his doings, feelings, and 
struggles ; to their pages he committed both his dis- 
couragements and successes. 

Lady Connal read the Diary herself and then gave it 
to me. After carefully reading it and considering the 
question of publication, I concluded that while the general 
tenor of the contents was strictly private, still copious 
extracts might be made from each year. The Diary 
throws so much light on the character and motives of Sir 
Michael that it will help to clear away much that has 
often caused his actions to be misinterpreted by those who 
did not understand or could not sympathize with him. 
The following entry shows that Sir Michael had contem- 
plated an autobiography, but probably want of time kept 
him from carrying out his purpose: 

" August 1 6, 1871 . — There are some things to do. 
. . . The writing of an autobiography, so that all my 
MSS, may be utilized for whoever may care to preserve the 
record." 
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PREFACE 



The living hand which could have given connection to 
the jottings and reminiscences of this Diary never even 
began the contemplated task, and no other hand can 
accomplish it successfully. The following brief notes have 
a purpose only in bringing into prominence a few of the 
leading ideas suggested by some degree of personal inter- 
course with Sir Michael and by a careful perusal of the 
letters and memorials he has left. 

As far as Sir Michael is personally concerned, the whole 
Diary might have been printed. His life will stand the 
keenest scrutiny, and his worst enemy would never subject 
him to such merciless criticism as he does himself. Had 
this Diary not been of such a private nature it would 
have been put into the hands of a more experienced editor, 
who could have given more time and undivided attention 
to it Of this, however, the reader may rest assured, that, 
as far as I can be conscious, my judgment has been 
unbiased. In the extracts I have made, my object has 
been to select what will show Sir Michael on all sides 
of his character. Where it was necessary to make 
insertions for the sake of clearness I have used square 
brackets, but as a rule the exact text has been given, 
even at the cost of expression. If even a few are impressed 
by the revelation of this quietly heroic life, my labour 
will not have been in vain, and I shall have helped him 
who is no longer with us further to realize his cherished 
wish and his earnest prayer, " to be useful in his day and 
generation." 

J. C. G. 

October, 1895. 
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BIOGRAPHICAL SKETCH. 



Sir Michael Connal was the elder son of Michael 
Connal of Parkhall, Stirlingshire, and was born at 42 
Miller Street, Glasgow, tlie house of his uncle William 
Connal, on iith August 1817. His father was a "Son 
of the Rock," the third son of Michael Connal,' Provost 
of Stirling, by his wife Marion Glas, and was born at 
Stirling I5t August 1785. Sir Michael's father was for 
many years in the naval service of the Honourable East 
India Company, and was in India at the time of his elder 
son's birth. Sir Michael's mother was Eliza Wright, 
daughter of William Wright of Broom, Stirlingshire. His 
father retired from the East India Company's service in 
18 iS and acquired the estate of Parkhall, in the parish 
of Killearn, Stirlingshire, and we find the family living 
there in that year. 

The estate of Parkhall is situated about two and a half 
miles from Killearn station, and is surrounded by most 
romantic scenerj', comprising the Western Grampians, the 
Campsie and the Fintry hills. From the moor near the 
house can be seen the deep woods of Buchanan and Loch 
Lomond lying among the lonely hills. The district is 
full of history and legend. At Killearn is the obelisk 
which reminds us that George Buchanan, the celebrated 
Scottish historian and scholar, was born in the neighbour- 
hood, and in the parish of Balfron are the estates of 
Ballindalloch and Edinbellie, the one the seat, probably 
the birthplace, of the " good " Eari of Glencairn, the 
other that of Napier of Merchiston, the famous inventor of 
' See Appendix A. 
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Logarithms. Over the door of the old house of Parkhall 
was the date of 1745. Sir Michael's earliest days were spent 
in the midst of this romantic scenery with its enchanted 
associations, and they made a deep and lasting impression 
on him. To one so susceptible to the beauty of nature 
and the influence of history, it was an ideal home, and 
the entries in the Diary tell how passionately he loved 
the hills and streams and trees of the district 

His father had two other cljildren — a son William who 
died at the age of six, and a daughter Frances Stevenson. 
He seems to have been very fond of his eldest child 
Michael, and endeavoured to create in him an interest in 
all his surroundings. There is an interesting entry re- 
ferring to these days under date 30th November 1880. 

But these bright days were not to last long. Mr. Connal 
had invested money in the business of two of his brothers 
whose adventures were unfortunate ; everything was lost, ' 
and Parkhall had to be sold in 1828. 

The whole countryside appears to have been sorry when 
the Connals left the district Mr. Connal led a busy, useful 
life, and was greatly liked and respected by all ranks 
and classes of the community. The Duke of Montrose, in 
proposing him for a Justice of Peace in 1823, bore testi- 
mony to his high character ; and on his leaving for India 
the inhabitants of the village of Balfron presented him 
with a richly chased silver snuffbox^ and an address which 
has a true heart-ring about it, and shows that his kindly 
interest in the people had drawn out their best feelings to 
him. He is spoken of as their friend and adviser, always 
easy of access, and his impartiality in his official duties 
is freely acknowledged. The Glasgow Herald devoted a 
column to the proceedings of the day in its issue of 
nth August 1828. 

Mr. Connal was a man of considerable natural ability, 

* The following inscription was engraved on its lid : " Presented to 
Michael Connal, Esq., on the eve of his departure for India, i8th July, 
1828, by the inhabitants of Balfron and neighbourhood, as a mark 
of the respect they have for his services amongst them as a puUic 
magistrate of the county, and of the esteem with which they remember 
his counsels as a friend.'' 
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and a Diary kept by him during i Sog, on a voyage in the 
" Neptune " to Bombay, is most interesting, and probably 
contributed to the formation of the idea in his son's mind 
of beginning and continuing a similar record. Mr. Connal 
returned to India with his wife and only daughter in 1828 
and became an indigo planter at Obia, but he died in the 
following year. 

Sir Michael's education began at the Grammar School 
of Glasgow, but he only remained there from 1826 till 
1827. In 1827 he was sent to the boarding .school of 
the Rev. Archibald Browning at Tillicoultry. Mr. Browning 
used to tell how thoughtful he was, and how bravely he 
behaved when he heard of his father's death. His grief was 
very great, but his sympathy and affection for his mother 
made him try to curb the expression of his own sorrow. 

Sir Michael's schooldays were very happy, and the follow- 
ing letter, which was kindly sent me by the daughter of 
the Rev. Archibald Browning, gives an interesting picture of 
these days : — 

4/A November, 1893. 

Dear Sir,—" 'Tis sixty years since " and more, and the vision througb 
such a vista musi be dim ; yet I remember Michael Connal at 
Tillicoultry as a boy of gentle, retiring manner, neai and tidy in dress, 
precise and methodical in all bis movements. I cannot say anything 
of the position he took as a scholar or student. I had the pleasure fflf 
meeting Sir Michael for the tirst lime since these early days, accidentally, 
not very long before his death. As a proof of very retentive memory on 
his part, he remarked, " You are like your mother/' and then he inquired 
particularly for the different members of the family. 

The year 1827 is rather memorable on one account. A number of 
the essays and translations of the pupils were printed, in pamphlet form, 
and circulated among friends. Among the contributors to that little 
brochure were :— Richard Mitchell, son of Dr. MiicheU of Wellington 
Street ; James Barlas ; Andrew Robertson and his brother James, late of 
Ncwrington. About the same time or a little later, Donald M'Gregor, 
late member for Leith ; John Millar, afterwards Lord Craighill ; 
Burns Kidston ; Peter M'Lagan, late member for West Lothian, and 
several others who attained prominent positions in life, were boarders at 
Tilly ; very few, t fear, remain to this day. The house and school are 
still to be seen, though very different from what they were, being broken 
op and let to various families. 

It was at Tillicoultry that he learned to love the Ochil 
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ills with a love and inspiration that remained with him all 
F through Hre. He tells in his Diary that before going to 
I London in 1835 he prayed on the top of Dumyat for 
light and guidance. It was part of the poetry of his life 
that he had altars raised in many places in temples not 
made with hands. He left school in 1831 and went to 
Glasgow University, where he remained till I834-35- He 
does not seem to have shown any decided tastes at college, 
although he was eager for knowledge on all subjects. His 
intention was to prepare for the Scottish Bar : his uncle 
however offered to take him into his business, and this 
appearing to put into his power a surer and quicker means 
of making his mother and sister comfortable, he gave up 
) the thought of the Bar and entered the business of William 
I Connal & Co.^ After reading the Diary and learning 
how utterly distasteful business was to him, not only in 
his early life, but throughout his whole connection with it, 
one may be tempted to regret that he did not carry out 
his own wish about a profession. He was not one to 
spend his life in futile wailings over a mistake, but the 
entries tell how bitterly he repented the choice, and how 
dearly he considered the chances of a larger fortune to 
have been paid for. It was only devotion to those depen- 
dent on him, and respect for his uncle, that kept him at 
his post. He looked upon it as his duty to remain, and 
this was enough for him. Occasionally a great yearning 
would come over him to give it up, and we read as late 
as 1849 that he was again seriously thinking of the Bar, 

In 1835 his uncle sent him to London to see business 
there, and this was an outstanding event in his life. His 
I principal friends when in London were the members of 
the family of the late Mr. William Thompson, the father 
of Mr. Thompson of Kippington, Kent, High Sheriff of 
' that county in 1888, The intimacy with this family was 
one of the happiest incidents of his life and made 
an impression on him which was never forgotten. It 
was at this time that he accustomed himself to early 
rising, a habit which he retained through life. Only a 
few months before his death he accuses himself in the 



' See Appendix D. 
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Diary of having overslept himself — even then rising 
about 6,30. He spent a very busy life in London, using 
every spare hour for self-culture of one kind or another. 
He was fond of pictures, sculpture, and music, and lost 
no opportunity of visiting collections and attending classical 
concerts and on occasion the opera. His religious sym- 
pathies, though decided, were wide and led him to give an 
attentive hearing to eminent preachers of all churches. 
His remarks on all these things show that it was not 
merely for curiosity that he went about so much, but in 
order to study the expression of man in every form. 
During these years we find methodical lists of books read 
and to be read, which testify to the ardour of a mind 
devoted to self-improvement. It must never be forgotten 
that he was lai^ely thrown on himself in the choice and 
direction of his studies, in which he always aimed at a 
thorough mastery of principles, and was never content 
with an accumulation of facts or disjointed information. 
The philanthropical institutions of London interested him 
very much, and even at this period of his life the 
beginnings of what he afterwards accomplished in so great 
a degree showed themselves. He remained in London till 
1838, when he returned to Glasgow. The Diary will explain 
his surroundings and circumstances, and show how he felt 
out of harmony with them. He had to take a stand for 
himself, a thing always difficult to do when those we 
would most like to please are not in sympathy with what 
is of paramount interest to us. 

At this time Sir Michael was offered all the attractions 
of a gay luxurious life. His uncle, being a man of genial 
and courteous disposition, gathered troops of friends round 
him, and the hospitality of Garscadden was proverbial. 
Sir Michael had now to make a choice. On the one side 
there were offered to him all the delights of a bright and 
attractive social life, abundance of friends, ease and 
pleasure, often the temptations towards an exclusive 
development of self. On the other, a life of self-denial, 
contact with crime and sorrow, much weariness and dis- 
appointment, a dying to self He chose the latter, and 
with his eyes wide open. No one had a greater capability 
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for enjoyment, a keener relish for the good things of life, 
or a better knowledge of the use of power and position. 
But he looked ui>on the talents he possessed as a trust 
to be accounted for; and raising the veil of life boldly, 
he saw that to enjoy a life of luxury was only possible to 
those who chose to shut out the misery, the ignorance 
and the crime surrounding them, and that for him at least 
there was no other path open than the narrow one. Just 
as he was beginning this life his sister Fanny died and 
he was left alone with his mother. The year 1 84 1 was a 
very sad one for him, relatives and friends being removed 
by death and alienation. Much seemed to come in the 
way of his working out his life on his own lines, His 
friends would fain have put in his way comforts which were 
no comforts. He felt more and more impelled towards a 
life of usefulness, a life by which he might help the will 
of God to prevail. 

As early as 1838-39 he began working in the east end 
of Glasgow, taking a special interest in the district called 
the Spoutmoulh, and here, on loth June 1848, he founded 
the Spoutmoulh Bible Institution.* The members of the 
Institute went by the name of " Spouts " or " Spoutonians." 

In 1845 Sir Michael was admitted a partner in his 
uncle's business, and this brought more responsibility and 
involved a greater tax on his time and enei^ies. In the 

'"Tlie name gives no idea of the quality of tbe Institute, which was 
made up of Bible plus Mechanics' Institute, plus Toynbee, plus Penny 
Savings' Bank, plus Fresh-Air Fortnight The last was quite a feature 
of this Institute. Himself a lover of nature, Michael Connal lirst set 
the lashion ol taking people out of the smoke into the fresh air, and 
giving the dwellers in our east-end streets a sight of the green fields 
and the trotting bums, and a whiff of the sea and the hcither. The 
first summer after founding the Institute he took a band of young 
'Spouts' to Garelochhead, walked them over the hills by VVhistlefield 
to Coulport, and fetched ihcm home in a tug. Out of this modest 
beginning grew his annual fair week's excursions to Arran. the Bass, 
lona, etc., with scenery, botany, geology, archa^togy, dooking, and 
delights untold- Some opposition came at first from the Sattbaih 
School Union, who feared that these trips would lead to Sabbaib 
desecration, but the very opposite has been the result,"— Dt. J. 0- 
Mitchell, "Auld Hoose of William Connal & Co." 
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midst of his busy and energetic life he still had time for 
feeling and sentiment. It was about this period that the 
idea seems to have entered his mind for the first time of 
repurchasing his father's little property of Parkhall, for 
which he had always cherished a longing and pious affection. 
He often thought and dreamt about it. In 1 8 s 6 his 
uncle William Connal died. This made another great 
change in his life, bringing still more responsibility and 
a wider influence. Witli all the cares and demands of 
business, he incessantly worked for every good object he 
could. The amount of work he was going through at 
this time was enormous. 

In 1858 he had the great satisfaction of buying back 
Parkhall and presenting it to his mother, thus carrying out 
his father's will. 

In 1864 he married Miss Helen Catherine Leckie Ewing, 
daughter of his uncle's old friend, William Leckie Ewing 
of Arngomery, by his wife, Eleanora, daughter of John 
M'Farlan of Ballincieroch, Advocate, Edinburgh. His life 
was very bright and full at this time. With all his buoy- 
ancy, however, he was endowed with a highly susceptible 
nature which responded quickly to the varying pressure 
of outward things. It may be strange to those who in 
later life looked on him as the example of calm, almost 
severe common-sense, to know that he would weep in 
church, that the beauty of wild flowers also moved him 
in this way, and that mountain beauty and the sound of 
the sea stirred him more than the greatest eloquence. He 
had a strong love for children and animals, and a great 
delight in simple and natural pleasures. 

In 1875 his mother died, and for a time his world 
seemed to have crumbled away. He had lived so long 
with her, and had his life so bound up in hers, that it 
seemed to change the whole hue of life for him. But 
time brought its softening influences, and with each new 
sorrow there seemed to come the stronger endeavour to 
give up every power to the ser\'ice of God and man. 

Education had an absorbing interest for him all through 
his life, and with the passing of the Education Bill in 1872 
a new field for his energy was opened up. The acknow- 
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iedgment of his services to the cause of education, when 
the Queen honoured him with knighthood, seemed to give 
general satisfaction. He was utterly devoid of fear of 
the opinion of man, and yet he had a tender yearning 
to be loved and liked. He admired generously genius or 
talent in others and where he felt he could, he en- 
couraged iL 

In his early years he had known the necessity of thrift 
and he could not bear to see waste of any kind. He 
often appeared to be stingy in small matters, but he could 
do a lai^e and generous action well and handsomely, I 
have purposely left out from the Diary anything which 
might be misinterpreted as self-glorification, but the name 
of the kind deeds done by him is legion. I may give an 
instance of a quiet generous action. A relative of his lost 
her husband, and, considering that her house entailed too 
great expense, put it into the hands of her lawyers for 
sale. Sir Michael heard of this, and promptly telegraphed, 
saying that he wished to purchase it, and on his being 
advised that it was his, restored it to the former possessor 
for life. 

His tastes and interests were very varied. His love 
of botany, of antiquity, of family history,^ and his in- 
terest in the association of names and places were strong 
characteristics. He had what might seem a passion 
for buying back lands or houses which had once be- 
longed to his family, but this had its root in a not 
unjustifiable pride in retaining associations connected 
with those whose memories were very dear to him. In 
1882 he bought back the estate of Amgomery, which 
had been the property of his wife's ancestors, the 
Leckies, and subsequently to this, in 1886, he secured 
the house of his maternal grandfather, William Wright 
of Broom; and finally, as late as 1893, shortly before 
his death, he tried to acquire the lands of Broom, but 
in this he was disappointed. He was a staunch friend, as 

' AmoDg Sir Michael's papers are numerous notes on the diflisrent 
bmillu he was connected wiili, and some of these I have tried to 
tmnge la the Appendix. I regret that 1 have been unable to armnge 
his notes oit the OfteniDgs of schools, as they are so disjointed. 
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will be seen from many instances in the Diary. He took a 
wide interest in life, and was a keen observer of character. 
Nothing interested him more than to know how men in 
all ranks and professions lived and what their interests 
and amusements were. He felt the pathos of life very 
deeply, and his sympathy and pity were unbounded. One 
sin he felt to be unpardonable — the sin against one's 
highest light — the deterioration, the going backward, of a 
human soul. 

His religious life was a very deep one. He lived in 
the spirit of the 139th Psalm — in the light of God. He 
believed utterly that God saw and weighed his every 
motive and action, and that these were not merely con- 
cerned with time, but with eternity. In these extracts 
much has of necessity been omitted from the copious out- 
pourings of spirit which reveal the workings of the 
tenderness of his soul in its relation to the highest ques- 
tions of duty and aspiration through his long life, These 
were continuous and progressive, and show a growth and 
advance towards the spiritual peace which marked that 
inner life more and more towards its close. Notwithstand- 
ing premonitions of failing health, and a sense of the 
growing weakness of his robust constitution, he continued 
unwearied in the pursuit of his public duties and attention 
to the growing interests of the cause of education in 
Glasgow. His attendance at fatiguing meetings of the 
School Board was punctual and regular to the last. 

Sir Michael died at Parkhall, after a short illness, on 
6th July 1893, and was buried beside his mother in the 
High Church burial ground, under the shadow of the 
old Cathedral. 



The Diary reveals a character of great complexity, 
unfolding itself for more than sixty years. The preceding 
sketch may serve to show the outward results, the shapings 
which the spirit achieved, and the circumstances and 
surroundings that it had to work in and through. 
From the Diary we are enabled, so far, to judge of the 
motives and spiritual influences which urged and directed 



the life into its channels. From boyhood upwards 
Michael was emphatically strong, bodily and mentally, 
brimming with life, and filled with an eager enerjjizi'ng spirit 
ne%'er at rest. In youth this spirit showed itself hungering 
after knowledge in every department, and with a facility 
for acquiring its object which naturally provoked in an un- 
disciplined temper, impatience and want of sympathy with 
slower minds. The power which seems to have kept him 
from a mere boy till about the age of nineteen from being, 
in his own words, a terror to himself and others, was a 
high sense of honour and scorn of everything mean and 
base. 

During the year 1835, while he was in London, 
great change passed over his life. He had much inti 
course with a family of culture and refinement, 
introduced him to kindred companions, broadening 
deepening his life in many ways. The high animal 
spirits gave place to a deeper feeling for the beautiful 
and the good. Reflection awakened and he found new 
aims and interests. Nature, which was always a delight, 
brought to him a purer pleasure. Art was studied more 
thoughtfully, and his highly imaginative and impressionable 
nature showed itself in poetical feeling. It was at this 
time also that religion assumed a deeper meaning for 
him, and we see the beginnings of these aspirations al 
a higher and holier life which grew more and more intci 
as the years passed over him. 

From this time till his return to Glasgow in 1838 h< 
began to strictly discipline himself, searching his motives, 
inquiring into his actions, and forming that habit of intro- 
spection which often gave a sad tinge to his life in aft 
years. We find him at this time collecting informatii 
about the philanthropical institutions of London, 
thereby laying the foundations on which his future 
fulness was built. On his return to Glasgow we notice 
a change again come over him. Much as he loved his 
mother and sister, and delighted to be with them, the whole 
surroundings were different from those he had left. He had 
become dependent so far on his friends in London. In 
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tastes and dispositions totally diflferent from his own. This 
again threw him very much in upon himself. His generous 
feelings had frequently to be curbed and his sympathies 
repressed. He seemed to be baffled when he tried to 
do good. Doubts sprang up, troubles surrounded him, 
and he became irritable and almost soured with his 
fellow-men. He never ceased, however, to yearn for some 
good object to work for ; and it was about this time that 
the cry to God was so often on his lips. "Oh! to be useful 
in my day and generation ! " 

TTie year 1841 opened with very sad forebodings. The 
bright young life of his much-loved and only sister was 
cut off with appalling suddenness. The home was darkened, 
and, with a heart almost breaking, he had at least to appear 
brave, in order to keep his mother from endless sorrow. 
Like most thinking men he had a terrible spiritual tragedy 
to go through. He came out of the trial with his soul 
arrayed in its own proper jewels— moderation, justice and 
courage, nobleness and truth. From tliis time his life was 
one of complete consecration to the service of God and 
man. He had within himself much to battle with and 
subdue. His temper was naturally very quick, proud and 
haughty, and his external demeanour — when obstructed in 
the rapid fulfilment of any of his unselfish wishes or schemes 
— frequently most overbearing. But even when this was the 
outcome of loyalty to principle, he was always deeply 
grieved if he thought he had hurt the feelings of any one. 
Many a prayer is recorded in the Diary ; many a cry of 
sorrow for want of self-control. He was a man of moods, 
and many have too hastily formed their opinion of him 
from some sharp rebuke or almost rude reception, but 
otiiers would hardly believe these things if they were told 
of them. How otherwise can we account for the number 
of men of entirely different dispositions who looked up to 
him with so much reverence and love? As years passed 
on, those nearest him saw the mellowing and softening of 
the character, the great sympathy and the lai^e hope. 
Throughout his life Sir Michael was an ambitious man, 
especially during his earlier years. He frankly acknowledged 
ihat he did not care to play "second fiddle" to any one. 
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But ambition in the form of desire for personal distinction 
gradually fell away, and it satisfied him to do quiet per- 
sistent work and let others come to the front. A simpler 
life could not well have been lived. He did not pretend 
to despise this world's good things. When they came he 
received them thankfully, and used them for what they 
were worth. 

Sir Michael was largely influenced by the historic senti- 
ment, which showed itself in that love of antiquity, that 
strong clannish feeling which was at the root of his life. He 
was a man of strong imagination, and it seems natural to 
such a disposition to venerate the past. This side of his 
character accounts for many of his apparent eccentricities. 
It often helped him — certainly before religion took the 
place in his life it afterwards did — in his chivalrous con- 
ception of duty. The key to his character is to be found 
in his absolute sincerity and singleness of purpose, brought 
about by an unswerving fidelity to the highest light that 
was in him. He was a man of deeds, not words. He had 
schooled himself to give up much that appeared glowing 
and generous in sentiment but difficult to accomplish, in 
order to give present help and begin a good work. Not 
that he did not sympathize with generous projects of 
reform which required time for their realization, but his 
principle was rather to find out what was possible to be 
done under existing conditions and to do it 

As a merchant he always held a lofly ideal before him, 
and whatever he did was characterized by the strictest 
integrity and love of fairness and justice. As a philan- 
thropist his love and pity went out wherever there was an 
object It is comparatively easy to give means ; he gave 
his life. As time rolled on he seemed ever more eager to 
grasp every opportunity for usefulness, always judging 
himself an unprofitable servant 
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1835. 

May 30. — Left Glasgow for London about i o'clock P.M. 

July 23. — Saw the King and Queen, with many nobility, 
clergy, etc., go and return from Caenwood, the seat of the 
Earl of Mansfield. A fine arch of evergreens — fireworks. 

November 9. — Lord-Mayor's Day. Got nearly squeezed 
to death among a set of the lowest of the low. So much 
for the gratification of curiosity. Since my arrival in the 
Metropolis, having no companion up to about this time, 
I am in some measure solitary. My evenings are spent 
in my garret, reading or writing. I have chalked out no 
plan of study yet. Often melancholy, I have wandered 
about the streets, gazing in at windows, or listening to a 
poor little boy playing on a stringed instrument. Lamps 
lighted — streets crowded — grand equipages — misery— desti- 
tution — vice. 

1836. 

January 3. — Arrived in London after three weeks' 
absence, having left on the morning of the 1 2 th December, 
1835. Travelled through Holland, Belgium, and France. 
Glad to get home ; a feeling of comfortable satisfaction 
pervaded my first day at home. 

February 1 7. — Saw Madame Vestris, haggard in the coun- 
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tenance ; young Matthews, a light actor ; Liston, the most 
comical of faces. 

March 26. — Walked through Greenwich Park ; fine old 
trees, Heard Henry Melvill, the minister of Camber- 
well about this time, for the first time, in St. Andrew's, 
Holborn. Animated, eloquent, ever and anon rising in a 
climax that terminates in the words of his text ; appear- 
ance singular— dark complexion, deep voice ; I could 
pronounce him a student at first sight. 

April 30. — Saw Madam Tussaud's collection of wax 
figures. Sat for more than half an hour in front of the 
figure of Sir Walter Scott. The likeness was so good 
that I could scarcely keep my eyes off him. 

May 31, — Saw Knowles, Kemble, and Macready in the 
characters of Brutus, Antony, and Cassius, in the play 
of Caesar by Shakespeare, Covent Garden Theatre. Held 
serious thoughts as to the being at the theatre. Felt that 
I never experienced any real satisfaction from going to it. 
Principal objection that ! entertained was the temptations 
to profligacy that environ it. To see genius illustrate 
genius in a lofty tragedy, I thought, could not hurt the 
heart ; but all the boasted virtues of the stage are inimical 
of themselves to purity of spirit. Its ambitions are ever 
mingled with its patriotism, and the satisfactions that are 
heaped upon its heroes are so earthly, yet so alluring, that 
we may be tempted to give our desires after such in our 
journey through life. If a man find it necessary for the 
amusement of an idle hour to be excited, let it be for 
better purposes than what the moral of the most of plays 
furnishes. With all my thoughts, I am far from being 
settled a.s to the lawfulness of thus visiting, however seldom, 
the theatre. 1 fee! Just now that were }'oung Keaii to act I 
should not hesitate to see him either in Hamlet or Richard. 
But ere I go I will give the matter serious consideration. 

/une 28. — Received a letter from my dear friend L., pro- 
posing to dedicate to me a volume of his brother's poems 
which are to be published. Declined under a conscious- 
ness that, however much my vanity might be gratified, 
the name of Sir Daniel Sandford, the Professor of Greek, 
be more appropriate, from his having frequently 
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praised the poems in the class-rooms, and more useful in 
the sale of them. 

August II, — Visited Thomson's grave on reaching Rich- 
mond. He lies buried in the old church, A plain brass 
plate at the comer of a private pew mark.s the spot where 
the poet of Tke Seasons lies. The Thames wound its 
silent but broad waters through the park beneath fill the 
intervening woods concealed it The view is confined, and 
the hope of passing an hour's reverie, when contemplating 
it, is baffled by the crowds that promenade the spot from 
which it is seen. The very idea of a promenade being 
the seat of contemplation destroys all poetical feeling. 
That spirit can only muse when far from the gaze of 
others, let the spot be the top of a mountain or a crevice 
in a rock. The sweetness, the placidity of the whole scene 
beneath you, cannot fail to soften and calm the mind, 
notwithstanding the hum of a crowd ; perhaps such luxu- 
rious scenery is the only kind that can be dwelt on when 
the mind is distracted by the presence of others. 

August 23. — Saw Wren, the architect's, tomb, and 
Rennie'-s, the engineer. Saw Dr. Donne's statue in a shroud, 
as well as several other figures that had escaped destruc- 
tion in the fire that burnt the old cathedral [St. Paul's]; 
Nelson's body, in a sarcophagus that Cardinal Wolsey had 
prepared for his own corpse at Hampton Court, immediately 
in the centre of the building ; the hbrary floor curiously 
made of wood without nails ; geometrical staircase ; model 
of St. Paul's, the original of Wren ; trophies used at 
Nelson's funeral. 

October 19. — I have, ever since my arrival in London, 
been endeavouring to pursue a plan of study ; but I have 
found that a regular system cannot be followed out, without 
exhausting the mind, after a day of the routine of a 
counting-house. I am convinced of my own want of per- 
severance calmly to grapple with difficulties, to be diligent 
in the mastery of them 1 own myself unable. A fickleness 
of mind, perhaps rather an overflow of animal spirits, has 
tended to make me long to be finished with every study 
I undertake at the expense of a thorough understanding 
of it. I am ever looking out beyond the matter before 
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me. Not only my own peace, but that of the nearest and 
the dearest of my relations is bound up in my steadiness 
and industry. Try and think more and speak less. The 
ornaments of language can easily be applied where there 
is little strength of statement or truth ; when a man speaks 
without thinking he is the machine of habit, and his advice 
will always be undervalued, if not despised. To improve 
your style in writing, though it ought not to open up 
any ambition foreign to your profession, is always a useful 
object ; and to promote purity and elegance of composition 
read the more elegant essays of Addison and endeavour 
to put them in your own words. . . . Finished reading a 
course of lectures by Watt on the Pilgrim's Progress. They 
open up much Christian experience which Bunyan has 
shrouded in allegory not very intelligible. 

October 24. — Entered Mr. James Thompson's counting- 
house to acquire a knowledge of tea. ... I have felt con- 
fused for some time past about that prayer in the English 
Liturgy, " Vouchsafe to keep us this day without sin." 
This cannot be looked for in a man unregenerate. How 
can he, whose every thought is sin, far more every word 
and action, utter, in the hope of its being answered, such 
a prayer. 

November 3. — Stood looking, with Joe Hooker [Sir Joseph 
Hooker] for an hour and a half at a fire in the City Road. 
It is a strange propensity that a rabble have in looking at 
the progress of the devouring element. Can there be in 
their interest any real sympathy with the unfortunates, any 
real desire to see // (fire) extinguished? Timber after 
timber is destroyed, wall after wall falls in, building 
after building adds to the devastation, and proportionally 
does the satisfaction of the thoughtless onlookers increase. 

November 5. — Saw a van full of convicts pass London 
Bridge. What must they have thought, shut up in their 
confinement, of the noise and rattle and bustle without 
them ; for, though the bells of a steeple close to me were 
ringing, their sound was drowned in the noise of passing 
vehicles. If there was a penitent man amongst them, how 
must he have envied the freedom and cheerfulness of the crowd 
that were hurrying past him to their respective duties. 
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December 5. — Received, in answer to request to visit 
Scotland, fuil liberty to do so from my very dear Uncle 
[William Connal]. A gush of feeling is apt to come over 
me, so as to drown the very exquisiteness of the pleasure, 
[t can only be a season of satisfaction if it has been well 
earned and if it is well employed. 

December 7, — Went to Stoke Newington to see a play 
performed by the boys of Green's school. May not such 
an amusement infuse a taste for the theatre, perhaps a 
passion for the profession of an actor? Became interested 
in a little foreigner, a Spaniard, There is so much apparent 
sweetness in many boys, an amiableness that endears, and 
a liveliness that fascinates, that the heart in the momentary 
fondness would fain claim the object of interest as its 
own ; but we are apt to forget that perfection is a stranger 
here, and the experience of the characters corroborates 
the truth of it ; and when we look away into futurity, 
there is a sadness, the offspring of doubts and fears, that 
the beauty and the innocence of the boy may give place 
to the guilt-stained and deep-designing man. 

December 9.— Had Gibbard, M'Kean, Harrison, and Wm. 
Thompson to supper. In convivial society it is difficult 
to restrain the natural impulses of the heart to evil. A 
subject improving as well as interesting ought always to be 
kept in view, and leave no room for vaJn and impure jests. 

December 17. — Arrived [Glasgow] — all well and happy to 
see me. 

December 1 8. — Heard Robert Montgomery, the author 
of Satan, and other poems, preach — wordy, and too 
much of the poetical spouter, and too little of the deep and 
inquiring theologian. 

December 27. — Visited Stirling for two days. 

During the past years I have read regularly Chambers's 
Journal, a weekly publication. My time was much inter- 
rupted by college exercises, and the reading necessary to 
compose them. About the months of April and May, 
1835, filled with a very great desire to leave home for a 
year or so. Thought the retirement of a lodging would 
give me more time for study. Framed schemes far too 
extensive, and indulged in too sanguine hopes of my sue- 
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cessfully following them out Looked upon my going to 
London as a crisis, I fondly trusted, for the better; but 
the experience of sixteen months (October 15, 1836) bitterly 
reproaches me with indolence and want of steadiness. 

1837. 

January 2. — Wrote Mr. Henderson,^ the minister, on 
L.*s prospects. 

January 3. — Left again for London with a heavy heart, 
but with the hope that I may, in God's good providence, 
return in health and strength to enter upon the duties to 
which I may be called, and for which I pray I may be 
capable in a year at the most 

January 29. — Had a conversation with Mr. Dunoon about 
the middle of this month, and he gave much ease to my 
mind on the subject of a profession. Many enter on one 
profession, find it not to answer their hopes, and enter on 
another, and thus become unsettled for life. 

February 28. — About the beginning of February, from 
a few wholesome observations accidentally made by William 
Thompson, my eyes were opened to the necessity of 
struggling hard at the duties I have entered on, and I 
can only account for the blindness and indifference, and 
the consequent inactivity and indolence that have so long 
been with me, as the result of some fanciful ideas as to 
another profession. If I do not work for what is before me, 
shame and disappointment must be my lot, as others will 
step in to take away my advantages, and the world will 
laugh at my folly. 

March 24. — Being Good Friday, I spent the day in the 
house, and began the second part of my continental 
journal. A distaste, increasing as each day brought a 
return of the same dry and mechanical duties in a 
profession that neither seemed to be suited to my mind 
nor temper, drew to a head about the beginning of April, 
and the mania that took possession of my mind was a 
strong wish to have some government clerkship or some 
attach^ appointment To render myself useful to the 

*Rev. Robert Henderson, Stirling. 
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influential, to have leisure and opportunity to become more 
and more so, by meditation and a course of study, and 
with the hope to rise through thus recommending myself 
to their notice, seemed to be the course I was born to 
follow. The mercantile profession presents fair oppor- 
tunities to me, and my own folly, indolence, want of 
purpose, will lose me all unless I now bestir myself. 
A vain, conceited aggrandizing spirit is at the bottom of 
all. The philanthropist and the patriot in me would be 
at heart the popularity hunter and self-seeker. Nature in 
endowing one too liberally often curses, for it is forgotten 
in the spontaneous harvest that springs up, that a far more 
wholesome and abundant crop would be the result of a little 
labour. 

April 13. — Mr. E. B. Haly took me to the opera house; 
the music in some parts beautiful, but the plot and circum- 
stance of the play wretched. 

April 26.— Finished the second part of my journal, a 
third to succeed it. Also Sir Walter Scott's PauFs Letters 
to his Kinsfolk. The same ambitious aspirings have again 
taken hold of me. They are not defined — they have no 
specific object in view. If the enthusiasm that may be 
natural thus carries me into extravagant ideas, I am warring 
with my constitution of mind and body, and if it were to be 
of any service to me, I only wish the time were come for its 
exercise. 

May . — The principle of duty to those around you 
and dependent on you and self, may take the place of love 
to man. 

May 2. — Went to Newgate; crowds in the street opposite 
the gaol, some close to the walls ; windows opposite open, 
with placards stuck up, "Seats here"; smoking, drinking, 
laughing vagabonds waiting the public execution of James 
Greenacre the murderer. 

May 4. — Went to the exhibition of paintings in the 
National Gallery. Mountains, lakes, forests, the whole of 
the wildness and the beauty of nature brought before us 
at a glance — the scenes of by-gone days — the tournament, 
the battle, the defeat ; and those of the present — the 
harvest home, the deer hunt, the gipsy encampment — 



10 DIARY [1837 

are all gathered into a focus by the pencil of art, and 
what an art, that can thus recall the past or so vividly 
copy the present. 

Went to Exeter Hall to hear Dr. Duff; eloquent as last 
year ; Sir Andrew Agnew in the chair ; Scotch Mission. 

May 5. — Went to Percy Chapel to hear E. Bickersteth 
preach on behalf of the Reformation Society — clear and very 
sound, but no orator. 

May 9. — Heard Edwin Sydney preach for the Newfound- 
land Society. 

May 12. — To a constitution such as mine disappoint- 
ment is the more keen, that the hope or rather the illusion 
was the brighter. To give to the rank and honours, the 
wealth, the intellectual power of this world, a magnitude of 
importance which they do not possess, is to cheat the soul 
— ^to conjure up delights, earthly, however refined and 
bewitching, and to give to them the hue of my excited 
imagination, is only to mock my heart in the result of 
them. The devil sits in the heart thus occupied with the 
world, to hurry it at once to destruction ; he has an 
enthusiasm, a heated spirit to deal with, and where so much 
of headstrong impulse is, he looks forward to the easy 
conquest But the grace of God is all powerful — ^we are 
taught that " lying vanities " in letters of burning bitterness 
is written on all things here below. The love of Him, and 
within the last week I have felt but a ray of that love, can 
alone dispel illusion, can alone ennoble above the world, can 
alone save. 

May 17. — Went to Greenwich fair for about an hour ; 
the hill, though at 8.30 P.M., covered with wanderers ; 
the town crowded in the extreme ; cabs, omnibuses, and 
coaches pushing along at a furious rate ; the booth brilliantly 
lighted up ; the Algiers Booth hung with festoons of party- 
coloured lamps and filled with the dissipated of all ranks. 

June I. — Went with Miss Forman to the anniversary 
meeting of the charity children "within the Bills of Mortality 
in and around London" at St. Paul's. The sermon was 
preached by the Lord Bishop of Chichester. The chanting 
of the Psalms in the choir was most beautiful, distance 

"illowed the voices into the most heavenly music. 
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June 4. — Went with William Thompson to Lincoln's 
Inn Fields Chapel — the most beautiful Gothic building I 
have ever been in. 

June 10. — Went to the Horticultural Society's garden. 

June I I. — Went to Clapham Parish Church, heard part of 
a sermon, and then bounded over the common in the ecstasy 
of a soul emancipated from the drudgery and poisonous 
atmosphere of the Metropolis. The broom displayed golden 
luxuriance of blossom, while the hawthorn sent forth a 
ravishing fragrance ; the chestnut hung laden with its rich 
blossoms, and the laburnum drooped with its graceful 
pendants. The eye, the ear — for the cuckoo and the 
blackbird were heard — and smell were all gratified ; yet, 
whether it is that 1 have too sanguine a mind, too 
imaginative, I know not, but I felt the chain of mortality 
binding me down. 

June 1 2. — Went to see the prizes distributed at the 
Hanover Square rooms of the Society for the Encourage- 
ment of Art, Manufactures, and Commerce. Duke of 
Sutherland gave them away — chiefly medals. Went after- 
wards to the Pantheon, Oxford Street, 

June 14. — Esther T.'s birthday — nineteen; gave her a 
copy of Daily Tlwiigkls as a gift, and Inserted at the begin- 
ning of the book these lines composed on the same day : 

The Regal Emblem may be wrought 

With every luslrous, costly gem ; 
But here's a circlet of pure thought, 

A far more precious diadem. 
Fair Esther bowed a conscious head | 

Beneath the crown the King had given. 
But "peace" in eye, on brow is shed 

By this the briltiant gift of heaven. 
The gold shall mix with parent earth, 

The rubies all be colourless. 
This coronet of nobler birth 

Shall sparkle aye in rays of bliss. 1 

And as each day that passes by. 

Laden with mercies from above, 
Makes up the year, oh, kindly try 

To bind these "Thoughts" in Christian love. 

Michael Connai. 
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June 18 (Sunday). — Christie breakfasted. Went into St. 
Saviour's and saw the altar piece ; went into the Temple 
Church and then struck up to Lincoln's Inn Fields Church; 
worshipped at St Bride's " Since the transgression of 
the law " ; remarked the splendour, extent, wonders of 
London as we passed along ; went into St. James' Palace, 
and passing through antechambers lined with the Beef- 
eaters, yeoman guard with halberts, and servants in court 
dresses in waiting, reached a fine chamber where the bulletin 
of His Majesty's health was displayed ; wrote our names 
down as visitors ; and went out by a chamber with 
portraits full size of the monarchs Henry VHL, William 
and Mary — Noll Cromwell in bad taste left out. Went 
into Tattersall's — many fine horses. 

June 20. — Had a bathe in the Peerless Pool. King 
dead. Bulletin with a border of black of an inch ; bell 
of St. Paul's tolled at 12 o'clock. Then took Harry 
Thompson to St. James' Palace, passed on to Westminster 
Abbey ; Henry VH. Chapel, like lace or network, — the seats 
of the monks [sloped] to keep them from sleeping. Signed 
the Catholic Repeal bill ; walked through Westminster Hall ; 
went through part of the buildings of Westminster School. 

June 21. — Longest day; Queen A. V. ist proclaimed; 
saw the last part of the procession going past the Mansion 
House. The contrast from yesterday striking — shops shut 
and bells tolling; to-day bells ringing and crowds hurry- 
ing in all directions to see the proclamation. 

June 24. — Started with Harry Thompson on a tour to 
the Isle of Wight and returned in a fortnight 

July 16. — Heard Rev. Derwent Coleridge preach in 
Dr. Croly's church. While tempted to suppose that my 
tastes are indisposed for the mercantile profession, still the 
strong duties that I have to perform in it as to my uncle 
and mother, and the prospects that I have in it in com- 
parison to any other that I can think of, have determined 
me to lay my mind down in close attention to the details 
of it, however disagreeable, and to trust for daily strength 
to act aright 

July 31.— Had D. Christie, J. Waring, W. Little, Wm. 
Thompson, and my cousin to tea ; passed pleasant evening, 
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some excellent imitations of the Codger's Hall speaker by 
D. Christie. 

August 4. — Went to the British Museum with William 
Little — the Elgin Saloon. The only feeling that per- 
vades one at first is that of robbery ; but when we think of 
the opportunities of patient investigation of their contents, 
the consciousness of their comparative security from destruc- 
tion reconciles us to the noble thief; amidst the multitude 
of these ruins in Greece they must have been foi^otten, 
at least comparatively, Was much struck with the ad- 
vanced stage of the art of sculpture ; there is, comparatively 
speaking, no advance now. 

August 9. — Stood by a grave and heard the church 
ser\'icc read in the burial ground of Aldgate Church. 

August I!, — Reached my twentieth year; dined at 
R, B. F.'s. It should be a most powerful stimulus to duty 
when 1 consider that my years are running on. 

August 17. — Read Abercrombie's inaugural address on 
"The Culture of the Mind," and read Robert Hall on 
" Infidelity," and on " The Freedom of the Press." 
During illness read, and heard read, by William Little, 
Shakespeare's Midsummer Nighfs Dream and Twelfth 
Nigh: ; Byron's Mystery of Cain : Sir Walter Scott's 
History of Scotland, 1st series ; Paradise Lost, with 
Addison's remarks on it in the Spectator. 

August 23, — Read Tristram Shandy by Sterne. 

August 26. — Went with Little to Covent Garden market 
before six o'clock on Saturday morning, Fruits and vege- 
tables of all kinds, — a busy scene. 

September 19. — Went to Regent's Park and visited the 
Zoological Gardens. 

September 25. — F"airly entered upon business, after a 
visit at Highbury grove. 

October 10, — L.'s birthday— twenty -six years old. 

October II. — He left for Cambridge University. 

October 22. — Went to Foundling Hospital. Divine 
service conducted with great interest ; professional singing. 
After sermon walked through the different rooms, saw " The 
March to Finchley" by Hogarth, "The Murder of the 
Innocents " by Raphael, and several portraits and scriptural 
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pieces ; Captain Coram's portrait and miniature statue. The 
boys at dinner and the girls — a fine sight My uncle John * 
leaving for Madeira with his family, for his health. 

November 8. — Have had a recurrence of my doubt 
about my eligibility for a profession that is discordant 
with all that is most congenial to my feelings. Taste is 
nothing ; sentiment is nothing ; refinement is set at nought 
except where coarse interests find themselves compelled 
to bend to it Imagination and all the more acute and 
ingenious powers of the mind are useless ; eloquence is 
dangerous in such a profession, and the generous senti- 
ments of the soul are extinguished by caution and jealousy ; 
but I shall still persevere in it till a more decided dislike, 
or rather distrust, gives my mind no other course to 
pursue than to quit it I have many motives to persevere 
and these perhaps stronger than can be always furnished, 
but I have a distrust of my success that makes me wish 
the opposite side. 

November 26. — *s affairs give me much distress ; 

the mind feels in its poverty a greater acuteness in not 
being able to assist or relieve ; the most earnest desire is 
smothered by the inability to be useful. 

December 4. — Fog very dense ; the individuals who passed 
shot away into the gloom, and after a gradually increasing 
faintness of outline, wholly disappeared at about ten yards 
distance. A good simile for futurity, as there was only clear- 
ness immediately around; so there is in this life sufficient 
light to guide, and strength to support us is given for the 
moment, none for to-morrow. 

December 8. — Went to the House of Lords ; heard 
Brougham attack Lord Glenelg on the tardiness of govern- 
ment in furnishing him with certain papers relative to the 
Slave Emancipation Act ; saw Lord Lyndhurst, the Duke 
of Wellington, and Lord Melbourne. Stood in the lobby 
of the House of Commons and saw Sir F. Burdett, Joseph 
Hume, Sir Robert Peel, Lord Stanley, Spring Rice, and 
Poulett Thompson, Lords Hawick and Morpeth. The two 
doorkeepers — one a tall, the other a little man—- characters, 
white hair and red faces. 

^John Wright of Broom. 
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December 12. — Went to the House of Commons; heard 
Harvey on ihe Glasgow Weavers' petition, the Lord 
Advocate in reply; Joseph Hume; General Evans in reply 
to Peter Borthwick about Portugal ; Sir Robert Peel, Spring 
Rice, Lord John Russell, Lord Palmerston, Colonel Sibthorpe 
on a grant of jCSooo to the Duchess of Kent's private 
incomes ; saw and heard big Daniel O'Connell, without 
exception the coarsest man I have seen occupy such a 
station. House adjourned at a quarter-past twelve p.m. 

December 17. — Went to St Giles', Cripplegate, and saw 
Milton's monument His father and he were buried in the 
same church, as also Fox the martyrologist : felt a ven- 
eration as I left the church for the memory of so glorious 
a man and now in dust — alas for fame and earthly 
greatness. Brougham's mind, vast as to extensive inform- 
ation, a meteor genius, more fitted to dazzle than to guide. 

December 22. — Went with E., M. T., and S. H. to the 
synagogue, Duke Street — hats on. Dr. Solomon Hirschell 
blessed the children. The priests who sang, attired as our 
own. but with three-cornered hats on ; the music most 
splendid. 

December 23, — Went to Formans and stayed till Monday 
2Sth. 

December 25. — Thought more seriously on my duties 
and the object of my existence from reading part of the 
Martyr's Journal; felt a greater wish to live to God's glory; 
fell conscious of the necessity for vigorous application, 
though the desire to know and understand should not 
be used as a means to gain worldly emolument. More 
and more alive to the fact that the more I know soundly, 
the happier I shall be, and less prone to a trifling vanity 
of spirit Vanity must not distract me, nor indolence 
overcome me, in carrying out a steady course of acquire- 
ment. Determined to understand everything, and rather 
lose time with repetition than hurry ofl" to something 
else. In this world a man is only valued according to 
the solidity of his judgment and the extent, as well as 
the depth, of his researches. Brougham, though every 
one acknowledges his genius, few grant him the homage 
that is paid to far inferior talent, but greater consistency. 
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Purpose to be an early riser in Glasgow and to read hard, 
to be very little out, and to seek might and main to master 
my business ; but, above all, may God's Holy Spirit lead 
me to believe to the saving of my soul, and in the daily 
glorification of God to live up to the true dignity of my 
nature. This world is not our home; not a day passes 
but something awakens evil thought or evil passion ; not 
a day passes but we find our purest wills thwarted, or, 
when gratified, far short in the fruition. 

December 29. — Went with the Thompsons to Exeter 
Hall to hear Handel's oratorio of the Messiah ; hall 
crowded ; 500 performers ; Braham sang " Comfort ye." 
The choruses splendid, but almost thrillingly painful. 

1838. 

January 17. — Dined at Walkinshaw's with a son of 
Allan Cunningham. 

January 20. — Went to Sir Francis Chantrey's studio; saw 
the process of casting statues in bronze — Sir Thomas 
Munro (equestrian). Saw the whole process of marble 
statuary. Busts of a countless variety of men of talent 
and greatness. To represent nature without any embellish- 
ment of poetry; to depict it faithfully, yet to chisel the 
marble exquisitely, perhaps to depict the most striking 
position, is his genius. There is no attempt at fiction, the 
statesman or the warrior stands forth as he did when 
alive, and perhaps while he (Chantrey) is thus only a mere 
copyist of nature, he got a more simple, dignified, or simply 
beautiful impression, than if nature had gifted him with 
the power to combine as the poet Met, when there, and 
had the pleasure of speaking (but a few words, however) 
to Allan Cunningham, the poet. 

February 3. — Received a letter from Uncle, prolonging 
my stay till about the end of April. 

February 13. — I have felt for the last month a growing 
sense of the object of my being created — God's glory. 
When it is reflected that we cannot live happier than by 
operating with the Great Author of our being, according 
to our several capacities, it is the most dignified, as well 
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as the most rational employment of our powers ; wealth 
is looked on only as a means to do good ; honour as 
a means to be more extensively useful ; learning as a 
means to open and enlarge the mind, at the same time to 
extend the general sum of information, and thus to promote 
civilization. Whenever vain desires after rank or influence 
or wealth, or any earthly satisfactions, take possession of 
our minds, peace, humility, order are banished. If the 
desire to do good be really in the heart it will show itself 
in situations comparatively humble, as well as in the lofty 
position of the man of fortune, rank, or great scientific or 
literary fame, and God's blessing follows on him who gives a 
cup of cold water in His name, being all that he has to give, 
as abundantly as on those who enjoy every capacity and 
every opportunity. 

March i. — Read Aikin's letters on English poetry. 

March 4. — Saw the monument of John Selden in the 
Temple. 1 see that much of my indifference to the love 
of truth, to sound and valuable information, arose from 
vanity; to hurry over information from a vainly excited 
spirit was only to gnaw my heart still more with ambitions, 
for I could not feel any delight in reading except as an 
end to it I gathered images and collected trains of 
thought but for display ; I never enjoyed them except 
when they ministered to vanity. But a better spirit has 
visited me. God has given me to see my vanity ; to be 
content with the disposal of me in His providence ; to 
pursue to His glory my labours, whether mental, pro- 
fessional, or social ; to be patient under every provocation 
or distress. 

March 7. — Must read history, biography, literature, 
science, to cultivate the intellect, and read with a humble, 
patient spirit ; read not to gratify vanity, but to store the 
mind with more comprehensive, more accurate, more in- 
teresting views of God in creation, providence, and grace. 
Understand as you go along, for, independent of giving 
a good habit to the mind, it yields more inward satis- 
faction in the perception and mastery of truth. Nothing 
should restrain from seeking information. ... To be 
the promoter of great projects, and to live for generations 
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as the philanthropist, the poet, the philosopher, the great, 
is too much my ambition, and I fear that I could not 
silently, obscurely sit down to work as an instrument, 
knowing that God worketh in me. To teach men to live 
happily is the true aim of love of .the brethren ; and 
every act which can promote that, by word or by conduct, 
is so much gained by the community ; and by daily 
endeavour in God's strength to make God's creatures more 
happy is the only way to substantial happiness in our- 
selves. Gratify self, and how poor the gratification ; make 
others happy and you are an humble worker in God's 
vineyard, nay, a co-operator! 

March 28. — Went to Cambridge, and returned on 30th. 

April 4. — Sat in Dr. Johnson's chair from Mrs. Piozzi's 
villa. . . . 

April 5. — Went with Mr. Wiltshire to see the drawing- 
room assemble. Peel, and Lady Peel ; Lord John Russell ; 
Archbishops of Canterbury and York and Bishop of London. 
Fine liveries ; beautiful carriages ; a great deal of parade : 
feathers, red coats, lace, diamonds ; but many a careworn 
spirit, many a haggard countenance. Mused as I returned 
home on rank and its influence as well as its evils — on the 
luxury displayed as tending to diffuse wealth among the 
community and to encourage arts and manufactures ; passed 
an illustrated copy of Gray's Elegy^ and never did those 
elegant stanzas appear so true, " The boast of heraldry," 
etc, etc What does it matter whether we die great 
and victorious, or unknown and without anything to make 
that hour interesting to any? A life spent to God's 
glory in loving Him and our brother is worth it all, and 
whether I be poor or rich and great, may that be my only 
aim. 

April 12. — Went to see H. T. and M. T. confirmed in 
Bow Church by the Archbishop of Canterbury — a very 
imposing sight 

April 1 3. — Went to the Temple and heard Smith on the 
sacrament Went to St Lawrence Jewry in the evening 
to hear Mr. Pratt speak in behalf of the Spitalfields 
Charitable Society ; the great destitution and poverty of 
these districts shown by the visitors ; St Lawrence a most 
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beautiful church ; organ very- fine, and the seat of the Lord 
Mayor. Saw Archbishop Tillotson's monument. 

A/iril 22. — Evil a negative, not a positive; God never 
created evil. 

May I. — Had a most interesting evening with Christie. 
I detailed to him my plan of study — approved it. Advises 
me to lay aside any study when I have a greater desire 
for something else, and then I shall pursue with more 
pleasure what I intended doing before. Delighted with 
some views of the application of natural philosophy to life 
and its pleasures. Philosophy the handmaid of religion. 
We talked of the geysers of Iceland and of the equality of 
condition in man — society gradually approaching that state ; 
monopoly of wealth useful at present, but it will be 
ultimately injurious to society if it continues to exist. Dr. 
Combe, in his physiology as applied to health and educa- 
tion, speaks of the habit of pursuing certain studies at 
stated hours : for at that time there is a greater facility 
for entering on them than after a long vacation from them. 
Irregular pursuit, therefore, more laborious in the end. 

,i/iy j.^Went with Barlas to the National Gallery. He 
advised me to study mathematics before I fully started 
natural philosophy, i.e. after a general view of it (Phil). 
Talked of language — the use of learning the technicalities 
of a tongue when so much lay before me. He argued that 
language gives far more interest to the author, and that 
in reading you have more analysis of his ideas. 

May 5. — Went down to Headley by a coach passing 
at four o'clock through Epsom. A delightful ride ; reached 
Headly by seven o'clock in the evening ; ran with Wm, 
Thompson along the heath in the neighbourhood ; tired 
myself with capering, and bawled so loud as to lose my 
voice. 

A/iiy 16. — Left London ; spent the afternoon at Hamp- 
stead ; went on board the "Monarch" steamer a few minutes 
after ten p.m. 

Afay 17. — Spent a melancholy night — leaving friends is 
a sad thing ; we may never meet again. Heaven has no 
partings. The Thompsons have been so kind — what a 
happy family. How has my prayer uttered on the top of 
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Dumyat (Ochils) been answered ? Lord, Thou art merciful 
to me, giving me so many blessings in London ; grant Thy 
grace, that I may serve Thee in humility and love in the 
new situation in which I am about to be placed. Mr. 
Tennant on board — talked to him. Dr. Chalmers sat 
opposite me at breakfast. 

May 22. — Fixed on a house in Dixon Street with my 
mother. 

June 1 1. — After much delay and annoyance, at last fairly 
fixed in our house. Spent in it a very agreeable Sunday 
— went to Dr. Muir's in the morning and heard him on 
Revelation iii., and in the afternoon heard him in the latter 
part of the second chapter. Very animated and very 
original ; may I now have grace given me to realize my 
desires as to a useful life in study, in business, in good 
works. 

June 24. — This morning, after a sleepless night, I have 
felt more at home in our new abode — the calm and 
blessedness of the Sabbath always restores me to clearness 
and peace of mind. I am determined now to commence 
to do all that I can (by God's grace working in me) for 
God's glory — in my own house, in business, and in my 
social connection with others, in thought, words, and works. 
I am too prone to aspire to a loftier eminence than I 
ought to expect reasonably to fall to my share here in 
this world, in the course of Providence ; yet, while I would 
pray for an humble mind, I would most earnestly covet 
all excellence in knowledge and wisdom, knowing that if 
I be contented with a moderate amount of information, I 
shall never reach any height of attainment; may God's 
blessing be upon me in thus pursuing a course of useful 
acquirement, that in all I have or all I am, I may be devoted 
to His glory. Amen. 

June 28. — In the retirement of my little room, hung 
round with the curiosities of my father, surrounded by my 
papers and books (while my mother and sister are away 
to see the review, and the bells of the city are pealing 
merrily above the crowded streets — while the most solemn 
vows are passing between our youthful sovereign and her 
people in the Abbey of Westminster), I would calmly 
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consult with myself as to my duty in this life, that in 
the world to come I may attain the glory, honour, and 
immortality promised to those who have patiently endured 
and continued in well-doing. 1 am determined, by God's 
grace working in me, from this time henceforth to set a 
guard upon my lips that I sin not with my tongue; to 
cultivate charity ; to improve my time more and more, 
knowing that the present only is mine, that an account 
must be rendered of the way in which I have spent it ; 
to pray daily for a heart to love God and my fellowmen, 
and strength to resist every imagination that would exatt 
itself al)ove God. that I may serve Him in body and soul 
with all my strength and might. 

" Money is not the only thing that is not our own ; 
time and thought and knowledge, and power, moral in- 
fluence, and spiritual advantage, — all must be answered 
for, for all are God's."— Fry. 

Early rising good for body and mind. 

July 14. — Read Coleridge's Aids to Reflection, which, 
from the laboured style of the author and the subtlety of 
his argument, I must read again. 

July 25.— I am too prone to think myself likely to be 
some one yet, which, from there being no grounds to lead 
me to such an expectation, is romantic or visionary ; that 
the love of fame and rank and talent is the only grand 
motive to diligence and strenuous labour, or that there 
must be a great devotion of purpose, some all-exciting 
cause for good or evil. Now the first proceeds from dis- 
content with your situation in life, forgetting that God's 
wisdom has ordained all ranks and degrees of men, and 
that each man in his own station, to fulfil the purpose of 
his being here, must glorify God in all his powers and 
faculties ; and the second proceeds from the corrupted heart 
that can only be aroused from indolence and sensuality 
at the call of the world and its applause. Can I not by 
God's grace contentedly, yet earnestly, and diligently 
pursue my path in life? 

August 27.— 1 have felt for some time past an indolent 
scepticism as to the objects of life. I looked on all the 
affairs of life, the business and the toil and care of the 
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world, as useless ; that a few years would remove the 
most active and the most ardent from them all, and 
what then would it profit him that he had been the 
greatest orator, poet, philosopher, statesman, merchant, 
mechanist ? I thought the object of them all contemptible, 
whether fame or influence or wealth and all its selfish 
and sordid satisfaction, and that the Christian in put- 
ting away from him ambition, vanity, covetousness, 
must feel no proper motive for pursuing his pro- 
fession whate\er it may be. I thought that the man 
who, like another Howard, went about relieving misery, or 
like an apostle preached Christ, had alone a proper motive 
and a noble employment. I have often been deterred 
from entering on a study, say arithmetic or historj*, 
because I felt that there was no prawerful motive to it ; 
what could be the use of mastering all its details? If 
the pursuit gave pleasure, yet that satisfaction could not 
overcome the want of a strong motive. The mastery 
of it might give equal pleasure, but how soon would 
that die. 

All these thoughts can be traced by me to indolence and 
a speculative mind. Every situation in life is God's gift 
There may be higher ones, but however more apparently 
congenial, they are not to be sighed after. The station 
allotted me in life has its opportunities of glorifying God, 
as much as any other — though pursuing the business of 
a merchant and thus creating a taste for foreign luxuries 
and exporting our own country's manufactures for them ; 
giving a stimulus to invention and thus creating more 
expeditious and cheaper methods of manufacturing, and 
most of all seeking thereby to engross to yoiirself as much 
of life's enjoyments as you can by seeking to be wealthy 
■you are still in your own sphere glorifying God, for 
you are more and more civilizing the mass of mankind. 
The way is dark and mysterious, yet every man is 
working for the general good, by trying all his powers 
for his own self-interest. The literary man, though he 
may be recondite and apparently useless in his researches, 
or the poet in his fictions, is improving the taste, is 
lifting the ideas of the mass above grovelling and earthly 



pursuits. They tend in God's providence to prepare the 
way for higher and yet higher efTorts, and though all 
their productions be as vanity in the eyes of the Eternal, 
yet God's providence is working out the great design 
of the raising of man, even here, to primeval blessedness 
and dignity. Therefore, though a man apparently is 
working for his bread or gratifying covetousness or ambition 
(chough guilty motives), he is an instrument for God's 
glor^* though he seeks it not ; and the Christian in all 
the duties and opportunities of the situation in which he 
may be placed is bound to have God's glor)' constantly in 
view by the consideration that the part allotted him is 
God's, and that in it, however dark it be as to its ultimate 
end for God. he is bound to exercise all diligence and 
all his faculties and to cultivate all knowledge and refine- 
ment, adorning with the graces of the Christian every duty 
he is engaged in. Mental exertion as such is as much a 
duty then as providing for your own household, without 
which a man is worse than an infidel. Act the part 
wd! God has given you to act, and however poor or 
humble, if acted well, you have as effectually promoted 
HU glory as if it had been the loftiest in this world ; 
the part is not yours but God's. 

SepUtnber 8. — I see more and more plainly that to 
think of mastering everything is ambitious and not from 
a real love of knowledge. The great end of study is to 
open and enlarge the mind, to discipline and enrich it, 
and one or two studies may effect what the whole range 
of sdence undigested cannot do. 

September ts. — Read Goldsmith's Werks. 

September 17. — A beautiful morning — bright, clear, mild 
yet refreshing. How well we feel in fine weather, how 
lively, im^inative, serene. The aspect under which some 
places present themselves in fine weather is never effaced; 
they glow and cheer us in our recollections of them 
for many years after. 

October 20. — Read Edmund Burkes Works, eight volumes 
8va Read articles in the Edinburgh Review and Taits Maga- 
zine on the works of Charles Dickens, author of Boz ; the 
Wellington Dispatches, and Niehol's Astronomical Works. 
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November 6. — Visited two poor women, as a member of 
the Stirlingshire Charitable Society ; one a Mrs. Buchanan, a 
poor object, five children, just out of scarlet fever, three stairs 
up in a back land in the High Street ; dreadful poverty, 
suffocating smell, rags, filth ; these sights should make me 
more and more active in doing good. I feel more and 
more satisfied with my position in providence ; may I im- 
prove it aright, devoting mind and body to the pursuit so far 
as is consistent with Christian light and love. May I 
be blessed in my mental pursuits as enlai^ing and strength- 
ening my mind. 

November 16. — Attended the funeral of Dr. Dymock^ in 
procession to the Necropolis. 

November 23. — Fanny's birthday, bom 1821. Attending 
Wilson's class on Natural Philosophy between eight and 
nine o'clock morning — very interesting. Saw the engines of 
the "British Queen" — a most stupendous erection that makes 
one feel the power of man over nature. I have felt within 
the last few days an oppressive sense of mental weakness ; 
it seemed to me as if I wanted power to think and to act, 
and yet I have experienced such lofty feelings and have 
thought myself capable of so much that these sensations are 
humbling. I trust I may, by patient perseverance in well- 
doing and a constant desire to fulfil to the best of my power 
whatever I am eng^ed in, be enabled to overcome these 
moments of depression. 

December 31. — Felt rather unwell ; a very stormy night; 
sitting alone. A solemn moment as the clock of St. 
Enoch's told of the departure of another year. The distri- 
bution of our time into days and months and years should 
remind us more and more of the shortness of our span. 
These periods mark out distinctly how swiftly and how 
surely we pass away to the brink of eternity; may God 
grant that it be an eternity of blessedness. 

'Classical Master of the Grammar School, appointed 1808. 



1839 — 1842 



M 



1839- 



January , — Received news of John Connal's^ (mate of 

Mary Sharp ") death on the night of the 5th, before the 
very great storm. 

January 1 2. — Have finished for L. a poem on " Ban- 
nockbum." Read Campbell's " Pleasures of Hope " and 
Scott's " Lord of the Isles." 

January 18. — Have finished for L. a poem on "Elephanta 
and Salsette." * Read for it several works : Maurice's Indian 
Antiquities and Maria Graham's Journal on India, Brewster's 
Encyclopedia^ and Byron's Childe Harold to get the verse. 
Determined never to do anything of the kind again. 

^ Washed overboard when giving orders quite near land. Was on his 
way home to take command of a ship. 

'As the sad spirit often wears a snule 

To hide the thoughts from which it cannot flee : 

So rises Elephanta's mountain isle, 
Looming luxurious 'mid the dark blue sea ; 

Yet solemn in its very mystery, 
Yet no tradition lingers to reveal, 

When, as a temple of idolatry, 
Its rocks were hollowed by the artist's steel. 
Who deemed his patient toil secured eternal weal. 

With varied shapes, the darkened soul's creation, 
With genii gods, the sculptured walls are rife; 

Some sit absorbed in lofty meditation, 
Some wildly mingle in the battle's strife. 

Siva stands forth with sacrificial knife 
And grasps a victim in his vengeful ire ; 

The fiendish Doorga seems to start to life, 
With dangling corses as her fell attire, 
Among the countless powers of ocean, earth, air, fire. 
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April 1 8. — Finished the prose works of Abraham Cowley 
and as much of Shenstone as I intend reading, comprising 
all his essays and many of his poems. I have felt again 
oppressed with a desire for worldly honours from reading 
slight sketches of Franklin and Sir William Jones. I 
would seek direction and guidance in all that I put my 
hand unto, for Christ's sake, and for His sake may I have 
grace to live wholly to Him. 

May 5. — First held a Sabbath school ; very much g^ti- 
fied by the presence of many of Mr. Graham's scholars. 

May 9. — In the course of my visits in the Spoutmouth 
came in contact with a family in very great poverty; man 
a shoemaker ; wife lying on the floor ; dirt, nakedness, 
disease, and famine. No table, chair, or bed; one stool 

And far within, in awful grandeur wrought. 

Colossal towers the triune power divine — 
God, the creator, wrapt in pregnant thought ; 

God, the preserver, bending all benign ; 
God, the avenger, with His frown malign — 

Amid the host the Deity supreme ; 
But now no pilgrim worships at His shrine. 

The sacred cells with hissing serpents teem, 

Where once the Brahman mused and revelled in his dreanu 

Invested in the like mysterious gloom. 

The deep oblivion of three thousand years. 
And shrouding, like the dateless mossy tomb, 

Forgotten joys and hopes and jealous fears, 
The rival powers of Canara appears 

With all its cavern chambers, where alone, 
In silent desolation Buddha rears 

His form gigantic on his rocky throne, 

His blessing unbesought, his pompous rites unknown. 

There science marked the planets' ceaseless roll, 

There superstition gloried to disclose 
The transmigrations of the guilty soul 

Ere it should blend, redeemed from all its woes, 
In Deity in ever blest repose ; 

While through the vault with glittering lustres hung. 
In mystic dance the idol's praise arose; 

Yet once the almost Gothic temple rung 

With God Jehovah's name by Christian exiles sung. 



and a few tools of the craft. What a picture ! Boy taken 
by Mr. Thompson into his Sabbath school. Came in 
contact with a very worthy couple of the name of Lyon ; 
they have a son, their second, who frequently runs away 
from them and often decamps with money. Often lies 
on stairs all night, and seldom comes home (when he 
does) before one or two in the morning. 

May 14. — Led to consider happiness as consisting not 
so much in outward condition, but in the state of mind. 

May 27. — Had a delightful walk into the country with 
my mother and sister. 

June 8. — Had a most beautiful walk through the country 
with mother and sister, John Fisher, and Tom Campbell. 
A most delightful view of the vale of Clyde. 

June 1 1 . — I have read through the entire Bible, having 
begun in June l ith, 1838. Oh! that His word may not 
return unto Him void in my case. 

July 13. — Went with my mother and sister to Dunoon. 
Went on the Monday to Lochgoiihead, by crossing over to 
Gourock. A most beautiful sail ; fine villas, rocks, clusters 
of mountains, brushwood, trees, dells, and ravines, all inspir- 
ing with a love of the wildness and the sublimity of nature. 

August 1 1. — 1 have now completed my twenty-second 
year of this life. My uncle having left on the 29th July 
for a month. I have been left to a good deal of responsi- 
bility, and a consequent interest has been created in my 
profession, and my energies have been more exercised. 

September 24.— Had a very good day at Loch Goil with 
Uttle. 

September 25. — Visited Lanark, Fall of Stonebyers, the 
Mills. Lady Mary Ross's grounds, Cora Linn — white, 
thundering in masses, within a large amphitheatre of pre- 
cipitous rock. Bonnington Linn more picturesque — small 
island in the middle of the fall — Wallace's Cave. Cartland 
Crags — bridge light and the highest bridge in Scotland ; 
very steep crags ; variously wooded. 

September 30. — ! have felt very unhappy for a long 
time. To seek constant and intense employment as a 
means of happiness is wrong. On 20th inst. (Friday 
e\'ening) Henry Thompson and John Waring called on us. 
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Went with them through various parts of the city on 
Saturday. 

November 6. — Set out for Tillicoultry — the variegated 
woods of Airthrey Castle most interesting. Mr. Browning 
[Rev. Archibald Browning] disputed on the advancement of 
the millennium season. 

November 21. — I have finished the lecture by Channing 
on self-culture, and as a production for style, as to terseness 
and pungency, it is excellent. 

1840. 

June 10. — Finished, for the second time, the annual 
perusal of the whole Bible. 

June 27. — I have had a most delightful walk, in a 
retired part of the road between two plantations. The 
birds sang so sweetly, while the setting sun spread a 
beautifully subdued light all over the sky to the north-west, 
that I could not but thank the Father for so many expres- 
sions of His goodness. 

July 6. — I thought the world was indeed vanity, and 
that to serve God in my day and generation in it was all 
my duty. How soon I might be called to lay me down 
in the dust, and then what matters it what I had enjoyed 
of the world ? 

August 31. — I spent Friday, the 21st, in an excursion 
on board the " Conqueror." The day was very fine and I 
was much struck with the beauty of the entrance to the 
river Clyde. The Firth opens out into the sea, so majesti- 
cally surrounded by the mountains of Argyleshire and the 
softly-swelling heights of the southern shore. The lofty 
peaks of Arran under the ever-changing sunshine were very 
grand ; and when, on going round the Island of Bute, a 
mist enveloped all to the south and west, yet the dark, 
frowning heights of Arran rose out of the sea most majes- 
tically and even more imposing than under the sunshine. 

September 10. — I may say, in a word, that my religion 
consists in a desire to have the desire to love Grod, and 
make Him my chief joy. Scepticism, hardness of heart, 
and indolence beset me. Some are drawn by God to 
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delight in Him by the cords of love, I know nothing of 
this, and those whom 1 bear on my heart frequently before 
God, what is to become of them ? May God, in His mercy, 
lead me and them to Christ. 

September 22. — The British Association is holding its 
tenth meeting here. After one speaker had sat down Dr. 
Chalmers rose, and from twelve o'clock till a quarter to four 
he occupied the attention of his audience in a most lucid 
statement on the resources within — or ab intra — -every 
parish to support its own poor without any assistance 
ab extra, or from civil authorities or public charity. He 
showed that there was a sj'mpathy among the poorer 
classes which had only to be cultivated to supply tlic de- 
serving with the means of sustenance, and that when the 
parish interfered it should be only to assist and not support 
the paupers — in short, to help the poor to help themselves. 
That to aflbrd relief without any regard to the resources the 
poor might possess among relatives or neighbours, or their 
opportunities of and capacity for employment, was to relax 
the desire to labour, and thus render them lower in the 
scale of civilization. Dr. Chalmers is a man of vast 
capacity. I felt painfully convinced how little I was putting 
forth of that which was within me. Though it be by little 
and little, yet I must put forth all my mind and soul and 
strength to glorify God. The Lord give me wisdom and 
grace- — grace to seek to live to it ; wisdom how to live to it. 
Amen. 

Stptember 26, — Yesterday attended a dinner to the 
Marquis of Breadalbane, for his standing up for the Church 
of Scotland in the House of Peers. The Moderator, 
Dr. M'Kellar, gave a most nervous speech, . . . con- 
cluding with the hope that the enthusiasm evinced was the 
pledge that every man felt, " If I forget thee, O Jerusalem, 
let ray right hand forget her cunning." 

October i. — A meeting for prayer on behalf of the Jews 
was held. I felt all the scornful indifference of an atheist, 
but yet a kind of alarm at the very thoughts of my heart. 
1 know my temper is not that of God's children. 

Octo^r 2. — No [>eace, no satisfaction. My heart im- 
penitent, proud ; yet with all the deceitfulness and desperate 
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wickedness of it, I cannot but say that I would it were 
otherwise — ^that God would visit me with the knowledge 
and love of Himself. I feel much repugnance to self- 
denial. I would here again record my prayers for my 
near and dear relations — my mother, uncle, and sister, my 
uncles and their families, and all whom I am coming in 
contact with as relations and friends. 

Fast Day Evening, October 22. — Careless of even man's 
opinion, and restrained alone by the grace of God from 
becoming a terror to myself and others. 

November 1 1. — I have experienced much change ; my 
soul seemed to take a delight in God's service. Peaceful 
in my daily occupations, I, however, find no true rest of 
soul. 

November 24. — On Sabbath I heard Dr. Muir all day, 
and was much interested. 

November 29. — I have some idea that I must realize 
conceptions of God's moral glory before I can say that I 
am changed, which may God in His mercy grant may be, 
however to the humbling and crossing of a vile, proud 
heart. 

1841. 

January 6. — I have begun this year in the same state of 
mind in which I closed the last — enduring life in a manner, 
rather than being happy. ... I seldom see any man of 
talent — as I had the opportunity in the trial at the court- 
house, where were all the first men of the Scottish Bar — with- 
out thinking of another state of existence. Intensity shown 
in any pursuit makes me think of its end, its governing 
principle. I see just now as if life must soon merge into 
eternity, and if eternity is not a state of acceptance and 
favour with God it must be unutterable woe. ... I 
have been led to think that Christians are too chary of 
their intercourse with others. There may be a concealed 
desire to get into their company which yet is not expressed, 
and a little more winningness may be given to the Christian 
character. Assuredly it is better to win sinners over to 
Christ by uncompromising, yet, at the same time, gentle 
onduct, than to look on those who may not profess so 
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nndi as being swine and as if every spiritual truth intro- 
duced were a pearl thrown away. 

I have heard Dr. Bryce of Belfast lecture on "The Art and 
Science of Education." His first lecture was on three great 
principles in the human mind : Assimilation (Imitation), 
Association, and Curiosity, and that these principles have 
been overlooked in education. His lecture of to-day was 
" How to Form the Habit of Attention," and he described it 
as voluntary and involuntary. ... I felt painfully alive to 
the conviction that my intellectual cultivation had been much 
impeded by injudicious overloading of the mind before distinct 
conceptions had been formed, and by being driven to learning 
by fear, and not by curiosity or a thirst for knowledge ; 
and that when left to my own exertions, without any motive 
at all, I sank back into a state of intellectual torpidity. 
My great defect has been in being too ready to form pre- 
conceptions, and thus enter on a study with erroneous 
views. Study should have been made a pleasant exercise 
to me and not a remote advantage, of which 1 could not 
perceive the value when my habits were in their formation. 
In treating of " Language " Dr. Bryce highly eulogized 
the classics as a gymnasium for the mind, in /k£ fonnation 
of these langjtages being inflected, and in the Greek particu- 
larly there was a power of expressing minute shades of 
thought not in any other language. He therefore dis- 
appro\-ed of the present movement for the study of the 
modem languages to the exclusion of the ancient. He 
recommended a similar course of study for young ladies 
as for young men, inasmuch as they possessed a powerful 
influence over the minds of children, and the more highly 
educated the mother, the more naturally would result 
a well-trained child. . He recommended the 

highest education that could be afforded to every member 
of a family. Dr. Bryce's manner as a lecturer 

was most excellent ; very clear and distinct, and eviden- 
cing a very searching and comprehensive mind. 

Jatmary i8. — Dr. Bums called to consult with Dr. Rainy 
on the state of my sister now lying ill of fever. Poor 
. . I would now heartily commend her spirit 
I care of God. 
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January 22. — On the two medical men 

leaving the house, we knelt down and prayed. My mother 
cried in the agony of her heart that she could have died 
for her. 

January 24. — All is now over; my dear Fanny 

1 went in and took my mother in my arms and said that 
we were now left together in the world. I wrote my 
uncle, Dr. Rainy, and Mr. Thompson of Camphill. My 
uncle and Dr. Rainy came in the evening. ... In 
the furnace of that fever may Christ have been with her. 

Poor, dear, sweet one had died, aged 19 years and 

2 months. Her birthday was on 23rd November, 182 
Oh for grace hereafter to hand over all that I am, all that 
I have, all that I can do to my Lord and my God. May 
God strengthen my dear mother and me for the solemn duties 
of consigning her dear dust to the silent grave. Amen. 

February 5. — My uncle has this day given me a joint 
interest in the burying-place where my Aunt Frances, my 
brother William, and dear Fanny are laid. Most 

precious dust to me ! I have read to-night Sir Robert 
Peel's address to the inhabitants of Tamworth, inciting 
them to the cultivation of their minds. For what? That 
they may rise in the world — that they may yet be as 
the great and successful ones of the earth. . . . that 
they may be richer and more prosperous. As a com- 
munity the working out of such a course might mean 
wisdom. . . . 

February 1 3. — Captain William Wright died suddenly^ 

I met him only a day or two after dear F 's funeral, and 

I spoke verj* seriously to him. It was but for three or four 
minutes. 

February 16. — Captain Tovey died. 

Ftbruary t8. — Went to StiHing to attend Capt. Wright's 
funeral. My Uncle John chief mourner. A niece, a cousjn, 
his father-in-law, all dead within a month. 

March 30. — Attracted into company. The 

chit-chat of the worldly I could not away with, and I 
\ ill understand how a child of God— if there was one 
^there— can thrive in such an atmosphere. My pride w, 
. oflTcndcd that did not respect the sacredncss 
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of my grief. To see worldly people with whom the dear 
one had associated could only give pain. . . . Religion 
must have appeared most morose in the eyes of such 
in my solemn and gloomy countenance, as well as in my 
impatient constraint in such society. I did not recommend 
the gospel of Christ either in bursting out of the room 
to attend my meeting, which no doubt further increased 
the sneers against me. I should not have been asked at 
all, or, at least, have been permitted to refuse. 

April lo. — Poor, dear Fanny said more than once during 
her illness, on being questioned, " I am quite well." Little 
did she know that the fever that was to lay her in the 
tomb was upon her. So I am no good judge of my own 
state. 1 feel I am not right with God, and yet this may 
be the result of desiring Him truly and honestly. I am 
going forward to a Communion table. ... I fasted 
on Thursday, having therefore taken nothing for twenty- 
two hours or so. I did this with a view to enter into the 
services of a day of humiliation with more sensible pros- 
tration. 

April 26. — A matter has hung heavy on my mind, and 
that is, that [ have been acting unrighteously towards my 
uncle in not letting him know the extent of my assistance 

to Mr. L . I have had frequent intentions of opening 

my mind to him, . . but have feared adding to his 

distress. Still, it is my intention to tell him, as much, 
however, from necessity as a desire to open my mind to 
him. The object is gained for which 1 have for three 
years laboured, and I hope, on consideration of the whole 
matter, as welt also that I have learned much experience 
by the difficulty, he may receive my communications with 
patience and forgive me. I have a fear that I have been 
injuring my spiritual state in keeping this matter secret 
from him. 

May 1 7- — L recommended to me Rut/tetfortfs 

Letttrs as a book which his mother had placed on the 
mantelpiece in the room where he sat, purposely that he 
might look into it, and he bids me ask it from his mother 
, quiet way without giving her any hint about his 
[ read it , - - On Friday afternoon, after much 
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torment in my mind as to the concealment of the 

I had rendered to Mr. L , 1 opened my mind to my 

uncle, and, while he heartily disapproved of my giving so 
much of my substance to this object, he gave me liberty 
to do as I liked ; and accordingly I trust that I may yet ] 
have the satisfaction of seeing him in the church. 
On the 8th of this month I returned from Kinross with ] 
my mother, where I spent several days in the quiet repose 1 
of the country ; and there was so much of beauty in 
everything 1 saw, so much testimony to the wisdom and 
grace of God, that I looked up to God very frequently as ! 
the Maker of them all, and thanked and praised Him. 

May 22. — My mother being at Garscadden, where I 

left her, I went over this evening to see Mr. F . We 

talked about the beautiful sunset — the sun just then sink- 
ing behind masses of clouds, which reflected the light in 
the most goi^eous colours ... On coming home I 
found a horse had broken its leg in dragging a canal 
boat. It was a painful sight The patience of the docile 
animal, and the painful hcavings and moanings after it 
fell over, with its ineffectual struggles to rise, impressed 
me. 

July 1 3. — I have felt my own folly in not diligently 
and faithfully occupying my leisure hours. I determine! 
to be more faithful in filling up my time. 1 find myfl 
temper — doubtless rendered irritable by the present dtffi— f 

culties that Mr. L 's matters have brought me into- 

very unsocial ... 1 often think of dear Fanny. W^ 
soon forget to number our days and apply our hearts unts 
wisdom. 

August 2. — I spent Saturday afternoon with Mr, JamesI 
Thomson walking along the river to Dalmamock Bridge. 

August 5. — 1 have felt all day great irritability oft 
temper , , . a terror to myself as well as to othei 
. . . My friend William Thompson and his 
wife with me thl$ night 

August 12. — Yesterday I entered on my twenty-fifth 
year. I am yet, I fear, without any decisive marks of 
> " Lord, if Thou wilt. Thou canst make me 
note, in looking over this past year, much J 
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trouble of a worldly kind. I have had Mr. L 's 

matter, the depressing state of business, the painful be- 
reavement of my dear sister, much depression of a spiritual 
kind, great darkness about my state before God, and often 
convictions of the enmity of my state to God and to my 
fellowmen. I think that I have the glory of God as the 
end of my being more before ray eyes than some years 
ago. The water-colour drawings of my dear Fanny have 
been sent home to-day with frames to them. They can- 
not supply her place, but they are a very interesting 
memorial of her ; but 1 would give far more to find 
some Diary. 

August 15. — The first Sabbath day of my twenty-fifth 
year is now about to close on me. Visited poor £■ — - 
C . He is a dying man, and very near his end. 

August 29, — The Kirk of Scotland often in my prayers. 
1 think that I could, through grace, contend for the 
principle which she struggles for to the extent of many 
sacrifices — should it ever come to it, to death. The Lord 
quicken and strengthen for trial in this cause, should it 
come. She occupies, amidst all her distresses, a position 
that extorts admiration from her enemies, and may draw 
to her communion and aid many of those who have 
hitherto persecuted her as an endowed church. 

October 6. — In walking to the North Bridge, Edinburgh, 
was much pleased with the kindly embrace of a poor 
little boy by one of the street porters. There was so 
much of kindly tenderness in it. Montgomery, the poet, 
fai Glasgow. 

October 1 2. — The Lord break my heart with godly 
sorrow for sin, and quicken me in the way everlasting . 
. . I had no love to God and did not seem to care 
much about it either. 

October 26,^ — My dear mother in tears this morning 
when I went into her room. The Lord sanctify that 
solemn bereavement to her soul ; and 1 would record my 
thanks to Hira that there is an interest in Divine things 
that promises a work begun, which, if begun, shall be 
perfected in glory. 

November 6. — Dr. Rainy called on Saturday, and 1 
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I consented, at his solicitation, after two months' considera- 
\ tion, to become treasurer to the Gaelic Schools Societ>'. 

December g. — My mother not so well ; rather feverish, 
I and sent to bed hy Dr. Rainy. Poor dear one ! The 
I association of season and place and circumstances must 
I be very strong with her just now. The Lord sanctify my 
I sister's death to her soul and my own. No word from 

I L . Truly, his silence is the intimation of a second 

I defeat in collie,' and he is probably overwhelmed by 
I misfortune. A decidedly painful lesson. Heard Dr. Cand- 

lish to-night deliver the first of a course of lectures to 
j young men. He took a grasp of his subject that showed 
I a powerful mind. I have come home conscious that I 

have been too long a creature of passive habits. 



I 



1842. 

January 27. — Lord, give me grace to be determined to 
be Thine in body, soul, and spirit ; and rather abridge 
other occupations than leave out a due meditation on 
the Word of God and prayer. The solemn events of the 
past year at this time, since the 23rd January, press often 
home on my mind as well as my mother's. "O Lord, 
teach me to number my days that I may apply my heart 
unto wisdom." 

February 19. — Visited this day the grave of my dear 
sister with very painful emotions. I was solemnized to 
think t was standing beside her grave who was once so 
much a source of earthly good, I remember her gay, 
happy countenance in the time of health and high promise. 
I thought again of her dying hour — that painful stunning 
ition; I thought of the vanity of seeking the world 

id the thing-s of the world, when a few years must call 
IS to another world. ... I came away with a heavy 



Fibruary 21.— Went through the hospital — a painful and 

: a pleasant sight While seeing tlie u'reck of human 

pifc, it was a consolation that its close was tended witfa 

Uch care, though from the bounty of the public 

■ Onford, Pembroke CoIIckc. 
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—It is now nearly three weeks since my mother 
and I came to this house, 46 Albert Place, Hill Street. 
The former house was one where every apartment awakened 
melancholy associations ; and yet I could have lived there, 
surrounded by the memorials of my dear Fanny, because 
1 feel no desire to shut out the thought that I am a dying 
creature. . . Determined to read the Greek Testa- 

ment, and to fill up my time more fuliy with useful 
reading. . . , Went with mother to the Botanic Gar- 
dens (the new), open to the public, for the first and only 
time. I feel how the power of an indolent and apathetic 
spirit is pressing me down from all useful and vigorous 
employment. 

May 30. — On Monday, the 23rd, I went into Edin- 
bui^h by the coach, having still some scruples to go by 
the railway. Witnessed the proceedings of the General 
Assembly. Fell in with a Mr, Lindsay of St. James's Church 
on my way on the top of the coach. Went with him 
to the Assembly, at present meeting in St Andrew's 
Church. The throne was not filled by the Commissioner. 
Principal Dewar was speaking on the scripture argument 
against patronage. It was about half-past 9 p.m. Dr. 
Lei^hman rose and detailed the views of Sir George 
Sinclair's men. Heard Dr. Bryce, Mr. James Moncriefl", 
Dr. Candlish, and Mr. Cunningham. Candlish was elec- 
trical in his effect on the house, though then nearly two 
o'clock on Tuesday morning. Cunningham made his 
opponents a laughing-stock. A majority of 69 in favour 
of abolition of patronage. 

It was deeply interesting to witness the proceedings of a 
court that had been in existence so long, and was so inter- 
woven with the history of the country, and now more so that 
it is the supreme judicatory of a Church of Christ struggling 
for its privileges and blood-bought rights. What is to 
be the issue of the struggle none can tell, Lindsay and I 
slept in the same room ; and it proves how closely Christian 
people — if, indeed. 1 be a Christian— can draw together at 
once, the more so when members of the same church, that 
\'tpKa A a chapter and he prayed, with our eyes turned to 
it's Seat, in the grey light of the morning. On 
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Tuesday morning, after as little sleep as I could well take, 

I went with W to the Assembly at half-past nine. At 

eleven the Commissioner, the Marquis of Bute, came in 
state. He had his pages, his purse-bearer, ushers, and 
chaplain. His servants in gorgeous yellow livery. He 
was dressed in a uniform with silver epaulettes. The 
Moderator, Dr. Welsh, also in a court dress, rose up with 
the Assembly to greet him. He bowed to him, then to 
either side, and sat down, and the business then com- 
menced with the religious exercises. It was truly interesting 
to see a free court of the Church of Christ holding its de- 
liberations under the sanction and eye of royalty, yet 
preserving its integrity and independence. 

After some business on the Indian Mission, Dr. Chalmers 
rose to speak of the Claim of Right put forth by the evangel- 
ical portion of the Church. His speech was an earnest appeal 
to the justice and generosity of the English Parliament, and 
full of warning to it should it deny the just privil^e of the 
Church of Scotland. It was truly heart-stirring to hear 
that saintly old man appeal with all the fire of his youth. 
It was like a steam-engine of vast power under high pressure. 
Dr. Gordon, a highly-intellectual looking man, and with all 
the dignity of an apostle, seconded Dr. Chalmers's motion. 
Dr. Cook, Dr. Bryce, Principal Haldane, looked as if they 
were cowed. In the evening heard Mr. Dunlop state the 
case for the Church. Heard Robertson of Ellon ^ and 
some other members of the House; but, being exhausted, 
returned to Glasgow. 

June I. — Determined to read the Greek Testament with 

L- . The very best discipline that I can submit to 

in the way of study. 

July 20. — A long interval has elapsed since I wrote 
anything in this book. Have been reading pretty r^fularly, 

twice a week, the Greek Testament with L , and find 

it useful in many ways. It is a study, at any rate, which 
can never be finished. It will be ever new, the more the 
Holy Spirit shines into my soul, giving me to see the 
light in His light. I visited, in prison, the boy who stole 
Mr. Elias Gibb's handkerchief . . . Went to Edinbui^h* 

'James Robertson, M.A., Moderator General Assembly, 1856, 
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on morning of the i2th instant. , . . Met with John 
Millar [afterwards Lord Craighill], and went up with him to 
Arthur's Seat and had a magnificent view. Truly, it is a 
" city of palaces." The Forth spread far out, a sheet of 
deep blue water, and the distant peaks to the westward 
were glowing with light ... I cannot agree with 
htm, however, on what is near ray heart. In literature 
there may be some ^'m pa thy, but in religion there is 
none. . . . 

Walked out this beautiful night to the Royal Lunatic 
Asylum. Sad, sad, amidst so much beauty of a natural 
kind, to find the need should be for such an hospital. 
The sun tinged the western horizon with a deep fiery 
red, and the moon, full-orbed, rose over the city. Oh, to 
know peace with God ! 1 find the world can give no 
peace, and it is a weary pilgrimage indeed if He withhold 
the light of His countenance. There are pleasures at 
His right hand for evermore. There shall be no sighing, 
nor sorrow, nor any more pain, for the former things 
have passed away. Lord, keep me from being a talking 
Christian. Make me an honest, diligent, faithful servant. 

Juiy 21. — I begin to see how difficult it is to be a 
Christian. . Determined to be more careful of 



Jtify 29. — Walked out to-night. Again a beautiful 

night. Isaac went forth to meditate at even-tide. I 

r^oagbt to-night, as I stood by the Kelvin, with no one 

, of dear Fanny's death. 

(St 6. — FeJt to-night lonclj'. Better to 

than to be in the company of the vain and 



( 15. — On Thursday last, the nth, I entered on 

year. A sense of weariness oppressed me all 

^ay. During the past year I have gone on much [the 
same] as the preceding. 1 have read far too little. I 
too fond of ease 

\f/tM^er 3. — If I carried my principles out to their 
Intent, I must needs go out of the world or otherwise 
i my conscience at every step. During the last week 
I to Edinburgh to see the Queen. The whole city 
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full of excitement Banners flying, processions, carriages 
flying up and down, Calton Hill crowded with people, 
commanding a fine view of the Firth, with the distant 
shores of Fife. A glorious day. No arrival of the Queen 
till next day. Drove down to Granton pier : a magnificent 
structure. At night bonfires blazing from the heights of 
the hills round the country for many miles ; the one on 
Arthur's Seat very brilliant. On Thursday drove with my 
uncle, aunt, mother, and other friends into town. The 
Queen had arrived, passed through, and away on to 
Dalkeith. Vexation and disappointment in almost every 
countenance. Returned to Glasgow that evening. Went 

back on Thursday morning, 3rd instant, with L . 

Saw the Queen and Prince Albert, Sir Robert Peel, 
and other distinguished personages, as they passed by 
Holyrood House into the city. An interesting sight to 
see the Queen of this vast empire. . . . Ran to 
the High Street ; found it living with human heads. 
Ran to Princes Street, and from it beheld the Queen and 
her suite standing beside " Mons M^ " on the battlements 
of the Castle, and responding to the congratulations of 
her subjects below by waving her handkerchief. 

September 6. — Came home to-night, looking up at the 
stars, wondering at their magnificence and number. 
Thought of God in His immensity, yet love and mercy 
to man in his utter unworthiness. 

October 25. — The good Lord keep me from frothiness, 
from pride, from self-confidence, from indolence, from un- 
belief, from despondency. May I be stirred up to walk 
before God with more cheerfulness, more faithfulness, more 
humility. 

October 29. — Before giving my uncle a definite answer, 
I thought over the matter [a partnership] for a night, and, 
so far as I know my own heart, did commend the matter 
to God, seeking wisdom and direction. . The 

Queen's College opened formally in the Assembly Rooms 
on Friday last, and everything as yet augurs well for its 
success. Sir James Campbell in the chair — Dr. Hill, Dr. 
Symington, Dr. King, and John Leadbetter ; place crowded. 
. . . Heard Mofiat on Thursday last, the great mission- 
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ary from South Africa. A man of great energy of character, 
abundant in labour for the truth. 

November . — After carefully considering with myself 
as to the propriety of attending the Logic class in the 
morning with the view of acquiring the habit of closer 
thought and of being stirred up to economize time more, 
I entered with Professor Buchanan the private Logic class 
to-day. 

November 1 5. — Heard yesterday that Edward Gawne was 
dead — my cousin's husband. 
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aiuary 3. — In the adorable providence of God I am 
now in a fair way to recovery from an attack of tj^hus 
fever. The close of this week will complete the seventh 
week of my illness. I would record His mercy that I am 
spared, with thankfulness. I have had, during this illness, 
the most lively sympathy from friends and acquaintances 
— from many whom I could not have imagined at all 
interested in me or mine. 

January 17. — On my considering L 's ingratitude 

to me. and the useless anxiety and annoyance he has given 
me, almost tempted to have nothing more to do with him. 
But the gospel of Jesus Christ teaches me to forgive 
and be kind to the unthankful and to relieve the dis- 



January 24. — I went down yesterday earlier than usual 
to the counting-house to return to the business of life after 
my illness — on the very day that my poor sister two 
years before left this world. Everyone who meets me 
and extends towards me his sympathy in my recovery 
speaks as if he never expected to see me again. One 
said that he thought, with others, they had lost me. 

Jattuary 30. — On Thursday, the 26th, I went with my 
mother to visit Dr. and Mrs. Beveridge at Hamilton. It 
is a beautiful part of the country. On Friday walked 
down the splendid avenue to the palace. The vistas of 
trees, stretching out to a great distance, opened out into a 
luxuriant prospect of hill and valley. The Duke a cipher 
in the world, ... a man with such wealth, such 
power, and living as a recluse — living only to himself — 



incurs a fearful responsibility. I thought how little all 
this could make me happy. 

February 14. — I am inclined to think my besetting sin is 
indolence of spirit. I have been often distressed by the 

way in which L has acted towards me. He has never 

called since I was able to see anyone during my late 
illness. I know not what is to become of him. On the 
31st ultimo 1 went with my mother to Greenock to visit 
my uncle, and stayed there till Friday, 3rd February. The 
mountains, the foam-crested waves of the sea, the constant 
variety of steamboats and vessels passing and re-passing, 
and the sudden bursts of the tempest, which every now 
and then shrouded everything in mist, and, passing away, 
disclosed the fair, blue sky and the distant landscape — 
all these were full of interest to me. and I tried to lift 
my heart to God by the sight of His works. . . . 

We went to Stirling on Saturday, the 4th instant, and 
came home on the i oth. Monday, the 6th, was a most beauti- 
ful day, the sun being very powerful, though the ice was 
bearing. Went to the curling with my uncle. The country 
very interesting ; the rich Carse bounded by the bold 
Ochils and the more distant mountains towards the west 
the heights of Craigforth and the Abbey Craig giving 
interest to it, with the proud castle crowning another bold 
promontorj', and the links of the Forth — all deeply in^ 
teresting. Saw the sun rise two or three mornings with 
much interest. What a variety of natural beauty I saw 

1 looked with much interest on that height of the 
Ochils just above Logie where I knelt down and prayed 
before ! went to London in the year 1835, that God 
would bless me in going there ; and surely He has followed 
mc with mercy all through my stay there and since. It was 
doubtless a prayer offered up in much darkness and much 
pride. I heard Mr. Henderson in the Episcopal Church 
the Sabbath. 

Ftbruary 16. — I have been in great darkness, confusion, 

and distress of mind these two days past, but this night 

d some relief in reading the Diary of Dugald Buchanan 

c I Rnd that exactly a hundred years ago he was 

ricncing the same stales of mind 1 have been experi- 
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encing. In the year 1742, in the twenty-sixth year of his 
a^e. he got relief in believing in Christ. My distress arose 
from a sense of my deadness in God's service, . . . 

I intend going to London on Tuesday, 21st, to see my 
friends there. Mrs. Thompson and William have most kindly 
invited me. 

March — On the 21st February sailed with my mother 
on board the " Princess Royal " for Liverpool ; arrived on 
22nd ; on 23rd started for London ; found our kind friends 
in Brunswick Square — glad to see us. On the loth went 
to the Temple, rendered a gaudy show by painting and 
other decorations, quite different from the solemn appear- 
ance it had when I was last in London. On 13th took 
farewell of my friends; took a walk with my mother 
through the parks down to Westminster Abbey, Saw several 
members arriving at the Houses of Parliament — Lord Cot- 
tenham. Sir Richard Phillipps, Forbes of Callendar — and 
on leaving the place, disappointed at not seeing the Duke 
of Wellington — met him while he was walking to the 
House — a firm, erect, gentlemanly old man. 

Mank 28. — I long looked forward to this visit. I had 
formed many friendships in London, and I longed to renew 
them personally. I was exhilarated with the change of 
scene. Everything I saw came home to me full of old 
recollections. There was the charm of association in my 
walkii and intercourse with others. The constant society, 
the little time for retirement, the tone of conversation, the 
world revealed in its most attractive and bewitching 
appearance, together with my own corrupt and deceitful 
heart, made me careless about spiritual things and induced 
s v«ni[y of mind. Yet I count it a matter of deep 
Uunkfalness that I was spared to see these friends once 

ifiirxh 30.- — To-night a great meeting in the City Hall. 
Fox Maule, Dr. CandHsh, Dr. Buchanan, Dr. Macfarlane, 
GreetKick, to speak. A crisis is now hanging over the 
church, but it is as imminent with regard to the country 
at large. Should there be no pure church established 
there will be every effort made to overthrow the Erastian 
Establishment. There may be much interference on the 
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part of government with civil and religious liberty- hence- 
forth, and there may spring from that the elements of a 
revolution which may end in the spread of the truth in 
England and Scotland. All is in the hands of God. 

April lo. — Heard Dr. Candlish in St George's on Rev. 
xiv. 13. A very powerful sermon, but reprehensible as 
being speculative in his views about the intermediate state 
It was more original than improving. 

April II. — I am away down into the world ^^in to 
fight with corruption within and without, with temptation, 
it may be with trials of no ordinary character. Do 1 mean 
really to fight the good fight of faith? It is a wariaie; 
but " Thy grace is sufficient for me." 

May 2. — I think I see my way more clearly now to take 
a part with those coming out. 

May 4. — Surely if ever there was an unhumbled spirit, 
it is mine ; if ever a distempered spirit, it is mine 1 I feel 
a load of debt on me— debt, too, contracted to serve a 
friend ; debt, too, contracted from those whom I would 
now willingly repay at almost any sacrifice, but in the 
payment of which I must incur my uncle's displeasure 
by letting him know the extent of it, and make myself 
to those who owe me no good wish a subject of talk and 
a laughing-stock. But at least I am not acting deceit- 
fully towards my uncle in not concealing irritability of 
temper brought on by this. . , What a perturbed 

spirit ? what proud thoughts sometimes cross my mind of 
becoming independent in some other line of business, and 
leaving one where I have only the prospect of continual 
sources of annoyance and trial. This is very natural ; but 
God knows everything in my situation that tries my spirit ; 
and truly I have seen somewhat of its covetousness ; and 
until His providence lead the way otherwise, it is for me to 
take His will as my will. 

May 18. — Went into Edinburgh this morning by the 
eight o'clock train to witness the solemn event of the 
disruption of the National Establishment. Edinburgh, a 
city of many historical associations of the deepest interest. 
Went to the High Church to hear the sermon. The 
streets lined with the military. The Commissioner, the 
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Marquis of Bute, came in great state, attended by the 
magistrates and several military and naval officers. 

On the Commissioner taking his seat under the canopy 
on the throne, the Moderator, Dr. Welsh, bowed to him, 
and the devotional exercises were commenced by singing 
the second Scriptural Paraphrase. He then prayed in 
appropriate and impressive language, and preached from 
Romans xiv. 5 — " Let every man be fully persuaded in 
his own mind." Very abstruse and rapidly delivered. I 
didn't wait till the conclusion, but hurried over to gain 
admittance to the General Assembly in St. Andrew's 
Church. Could not gain admittance till an event took 
place which will make men inquire into the principles of 
it throughout Europe. I heard a cheer, and immediately 
after, the doors of the Assembly were opened to the 
.seceding ministers, who in a body walked down to the 
place of meeting at Canonmills. The Moderator, as I 
understood, after tabling a protest declaring the Assembly 
not a free Assembly, walked out, followed by ministers 
and elders. 

After this I found access to the General Assembly. 
Principal Haldane was called to the chair, and after 
prayer, in which he alluded to the circumstances 
in which the Church was now placed, the roll was 
called; and when the Strathbogie men were called Mr. 
MoncriefT objected to that, and, after some discussion, this 
grave matter was postponed. Principal Macfarlane was 
then elected Moderator, and the Commissioner's commis- 
sion was read (a large document in Latin, with a very 
large seal appended to it). Then the Queen's letter was 
read, embodying the declaration that she would willingly 
give her sanction to a bill giving every latitude of objec- 
tion on the part of the people, with the exclusive 
jurisdiction of the Church. Nothing could sound more 
Ulee a settlement of the question than this, yet Mr. Dick- 
son, a man of considerable influence, who had always 
given great annoyance to the Convocationists, rose and 
left the Assembly for the other. The Commissioner's 
address was nothing else but an assurance that Her 
Majesty, according to her solemn pledge, would preserve 
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inviolate the Presbyterian Establishment in all its rights 
and privileges. I hastened down to the Assembly at 
Canonmills, but could gain no admittance. Dr. Chalmers 
in the chair, and 408 ministers present What a solemn 
event has taken place! It will require some time to 
realize it. 

July 17. — I attended Dr. Muir's Church for one Sabbath 
after the Disruption, but he was so violent and unfeeling 
in his attack on his out-going brethren that I found I could 
derive no benefit from his ministry. 

July 19. — Heard this morning, after coming in from 
Garscadden, where I had gone out to breakfast, of the 
death of William L. Graham, in the island of St Thomas, 
after an illness of only six days. He was of a most 
sober judgment, of a most tender conscience, of a walk 
and conversation blameless, of high spirituality of mind, 
of lofty character. His reserve of manner wore off as 
I knew him ; but the characteristic of his piety was not 
so much that of open warm-heartedness as of solidity and 
discretion. ... I went with Mr. Moody on Tuesday 
afternoon to Bothwell. His sister very quiet A sweet 
placidity in Mr. Moody's countenance. Walked with him 
and his sister through the beautiful walks at Auchinraith, 
Mr. Alston's place. . . . My uncle, John Wright, far 
from well. His family at Tunbridge Wells, whither he has 
gone for some time. 

July 21. — Went down to the Spoutmouth this evening. 
The people there all apparently much interested in the 
death of Mr. Graham. (The memory of the just is 
blessed.) Heard to-day that there was little hope of 
Hugh Matheson, one whom I would have liked to have 
known better. With a highly cultivated mind he was at 
the same time serious. What lessons I am getting! I 
am continually reminded of the painful circumstances 

has placed me in. Truly I am reaping the 

bitter fruits of my own folly ! 

July 25. — I have been all day in much distress of mind 

and difficulty as to my state about . Irritability of 

temper is the natural fruit of a mind ill at ease. I am 
not at all frank, because I know I have not acted rightly 
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towards my uncle. He sees that. Evil may be put 
into his head. He is far from being pleasant in his 
intereoiirse with me at times, and all this suffering on 

tny part of now nearly six years to forward 's 

views at College — most imprudently — may be terminated 
by a worse suffering- — the loss of my uncle's confidence. 
I cannot speak to him on these subjects ; they embitter 
my life, white the mention of them will give him pain, 
I have determined on sending him this letter : " My Dear 
Uncle, — However painful this communication may be to 
you, with the import of which you are already acquainted, 
it is a relief to my own mind to make it, and I now 
think it high time to confess, with much sorrow, my im- 
prudent and unjustifiable conduct in rendering assistance 

without your sanction to . I have reaped the fruits 

of my own folly in continual fretfulness of mind, much 
self-reproach on my own account as well as that of others, 
and I now fear to add the loss of your confidence. I have 
had six years of suffering, prolonged in the vain hope 

that a successful issue might await 's career. I 

have been miserably disappointed. But my own peace of 
mind demands that 1 should now put this matter to rest 
I have often intended for years back opening my mind to 
you. Now I have done it. I regret my folly, and, while 
I hope you will make this a matter of confidence, I beg 
your forgiveness." 

AttgKst I. — After keeping this letter for some days 
beside me I sent it out to my uncle at Garscadden. On 
the Monday he spoke about the painful matter with much 
calmness and said he was both disposed to foi^ive and 
forget it The manner in which the whole of the matter 
has been arranged is gratifying to me. My mind is quite 

lightened by the payment of Mr. T and others. I 

have now a weight off my mind which I trust I may 
ne\'er again have imposed. I hope and trust that I am 
now delivered from much that irritated my temper and 
made tne look morose and sullen in the eyes of others. 
What a down-draught on my spiritual course has this 
matter been. I hope I shall be more dutiful to everyone 
around me. 
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August 4. — I regret that from a haughty carriage 

receiving after his return from the coast when wte 1 

met ... I have hurt that good man. I think he j 
feels it to this moment, though I have endeavoured 
remove that cold indifference at the time by subsequent! 
attention, 

September 22. — I have this evening visited the Spout-I 
mouth. Some famiUes in great distress. My uncle 
stopping with me, being a juryman in the Circuit Courtil 
Saw there two schoolfellows, John Millar and R. KerrJ 
in gowns and wigs. What a change a few years make U 
Yesterday signed the call to David Brown in presence ( 
the presbytery. On the 14th went down with Michad'l 
Connal to Dunoon ; bathed in the sea — quite a luxuryJ 
One of the finest days I ever beheld. The outline 
every mountain peak was clearly seen in the pure atmos-J 
phere, the sweet-lying watering places were basking it» 1 
the sun. Before dining with Mrs. D. Campbell visited J 
" Malcolm's Glen," another " Shanklin Chine," as in thej 
Isle of Wight. Very romantic. On the 8th I took , 
"breathing" for the sea, and went off by the 4.30 train 1 
to Ardrossan. Went out next morning and! 

bathed, and after breakfast went out with my cousin J 
Helen and my mother in a boat to fish. Came home|| 
that night. The broad expanse of the ocean has ; 
attractions for me. 

October 30. — What is hell, but the principles of earth! 
allowed full sway. . . , On Monday night Mr. Flemingl 
kindly gave me the opportunity of dining with Mr. Wilson j 
from Bombay, a man of intelligence and refinement 

December 2 5. — On Wednesday last, the 20th, I 
chosen by the congregation, along with other twelve, tdj 
act as deacon. What am [ that I should be an of1ice-l 
bearer in the Christian Church? What an awful thinn 
to have a place in the visible Church and yet have nq 
interest in her Living Head. ! have been getting 
every morning for the last two months at half-pa.st 
o'clock. I have hitherto attended Prof. Buchanan's lecture 
in Logic, havHng begun in November, and at & quart 
past eight on the evenings of Monday's and Wednesday] 
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have attended Dr. Reid's lectures on Civil History. I 
can thus, without interfering with the business of life, make 
some progress in my education. 



1844- 

April 8. — On Sabbath morning Mr. Brown preached from 
Catiticles iii. 11. His discourse was very affecting. I was 
aflected sometimes to tears. 

May 6. — I began to attend Dr. Balfour's lectures on 
Botany. Deeply interested. 

May 1 1. — Returned from a walk with my mother this 

evening. I have of late been out seeing poor N 

T in deep affliction. My cousin Helen dying. Do 

I fully realize this? I fear not. It is most painful to 
see the Spring in all its freshness, and the place where 
she is lying, full of beauty, and her life fading away. 

Jlfay I 5. — Went to-night to the Spoutmouth and gave, 
as a little encouragement to my Sabbath school scholars, 
presents of books. 

/utte 12. — I have been so hurried and pressed in so 
many ways 1 have scarcely meditated on the Bible at 
all, morning or evening. The business of the Free Church 
of St. James's has been pressing and exhausting. My 
attendance on the Botanical Class has also been very 
pressing on my spare time. 

Stptonber 7. — On Monday, 29th July, 1 was elected 
a member of the Botanical Society. Breakfasted with 
Dr. Balfour, Professor Babington of Cambridge, and 
Gourlay, after their return from Islay. Learned some 
songs at Garscadden. I am now looking forward to the 
winter, and 1 trust 1 may be able to work hard and fill 
up my time well. I have it in my heart to thoroughly 
educate myself. Why should 1 not, especially with the 
advantages 1 possess in a city like this? 

Stf Umber i o. — Yesterday evening, at six o'clock, the 
foundation stone was laid of Free St. James's Church. 
I office-bearers walked in procession to the site, and 
jb a most solemn prayer by the minister, Mr. Peter 
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Ewing laid the stone, which now lies on the left hand 
of the entrance to the church. 

October 12. — Dr. Nicholas lectures on Astronomy finished 
on Thursday evening. I have been very irregular of late 
as to rising and going to bed seasonably. 

October 28. — On Monday evening called round upon 
various families in my district. I was interested in one 
family especially. How much real elegance and politeness 
and decorum there is in a family under the influence of 
religion, however poor. 

November 16. — Attended Dr. Fleming's introductory 
lecture on Tuesday afternoon — Political Economy class. 

1845. 

January — On Friday, 27th December, attended a con- 
versazione to Dr. Balfour. A very good and instructive 
meeting. I have got my cousin, Francis Wright Connal, 
to reside with me. 

March 8. — On Monday last, circulars were issued for- 
mally announcing my connection with my uncle in business, 
along with Mr. Cochrane and my cousin William. At- 
tending, every Wednesday, a meeting at Mr. Barr's to 
learn singing. I would have attended to-day, even though 
under great press of business, the examination of Dr. 
Fleming's class of Political Economy, but I thought I 
should not interfere with those to whom the honours that 
might be adjudged might be more useful academically. 

March 1 2. — How various my employments often in the 
evening. Visited a Roman Catholic d}dng of consumption. 
Attempted to speak, but was put off with many excuses. 
Took up a missal and read a few verses of the 51st 
Psalm. 

AprU 8. — Signed the petition s^inst the grant to the 
College of Maynooth of ;f 30,000. 

May 23. — Had a long walk with my cousin Frank, 
which, I think, has done me good. 

June 6. — I have some longings about being useful — 
some stirringrs within me to great and arduous enterprise. 
I must not now be diverted from my business by anything 
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Walked in from Hamilton on the evening 
of the 2nd June, having seen Mrs. Beveridge at Captain 
Vaughan's. Walked through the Duke's grounds on our 
way home. A lovely evening. Went to the City Hall 
on Wednesday evening to hear the foreigners' addresses 
about the state of religion on the Continent. Dr. Buchanan, 
always a gentlemanly speaker, surpassed himself in intro- 
ducing the Rev. Napoleon Roussell of Viilefavard. 
D'Aubign^, a tall, powerful-looking man, with a full fore- 
head and a deep voice, commanded the intense interest 
of the meeting. 

/une 10. — At home by myself; my mother and cousin 
at Garscadden. How ! sometimes long for a friend — some 
aflectionate, kindred spirit. I would seek to take Gods 
will as my will. I feel now and then strong movings 
within me to be useful, to be more studious, to learn more, 
to fill up time better ; but how much of self in this. 
Heard Dr. Chalmers on Sabbath. His allusion to the 
changes that had come over the congregation of St. John's 
since he had left was very touching, 

June 24. — My mother, uncle, and aunt home from the 
Isle of Man, bringing Marion Gawne and her two pets 
«Hth her. Have come home to-night from the botanical 
lecture — Dr. Balfour in his own rooms at the College — 
conversed afterwards freely with some medical students, 
and I feel how little my whole energies are directed to 
make a good use of time. I feel ashamed of my own 
want of knowledge. Their advance in various departments 
of science, their minds enlarged, their dignity as intel- 
lectual beings affected me, who have but few ideas, few 
noble thoughts. I have felt, more particularly in glancing 
over some of the letters of Dr. Arnold of Rugby, some 
stirrings to be useful. 

June 30. — Found J T 's teacher to be a poor 

lad, struggling away, making a livelihood by teaching. 
Has passed through one winter at college, and is now 
preparing himself for another by reading Horace and 
Herixlotus, and preparing for Logic. Up at three in the 
tiing. What intense energy ! Would that I could 
lily and ardently thus devote myself! Offered him 
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what books I might have to assist him. Visited, with 
Frank, this evening the Cartoons Exhibition. ! was par- 
ticularly struck with the figure of the queen who is urged 
to give up her son — the ^onized mother and the timid 
boy beautifully portrayed. , . . The picture of " Carac- 
tacus Led in Triumph through the Streets of Rome," a 
triumph of art — by young Watts, a lad of 3 2 years of 
age — the cartoon that was pronounced the best, and was 
one of three that took the premium of .^300 awarded by 
government. That young man was introduced by Sir 
R. I'eel to Prince Albert, who took him by the hand, and 
said, " You must travel," and assisted in sending him to 
Italy, where he now studies. I was almost ready to weep 
to think of such a triumph ! If I had been alone, 1 would 
have wept at time lost and talents misimproved. 

July 2. — Visited, with my mother, the panorama — very 
striking. Spent the afternoon at Garscadden. Have felt 
uncontrollable. I seem to be the victim of the most 
intense feelings. 

/u/v 23. — Introduced by Christie by letter to Mr. Leapp 
and William Cullen Bryant, the American poet Had no 
opportunity of showing them attention. Bryant, a man 
of probably 45 ; sagacious-looking and subdued in his 
appearance. After having spent last evening in much 
levity at Garscadden, went to-night to visit my district 

Oclodt-r — Returned from Stirling after having spent 
three days there. It was very gratifying to see friends 
whom I had not seen for two and a half years. How many 
recollections crowded in upon me when lying in the old 
schoolroom— my bedroom at No. 2. The Terrace. Walked 
out to Bridge of Allan with Flo. and William. Called 
at Westerton ; woods lovely, day fine. Called on various 
friends in Stirling. Drove to Dollar ; lovely woods, 
variegated tints. Visited Castle Campbell. Drank of the 
waters of " Doul and Care " after they had mingled 
together near the bridge. Sang all the way into Stirling. 
Met Balfour on my return to-day, and upbraided 
him with leaving the city. On Monday, the 1 3th, and 
Friday, the 17th October, went to julien's concert. Truly 
voluptuous music. Some parts of the pieces deeply affe 
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; but I feel that music, however sweet, cannot give peace 
to the soul. 

Novembir 4, — Miss M asked me to become a 

trustee over the jfiooo sent home by her brother for 
female education purposes. Surely God has some work 
for me to do that I should thus early in life have such 
confidence placed in me. May I be kept humble. 

November 25. — Went with my mother and Mrs, James 
Campbell to an amateur concert. The music very sweet 
Many of the performers known to me. A glee by Calcott 
taken from a passage in Ossian, " Green Thorn of the 
Hill of Ghosts." Instrumental with John Millar, etc., in 
getting up a testimonial for Dr. Balfour on his leaving this 
for Edinburgh. 
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\uary 1 3, — I have been so busy that I have scarcely 
had time to write anything in this book. Heard Lord 
John Russell yesterday in the City Hall deliver an address 
in reply to the presentation of the freedom of the city. 
On New Year's Day went to call in the Spoutmouth on 
the woman Mackay ; found that she had died that 
morning. Got a lesson not to speak harshly to those 
whom I visited. Was much pleased with the affection of 
the Roman Catholic woman, with whom she lived, for the 
deceased. 

January 28. — Went to-night to the conversational 
meeting in Griffin's Chemical Museum. Much pleased 
with the new stereotype process, the electro- type casts 
from the daguerrotype plates, etc. Felt the 

dignity of high purpose kindling within me ; wished for 
some field of labour where I might work with all my 
energ}'. In coming home in the mornings from Fleming's 
class I have often interesting conversations with Guthrie. 
I have frequently of late had it in contemplation to set 
to work in getting up a good school and a regular 
qretem of visitation amongst the poor in that quarter of 
the Gallowgate lying between East Nile Street and Great 
Dovehill. 
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February 3. — Went into Edinburgh to attend the funeral 
of Miss A. Forman. Spent a few hours with that kind- 
hearted soul, Mr. R. B. Forman, at 2 Warristone Crescent 
What a change comes over our friends in the lapse of a 
few short years. 

February 4. — Learned to-day, with mingled surprise and 
satisfaction, that the congregation of Free St James's had 
chosen me to the office of elder. I am younger than any 
of the rest 

February 28. — Had my uncle and aunt and other 
friends to dinner on the 26th — on the 27th a good many 
friends connected with the church. A very pleasant 
evening. To-night I have been obliged to spend the 
whole evening at my uncle's. The recommendation to 
spend the evenings very much alone has not been followed 
out in my case. I have before me the solemn prospect 
of being to-morrow ordained to the highest office which 
a layman can hold in the Christian Church. What must 
be expected from me ? What consistency, what blameless- 
ness, what faithfulness? How often have I marred my 
character by what is uncharitable ? 

March i . — There are two views of religion which connect 
our holy Christianity with Christ Himself — objective and 
subjective. 

May 2. — I have endeavoured this night to give myself 
to God. How prone am I to be " at ease in Zion." I 
live in a kind of dull daylight ; there is no cheerfulness 
in me. 

June 12. — Nothing of interest has occurred for some 
time past so far as regards myself, except a visit to 
Ireland. Went on Monday night at half-past nine on 
board the " Thetis." Called on various people in Belfast ; 
went out to stay with Mr. Boyd — a pretty place. Dined 
next day with Mr. M*Clure, and with him and Mr. Lake 
visited the Botanic Gardens. Belfast a clean and interesting 
town. 

July 4. — Walked out to-night with my mother's little 
dog " Trim." He gambolled on the road while I conversed 
with myself. How suitable a place for meditation is the 
road leading by the banks of the Kelvin from the mill to the 
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public road. The shadowy trees, the low walls that line the 
road and yet shut one in that the mind may have freer 
scope, and the rush of the river over the embankment that 
crosses it, all lead the soul to meditate, and on such a 
night — calm, mild, the moon three-quarters full. I have 
just been endeavouring to get my sou! into a right state. 
Time to meditate is very sweet when snatched from the 
manifold cares and annoyances of life. What a struggle 
life is ! Jealousy, deceit, pride, vanity, covetousness, 
c en seriousness, impatience of spirit, idolatry of self in one 
form or another. How I have been depressed by the 
crosses which I am called on to bear. This depression 
of mind is natural to me. I am extremely sensitive, of a 
very subjective cast of mind, and of an indolent habit of 
mind. The want of sympathy with my habits, my views 
of things, distances me from others at once. I cannot 
trifle, and yet I see that human intercourse is not made 
up of earnestness. Passing shadows of worldly ambition 
flit across me. I should be content and humble. I am 
called to fil! a certain station. 1 must abide till Providence 
opens up some other way for me. Reminded to-day by 

bitterly complaining of a paragraph inserted by me on 

business, that the world is not to be trifled with as to its 
interests, and that it is for me to study to be harmless with 
a good conscience. 

Jufy 5. — A thunderstorm breaking over my head ; all 
the more fearful that little rain was falling at the time. 
How solemn and awe-inspiring the thunder, breaking 
out now and then until the heavens shook. The light- 
ning very vivid. What is that lightning to His searching 
purity and justice ? Dreamt in church about re-visiting 
Parkhall. 

July 18. — On Thursday afternoon went to Stirling. 
Had some very pleasant intercourse with my cousins and 
uncle. Found my poor littie bird dead in its cage that 
same morning before leaving for Stirling. A pet for more 
than seven years, hopping and chirruping. It was a 
silent cage now, and 1 sent it away. 1 was affected by 
the circumstance. Its dear little mistress was taken away 
more than five years ago. [ have a sensiti\e and yet 
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proud spirit. I cannot bear to play second fiddle to 
anyone. . . . Am I to return evil for evil ? A meek 
and quiet spirit, what an ornament it is ! 

August 9. — After a quiet walk to-night my blood boils 
at the disappointments and vexations the state of things 
at present has occasioned me. I find that the kindest and 
most generous of dispositions naturally, has already become 
soured by the manifold petty annoyances which I have 
been experiencing. 

September 4. — I seem almost as if I had exhausted all 
for which men ordinarily deem life worth having. Intro- 
duced to Dr. Chalmers ; had some conversation with him. 
Shook hands with him at Castlecary and bade him good- 
bye. 

September 8. — Found my cousins Flo. and William 
disposed to go to Aberdeen ; sailed at four o'clock down 
the Forth. The castle and town seen again and again as 
if we had never left them. 

September — Visit to Stirling ; holiday thoroughly en- 
joyed. Paragraph in The Guardian referring to the appoint- 
ment of Dr. James Thomson's son to the position 
of Professor of Natural Philosophy, Glasgow, in which 
by high authority he is represented as the first man 
of science of the rising generation in the country. 
That his writings, especially on electricity, had all attracted 
much attention in Paris, and that they were thought very 
valuable contributions to science. The struggle for the 
highest honours, political or scientific, is a cheat if the 
victory or the mastery of either is to be the ultimate good, 

September 28. — How full of idols my heart is ! — The 
world, domestic comfort, human sympathy, influence, vanity, 
— self in one form or another. What motive can actuate 
me to be diligent, active, hopeful, enterprising, availing 
myself of every advantage to self-improvement or advance- 
ment ? Can the world supply it ? I see how the way to 
all that is desirable in this world is beset with thorns. 
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February 13. — After an interval too long to recall all 
that has impressed me, I have to commence with what is 
mournful. The death of that hopeful youth, John Thomson, 
Jon of the Professor of Mathematics, is a solemn and 
affecting thing ; full of hopes and ardent in the pursuit of 
truth. Lately I had the opportunity of meeting with his 
brother, the great mathematician — modest in his appearance, 
A very great throng of bu.siness has left me but little 
time to myself for several months. My mind left little 
opportunity of expanding at home on subjects congenial 
to ray tastes. I took a good deal of interest in the City 
Hall Exhibition ; I sent my Chinese pictures there and 
some other things. 

April 10. — How easily could I be made, from what 
I often experience — if the curtain that covers the past 
were suddenly withdrawn — to possess the iniquities of my 
youth — indolence, vanity, malice, pride, and the works of 
the Acsh of every kind. 

June 7. — Attended church in the morning. In mourn- 
ing for Dr. Chalmers — pulpit hung with black cloth. It 
is striking how general the regret is for his removal. He 
was raised up evidently for a great purpose. The most 
touching thing at his funeral must have been the poor 
little boys from the West Port with the tears in their eyes 
as the coffin passed them. His sudden death, however, 
created no other feeling in me than that his time was come 
like a shock of com fully ripe, 

June 19. — Felt a longing to go to see Parkhall some 
fine summer evening soon. I know that it will be full of 
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melancholy associations, yet I cherish such. I am more 
of that temperament than of the bold, dashing cast I 
have felt what care is of late. What a weary, heavy, 
trying thing it is to earn one's bread in the world ! The 
state of France as to religion presents a wide contrast to 
our own present political state. Popery disgusts and 
alienates many of its adherents in that country. 

June 29. — It is good to go to the houses of the poor 
and see how they struggle through with their difficulties. 
It puts to flight every shadow that may hang upon one's 
spirits. Visited an Irishman — a very specious fellow ; I 
shall keep my eye on him. 

July 5. — I put into execution my long-coveted intention 
of visiting Parkhall. I went out to Milngavie by the four 
o'clock coach and then took a gig to Balfron. Took a 
man of the name of Smith with me. Found that his father 
had been the individual who presented my father with the 
snufT-box, which I still have, on his leaving that part of the 
country, i8th July, 1828, — nineteen years ago. It was a 
pleasant drive. The evening was fine ; my spirits were those 
of high and intense interest Passed the enclosure where 
the deer were — a moor hemmed in by a stone wall — as if 
I had seen the place yesterday. Felt interested in the wild 
plants that grew along the hedges. I felt the value of 
knowledge as imparting an additional interest to a locality. 
These thoroughly country roads ! Then when Killeam 
appeared in view, Buchanan monument towering above the 
village in the distance, I felt a strange, stifling sense of 
interest Passed that, and then came a sight that I could 
almost have wished to return home than see, after going 
so far to see it It was a painful sense of interest that 
wrung my heart Oh, what changes have come over me 
since then— over mine ! Twenty years ago I was there 
in all the buoyancy of youth, living only for the day. The 
same aspect the place bore at a distance, it had when I 
was there a happy child. I drove down past it. I almost 
feared to have another look of it I met old M^^us 
Gunn. The old man did not at first know me. I drove 
up the road leading to that place that was once my 
father's. I found it changed in many respects. I walked 
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into the drawing-room — the same apartment. Walked 
round the garden past the offices ; drove up the road 
leading to the high road ; bade good-bye to the place 
hallowed in my remembrance, — I did not dare to say for 
ever. I cannot tell what may be in the future. Twenty 
years have not made any changes of such consequence 
as to put my memory at fault. The road, the trees, the 
bridges, the running streamlets, are as fresh as if I had 
never been absent from them. 

Drove on to the road over the water of Endrick ; on to 
Balfron. One man very politely bowed to me as I entered 
the village. Called on a number of friends. The hills to 
the east cast a shadow, as it were, over the strath. The 
:*ctting sun gave them a dark, deep, blue colour. ... I 
had no idea that the country was so hilly and mountainous. 
Took up a poor umbrella-maker, who was glad to get a ride 
w far into the city. Got a good deal of information from him 
as to many things connected with the district. I came home 
to thank God that I had been permitted to see this place 
once more, to renew the dreams of youth, to recall long- 
buried associations, to learn a fresh lesson of the mysterious 
providence of God in sweeping a family away from a 
country-side altogether. 

July 2 1 . — I write at Garscadden. After considerable 
hesitation I made up my mind to go with Dr. Balfour to 
Arran. Left with Keddie by the three o'clock train for 
Greenock on Thursday the I sth, and met the Doctor 
and his party in the steamer. Arrived at Arran about 
eight o'clock. Found that the Grand Duke Constantine 
and his suite occupied the accommodation to be had at 
ihe inn, and after deliberation and some management the 
whole party, amounting to thirty, were provided for. A 
loft filled with hay was at first seriously spoken of as the 
only accommodation which one-half of the party could 
get. The party consisted of Dr. Balfour, Dr. Greville, Dr. 
Kansford, Alexander, Keddie, Ivory, Balfour, and a good 
many others. Had most intercourse throughout \vith 
Duncan (Yankee;, Balfour (Colinton), Keddie, Ale.vander, 
Douglas (Prince Charles). Got a place cleared for us 
(the old court-house of the Island). After supper, or rather 



dinner, went out and sang and danced with Keddie, 
Yankee, and others. Oh, the flow of spirits I The calm 
evening, it must have been ten or eleven o'clock, the calm 
sea, the sky, the repose of the place, the quiet inn, with 
its solemn shades of trees, would have led under any 
other circumstances to a deeply meditative walk, but the 
excitement of the change of scene and circumstances and 
the presence of others rendered this out of the question. 
The Grand Duke's suite were moving in and out, and a 
certain atr of mysterious interest was around the old 
inn. 

After many jokes we turned in. It was not to sleep. 
The Yankee and the Blackie in one bed, but not without 
some misgivings, as Yankee afterwards assured us. 1 rose 
at three, never having closed my eyes in sleep, 1 bathed 
with Yankee. Went to bed again, but the sound of voices 
and the general stir soon roused me up, and I was on the 
hill with the rest at half-past seven. Had a most fatiguing 
pull up Goatfell. Found the Grand Duke and his party 
on ponies on their way up. Some of our party reached 
the top before them. The Grand Duke carved his name, 
partly with Keddie's geolc^ical hammer, on the rock, 
" KOHCTAHTlHb." Talked with a young man, who appeared 
to be one of the foreign nobles accompanying the Duke, 
about the plants, etc. Gave Ramsay's Actvunt of Arrow 
to Col. Gray to glance at. The Grand Duke, a young 
roan of about twenty-five years of age, had tartan dress on ; 
bracelet of torquoise on left wrist. He bade our party 
courteously, good-bye. 

/ufy 17. — Rose at six; bathed; started about eight 
along tlic shore. Met Balfour; sailed at four for Glasgow. 

Sfptemher 10. — 1 have lost my little dog " Trim." Poor 
little companion t He died under my mother's chain 
about ten o'clock. . . . Very much occupied for 5ome| 
time past with business. 

Odcbtr 2. — I have had much pleasure in visiting through 1 
iny district How much contentment, how much happtni 
with vcr>' little of this world. 

October 20. — I have been much excrdsed for soin 
days past under the impression that I am the 3ubje< 
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matter of talk among those whose assembly I shun. O 
Lord, give me wisdom and grace to live every such report 
down ! . . , Trying times. But I am here, not to get 
some measure of light and comfort and then to go away, 
but to glorify God. I am not to be taken out of the 
world, but to be kept from the evil. I am to serve God 
as I am enabled through grace in my day and generation, 
until I fall on sleep, A calm feeling to-night. I feel as 
if I would turn over a new leaf and shine in my walk 
and profession brighter than before ; but I can do this 
only through grace. 

November 7, — How dark is the prospect over the nation, 
and over my own individual career. Moderate expectations 
of prosperity in this world blighted ; means of usefulness 
abridged, cut down, as it were, to the water's edge. The 
vanity, the self-sufficiency, the cupidity of others having 
much to do with the trial. I feel sick at heart. 

November 27. — 1 have been reading Miller's Impressions 
of England and the English. ! have never read such 
eloquent remarks on geological phenomena. 

December i. — 1 have finished the perusal of that inter- 
esting volume by Hugh Miller. Truly, he is a remarkable 
man, for the force and liveliness of his illustrations and 
the purity and excellence of his language. 

December 4. — Oh what a strange temper I have — reserved, 
keenly sensitive, proud, so proud that I would rather 
suffer than condescend to ask sympathy ; how changed 
from the once full-hearted, happy boy ! How much has 
of late years marred my peace of mind, and rendered 
mc extremely irritable. I am sure that my mind must 
have suffered severely. 

December 16. — Surely it is early to leam such trying 
lessons. My youth is drunk up. The world — I cannot 
accept happiness from it ; it appears to be splendid misery. 
I think I may say that rather than run the risk of such 
trials again I would, shall 1 say go out of the world? — live 
by the daily wages of the mechanic. Farewell to those 
friends who could call me friend only in the hour of 
prosperity. Shall I ever be able to smile, and fee! happy 
in a position agreeable to my mind? It may be so. But 
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for that hope I would rather go out of the world. It is 
hell to think otherwise! 

December 25. — Called during the last week to act as 
juryman at the criminal trials before the Lord Justice 
Clerk and Lord Wood. Sat for the first time on Tuesday 
last. I was struck with the responsibility of the position. 
. . . How many happy meetings to-night. A Merry 
Christmas ! It closes in upon me with subdued and 
melancholy feelings. It becomes me to be useful in my 
day and generation, through good report and bad report, 
in season and out of season. 



1848. 

January 6. — My grand-uncle, William Glas, dead. I 
have read over the pages of this memorandum book 
since the beginning of the year 1847. "Vanity — all is 
vanity ! " 

February 11. — I have come home from a meeting at 
George Lyon's. Saw mosses and lepaticce : most delicate 
creations. Talked with Dr. Amott on the way home about 
Freemasonry. It would appear to retain many remnants 
of heathen mysteries. 

February 15. — Heard Ralph Waldo Emerson last night 
in the City Hall on " New England : the Characteristics 
of its People." Very interesting; every word full of 
meaning ; the very quintessence of thought ; the style 
faultless. 

March 11. — Many things to note down since I last 
wrote in this book. The young men forming themselves 
into companies and being drilled. I have been enrolled 
in the 8th Division. The riots on Monday and Tuesday 
very serious. On Tuesday at one o'clock it assumed a 
very threatening aspect. The French Revolution has 
given an example to the disaffected throughout the countr>\ 
The aspect of things is ominous throughout Europe. 

. . The strange aspect of things at the Cross — the 
flaring gas lamps, the soldiers, the crowds as they passed 
along, the body of special constables — struck me very 
much. 
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March 22. — Down al Greenock and Port-Glasgow to-day 
on business. A weary world I The fearful losses in every 
description of property, the ruinous rates for produce, the 
dissatisfaction and depression in the pursuit of my calling, 
make me often heavy at heart. 

April S- — Went through my district; found the people 
glad to see me, 

April 23. — I am anxious to be useful to the young men 
in the congr^alion : O Lord, direct me. 

May 6. — Took a walk on Tuesday with Keddie to Gar- 
scadden. A beautiful day. How susceptible I am ! it is 
part of my nature. 

Afay 23. — [ have read Borrow's Bible in Spain. A 
want of interest as a whole about it. A narrative of 
adventure, with some vivid description, and a great deal 
of egotism. A man of con.siderable talent and energy-; — 
there is a certain graphic power about his narratives that is 
very fascinating. On Saturday walked with William 
Kidston to Kilmardinny. A very fine evening, and a good 
deal of pleasant intercourse. 

May 26. — At home, having been in Edinburgh on 
Wednesday evening. Went by five o'clock train. A 
glorious evening ; rich fields ; summer in all its glory. 
One short month has made a great change. Interested in 
the railway to Stirling. How panoramic the view approach- 
ing Falkirk. Went down to the Free Assembly. . . . 
Lay on a sofa in North Bridge Street. Did not sleep ; 
a continual rumbling of carts all night. Got up at half- 
past five ; went down to the Botanic Gardens. What a 
swcel morning ; what a paradise to gratify the senses. 
The sweet song of birds, the gardens full of melody, the 
perfume, the rich luxuriance of the shrubs regaled me. 
Heaven is not so much a locality as a state of mind. 
I fee! this most strongly. Without these walls how 
many anxieties, sorrows, cares, struggles ; and yet within 
them a heart how deceitful. Saw Balfour ; glad to 
see him. He took me through the various hot-houses, 
the palm-house, — the "skrewpine." Happy Balfour !^ — so 
enthusiastic in his profession ; 1 80 students. Looked 
through his collection of things ; very complete. Visited 
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the Courts of Law and the Royal Academy. Went to the 
Witness Office to try to get a sight of Hugh Miller. He 
had just left when I got there. Came home by the one 
o'clock train in an hour and a quarter. 

May 29. — Progressing with my scheme in the Spout- 
mouth. 

June 2$ {Sabbath evening). — O Lord, make me to be 
useful in my day and generation. 

July I. — Another week at a close. Went to-night to 
the room in my district Newspapers in abundance for 
all that have as yet availed themselves of the privil^e of 
reading them. Hung up a map of Paris, showing the 
locality of the massacre. Had Dr. Anderson lecturing on 
the " Eye " on Friday night. About thirty or so present, all 
much interested. 

July 9. — A lovely night How still ! the western and 
northern horizon without a cloud; a subdued yellow twi- 
light. These sunsets lead my thoughts out of the world. 
At Archibald Colquhoun's yesterday at dinner — three miles 
east of Glasgow. Much affected with a sight of the Bush 
people on Wednesday last with my uncle Wright . . 
Enable me, O Lord, to run in the way of Thy command- 
ments, and as I have freely received to freely give, 
accounting talent, time, strengfth, means, friends, every- 
thing Thine. Oh, keep me humble ; prepare me for 
trial. 

July 17. — Out at Garscadden on Thursday last, the 
1 3th ; went into Edinburgh with Keddie. Found Dr. 
Balfour waiting for us at his new house; pleasant inter- 
^urse. Went to Botanical meeting : Dr. Fleming, 
naturalist, in the chair. Met Ivory, Wright, etc., and 
found in the whole aspect of the meeting and the elevating 
character of the intercourse, deep interest Was witness 
to a most beautiful aspect of Edinburgh under the rays of 
the setting sun : the whole mass of buildings bathed in a 
deep red light 

August 14. — The world has to be chastened in its pursuit 

f gain. I can, I think, submit to that; but to doubt 

ne's honour in the long run, to be exposed to the trial 

»f the world's frown, to be unfortunate, and to leave the 
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scoffer a triumph against the truth in one's own person — 
that is very hard to bear. 

September 30. — I feel happy to be at home to-night to 
get rid of the world for twenty-four hours at any rate. I 
have had many things to try my temper and spirit of 
late in the depressing state of matters, in the enmity of 
others, in the jostling, vulgar struggle for business, in the 
(naay trials of business, and otherwise — yet how full of 
mercy my cup is. The Spoutmouth concern getting on 
slowly. Dr. Robert D. Thomson, Keddie, James A. Camp- 
bell, there last night. 

October i i . — Last week, one friend after another at our 
house to hear Jenny Lind. Monday, the 2nd, Uncle John 
Wright ; Wednesday, 4th, Hamilton ; Friday, 6th, Miss 
Bum, Keddie, and my mother went. I went to my district. 
On Saturday went with Miss Bum and my mother to 
Ihe Museum, College, Library, etc. Got Dr. Couper to-day 
to give me some specimens of coral for the illustrations of 
Mr. Landsborough's lecture on Friday. 

Ottober 19. — Much to try me from the spirit of others, 
evcQ in the attempt to do good. It is a time of heavy 
tnaL How much need to walk softly, to forgive, to be 
patient, to be self-denying. Mr. Landsborough's lecture 
on Friday night on " The Formation of Coral Islands." A 
considerable number of friends at dinner with us to meet 
him. Breakfasted next morning at Gourlie's. 

November 10. — Life with me just now is little better 
than endurance. What right have I to busy myself with 
things of one kind or another when so much trial and 
trouble is at the door. Found out " piassava " to be 
opaline. Dr. Arnott came over to-day to show it me in 
his book, after having spent an hour last night in the 
endeavour to find it out. Heard Keddie's introductory 
lecture on Friday last to a course of botany with interest. 
The Spoutmouth turned out well. . . . The anxious 
tenderness of my poor little cat for her kitten sometimes 
amuses me, and teaches me a lesson to be kind and 
affectionate. 

Ottober 29. — How much more precious is character than 
credit 
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December 16. — Often think that if I were out of my 
present position, I would be happier, and I have made 
no secret of that feeling. ... I am sure that I must 
often appear very unamiable to many people just from the 
irritation my temper undei^oes in business. To be ad- 
mitted a member of the Philosophical Society on Wednesday, 
27th instant. Received kind letters from Sir W. Hooker, 
J. G. Fleet, Dr. Greville, enclosing reports of the Brighton 
Institution. . . 

December 23. — Talked with D C about prin- 
ciple in business, not only as to the mode of conducting 
it, but as to the business itself. A long, kind letter from 
Sir William Hooker about the museum at Kew. 

1849. 

January 8. — Dr. James Thomson, mathematical professor, 
died of cholera. 

January 22. — Came home late and tired after being 
an hour and a half in the Spoutmouth. How many cases 
of extreme necessity and hardship! On Wednesday, at 
the Philosophical ; had the electric light exhibited ; very 
interesting. On 15 th, made a member of committee of 
the Stirlingshire Charitable Society. 

February 8. — Attended the funeral of poor 

to-day. Buried not far from the most precious dust to 
me in this world. . . . Surely there is in some char- 
acters a great want of generosity that so recommends 
Christian character. O Lord, give me a spirit of self- 
denying generosity. 

February 17. — Feel stunned to-day by the want of 

kindness and good feeling of . I shall endeavour, 

if it be possible, to be peaceable with all men — to wait 
upon God until He makes darkness light before me. Oh, 
it is more difficult to wait, I think, than to serve. 

February 20. — Am I to give up what is good from 
temper, because others have so little sympathy with me 

in it ? I feel cut to the quick at the insinuations of , 

and yet I see that nothing will please him but a surrender 
of all that either dignifies or refines the mind. 
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February 23. — What a helt upon earth misunderstandings 
cause Seriously thought of going to the bar, but want 
of means and a thousand other considerations hedge up 
my path. 

April 7. — Went with Keddie to Mr. T 's, and saw 

a good many objects of interest from the Holy Land. 
Drank of the ivaters of the Jordan. 

May 5. — How precious is character! Lord, keep me 
from whatever wears even the appearance of evil. 

May 32. — On Friday evening, at the annual meeting 
of the Spout Institution ; some interesting reports read. 
Re%'. D. Brown, Bailie Playfair, James A. Campbell, and 
others present, A very gratifying meeting. On Tuesday, 
I jth, met a deputation of teachers, who addressed us 
about the education fund. On Saturday, i 2th, visited the 
Cathedral with about thirty young men. Several splendid 
sacred tunes under the roof of the nave. 

June S. — On Saturday morning last, 2nd instant, started 
by 7 o'clock train for Edinburgh. Went to Roslin by 
half-past 10 train. Visited the chapel and castle, and 
walked to Dalkeith. Walked through the Duke's grounds. 
Magnificent trees ; an aspect of undefined magnificence 
about the woods behind the gardens. ... I have 
been reading the lives of Alexander Peden and Robert 
Gillespie, martyrs of the Bass. May I ha\'e grace to 
honour and serve God faithfully in my day and generation. 

August 1 1. — At Jutien's concert to-night. The fine 
burst of music was very thrilling and the softer parts 
exquisitely beautiful. After all, 1 did not experience a 
great deal of pleasure. I cannot li\e upon sweet sounds. 
I must have something that bears upon the future to 
influence me ; yet the taste for music should be cultivated 
as an instrument for good. Great preparations making 
for the Queen's visit ; my uncle one of a deputation of 
Justices. This is my birthday ; I am now entering upon 
my thirty-third year. Every year narrows my expec- 
tations as to the future. I may not seek great things for 

August 12. — I have read with great interest Sir 
Tk&tnas Fowell Buxton's Life. The characteristics of this 
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great man — power and love and a sound mind. How 
impulsive, weak, irresolute I am ! how little disposed for 
exertion. 

August 27. — The Queen and Prince Albert visited 
Glasgow on Tuesday, 14th instant With my mother at 
the grand stand. West Street My uncle presented to 
the Queen. Five hundred thousand people agog and not 
an accident, not a riot It is surely an answer to prayer. 
Visited Bothwell Castle through Lord Douglas's kindness; 
a party of forty-three. Walked home with about thirty. 

September 24. — On Friday morning, 14th, went to 
Stirling. Went that forenoon to Drummond Castle 
Gardens with my cousins ; railway to Greenloaning ; drosky 
to the gardens. Crieff, Comrie, Grampians, mist, beauty, 
and sublimity ; gardens, statues, terraces, old battlements, 
long avenue of trees. What fun and joking, punning, 
etc. Home in time for dinner ; music. Saturday — 
Tillicoultry ; the Glen ; a little botany ; A. Browning's 
family ; drive home. Sabbath — Mr. Beith on Romans 
viii. 19-22; a Boanerges. On Monday, 17th instant, was 
on the Castle Hill at eight o'clock ; lovely morning. Took 
a view from every point of the compass of the rich valley 
laden with plenty — a glorious sight ! Passed through a 
garden and paced up and down a retired terrace. The 
sound of the sergeants drilling the men, the awakening 
town, the placid Forth, the peaceful landscape, the silent 
mountains — all interesting. In the train for Glasgow by 
10.30 A.M. Went out to the Observatory with W. Ramsay, 
brother to the geologist, and saw, through Dr. Nicholas 
courtesy, Saturn with his rings. 
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April I. — Fairly set the Spoutmouth Library agoing. 
Appointed secretary of the proposed re-union of the pupils 
of the Rev. A. Browning, Tiliicoultry ; to meet on the 
17th ultimo. 1 have been turning over in my mind 
the idea of going up to London to see the Exhibition 
of 1 85 r, and taking some of the Spoutmouth lads with me, 
each of them to save in the meantime a sum equal to the 
expense of the passage up and down. 

April 26. — I have just come home from giving the 
lads in the "Spout" an opportunity of seeing the "De- 
struction of Jerusalem by Titus " — a very magnificent 
picture. On Thursday, 18th inst, the Tillicoultry dinner 
passed off very well. Twenty-one present, inclusive of 
James Browning ; a very pleasant evening. Dr. Eadie in 
the chair, with James Morrison croupier. A list made of all 
old pupils as far as could be ascertained. 

May 27. — Fished up two lads that had hitherto escaped 
me, and I think it probable they may be induced to join 
the cla-ss. One, a gardener, seems to be an intelligent 
lad. Lent him a book on trees. I am more and more 
convinced that good will come out of the Spoutmouth 
Institution. The annua! meeting on Friday, the 17th, was 
interesting. Got John Thomson despatched to the botanical 
lectures at the College through Dr. Arnott's kindness. 

May 31. — Went to Edinburgh. At the Assembly ; 
beard the whole proceedings with much interest, Mr. 
Anderson's (Madras) speech very good ; Dr. DutTs courage- 
ous, but diffuse. Some most interesting views about caste 
brought out 
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June 19. — The heart-distressing news of the loss of the 
" Orion " steamer on her passage from Liverpool, and 
within a hundred yards of the shore of Portpatrick, on a 
fine summer night, or rather morning. About a hundred 
persons supposed to have perished. The news stunning ; 
the Exchange crowded and anxious both yesterday and 
to-day. Old Dr. John Bums amongst those drowned, 

July ID. — The death of Sir Robert Peel a solemn 
lesson. 

July 17. — Went down to Ayr on Friday evening with 
Dr. Blair, etc., and about fifteen lads from the "Spout" 
Visited Bums's Cottage ; entered the names of a few of the 
party there. Walked on the Blairstone Mains; a lovely 
evening. Slept in the bam ; arose after a night of 
indifferent rest, about three o'clock. Walked through the 
parish of Auchendrain — a very lovely spot ; fine trees, a 
most exquisite fragrance from the fields of wild flowers ; 
bathed not far from Mount Greenan Castle. . . . The 
commercial Exchange with its widespread minous embarrass- 
ments a fearful example of men falling into the lust of 
money and gain. 

July 27. — The Rev. P. Rajah Gopaul in the house with 
me to-night. The conversation of a most interesting 
character. On Monday last went to Loch Lomond with 
"Spout" lads. Arrived at the head of the loch about 
eight o'clock. Dr. Amott, Dr. Scoular, etc., with me. 
Ascended next moming to the top of Ben Voirlich. A 
Swiss gentleman gathering insects; discovered that he 
held infidel views. He confessed that he would be sorry 
that anyone held the same views ; they were so sad. A 
fine night ; went out with James Stevenson, Jun., to a 
waterfall about 80 feet high. Sang, " Come, come, come," 
and other things ; roared and talked till I was exhausted. 
The silent hills in their majesty. What an ocean of 
mountains presented themselves before us from the top of 
Ben Voirlich, with the mist driving along their summits. 
I would try to carry away the majesty of that view. 
Much invigorated — the bleating sheep on the hills, the 
quiet loch, and the passing shadow on the hillsides. 
Started next moming for Inversnaid ; visited Rob Roy's 



AET. 3a) 



DFARV 



8i 



cave. The damp grass and the rain soaking through the 
trees completely drenched me. Reached it and got no 
further than the entrance ; a very hazardous experiment 
altogether, Walked over to Loch Katrine and washed 
ray hands in the loch; six miles across; almost constant 
rain. Much the better of the change of air and the 
cxerdse. Learned a lesson to-day about meddling with 
boys on the street. Shook a little fellow for thrashing a 
girl and inadvertently kicked him. Got no thanks, but 
was likely to get into words with rude, low people. I 
hope to try to do good, cautiou.sty avoiding notice. 
How the world lays hold of anyone who may be 
draped into notoriety. To do good quietly, without 
much being said about it, is the object I ought to 
aim at 

August 2. — How time passes silently but sternly. It 
cannot be recalled or caused to slacken its pace. Yester- 
day at the Cattle Show in the Green and in the evening 
at the dinner. The noblemen, etc., generally young, 
untried men — Duke of Roxburgh, Duke of Argyle, Marquis 
of Douglas, Lord Blantyre, Sir M. S. Stewart — men whose 
claim to consideration in a great measure lies in their 
great possessions and hereditary honours. Pleased with 
the Duke of Argyle's speech. The Duke of Montrose 
spoke well, A considerable number of other noblemen 
and gentlemen there. As a means of stimulating agri- 
cultural improvements, good, Found Rajah Gopaul there. 
He expressed himself interested in seeing so many men 
of whom he had heard, whether as to themselves person- 
ally or their ancestors. Preferred the quiet walk with 

on the preceding evening. Walked to the old 

Roman Bridge ; very lovely evening ; a star above it. 
Rowed on the Clyde to Bothwell Bridge. 

August 3. — Last night at Garscadden. Reflected on the 
true dignity and happiness of life: not in the possession of 
botiDurs or wealth, but in the honest out-putting of what- 
c\xr talent, influence, energy ] have, in what commends 
itself to my conscience as right. The vanity of my mind 
makes me too often anxious to live for display. Let me 
consider that I am here to carry on my business for 
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Christ; ytSy for Him. How kindly, how honourably, yet 
scrupulously honest, how disinterested should I be — a busi- 
ness carried on for Him in a dark world, where there are 
jealousies and heartburnings, and ingratitude and hatred, 
and censoriousness and heartless rivalry — ^and to be carried 
on to recommend His cause. How often have I shown a 
pitiful spirit. O Lord, give me grace to walk so as to 
please Thee. 

August 17. — The poor lads of the Spoutmouth at Gars- 
cadden on the loth August. They sang very well, and 
walked home in good spirits. My birthday on the nth 
inst. ; did not sleep much that night 

August 20. — I have been tempted to despise the mean- 
ness and ingratitude of men. What is man ? How has 
God borne with me ! How, it may be, are fellowmen 
bearing with me ! A high motive always present to my 
mind is the sure preservative of a peaceful serenity of 
spirit. . . . The Spoutmouth engages much of my 
time and thought 

September 3. — At dinner to-night at William Fei^son's; 
met Mr. Charlesworth. Strange that after being in his com- 
pany for about two hours I began to think that I had seen 
him in the Thompsons', which proved to be the case. . . . 
Went by steamer to Lamlash — Major Martin, Dr. Lands- 
borough, etc. Rather rough ; the sensation anything but 
pleasant to me. Brodick in all its grandeur. Met Dr. Bal- 
four out in a boat near Lamlash Bay. Dredged with him 
from twelve till four. A sail up now and then, and 
rather unpleasant from the boat leaning to one side. 
Found nothing very remarkable. Returned to Ardrossan 
by four — very rough and unpleasant 

September 21. — Managed to get thirty tickets for Dr. 
Scoular's lecture on Saturday, the 28th, from William 
Kidston — a battle to get them. 

October 10. — My uncle chosen Dean of Guild on the 
8th October — an honourable office, to which he has been 
elected unanimously. . . . Newspapers full of the 
bold and insolent attack on the Protestantism of England 
by the Pope in the creation of Dr. Wiseman, Cardinal 
Archbishop of Westminster. I have no confidence that 
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the policy of Rome will be defeated by this hasty step ; 
it may end in the more thorough separation of the 
Romanising party and the Orthodox party in the Church, 
and eventually in the destruction of the Establishment. 
Popular opinion, unless under the influence of the truth, 
is a sandbank. I have been pressed in spirit to purchase 
(he Dovehill Church. ! think that schools could be opened 
there to advantage. I do think that it is my duty to 
turn to the next great means of the elevation of that 
district of the city in the institution of a school. . . . 
I know that it will cost me labour and trouble, but I 
have undertaken the adventure knowing that I have many 
opportunities to accomplish successfully now what I may 
not have at a future time. 1 pity the cold selfishness of 
some so-called Christians. Nothing but earnestness will 
do. Devotedness of purpose is the characteristic of Rome; 
why not of Protestants ? 

Detembcr 3. — I purpose to go to London to see friends 
whom I have not seen for eight years ; to examine for 
myself some of the growing philanthropic schemes of 
London. I think I may employ ten days very profitably 
there. 

Dectmber ig. — I have seen much in London that shocks 
me out of the usual habit of thought and feeling. In the 
overwhelming masses of that great Modem Babylon, with 
their ten thousand thousand different interests, a stranger is 
thrown back ujxjn his own unimportance. There is a loneli- 
ness amongst the crowds that swarm through the streets, 
and a friend is more attractive where nearly every face is 
that of a stranger. O God, they are Thy creatures, made 
for Thy glory ; nothing else almost makes me feel kin to 
them. 1 felt an elation of spirit in seeing old faces and 
visiting places full of old associations that was cheering to 
my mind and body. My mind had become more mature, 
ray knowledge of the world and of the purposes of life had 
been strengthened by the reading and intercourse of eight 
years since I last saw London, and there were yet friends 
to whom I could unbosom myself, who could remember 
me as a dreamer and a youth of ardent mind, just entering 
on manhood. 1 think that there is one lesson 1 must 
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try to learn r if others be rude and inconsiderate why 
should 1 ? 

I left home on the 6th December, at nine P.H. 
Struck on my way up with the wonderful change railways 
have wrought. Saw several young gentlemen at Rugby 
ready for hunting ; everyone looked as if he had come 
out of a bandbox, — it struck me they were effeminate 
looking. Arrived in London about two o'clock ; a strange 
fluttering at my heart. Drove to the " Tavistock." Struck 
with the crowd and overwhelming masses of human beings 
and vehicles — everyone driving on. It was a picture of 
the world. And yet this mighty mass could be agitated 
as in a storm by some great question of public interest. 
Saw the Rev. William Faithful, and when I stepped out 
of the omnibus struck with my umbrella over the back 
my very old friend, R. B. F., who was surprised to see me. 
Saw my cousin Michael [eldest son of Patrick Connal], 
Dined at the Conservative Club — very handsome lobby. 
Went that evening to hear a concert at the Opera 
House. Went next morning to St. Paul's ; much im- 
pressed with the service. Went to Westminster Abbej' ; 
venerable pile ; heard service, but was not pleased 
with it as compared with that of St. Paul's. Went 
to Ragged School Union and gathered information as 
to the localities of schools. Visited the Ragged Dormi- 
tory, St. Ann's Street. Westminster ; (thirt>--one burglars) 
much pleased. Passed the new Houses of Parliament' 
Not much struck with the general style of the building, 
but when the great tower is up the effect may be 
very different Next morning to Brighton. How full of 
exhilaration of spirits to see old friends [Thompsons]. 
How new, how pleasant, how gratifying these sensations of 
welcome Drove with William and Esther to the cliff, and 
walked for a short time on the beach. . . On Friday 

went to Kew ; saw Sir W. Hooker, the Palm House, 
Expected to ha\'c been accompanied by Sir Richard Browtr, 
whom 1 accidentally met on Sunday, but he was unwelL 
Went by myself in the e\-ening to the Field Lane Ragged 
Schools. Taught a class there for half-an-hour. The 
place full of thieves. Lord Ashley came in and I had 
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privilege of talking with him for some time about such 
institutions. Ventured to speak of the Spoutmouth. Struck 
with the desperate-looking characters there ; some as old as 
twenty to thirty ; the greater proportion being younger 
persons of both sexes. Came home delighted. 



iSsi. 

January 6. — 1 have returned from a short run to 
Stirling. . . Life is not to be spent in that which 

is frivolous : it has a purpose for which we must answer 
to God. I would pray to spend and be spent in His 
service. 

January 2 s . — Very tired and exhausted, yet find a 
Saturday night at home very soothing. Received a letter 

from Mr. T about a Bible Institute which he has 

started in imitation of the " Spout " ; very gratifying. 
The meeting of the "Spout" on the 17th very interest- 
ing. Upwards of fifty young men present. Some of the 
remarks of the young lads were very much to the point and 
Rtted lo do good. 

jl/ac 14. — Engaged in winding up the affairs of the 
Glasgow Gaelic and English Schools Society. It is a 
singular coincidence that the Youths' Auxiliary Society 
was instituted in September, 1817, and that I should 
now be engaged in burying it. It is to a month as old 
as I am. 

Afay 24. — The annual meeting of the "Spout" passed 
off well. I have been tempted to think, why weary 
myself with it? Yet I should think, when anxious for 
my own improvement, of those who, but for that humble 
institution, would be without many sources and opportunities 
of improvement, and that I am responsible for the many 
blessings I enjoy. 

Juru S. — At Garscadden on Friday night. Took a walk 
with my uncle in [the] wood that lies to the north of 
Garscadden ; full of wild flowers — red, purple, pink, white. 
A calm evening, and the sight of the country did me good. 

Jun^ 15.— -I am sensitively alive to the injury, real or 
supposed, of others towards me. Too feminine in my cast 
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of mind ; not of that rough, rugged cast of mind of others ; 
of a retiring, yet proud, haughty spirit 

/une 29. — A Sabbath day of excessive heat Went 
with Dr. Andrew Anderson to the Eye Infirmary in 
Charlotte Street ; saw about thirty patients. Much im- 
pressed with a sense of the value of sight Thought of 
the Saviour's commission to open the cyts of the blind. 
Have I sight ? What a privilege ! what a responsi- 
bility ! 

/ufy 9. — Went to Kinross [to funeral of Mrs. Sted- 
man] ; found my mother there. Sad the whole way ; 
sadder still when those with me had no sympathy with 
the bereaved. My cousin, William Wright, chief mourner. 
Followed the hearse to the romantic burying-ground on 
the banks of the loch immediately opposite the castle. 
The Stedmans appear to have been resident in Kinross 
about three hundred years. It was strange to notice the 
many circumstances that identified Mrs. Stedman with 
the district, and with a past as well as a present genera- 
tion. She has died at the age of eighty-five, having lived 
sixty-one years under the same roof, respected and 
esteemed by all. She was an old, old friend of my 
mother's. The medical man, Dr. Gray, thirty-seven years 
going about the house, the trustees thirty years, and the 
man of business upwards of thirty years connected with 
the family. What a break-up ! what a change I Yet 
how soon will it all be forgotten, and a life spent thus 
tranquilly and unobtrusively as Mrs. Stedman's will be 
remembered by but a few who valued her as a friend, or 
who shared her little bounties. . Called in at Mr. 

Browning's for a few minutes. He was looking old, but 
seemed to be much of the same spirit as ever — an inde- 
pendent thinking man. 

/u/y 18. — Obliged to destroy our poor little dog 
" Gipsy " from fear of hydrophobia. I feel as if I had lost 
a companion. 

August 21. — I have spent the evening at Dr. Walter 
Amott's in company with Dr. Joseph Hooker, Gourlie, 
and Keddie. Very glad to see Hooker, and we had 
some very pleasant reminiscences. Heard Father Gavazzi 
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on Monday, ihe iSlh, in the City Hall. On the i6th at 
Garscadden witJi the ladies — a wet, soaking night. 

September 13. — Made a member, on Friday night, the 
5th, of the Natural History Society of Glasgow. Became 
also, about ten days ago or so, a member of the Glasgow 
Benevolent Society. 

September 24.^! cannot tell ; it becomes me to be very 
humble, but I think that God has some work for me yet. 
What is business but a complicated web of hazard 
and vexation. 

November 27, — | have come home this afternoon from 
the wedding at Ormidale,^ Went with the bridegroom and 
the friends on Tuesday morning at 1 1 o'clock by steamer ; 
n lovely day. The Kyles of Bute lovely, and the drive to 
Ormidate enchanting, The marriage ceremony over, the 
tenants and party, with the piper, took a short cut to meet 
the carriage witli the pair, and afresh cheered them. Guns 
flred, reverberating through the valley. Dancing in front 
of the house : Highland hospitality and gaiety. Glendaruel 
and his children, etc. . . Much struck with an old 

woman of eighty-seven at the wedding. 

Dectftber 5, — How difficult for a young man to influence 
men of mature years and reputed great experience in 
pursuing the safest and most expedient course. 



1852. 

February 25, — The whole commercial interests of the 
country are undergoing a sifting, and at the same time a 
levelling, process. Men are becoming poorer because ad- 
ventures are unremunerative. Is this to be traced to Free 
Trade? — to a government that has thrust upon the country 
an ill-adjusted measure, and taken no pains to adjust 
difficulties? At a meeting in Dr. R. D. Thomson's to-night 
These scientific re-unions are very pleasant, but they suit a 
cast of mind that is very dissimilar to that required in large 
and comprehensive undertakings. Saw the circulation in the 
foot of a frog ; verj- beautiful. 

' William Connai, of Solsgirth, married Emelia, second daughter ol 
Colonel Campbell of Ormidate. 
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April 8. — Life cannot be to me full of much that can 
make me wish it to be prolonged if things go on as they 
have been going. Happiness dragged at the wheels of 
other people's temper and wishes and objects ; — yet I may 
live in hope. 

May 26. — On 24th June the anniversary of the Battle 
of Bannockbum is to be celebrated by the Stirlingshire 
Charitable Society, by walking to the field in procession. 
1 have had some thoughts of revising, for publication, my 
poem on the battle. I fear, however, that I must let it 
alone. The fascination of adapting pleasant pictures to 
verse is apt to lead my mind away from close attention to 
the details of business. 

June 24. — Accompanied the Glasgow Stirlingshire Chari- 
table Society to the field of Bannockburn, which I visited 
with much interest, and witnessed the games afterwards 
in the old romantic green close to Cowan's Hospital. I 
published, after some misgivings, my poem on Bannock- 
bum, and find that, like all poems, it gives no encourage- 
ment to repeat the dose. 

August 9. — I have read to the young men, who have 
formed themselves into a society for the prosecution of 
the study of entomology, a letter from Miss Beavor, Amble- 
side, which is encouraging, enclosing a letter from the 
artizan who was, at the time she formed her acquaintance- 
ship with him, pursuing the study of moths and butterflies 
in the midst of many dilTiculties. The poor fellow In 
earnest. The previous evening at Greenfield. On the 
Monday following away out by myself to Tollcross to look 
for the leguminous plant — the amithopus ; 1 found it, to 
my great delight. 

September 1 5. — I had an excursion to Craigenglen, 
Campsie, on Saturday, 28th August, with W. Kidston. Met ' 
John Young and another young man out there, and was 
very much interested in what they pointed out of the 
geolt^y of the district. I wa-s glad to find that a class 
of young men for the study of geology was in existence 
at Campsie. Left in the steamer for Belfast on Tuesday, 
31st Augu.!!!. Went to the School of Design and saw 

; Lord Lieutenant receive an address from the Directors. 
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Lord Belfast read the address. Present— Mr. Whiteside 
(who, I understood, was counsel for O'Connell), SoHcitor- 
General, and a great many great folks. Went in the 
evening to the meeting of the Association for the Advance- 
ment of Science. Thursday found my name unexpectedly 
included in the committee of Section D, — I daresay at 
Dr. Amott's suggestion. Attended at the committee and 
had Prince Buonaparte pointed out to me. Saw the flower 
show at the Botanic Gardens. On Friday, 3rd September, 
said a few words on the paper by Dr. Royle on the " Tea 
Plant" Dined at the table d'hSu, and had some amuse- 
ment with Sir John Ross, who, from extreme deafness, 
returned thanks for the " Army and Navy " to the toast 
of the " British Association," Was introduced to Dr. Curdie, 
who turned out to have been one of Dr. William Cowper's 
geological class in 1833 or so. Said he remembered the 
voice A river in Australia called after him. Early 
next morning went to Ballymena, Round Tower of 
Antrim, Lough Ncagh in the distance. Mail coach to 
Coleraine Recognized plants as we went along; Dr. 
Balfour and Keddie with me. Hired a car for the Giant's 
Causeway. Pleased on the whole with the aspect of the 
coontiy, yet a great want of farming. Beset by boatmen 
and guides at the Causeway, Hired a boat and went 
into one of the caves. The sea smooth as glass. A glorious 
day. The Causeway did not strike me with wonder : the 
whole coast of the same character. On Wednesday went 
to Cave Hill to gather some plants and fossils. Drove on 
to "Giant's Ring" (with a wild fellow of an Irishman for 
a driver), an interesting relic of Pagan times. The whole 
of my visit to Ireland full of pleasant associations. Struck 
with the thriving aspect of Belfast, and with the richness 
of the country. I had the opportunity of seeing Arch- 
bishop Whately, Sir W. R. Hamilton (astr.). the Rev. 
Dr. Robinson, Prof Phillips, and the Rev. Dr. Hincks. 

November 18, — I had the great pleasure of hearing 
Hugh Miller last night — a man of genius; and to-night 
Isaac Taylor on " Hebrew Poetry" — a profound thinker and 
nervous writer; some of the ideas he elaborated very 
striking. 
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January 6. — I this day received intimation that I have 
been elected a director of the Chamber of Commerce and 
Manufactures in Glasgow. 

January i8. — Dined yesterday with the Stirlingshire 
Society. My uncle' more than usually disposed to speak. 

January 23, — Mrs. John Scott, Hyde Park, London, dead. 
I wrote Mr, Scott, a friend, since 1835, whom 1 shall ever 
gratefully remember. 

January 31. — Sir Richard Brown in town just now, and 
tr>'ing to get people interested in his peat scheme. 

February 22. — My mind taking a more decidedly prac- 
tical character. 

April 16. — I have been elected a Commissioner to the 
General Assembly by the Presbytery of Glasgow. The 
election took place about three weeks ago. I consider it 
a high honour, and I hope that any influence which I may 
thereby acquire may be exercised for the cause of God. 
I cannot condescend to what is mean, and I hate 
all coarseness and indelicacy of mind. Mrs. Beecher-Stowe, 
the authoress of UncU Tom's Cabin, in town. 1 have not 
as yet seen her. I hope that nothing may be done to 
or by her to injure the cause of the slave, or to protract 
the emancipation of that unhappy and degraded race. 
Much interested in a picture by De la Roche of " The 
Condemnation of Marie Antoinette." Through the kind- 
ness of Mr. M'Clure, the print-seller, intend to show it to 
the " Spout" A noble specimen of art. 

April 26. — On Saturday last went with Keddie to the 
' William Connal. 
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Botanic Gardens in the evening. Searched and found the 
Draba vema^ on a dyke leading up to the Observatory, by 
moonlight 

April 28. — At a great Protestant meeting in the City 
Hall ; struck with the fine earnest countenances of young 
mechanics. On Friday at School of Design with the 
[Spoutmouth] lads. 

May 23. — Went into Edinbui^h to fulfil my duties as 
member of Assembly. Met Dr. Fowlis and talked with 
him about refreshment rooms for the working classes. 
Tuesday being the Queen's birthday I went with Keddie, 
etc., to John Knox's house, and saw a good many interest- 
ing things in it. I saw from the stair the procession of 
the Commissioner pass. I then strolled up part of 
Arthur's Seat and behind Holyrood House, and dined at 
the ** Rainbow." Talked with Keddie till past four A.M., 
and then went to bed. Introduced to Hugh Miller on our 
way down to the House — a man coarsely dressed, on his 
way down to see the fire (Adelphi Theatre burned). 
Breakfasted with the Moderator on Thursday morning. 
A kind of levie before the breakfast 

July 10. — The walks I take with the young men of the 
"Spout" very pleasant to me. My botanical attempts gfive 
me hope and pleasure ; — the young men seem interested. 

July 19. — Left on Friday evening by steamer with 
thirty-nine of a party. In the morning at six o'clock or 
so on Dumbarton rock; handled Wallace's sword. Left by 
train and steamer for Inveramon ; the curling mists along 
the hills very beautiful ; the frequent heavy showers swelled 
the mountain torrents into cataracts. Arrived about five 
o'clock or so — wet to the skin. Soon in bed in the 
straw of the bam ; twenty-one in the bam. An old yew 
tree in the place said to have sheltered King Robert 
the Bruce. . . . An expedition in which all were 
delighted. Tone of my mind fresher and my general 
health better in consequence. The stupendous mountains, 
the calm, deep lake, the majestic rolling curtains of 
mist, spoke of God. 

August 20. — I have seen to-day the comer shop at 
Watt Street — a whisky shop— the very place I wanted as 
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a coffee shop. There seems some strange trial in this. 
Vcr>' heavy at heart. I know that I need to be kept 
humble, but I would fain have my own way. 

Sepumber 3, — The cast of my mind is very susceptible 
of what is fitted to cast down. My aim should be to 
sen'c God in my day and generation. 1 must soon fall 
asleep, but let me rather wear out than rust out. 1 hear 
of the success of others, of their taking a position in the 
public eye. I don't want to lay myself out for that, for 
I think there is much that is contemptible about the 
tendency of mind that loves to fill that position. Yet 
public spirit is a noble thing. I feel my mental weak- 
ness : 1 want grasp and go-ahead energy, I think some- 
times that an opening may occur to give full scope to 
my energy of mind and character, if I have any. Again 
the restraint, the depression, the want of aim and purpose 
that I find often with me make me think that the 
particular business I am in at present is not to be the 
one I am to follow. There are three things that 1 feel 
called upon to pursue without a pause — the Spoutmouth 
Bible Institution, the Bell Street School. Calton. and the 
Chinese Society. 

September 17. — 1 left Glasgow on the 9th. When once 
fwrly past the Kyles of Bute I felt relieved. I was 
getting quit of ail associations. A beautiful day. Walked 
along the banks of the Crinan Canal. The sight carried 
me back to old times — say 1826 or so. On board the 
steamer on Saturday, loth September, at seven A.M. The 
Sound of Mull. Ounolly Castle, etc., beautiful scenery. 
Dr. M'Leod of Morven ; Stafla in the distance ; a haze 
that gave all the more interest to the view. 1 wish that 
I had been there (StafTa) alone. A mixed feeling of 
solemn awe, and a desire that others may share in the 
feeling. Picked up a few plants as a memorial. About 
two o'clock drew near lona. 1 think I felt somewhat of 
the sentiment of Dr. Johnson — I felt a solemn sense of 
my own unfitness, and yet of veneration for the piety 
and devotedness which had been embalmed on that spot 
— the nurse of the truth in the darkest gloom of the 
Middle Ages. I have not got over that feeling yet. and 
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don't wonder that Roman Catholics and Puseyites carry 
away this feeling, perverted, however, to the exclusion of 
the spiritual worship of Christ. Martyrs' Bay, the Street 
of the Dead, the Nunnery roofless, the Graveyard, the 
Cathedral— every spot was solemn, and I breathed more 
freely after the crowd of strangers had left, that I might 
visit and revisit them without interruption or excitement. 

Walked after dinner round the shore ; beautiful white 
sand ; a line of sea blubber, like ]>eas, washed in by the 
tide and left stranded. Picked up a cramba maritima, 
which Keddie had overlooked in his list of plants, . . . 
In the graveyard monuments of the Lords of the Isles, 
warriors, bishops, and kings, with the rude, yet curious 
carving. . . On Monday, at seven o'clock, away to 

the south end of the island to see the spot where St. 
Columba landed. The wild, yet majestic sweep of the 
ocean as it dashed upon the beach was very fine. Picked 
up a few pebbles, smooth almost like ^gs — the catms of 
stones— Tro\u(p\ol>r^oio OaKarrtrni. What is man to these 
majestic waves, the creatures of God? The foam-crested 
waves, dashing upon sunken rocks or banks, was a sight 
I never wish to forget. Started for Mull ; the 

waves rather high to be pleasant in the Sound of lona, 
and still more so when the gusts came down, exposed as 
we afterwards were to the full swell of the Atlantic 
Great headache and had to lie down. Often saw here, as 
well as at lona, ruined houses, the result of emigration. 
Very wild. Picked a few specimens of fossil plants; leaves 
like bush leaves; the Goblin Cave. Went down to the 
shore ; the roll of the Atlantic most majestic. Basaltic 
pavements and pillars, caves, etc., etc. Met the old 
postman — a veteran. Had some strange solicitude in the 
prospect of again crossing the Sound of lona, so late at 
night ; now dusk. Again on the white-crested sn'elling 
wa\-es that simmered round the boat ; thankful to land. 
Made a hcart>' tea — a roasted goose. Out again at HfUg- 
Orart : in moonlight it would be splendid. Next morning 
l^lbund our way to the " Spouting Cave " — a fearfully wild 
Spot. The Atlantic dashing in and sending up its spray 
through this hole ivith the discharge of thunder to the 
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height of seventy feet or so (the rainbow reflected in the 
spray) — a sight well worth the hazard of the descent to it 
and of a visit to this part of the island. Bade farewell to 
interesting lona, carrying a few plants and a few stones 
as a remembrance. Sailed at eleven o'clock p.m. The 
magnificent steamer rocked a little, but swept on her way. 
Jura, islay ; the moon obscured ; the silent stars ; I was 
alone as a passenger on deck at two o'clock A.M. Got 
up early to see the Mull ; Machrihanish Bay ; red streaks 
in the east; swell heavy; fresh breeze; the extreme point 
of the Mull Lighthouse ; very heavy sea between it and 
Arran ; glad to get into quiet water. 

October I. — I feel honoured in being the secretarj* of a 
society which now commands some share of public 
attention (Chinese Society). Heard Lord Palmerston on 
Tuesday last deliver a speech. I was not struck with it, 
but it was interesting to see a hard-worked minister of 
the Cfown — a man so well known throughout Europe for his 
decision, liberality of mind, and high courage. 

October 29. — The Chinese Society inviting me to fresh 
labours. The " Spout " becoming more important and 
onerous. 

Sovtmber 4. — The young men of the Spoutmouth Bible 
Institution presented me with a very handsome copy of 
Blackie's edition of the Bible — a useful and handsome 
gift I attempted to give some idea of what I would be 
at in the further progress of the institution. I said that, 
valuable as it (the Bible) was as the token of their 
regard, it would be ten-fold more so as the pledge that 
the)' would help me to carry out the purposes of the 
institution, and help me to elaborate the idea which is 
aimed at by it. 

Decembtr \ 4. — Went to-night with Mr. Thomas M'Clure,' 
of Belfast, to the exhibition of pictures in Dixon Street. 
Pleased with the sight of the " Rarotonga Chief" — a fine 
young man. On the 30th November at the public dinner 
of the West of Scotland Guarantee Association. Asked 
by Sir James Campbell to give the toast, " City of Glasgow 
and Trade of Cl)'de," which I could not refuse, though most 
' M.P. for Belfast 1868-1874 : created a Baronet 1874. 
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reluctant. Attempted to make a display. I am more and 
more anxious to be quietly useful than to attract notice. 
The applause of men very hollow. 



1854. 

January 24. — I have made repeated attempts to sit 
down and write what has interested me, but fatigue or 
engagements of one kind or another have prevented me. 
Renewed my former happy associations in a visit from 
Mr. R. B. Forman and his amiable wife. ... I 
hope the correspondence opened up with William Thomp- 
son [London] as to the vacancy in the governorship of an 
establishment for juvenile delinquents may lead to some- 
thing for W R . 

February 2$. — Followed my uncle (Patrick Connal) to 
the grave on Tuesday, 14th inst Glanced with my uncle 
John^ at one or two gravestones immediately after the last 
offices were over. Heard to-day of the Government grant 
of ;£^400 to the Bell Street School. I have some difficulties 
in connection with the Education Bill now before the country, 
introduced by Lord Advocate Moncrieff on Thursday last 

March 4. — Heard of Dr. James Thomson's death — a 
truly good man ; one who urged me to become the secre- 
tary of the Chinese Society. . . . The approach of war 
— the collision is not far distant — fills me with a solemn 
view of the future. Dr. Balfour kindly remembers me with 
a present of his new work on Botany. 

March 15. — I have had an unexpected visit to London. 
On Monday rather alarmed to find my uncle [W. Connal] 
unable to go to Liverpool from illness. In the train that 
night strange mixture of thoughts in the prospect of seeing 
friends whom I had not seen for some years. I left Liver- 
pool on Wednesday for London. Welsh scenery very in- 
teresting. Oxford ; was much struck on waking up to find 
two gownsmen at the train. Arrived in London at i o. 1 5 
and drove to Wood's Hotel. Sallied out next morning 
with strange old associations revived. Went to William 
Thompson's trig place at Wimbledon Common. On 

^ John Wright 
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Saturday went to Houses of Parliament. Very gorgeous, 
and interesting as concentrating the legislative wisdom of 
the country. Saw Mr. Chester at the Privy Council 
Office, at Downing Street, about Bell Street School. At 
1.30 r.M. on my way in the train to Redhill. Visited 
the Philanthropic Farm. Much interested ; but apparently 
expensively conducted. Spent a quiet, pleasant evening 
at Betchworth. On Sabbath went to Brockam Church, 
built by Mr. Goulbum under most interesting circum- 
stances. His deceased son's dying request was that he 
should build it. The young man's college companions 
assisted. How sweet an English village ! In coming 
home, passing through the lovely grounds of Mr. Kirk- 
patrick, crossed the Mole — -"the sullen Mole." (Monday) 
— Bade adieu to the lovely neighbourhood of Betchworth, 
its swelling downs, its rich old trees and landscape. After 
an anxious busy day amidst much that oppresses from 
its vastness and wonderful variety of human condition, in 
the train for Glasgow at a quarter to nine l.M. Found 
how much alone I would be without friends in London 
when passing from London Bridge to Hungerford Bridge 
by water ; not a face known to me. Regent Street, with 
its rolling chariots, depressed me. How much show ; it may 
be how little happiness. 

May 4. — Heard on the ist inst. of the sudden death 
of poor little Alice Gawne' at Villa Marina. Found 
dead in bed. My uncle left on the 2nd for Moffat ; I hope 
that he may get better : he is breaking down. 

June 19. — Set out for Kinross with my mother, to be 
prcicnt at Mrs. Lennox's marriage with Mr. Williamson 
at Kinross. Met my Uncle John, etc., at Stirling. 
Walked along the shore to Loch Leven. Stood for 
some time within a mile of the castle on the north-east 
shore: My uncle apparently in the best of spirits. On 
Saturday took the lads of the Spoutmouth to Lin- 
lithgow. Strange that during the same week I should 
have been in places so widely apart associated with the 
name of Queen Mary. 

' Daughter of Edward Gawne of Ballagawne, Isie of Man, and Marion 
Clu ConnaL 
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July 7. — Kossuth in town. I did not go to hear him, 
though doubtless an eloquent man and a patriot ; but his 
visit ill-timed. 

August 14. — Yesterday St James's Free Church opened 
by Sir H. W. MoncriefT, Bart The alterations, paintii^, 
and decorations beautiful. In the afternoon at the Ragged 
Schools, and found the exertion of trying to fix the 
attention of 130 boys too much for me. Struck to-day 
by seeing the death of Lord Jocelyn in Lord Palmerston's 
house, from cholera, after an illness of a few hours. 

September 3. — Received a copy of the new edition of 
Gutzlaffs New Testament about ten days z^. Strange 
that I should have to do in any measure with sending 
the New Testament to the Chinese when my father 
brought home the first copy (Dr. Morrison's^ translation) 
to this country more than thirty years ago as a present to a 
friend of Dr. Morrison's. 

Septeviber* 22. — Eliza Connal married at Garscadden to 
Dr. Gibson on Tuesday, the 19th inst. I hope that it 
may be a happy union. Read of the death of Mr. Pike, 
the author of Persuasives to Early Piety^ the book which 
I read in 1835. He appears to have departed within 
the last ten days, at his study table, the pen in his hand and 
his spectacles on his face undisturbed, while his head rested 
on the desk. 

October 14. — On the morning of Thursday last went 
to Stirling to Miss Burd*s funeral.^ This death, which is 
taken notice of in the Stirling Observer of 12th October, 
is a striking one — a link with the remote past broken. 
Ninety-four years of age. I think my mother will miss 
her more than any of the rest. She was a favourite of 
hers [Miss Burd's] and her brother's when a little girl. 
Captain Stevenson married Miss Oliver from Devonshire, 
who had an only daughter, Frances Stevenson. She 
married William Wright of Broom, whose family con- 

^ Robert Morrison, the first Protestant missionary to China. Sent 
out by London Missionary Society, but he acted as the servant of the 
East India Company. In 18 13 he completed the translation of the New 
Testament 

-Niece of Captain Stevenson. 
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sisted of my Uncle John, the present Wright of Broom, 
my Aunt Frances, and my mother. Eliza. 

November ii. — How much do 1 feel the value of 
having a constitution for the Spoutmouth Bible Institution; 
it will outlive me and my individual teaching. 

Dtcetnber 2. — The fearful struggle in the Crimea ab- 
sorbing public interest O God, may the cause of truth 
prevail. There is a moral force in the attitude of Great 
Britain in this struggle that is sublime. There must be 
overtumings, overturnings till a highway is made for the 
Prince of Peace. I have thought that there is a close 
connection between the religious training and associations 
of home and the firm, independent position of our troops. 
They know the keen, universal interest of the Christian 
community in them and the issue of the struggle, and the 
strong sympathy with them in it. The 93rd Highlanders 
have done well. 1 am not called to engage in such a 
struggle, but I believe I have an important wbrk at home. 
O God, strengthen me for it. . . . I begin to think 
how humble I should be in my knowledge of character. 
How readily I have mistaken character and capacity where 
my friendships were intimate. I should also distrust my 
own capacity. I am disposed to think too highly of myself. 
Luxurious ease not suited to me, I must be doing some- 
thing that has a bearing on what is for the good of others, 
or for my own personal improvement. 

Deumber 9. — Solicited an interview on Friday morning 
with Mr. F. D. Maurice. Had half-an-hour's conversation 
with him on the subject of his Working-Men's College. 

December t6. — Spent an hour with Maurice on Wed- 
nesday. Heard him on Thursday evening. Nebulous in 
his views ; he has much yet to do to resolve them into 
bright, clear points. 

1855. 

January 30. — On the first January tried to visit the 

■• Pott-erfut " (84 guns) at Greenock. Tom Gawne* with 

ui On the eighth, at the Panorama of Hindostan — for 

one penny — a successful experiment. At the House of 

' Son of Edward Gawne of Ballagawne, Isle of Man. 
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Refuge annual meeting. The post-boy's verses read by the 
Sheriff ; the manl>' statement of Deacon-Convener Craig. 
On the fourth went with John Henderson of Park to 
Penny or Half-penny Theatre to see about the eligibility 
of the place for a higher class of amusement. On the 
fifteenth met a number of Free Church elders about the 
unhappy dispute about Dr. Cunningham and Dr. Buchanan. 
Stood alone in giving an opinion. 

January 27. — Went to the Architectural Institute, ex- 
pecting to hear Sheriff Bell and Mr. Smith, Jordanhill. 
Much pleased with the collection of things and the general 
character of the exhibition . . My dear uncle far 

from well, yet going about. 

March 3. — The news of the Czar Nicholas' death re- 
ceived last night. Heard it after having left Gourlie's, 
where 1 met Dr. Allen Thomson, etc, and a medical 
student, who goes out to Africa in search of objects of 

natural history. Went to 's to get him to sign his 

wilL Agreed to do my best in seeing his young family, 
in the event of his death, brought up on the means left 

April 7. — The unscrupulous cupidity of some is foreign 
to my habit of mind. I could not condescend to it. Had 
a large party of friends on Thursday week to meet Mr. 
and Mrs. J. D. Bryce. 

May 5. — I have had a week's service at the Circuit 
Court as juryman. Felt strongly how crime hinges on 
drink, yet I feel that I cannot be a total abstainer. 
Heard part of the evidence and saw Lord Cowan condemn 
the murderer, Colin Stevvart, to death — a mcst solemn pro- 
ceeding. The solemnity of the court while the sentence 
of death was being written out was affecting. The judge 
apparently much moved. . . . Lord Advocate's Educa- 
tion Bill a doubtful measure as to the hold over the 
religious character of the teacher. 

May 22. — At the M'Lellan Rooms to-night with my 
mother and Marion Connal. The pictures very fine, but 
too many of one class. Had a meeting to-day to sign 
the agreement as to the Free Church College; j£^t 4,000 
or so subscribed. Interested in Mr. Dudas, a Hungarian 
minister, once chaplain to an Austrian regiment of hussars, 
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now in Constantinople. It is interesting to see men from 
all quarters of the world alive to one great mission. 

Afay 38. — Went with the lads to Cathcart and Linn 
Houses on Saturday last. A lovely night after a storm of 
thunder and rain. The old castle seen by moonlight, and 
the Cart seen amidst trees with the moon reflected in it. 

June 22. — Bad news from the Crimea to-day. O Lord, 
grant that the struggle may issue in a victory for the 
truth. 

August 4. — My uncle's future comfort very dear to me, 
and thai of my mother. 

Sfpttmber 19. — A long week of the British Association. 

. . I have had the opportunity of seeing several men 
of eminence — Dr. Whewell, Sir Charles Lyell. Hugh 
Miller, Professor Sedgwick, Sir David Brewster, Prince 
Buonaparte, Dr. Carpenter, and others. It is very interest- 
ing to see men whose names will live, and I have felt a 
kind of fresh pull up. What am I doing? 

Nmrmber g — I delivered, in the Dovehill Mission House, 
on Monday evening, a lecture on " The Antiquities of the 
Dovehill." I believe it was listened to with interest. [ 
have just been called out of the room to see Robert 
Reid, a smith, who has brought me a present of game for 
my attention to his mother and sisters, on leaving for 
Texas. Poor fellow I What encouragement to me to be 
kind and useful. 

December t, — Called during the week on several appli- 
cants of the Stirlingshire Charitable Society. Some cases 
of humble poverty yet independence — very touching. My 
uncle at a meeting of Justices on an important case on 
Thursday last — kept till nine o'clock, I could not have 
believed he had the strength or spirit for it. Took my 
seat as a director of the Merchants' House on Tuesday 
last. 

1856. 

February g. — I have a vague idea that I may yet be 
extensively useful, if it please God to make use of me 
for any of His holy and wise purposes. Have dreamed 
(day-dream) of recovering Farkhall. 
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March i, — Began on the ajth a tracing of Barry's map 
of Glasgow, 1782. 

March 1 7. — Much affected by reading the Life of 
Hedley Vicars. I [appear] ashamed of the Gospel of 
Christ compared with such a man. 

April 12. — Printing Laurence Hill's letter on the Sub- 
Dean Mill, and getting the old deed of 1446 photo- 
graphed by W. Church. 

April 26, — . . , The very thought of being the 
means, however unwittingly, of loss to another painful. I 
am far too sensitive for tear and wear. Walked out with 
C B to call for Gourlie at Pollokshields on Satur- 
day, loth inst. A lovely day. Poor fellow, he had been 
sunning himself at the door some short time before. The 
blooming flowers specially reminded me of him. 

June 4. — My uncle came home [from his tour on the 
Continent] on Saturday night. I was very gSad to see 
him again. He had been away for nearly three months, 
\ hope he may be spared to be useful yet, and find an 
industrious and honourable career followed by quietness 
and retirement. I have been elected a director of Stir- 
ling's Library within the last week. 

June 14, — Elected a member of Comminee of Stirling's 
Library. 

July ii, — Had a long talk with Dr. M'Cosh on Wed- 
nesday. Endeavoured to overcome his scruples about the 
Chair of Apologetics in the new Theological Collie here 

July 22. — On Monday evening was privileged to meet 
Sir William Hooker at Dr. Arnott's, Had some very 
pleasant conversation with him. On Saturday started with 
thirty-three of a party for Loch Lomond. Had some 
interesting recollections by Mr. Graham, the boatman, as 
to my visit there as a child with my father and mother, 

August 26.' — Garscadden, nine o'clock, — my aunl kisses 
the cold clay of her dear husband, — my dear uncle. What 
a sad return home. How changed ; the head of the house 
away, Dear, dear dust to me. When I heard the news 
yesterday I felt at once alive to an event of the most 

' WUliam Connal, born at Stirling, iTlh January, 1790, died suddenly 
at Glenmurchie, Forfarshire, 
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solemn import to me. I was not so much taken by 
surprise, as at once cailed to look at such an event in its 
bearing on my own change whenever that may come, on 
my own waJk in the world, on the sanctification of the 
trial to us all. A long, sad run in the train to Meigle 
Trom four to eight, and then a drive in an open dog-cart 
to Glenmurchie. How dreary that wilderness of moor in 
the dark with the wind rising. Yet how bright the Milky 
Way. I reached the Lodge after a drive of eighteen miles. 
1 hastened to look at the dear dust, and this morning 
(how beautiful) we took our way to the South. What a 
melancholy picture as the dog-cart with the coffin, sustained 
by the keepers, wound round the hill to the spot where 
the hearse stood — a distance of three miles. 

September 6. — At Garscadden, where I have been ever 
since the funeral, which took place on Friday, the 29th 
August. I cannot but think that I have had much firmness 
in all this. Had I given way 1 might have been less useful 
to others. I am now placed in a more important position in 
life ; 1 feel it so. O Lord, give me grace for it. Keep 
me from entangling myself with what will mar my use- 
fulness. The newspapers are full of my uncle's death, and 
many friends continue to express regret at the loss of an 
old friend. Strange that on the Wednesday previous to 
his death he had an opportunity to speak of his fifty 
years' connection with business in Glasgow at young 
Colquhoun's dinner at Killermont. 

September 7. — At church at New Kilpatrick. 

showed me a letter that unsettles all the fancies I had as 
to taking Garscadden, which I thought I might have done 
to keep us all together. 

September 10. — I pray for grace to follow in my uncle's 
footsteps in kindness and friendliness to others ; in being 
able to be useful to old friends and connections associated 
with his memory ; to gel above and live above the petty 
jealousies and mean rivalries that embitter life. .-Attended 
a meeting of the Merchants' House Directors yesterday. 
The mention of my uncle's name affecting. I feel now as 
if an ioheritance of a good man's memory had come into 
my keeping. 1 feel now as if far more was expected of me 
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— as if God were calling on me to act publicly for Him. 
With no one now to control me as formerly, to consult 
the wishes of, the health of — I have, on the one hand, to 
avoid the danger of becoming unsettled, slothful, without 
an aim, self-indulgent ; and on the other to occupy credit- 
ably a position where my opportunities of doing good 
may not be so continuous and so apparently devoted. 

September 13. — Petition to be served heir to my uncle 
this week, and designated as son of Michael Connal late 
of Parkhall. 

October 4. — Left this morning for Ormidale to attend 
the funeral of Colonel Campbell. Arrived by the " lona" 
steamer at the new pier at 1 1 A.M., and drove along that 
picturesque road to Ormidale House. William Connal 
chief mourner. The sad procession presented such a con- 
trast to the bright day and the autumnal beauty of the 
landscape. The burial ground and the enclosure within a 
short distance of the house. Saw Major Warrand for the 
first time on this occasion. When last here William Connal 
was married. Strange that the " lona " steamer should 
touch for the first time at the new pier on the occasion 
of the poor Colonel's funeral. Went to Edinburgh on 
Wednesday. On Thursday went to the castle and felt 
stirred on seeing the 34th Regiment on parade. Poor 
Ormidale's death on Tuesday, at 3 P.M. How sudden 
and so soon after my uncle's. 

October 1 1. — Yesterday at Lochgoilhead at poor Archibald 
Campbeirs funeral. A picturesque place of burial in the 
plot of ground occupied by Drimsynie. Saw Mrs. Campbell, 
his mother, on Monday evening. A most overwhelming 
trial. What a sad round of trials. 

November 8. — Took farewell of Garscadden on Thursday 
morning. Walked up the low walk at top of park. A 
long farewell. Much affected by the thought that a man 
who had exerted such an influence on my happiness had 
passed away ; one so kind and good. The house had 
lost its attractions for me, but the wrench at first was very 
painful. 

December 15. — At a meeting to-day in the Council 
Hall of various parties — magistrates and citizens — about 
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discharged prisoners. Proposed as a member of committee 
by Mr. J. Playfair. A subject in which ! feel much inter- 
ested. Had Dr. WJldman Whitehouse at dinner on Saturday, 
zznd November. Showed specimens of shells drawn from 
depths of the Atlantic, Attended meeting about the 
Atlantic Telegraph in Council Hall on Wednesday, the 
19th November. Elected President of Stirlingshire Society 
on 4th December. 

Deeetnber 27. — Spoke at meeting to-day about dis- 
charged prisoners. Good men's minds very much in 
difficulty about the matter of treatment. Anxious to pre- 
pare well for Stirlingshire Society's meeting. Wrote Mr. 
Buchanan, the President-elect of United States, about it. 
Claimed him as having a Scotch ancestry. Poor Hugh 
Milter \ — a bright genius quenched in darkness. Overwork- 
ing of the brain. My uncle Eben. procuring 
particulars of the early family history of Connals, Wrights, 
etc etc. 

185;. 

January 10. — At home after week of exhausting work 
and some excitement in preparation for the meeting of 
the Glasgow Stirlingshire Charitable Society. I feel it to 
be due to my uncle's ' memory that it should not be a 
failure. Had a letter this morning from the Master of 
the Mint.' He joins the Society. I spent New Year's Day, 
the first for many years, at home with my mother. What 
a solemn year has passed away. I am entering on the 
great battle of life without that kind and friendly voice 
to warn and counsel me. 

March 5. — Wearied with the excitement of election- 
eering on behalf of Mr. Walter Buchanan, who is to-day 
returned by a lai^e majority — about three thousand. Felt 
it my duty to take some interest in this matter. The 
Maynooth question assuming in my eyes a different phase, 
I see parties so divided that nothing short of the with- 
drawal of State support from the Irish Presbyterians can 
accomplish that object. 

' WlllUm Connal was one of the founders of this Societ)- in i8og. 

' Tlioniu Graham of Ballewan, Stirlingshire. 
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April 9. — Spent yesterday afternoon in attending a 
meeting of some interest in connection with the lodging- 
house movement Afterwards went through my district, 
having had no dinner ; had a piece of bread and beef in 
my pocket, and came home about eleven o'clock at night 

May 4. — Arranged for a suitable tablet for my dear 
uncle's grave. 

July 22. — Home from lona — 34 of a party. The gun 
of the " Florida," one of the Spanish Armada, most 
interesting. 

August 12. — Saw my Uncle Wright at Stirling on Wed- 
nesday last. My Cousin Hamilton anxious about her boys 
at Cawnpore. Have been in correspondence with Dr. Dickie 
of Belfast about the Natural History Chair. Saw the old 
Principal (M*Farlane) about it on Wednesday last ; a 
wonderful old man — very polite. 

August 29. — Oppressed with sad forebodings as to the 
Cawnpore massacres. On Wednesday out at Barlanark at 
the fite of the children of Hutcheson and Millar's schools. 
The poor boys ^ at Cawnpore — it seems as if it 
was all up with them. Oh, the horrible butchery I " Ven- 
geance is mine, I will repay, saith the Lord." 

September 19. — At Dr. Andrew Buchanan's on Thursday 
night, 17th, to meet Dr. Livingstone, the African traveller. 

October 5. — Walked into the Cathedral to-day. Stood 
beside my uncle's grave. Copied from the north wall of 
the Chapter-house, within a recess : " Farewell to all the 
vanities of time ; oh, may all my friends be servants of 
the living God after I am mouldering in the dust." 

November 1 1 . — Felt more alarmed than I had ever 
been at the financial crisis. The closing of the Western 
Bank on Monday at two o'clock, the " run " commencing 
on the Union and City Banks and continuing up till to-day, 
leading this morning to the suspension of the City Bank, 
gave an aspect of peculiar gloom to the city. The whole 
of the difficulties not at once realized. The panic-stricken 
crowds in the streets opposite the various bank doors, the 
various cases of peculiar hardship, the utter destruction of 
confidence for the time being, — all sad features of the day, 

* Robert and John Henderson, sons of Rev. Robert Henderson, Stirling. 
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— the fear of to-morrow. . Indian news to-day — 

Delhi taken, Luclcnow relieved ; but all at a sad loss of 
life. 

November 21. — ^Two days of delicious weather; I do 
love this Indian summer. 



1858. 

January i. — Rose, thankful to God for many mercies. 

January 1 4. — Regret that from a dogmatical way of 
speaking to one of my brethren I betrayed a most im- 
perious spirit. On Monday last made a director of the 
N, S, Savings Bank. 

January 23. — At the dinner of the Stirlingshire Society 
on Monday — a pleasant evening. 

February 5. — Too often out at dinner of late, and I am 
glad to a%'oid one more invitation to-night and be quiet 
at home. Had a strange hunt yesterday for a deed about 
the Molendinar fishings. Went with Dr. Wylie to the 
Hall of Faculty of Medicine : could not get the safe 
opened. A skeleton of a man who had been hanged before 
it A run for the keys by cab, etc. ; a smith to pick the 
lock, and after all disappointed, 

February 20. — Old B at Parkhall dead. Strange 

thoughts come over me as to that place, once so full of 
associations to me, . . . Parkhall is to be sold. I 
find the constant tear and wear of business leaves me no 
time for leisure, and may eventually leave me without 
strength or spirits to be useful, 1 think it would be a 
noble thing to say that I have been [able after] thirty 
years, to come back again to a position forfeited in the 
hour of misfortune. 

Marc/i 27. — My mother writing a note to Mr. Niven in 
reply to one from him unexpectedly received the other day 

about Parkhall, Strange that he and his wife, on B 's 

death, at once seek to revive the past. I have turned over 
some old papers to-night about deeds, plans, estimates 
(1826). 1 was at Mrs. Campbell's (Drimsynie) funeral on 
Thursday. 1 felt the old lady's loss as one who had been 
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kind to my mother and sister. The last link broken in 
a large connection. ... It is good to take a lift off 
the burdens of the poor. Met with Dr. Hetherington 
and Mr. N. Stevenson at dinner about ten days ago, 
and spoke about a prize of ;^50 for the students of three 
years* standing or so, for a digest of suitable illustrations 
from the fields of science, history, etc. 

April 14. — Dined last night with William Ewing. Met 
a Captain Maynard there who was in the "Herefordshire" 
ten years. Strange that my father superintended at the 
building of her at Bombay in 1812. These revolutions 
in events constantly recurring. 

May 8. — Went on Thursday night to Model Lodging 
House and saw thirty-five Russian sailors. Presented them 
with The Book and its Story. 

May 17. — Last week had a hard week of it Wound 
up with a fatiguing walk to Carmyle rather than disappoint 
the lads. 

May 31. — Called to-night on Mr. West, artist, to see 
the copy of the miniature of my father. 

June 28. — Had a glorious view of Loch Lomond, the 
Firth of Clyde, etc. Ben Lomond dark and majestic 
The islands with their green livery and white circle round 
each in the dark blue water. The distant rugged Gram- 
pians seen through Glenfruin, where the pibroch thrilled in 
1602 in the massacre of the Colquhouns by the Macgregor, 
rising peak above peak, bathed in the yellow light that 
was shed down on them ; a dark tempest cloud gathering 
between us and them, then a glorious rainbow over Dun- 
fionn or the " Hill of Fingal." . . . Got Mr. Turner 
to give me to-night sanction to examine cartulary of St 
Nicholas. 

July 22. — At Arran ... a solitary walk I had at 
4 A.M. very impressive. The two giant sentinels at the 
entrance to Glen Sannox, seen through the mist and rain, 
most startling. A rough sea — and I am home . . 
Gave Moffat (St Andrew's Square Reformatory) Hugh 
Miller's Schools and Schoolmasters, 

August 4. — How often has the thought of Parkhall 
crossed my mind. 
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August 5. — News of the Atlantic telegraph being com- 
pleted reached Glasgow this day. " A girdle round the 
earth." 

August 9. — On Friday night at Botanic Gardens. Saw 
the Victoria Regia with eleven large leaves. Thought of 
poor Gourlie. Many thoughts of Parkhall, but if 1 en- 
cumber myself with obligations which may go far to abridge 
usefulness, and alter my course of life, I may be involving 
myself to grasp a phantom, I think of Haldane who 
sold Airthrey, etc., for the good of the church. 

August 21. — I entered on my forty-second year on the 
1 1 th inst. Life, as it advances with me, appears to be 
truly a pilgrimage ; I cannot seek to nestle here. I see 
other men let things go as they please, and appear to 
have no purpose in life but their own pleasure. Their 
very selfishness keeps them steady. 

August 21.— This morning an advertisement appears as 
to the sale of Parkhall. I am satisfied, the more I think 
of it, that it will be a retreat for my mother, and that the 
opportunity has presented itself for resuscitating old re- 
collections . . . The moon shone like a lamp over the 
eastern portion of the city. The Cathedral reared its 
huge picturesque masses before me, while the hum of 
voices and the merry shouts of children broke the silence 
of that solemn resting-place. Shall I live to myself? . . . 
I felt what a noble thing it was to do good — higher than 
social position, higher than the achievement of uniting con- 
tinents by the telegraph, [though] it is noble as a means 
of good. 

August 28. — I feel that life is too short to be spent in 
the vain desire to amass a fortune, which I think I never 
shall, or to found a family. To do good in my day and 
generation is a higher and nobler aim. 

September 2. — Visited with the Catholic Apos- 
tolic Church. Symbolism run mad. 

September 16. — Yesterday afternoon 1 completed, through 
Mr. Barr, the purchase of Parkhall. 1 put into Mr. Barr's 
hands the disposition in my mother's favour, drawn out in 
1826, and I had the pleasure of being able to say that 1 
would like the obligation fulfilled. 
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September 23. — The Council for the city have accepted 
Buchanan's gift for an institution for destitute children, 
and sanctioned the purchase of M'Phail's house. There 
will be brighter days for the Calton I trust yet Men 
begin to speak about ParkhalL 

September 25. — Walked up to the Cathedral burying- 
ground. Thought of those lying there and of one far 
away in the dust of India, How happy they would have 
been to see this consummation. 

October 2. — Mr. Scott and his daughter left us to-day. 
Felt happy, after the kindness shown me by him twenty- 
three years ago, to show him and his some attention. 
At Kinross on Wednesday, the 29th, at the dinner to 
Mr. Williamson — Sir Graham Montgomery in the chair. 
Saw the comet la.st night, brighter than I could pos.sibly 
have conceived. Relieved against the sky, dark but clear 
of clouds, it appeared like the scimitar of an archangel. 
What a revolution through space ! How infinite is God ! 

October 1 8. — This morning struck with the notice of the 
death of Bryce Buchanan, Boquhan. Felt for a few minutes 
strange and tumultuous thoughts about the past in con- 
nection with it. Keep me, O Lord, humbly devoted for 
good. I knelt down in the counting-house room, before the 
lads came, and prayed. On Saturday with Laurence Hill, 
etc., at Kirkintilloch — the Peel, Gartshore House and its 
hospitalities, the Roman camp on Barrhill ; felt strange 
emotions in disinterring the stones laid by Roman soldiers. 
The imperial grasp of their legions felt, as it were, para- 
mount, now for ever passed away. 

October 28. — Wrote Mr. Temple, Inspector of Schools, 
about Hants and Wilts Adult Education Society. Wrote 
also, after seeing the Rev. J. Craig, the young men of Temple- 
ton's factory about Bell Street Institute. On Monday last 
(zSth) had a deputation from the Fourteenth Ward about 
offering myself as a candidate for the Councillorship. 
Declined peremptorily, on the ground of immaturit>- on 
some questions of great importance. Wrote the Hon. 
and Rev. Mr. Best about education (adult) ; hope yet 
to see the Universities examining mechanics such as the 
" Spout" 
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November (). — Received volume from the Rev. Dr. Temple 
as to Oxford Associate in Arts Examination. Wrote him, 
etc, and also put myself into communication with A, M. 
Dunlop, M.P., and A. Hastie. 

Nffvevtber 29. — Dined at the Dean of Guild's at Cadder 
on Tuesday, 23rd inst. Pitch dark from fog. Mr. H. E. 
Crum-Ewing, M.P., and Mr. A. Turner in the carriage with 
me. Two hours going. Dined at 8 o'clock ; Sir James 
Campbell, the Provost, and otliers. The darkest day in the 
memory of Mr. Patrick, warden, High Church, a good and 
venerable authority. Asked out here and there to dinner ; 
how gladly would I remain at home. 

De<ember 1 7. — Named on Monday one of the Botanic 
Garden Council. I would wish to be useful as to this. 



[ 



1859. 

January 5. — A chair taken from the village of 
Little Boquhan — believed to have been in the possession 
of Thomas Buchanan, father of the celebrated George 
Buchanan, 300 years ago — presented to the Archaological 
Society on 3rd inst. On Saturday at Mugdock tunnel and 
castle. Looked across the valley of Strathblane in the 
direction of Parkhall. 

January ro. — 1 started on a visit [to Parkhall] with my 
mother, etc., at 9.15 this morning. A fine, fresh morning. 
Strathblane beautiful and picturesque : Duntreath, the dis- 
tant Ben Lomond, and other mountains. I had little time 
to realize the peculiar interest of my situation in going back 
to visit a spot once so bound up with my mother's happi- 
ness and my father's position, and now I was on my way 
to revisit it as the owner of it. How many changes since 
1828. These have been over-ruled for good. My father's 
sailing for Calcutta, my mother's leaving his bones there, 
far up the country near Moorshedabad : he never thought 
Ihat his son would get back the place where he once spent 
his life in peaceful occupation, and where he occupied the 
d^njfied position of a county magistrate. What a strange 
romance ! Though I have had many struggles and trials 
— my mother's dependent position, my sister's death, my 
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own battle with others in getting on — here am I at last 
with Parkhall in view ! Welcome ! . . . The house — 
the old familiar parlour and drawing-room ; my mother 
through it all ; much affected. Major Stirling not at home. 
Called on Dr. Graham of Killearn in coming home and 
shook hands with him. He still remains to recall those 
who are away. How peculiar my position. O Lord, give 
me grace to act aright as to it. 

January i 5. — Attended the funeral of Mr. J. R. Ander> 
son . . . my old tutor. Dr. Graham of Killeam called 
on my mother yesterday. Old recollections and associations 
are reviving. Met Mr. Blackburn of Killearn on Thursday 
about the Stirlingshire Society's businesis. Parkhall marches 
with Killearn property. I see before rac a week 

of much pressure, 

January 22. — To-night at Tom Richardson's; a musical 
party. On Monday found that 1 must act as croupier at 
the dinner of the Glasgow Stirling.shire Society. Mr. Black> 
bum, M.P., filled the chair. Appointed sub-convener of the 
Buchanan School Trust on Tuesday. Sent some things out 
to Parkhall for the garden. 

February 5. — More than usually in public company of 
late. Met officials at Mr. M'Dowall's, Mr. Jamieson's, etc 
included in the list of a committee formed in Edinburgh 
about the imbecile children, on the 3rd instant, in connec- 
tion with a society. Joshua Paterson the only other 
Glasgow man recognized in it 

February 10. — I have just pressed a lock of my Uncle 
William's hair — silvery, U is a strange memento. How 
truthful, how conscientious, how disinterested I 

March 2. — .'^t J. D. Bryce's last night about the 
Buchanan Bequest. Discussed my views as to a general 
school, and the doing away with the opprobrium and the 
down-draught of a pauperizing institution. On Friday last 
met Mr. Pritchard of the South Seas. . . Looking 

forward to Parkhall ; think of planting a Deodar Cedar in 
remembrance of the past 

April 2.— I desire to see in all that concerns tne, 
discipline. The present is a state of discipline. 

April 30. — Heard Walter Buchanan and Roben Dal- 
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glish in the City Hall. ... On the 2Sth at the 
Necropolis with the Dean of Guild inspecting walls and 
Roman Bridge, etc. The Botanic Gardens, and more par- 
ticularly the applications about the Buchanan Bequest, 
eng^ing my attention. On Wednesday, 27th, attended 
conversazione at the College ; very brilliant. . . . The 
Discharged Prisoners' Society heavy work, but prepared to 
work it out Donald M'Donald, my father's old servant, 
makes his appearance after being in Australia, and claims 
my interest in him. I have had refreshment in the thought 
thai though I may not live to see the issue of good now, 
1 am encouraged to enjoy God in what I do. My power 
to do good may be limited, but it is my talent for which 
I must give an account. 

May 7. — Young Captain Caton burled to-day. 

May 23. — On Wednesday last, the i8th, drove out with 
ray mother, aunt, Mr. Barr, etc., to Parkhall. My mother 
agitated a little ; a noble drive and a fine day. Parkhall 
trees fresh and green ; the fields beautiful. The house 
our own once more. Visited the farm, plantations, etc 
I hope to see my mother quietly and happily settled there 
by next week . . . My poor father away, but my 
mother spared to come back. 

June 1 7, — I have to note one or two things. On Satur- 
day last I walked to Killeam and called on Dr. Graham. 
A splendid amphitheatre of country. I prayed to be 
useful to the district. The associations of the past came 
vividly before me, I have read my father's few and simple 
words, uttered thirty-one years ago : " I feel their kindness ; 
say to them that Balfron has still a friend in me, and 
that if my poor endeavours have been of use to any of 
its inhabitants, happy shall 1 be if ever again I have it 
in my power to serve them." 

June 18. — I walked with the lads to-night It is my 
duty to foster their taste for what would improve their 
inind& Yet I regretted i could not be with my mother. 
Signed to-day what my poor father never could complete 
— the document conveying the life-rent of Parkhall to my 
mother. 1 have thus been enabled to fulfil the desire (out 
of respect to ray father's memory) to give legal force to 



this arrangement, conceived, probably towards the close 
of 1825, but never executed — that is, after an interval of 
more than thirty-three years. 

July j,o. — Had a good deal of talk with Laurence Hill, 
Dr. Park, and others, about ground for our Reformatory. 
Remained at Wemyss Bay all night. I have much to be 
grateful for in the way of opportunity, strength, and aptitude. 

August ip. — On Saturday went to Parochial Board 
meeting at Killcam. Before doing so visited ruins of old 
church. The past recalled very vividly every now and 
again. Sabbath a glorious day. The mountain range 
magnificent. Arranging about securing the superiority of 
Parkhall. 

August 24, — The meeting on the 20th at Parkhall with 
the lads of the " Spout" a very interesting and happy one. 
I read to them on the spot sacred to so many good 
associations, a short account of the " Spout " for the last 
eleven years. It was very affecting, under such circum- 

rnccs, to meet them. My mother spared to see us all 
ire. The Deodar planted. 
Seplfniber 7. — The visit of two interesting men, to whom 
I have endeavoured to show as much as I possibly could of 
the city, has given some interest to me since Wednesday 
last— the Rev. Joseph Anton from Donassey and Mr. 
Kaioost Vartan from Constantinople ; the one the parish 
priest of ancient Tyre, and now a Protestant, and the other 
once interpreter in the B Division of Artillery at Alma 
and Inkermann. 

Stpttmber 2 I. — Monday at Stirling, saw my Uncle John ; 

I fear, very ill. The Christie case' occupying my L'nclc 

Eben.'s mind. When at Balfron Mr. Merrj'lees put into 

my hands the result of his investigations as to the parties 

signing the address to my father. Of 119, 84 are deiid ; 

a generation has nearly passed away. The youth 

wrote the address has advanced wonderfully in life 

September 29. — Received to-day the title of the superioi 

^fe^ Parkhall. Read over the Latin charter with Mr, Service; ' 

^■^e lands of Mcikle Boquhan or Buchanmore, formerly in 

^^" * The will of General Gabriel Christie, son of Jiunes Christie a 
Catherine Nafuer (ice Appendix), ivns in the law courts at this ti 
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the Barony of Cremanan or Crymynam, but now in the 
Barony of Buchanan, Parish of Kiliearn, are held fer 
ihirolkeearium, for a pair of gloves, from the Crown. 

October lO, — Have received an invitation from the Provost, 
Magistrates, and Water Commissioners to the inauguration 
of the Glasgow Corporation Water Works, on Friday, the 
14th instant. Came in from Parkhall this morning. At 
church in Kiliearn yesterday. Lunched at Carbeth on 
Saturday. My spirit revived, wearied as I was, with a 
sight of the hills, the trees, the pure stream, and then 
home. 

October I 5. — Yesterday at Loch Katrine — heavy showers 
at intervals. Steamed from Halloch to Inversnaid. Mr. 
and Mrs. Buchanan, Carbeth, on board. Took in Duke of 
Montrose and party at Balmaha. Dr. Hill on top of 
coach to Stronachlacher. Boat to the point of interest- — saw 
the Queen, Verj- interesting sight. Saw the two men — 
fine fellows ^-dressed in blue flannels with red trimmings, 
descend the tunnel in a boat. Helped to light their lamps, 
and away they shot in the waters of the loch to a point 
about one mile and a quarter distant in the cavern. Wet 
and cold passage down the loch to Balloch ; not without 
danger. The Rifles looked well, the Celtic corps pictur- 
esque. Away to-day with P. Playfair and j. Dale looking 
at a house in the country near Shettleston, for our dis- 
charged prisoners. 

October 23. — t am compelled to relinquish all claim to 
the membership of the Council of the University by not 
having matriculated for the fourth year. I am sorry for 
this. I might have initiated some important change in 
attaching to the University classes of men who have at 
present no connection with it. It is a check. I see in 
this a thing to make me humble ; it recalls misspent time 
twenty-six j-cars ago. . What a splendid sunset in 

the eyes of the world is that of Stephenson, the great 
engineer, buried in Westminster Abbey beside the illu.strious 
dead, with no fictitious honour descending to the tomb 
with him. A plain commoner, of large mind, benevolent 
heart, and a master spirit of gigantic enterprises that have 
been successfully completed. 



December 3 1 , — \ attended, about three weeks ago, 
meeting of the Sweeps' Friendly Society. A characteristic 
notice taken of the soiree in the Guardian. 



i860. 



March 3. — 1 had, along with a large deputation ft 
Liverpool, etc., an interview with Gladstone, 
thoughtful, acute man. A strange, short, unsatisfactt 
interview after so much trouble, . . What a world 

is London- It is like a great river in the stream of popu- 
lation. ... In the House of Commons. Struck with 
its unpretending character ; and yet the majesty of British 
character and power there. 

April 28. — To-day, John Colquhoun, the son of my 
father's old friend, engt^ed to serve me at Parkhall. A 
strange revolution. 

June 27. — After much an.xiety and trouble prepared for 
the visit of the Buchanan Institution on Monday, the 25th. 
The day, at first ominous, eventually proved the very worst 
of the season ; a constant pour. The children arrived at 
the monument at 12.15, and then drove on to Parkhall. 
What with our neighbours, the guests, and the children, 
there must have been 260 souls and upwards about the 
place. Dr. Graham made a speech, to which the Dean of 
Guild replied ; and it was very gratifying to my mother 
and myself to be once more recognized by those on the 
spot, and those from the city, under that roof Hard 
thoughts rose up in my mind as to tlie weather. Planted 
a cedar of Lebanon on the face of the park in commemota- 
tion of this visit 

July 7. — I went with the magistrates on their annual 

L^Mpection of the River Clyde lighthouses. The day 

^Bpst splendid. 

^^^Jtiy 9. — A most afTecting incident was the Froi 

^rotroducing the magistrates to his mother at Campbelto' 
— an old lady of ninety years of age. 

August 23. — Visited Dr. Parker to-night. He gave me, 
' Andrew Galbraitb. 
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for Professor Grant, whom ! met last night at Dr. Arnott's, 
HerscheU's Astronomy in Chinese. 

October i. — Introduced myself to Emily Faithfull, who 
takes so much interest in female labour. 

October 1 1. — Two events have occurred fitted to recall 
the past ; the death of Dr. Fletcher and the dinner in 
memory- of Dr, Dymock. The one reminds me of my 
father and mother going out to India in 1828, and my 
being lost in London, having been sent to Clapham instead 
of Clapton, and returning to London, wandering about 
Cheap^de late at night, until a gentleman, apparently a 
foreigner, sent me out on the twelve o'clock stage to 
Clapton. He [Dr. Fletcher] has outlived early prejudices 
against him. The dinner of Dr. Dymock's pupils took 
place last night, Mr. Towers Clark in the chair. Thomas 
Dymock there. A very interesting meeting. I gave 
expression to the pain I felt in the remembrance of that 
misspent winter (1826). 

November 10. — A new scheme projected to interest the 
lower classes — a combination of music and readings. 

Deeember 5. — The visit of the Empress Eugenie created 
excitement during the last ten days. 

December 22. — 1 am more and more convinced that a 
man should use his wealth while alive, with a reasonable 
amount of consideration for friends and relatives. 



1861. 

January i. — How important it is to make others happy 
while we have the opportunity. 

January 26. — Had a letter this week from John Bealton, 
from Lowell, Mass., tJ.S.A., acknowledging the advantages 
of the "Spout" Institution. 

February 16. — Spoke to Mr. Logan and Mr. Dalrymple 
about my father's tomb at Obia, India. Both had seen 
it. and the former had seen him. Have found interesting 
particulars about my paternal grandfather' in the Kirk 
Session records, Stirling, 1796. Time tries people. 

' Michael Connal. 
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June I. — At the opening of the new wing of the Royal 
Infirmary. 

August 5. — The real enjoyment of the country and of 
natural objects consists not in possession. I have felt 
more relish and keen susceptibility of the beautiful, the 
interesting, and romantic, when I had no such thought in 
my mind as possession. How truly, then, may a poor 
man enjoy the common bounties of Providence — fresh air, 
green fields, trees, streams, hills — far beyond the owner of 
them. 

August 12. — I entered yesterday on my forty-fifth year. 
I am in my prime. What am I doing ? My opportunities 
are slipping past. 

September 13. — Invited by the Provost and Clyde 
Trustees to the banquet given to the officers of the Fleet 
on Friday, 30th August A magnificent affair. 

October i. — Dined at Carbeth on Saturday, 28th. Mr. 
Maitland of Whinfield there. Called on Mr. C. J. Tennant 
at Ballikinrain on 28th. 

December 7. — Have been occupied day and night with 
the account^ of St Nicholas Hospital, preparing for the 
press. 

^ Paper read before Glasgow Archaeological Society, 7th November, 
1859 ; afterwards printed in book form. 
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January t. — Sad events have taken place since I last 
wrote. Prince Albert's death. The feeling generally one 
of deep sorrow. 

June 5. — After a long interval I have a few quiet 
minutes to jot down my memoranda. My mother once 
more in the country at her old home — a peaceful and a 
smiling one. I took her there on Tuesday, A fine drive ; 
e%'erylhing beautiful. 

July I. — Mr. Findlay of Easterhill died on Friday last 
at Boturich Castle, Loch Lomond side. My uncle's old 
partner now away. He and I were bom in the same 
bouse, in Miller Street. 

July 31. — I spent a quiet Sabbath at Parkhall on the 
27ih. [ was affected almost to tears, being alone in the 
Muir Park amongst the trees, that God should have spared 
my mother and me to be there again. 

August 7. — At Parkhall last Saturday and Sunday. Sir 
Henry Moncrieff preached. Walked with him. A fine, 
open-hearted man. A beautiful day. Have now finished 
my little book, and I hope the memorial of St. Nicholas 
Hospital will be in the hands of friends by next 
week. 

Septeittber 30. — On Wednesday, 17th, I started in the 
train for York. I felt it to be a duty to relieve my mind 
as well as to see the exhibition in London. I arrived in 
V'ork early on Thursday morning in full view of the noble 
minster. I walked round it and heard the little boys 
chanting their music-lesson in one of the aisles. Then 
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I got entrance for a very hurried glance at it The horn 
(Saxon times) curious, and also the cup and crosier. Some 
beautiful monuments and a noble window. Oflf to London 
by 10 train. I found to my surprise my cousin MichaeP 
at the "Tavistock." The life, the roll of cabs and omni- 
buses, carriages, etc., overwhelming. Visited the exhibi- 
tion ; a wonderful place. The striking of the hours by 
a peal of bells interesting. I thought of the crowds that 
thronged the passages giving way to others in the course 
of nature, hushed in death ; and yet these triumphs of 
man's skill ! The horticultural gardens magnificent At 
the College of Arms, St Paul's Churchyard, to see 
James IV.'s ring, sword, and dagger. Had them in my 
hands. At Covent Garden Market one morning during 
my visit Affected to tears with the goodness of God 
in the fruits, flowers, vegetables, etc. 

November 20. — Last night I presided at the opening 
lecture on Natural History by Dr. Scoular in the popular 
class of the Andersonian University. 



1863. 

March 10. — The marriage day of the Prince of Wales. 
At the review on the balcony of the Buchanan Institution. 
A very grand sight from the multitude of people. The 
preparations for display in the evening very great 

March 14. — Took my aunt. Miss Ellen Ewing, etc, 
to see the illuminations on Tuesday night down towards 
the river. A dreadful crush at St Enoch Square. 

March 23. — I was with Mrs. Thomas, wife of Captain 
Thomas, on the 19th, endeavouring to get her money for 
destitution in Harris. A woman of great energy. Helped 
to get her £/^2 in an hour and a half. 

March 30. — Saw Lord Palmerston arrive on Saturday 
night, 28th. The Premier of the Government of such a 
country ; what a lofty position ! 

July I o. — The building of Stirling's Library commenced. 
On the building committee. 

^ Son of Patrick Connal. 
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July 22. — On Saturday, 



xpectation of the young 
men crossing the hiUs, went up with Mr. Le Febure to the 
top of the Earl's Seat. A magnificent panorama ; Glasgow, 
Ailsa Craig, Arran, Loch Lomond, and the range of the 
Grampians, Lake of Menteith, Arthur's Seat. Tinto, etc. 
. , . Looked down on Glasgow, with its manifold 
opportunities for good or evil. 

August 27. — To-day, with a party of the Archreological 
Society, to Haggs Castle, with which I was very much 
pleased. 

Sepumbtr 3. — When at Greenock to-day went out in 
a steamer to the fleet Went on board the " Warrior." 
The moment 1 got on board I was struck with the spacious 
deck and the towering ma.sts. The sailors fine-looking 
men. Then I thought of war. Wherefore such expendi- 
ture of men and material to defend and vindicate the 
honour of the country? The world is still a troubled 
world. Surely the time is coming when the splendid 
armaments will not be needed — when nations shall learn 
the art of war no more. 

SepUmber 9. — On Saturday introduced by the Provost 
to Admiral Dacres, when on my way to the country. 
. . , Went round with John and marked some trees 
for being cut down. 

September 17. — Last night at Wemyss Bay with my 
aunt. Mr. Napier, ex-Chancellor of Ireland, to be her 
guest soon, on the occasion of delivering a lecture in this 
city. At first anxious to meet him, and then indifferent. 
Vcr>- likely to be lionized ; but such a man as a quiet 
companion would be very acceptable. 

October 1 7. — Elected vice-president of the Natural 
Histor>- Society on the 29th ulto. 

October 19. — Spent the early part of this day at Park- 
hall. Went over nearly every part of the property. A 
beautiful morning, but the country assuming a russet- 
brown look. I am happy to see that place beginning 
to smile ; happy that my mother has been spared to 
enjoy it- 

Noveniber 13. — At Gourock at Robert Binnie's on 
Wednesday, i Ith instant. The hilts capped with snow. 
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and the sun bringing out the purple and yellow-green 
shades of colour in which they were clothed. . . . To- 
day James Thomson sent me a memorandum, interesting 
to me as recalling the earliest thing I can remember. He 
called, on 7th February, 1822, at my uncle's house in 
Miller Street — the house in which I was bom — in the 
evening, to show the Bible and Psalm-book to my uncle, 
aunt, and mother, to be presented to the Rev. William 
Anderson. I was standing by the fire-place in the drawing- 
room ; I was then four years and six months old. 

1864. 

January 7. — Walked up on Monday to the Cathedral 
burying-ground. Stood, as I have often done, beside 
beloved dust, and there lifted up my heart to God in the 
comer of the old pile. 

February 4. — Dined at Mr. Hugh Tennent's at Well- 
park to meet Mr. Cosmo Innes on Friday, 29th January. 
Interested in his lecture, but only an elegant risumi of 
materials well known. . . Professor Balfour asked 

me to act as sponsor to his little daughter, but I have 
declined. I cannot treat the obligation as a compliment 
and act insincerely. 

February 26. — Last night at the annual meeting of the 
" Spout " young men. ... A photographic album pre- 
sented to me by them. A very acceptable gift, recalling 
many countenances that I feel an interest in. 

March 19. — At Parkhall on Friday, the loth. Very 
sad at heart, yet pleased to see my father's place smile 
under a course of improvement Why sad? I may have 
pleasure that my dear mother has the prospect of spending 
the summer there ; but except from the consciousness that 
I have been useful, and may be useful, to the neighbourhood, 
my vocation seems to be in this great city. I am to 
struggle away here. 

April 9. — Elected a member of Assembly at the last 
meeting of Presbytery. . . . Have declined that others 
may get the opportunity. 

May 16. — Took the oath of alliance at Justice of 
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Peace Court Hall, as appointed to the Commission of 
the Peace on 1 2th May. . . . 

(Sir Michael was married 7th October of this year to 
Miss Helen Catherine Leckie Ewing.] 



1865. 

January 4, — At Ballincleroch ; a lai^e family party. 
E\-erj'thing went on welL 

January 19. — At Killeam, at Dr. Graham's funeral. 
At various dinner parties — Cadder. Yorkhill, etc. 

March 4. — The death and funeral of Cardinal Wiseman 
is full of significance as to the pretensions and ambition 
of the Roman Catholic Church. There is a total absence 
of the idea of moral worth and simple greatness in the 
whole affair. It appears to have been a most pompous 
exhibition. 

April 12. — At the opening of Stirling's Library last 
night : the Lord Provost in the chair. Sat 

yesterday as a Justice of the Peace along with William 
Stirling, Cordale. 

May 1 5. — The public news of the day is the assassination 
of Lincoln, the death of the murderer, and the surrender 
of the military power of the South, together with the 
policy of the new President — all absorbing. 

June. — Have had some correspondence with Sir J. 
E. Alexander^ about the manuscripts left by my Uncle 
Eben. He has been very much interested in them. I 
had a call to-day from Mr. John Mackenzie Lindsay* of 
Dundee wanting to see them; also a relation. Meditated 
a visit to London — went up 28th June. J, S. Fleming 
and I dined on a steak in the " Cock," near Temple 
Bar. 

August 5. — The election for the county full of absorbing 
interest In driving over to Drymen met Sir James 
Campbell ; gave htm a lift 

' Lieut.-General Sir James Edward Alexander of Westerton, eldest 
Mn of Edward Alexander of Powis, by his wife, Catherine Glas, 
daughter of John Glas, Provost of Stirling. 

• Son of Provost Lindsay of Dundee, of the Dowhill family. 
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August 23. — Unexpected detention at Dumbarton with 
the procession of St. Crispin in laying the foundation 
stone of a hall. (Men big bairns after all.) 

September 28. — My mother has made up her mind to 
make Parkhall her permanent residence. 

October 21. — The death of Lord Palmerston this week, 
a sad event and the subject of general sympathy. Elected 
a director of the Merchants' House. Mr. and Mrs. Leckie 
Ewing with us at Parkhall on Saturday, the 7 th. 

November 16. — Mr. Gladstone's visits to Scotland re- 
markable as showing great aptitude to adapt himself to 
three or four different audiences — City Hall, working men, 
and Edinburgh University. 

December 14. — The Archaeological Society's meeting on 
Monday, the 4th. Mr. Stewart stayed with us. Mr. 
Smith of Jordanhill, Mr. Hart, John Buchanan, Sheriff 
Erskine Murray, and others dined with us. Tried hard 
to get Sir J. E. Alexander to preside at the Stirlingshire 
dinner on " Auld Handsel Monday," but he has declined. 

1866. 

March 28. — At the College conversazione with my wife 
on 22nd, in the Corporation Galleries. Mr. Gilbert Scott 
referred to his plans. Mr. William Ewing introduced me 
to a son of Sir John Herschell . . . More or less 
likely to be engrossed with the Merchants' House history. 
Rummaged out with W. H. Hill a good many documents 
from the safes in the House. I have been absenting 
myself from all scientific and literary societies as much as 
possible, as I am now more susceptible to cold than ever. 
I was at the flower show this afternoon in the City Hall. 
I was almost affected to tears by the sight of magnificent 
azaleas, hyacinths, tulips, etc 

May 14. — I returned from England on Wednesday 
morning with Helen. Linnacre a quiet English home — 
flowers in the hedge-rows innumerable. Visited Dover and 
the Castle on Thursday ; then Mr. Fielding ^ and his 

^ Thomas Mantell Fielding, great-grandson of the novelist, married 
Jean Eleanora, daughter of W. Leckie Ewing of Amgomery. 
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daughters. The French coast very clear. On Friday 
went to Canterbury, the spot where Thomas k Becket was 
siain, — his shrine, the Black Prince's tomb, etc.; a quaint, 
quiet old town. The spires of the cathedral attract rain 
frequently ; a fine undulating country. Saw in passing 
over the Medway the " Great Eastern " at a distance. 

August 20. — I have never been able to sit down and 
note what has interested me in the interval that has 
elapsed since 5th June. I have come from Ballincleroch 

this morning with A R , and Captain John Mac- 

farlan. Mr. Ewing's funeral at Kippen on the r4th inst. 
The wrench of leaving Arngomery killed him. 

Oitober 18. — 'The Duke of Edinburgh's visit to the city 
to-day. Prince Consort's statue unveiled. On Tuesday 
last the great Reform demonstration in Glasgow. I think 
that Mr. Gladstone's measure should have passed ; it would 
have settled the question for twenty years at least. These 
political questions inflame many minds, but they don't 
bear on the progress of the country. Education, economy, 
etc., etc., go quietly and surely on without this dangerous 
^^tation. The tendency to physical force almost a neces- 
sity from the license of speech permitted and encouraged. 
Went out on Tuesday to Bally with Helen to meet Hugh 
Hatheson and his wife. The Mauritius newspaper just 
received brings Michael Connal into notice by a scientific 
paper. I entered on my SOth year on 1 ith August 

Dtiember 8. — Tom Fielding's father died in November, 
and was buried 30th ultimo. A truly good man. 



1867. 

January 1, — Poor Mungo Campbell died on Saturday 
last Went out to Parkhall on Saturday, 22nd ult., to 
a meeting of heritors in Killeam. 

March 9. — See from newspapers that John Millar has 
been made Solicitor-General for Scotland. My old school- 
fellow at Tillicoultry. His is a case of persistent hard work. 

Jutu 5. — Went to Edinburgh to the General Assembly. 
Saw the venerable Dr. Clason carried out apparently dead. 
Heard an address by a medical student in the Madeline 
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Church, where the medical mission is carried on. A quaint 
place; the oak table round which the students sat i 
identical table on which the body of the Marquis of Argyie 
lay after his execution. 

July 4, — On Tuesday got a bell which I had been in 
search of, dated 1641. Have arranged with Mr, W. H. 
Hill as to its being presented, on behalf of Miss Morgan, 
to the Glasgow Town Council. The railway to the Moes 
opened ist July. This is very much fitted to inipnwe 
property in Killearn and neighbourhood. 

September 11. — What a change going on; my old 
College friend, Joseph Hooker, nominated as the President 
of the British Association for next year. 

October 1 2. — Tom Gawne and his wife came in from 
Parkhall yesterday after spending a happy week there. I 
feel more and more my duty to that quarter of the city 
(Bell Street), associated as it has been with many memories 
that will outlive the passing wants of the world. Tr>-ing 
to get James C. Burns interested in the locality, 
October 31. — At the Justice of Peace Court. 
Much exercised about doing more for the Calton. 
a Commissioner of Supply for Stirlingshire. 

November 21. — Came round by Stirling on Monday froffl 
Parkhall. Saw William Wright, Mr. and Mrs. Henderson, 
Mrs. Gibson, and Mrs. Donald Campbell. 

December 22. — At Mr. GeJkie's lecture on "The Geo- 
logical Origin of Scottish Scenery," at the AthenxunL 
Elected president for the second time of the Stirlingshire 
Charitable Society, on the occasion of the Society of the 
Sons of the Rock dining with them. Most reluctant to 
accept it. Made a director by the Merchants' House of 
the Logan and Johnston Institution this year. At the 
meeting of the Archaeological Society on Monday, 16th. 
A good many interesting things lent for the exhibition- 
Charles I.'s cap, worn at his execution, and handkerchief; 
a good many interesting books, parchments, etc John 
Buchanan's paper on the stone found near Castlehill, New 
Kilpatrick, most interesting. Professor Grant's paper on 
" Ancient Astronomical Observations " also interesting 
One observation as to an eclipse determined the jU 
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August, 1042, as the time when the Danish fleet of Haco 
was at Orkney or Shetland ... On Sabbath . . . 
the Green full of people; a great crowd in front of the 
jaiL Everjrthing quiet, but the display of force had its 
influence. Fenianism is the fanatical spawn of Irish- 
American rowdyism. 




January 25. — On New Year's Day at the Buchanan 
Institution. Robert Gray lectured on " Birds," Drove out 
to Archie Colquhoun's afterwards. Dined at Archie 
Robertson's ; had a party the next night ; a very happy 
meeting. Presided at the Stirlingshire dinner on the 13th 
insL; the Sons of the Rock there. On the whole a success. 
Sir James Alexander and Mr. Buchanan of Carbeth with 
us all night 

April 8. — Division on Gladstone's motion about the 
Disestablishment of the Irish Church one of the most 
striking evidences of the progress of opinion. Infinitely 
prelerable to indiscriminate endowments. 

June 4. — N preparing to go to Biarritz to visit 

her mother ; my Aunt [Mrs. William Connal] accompanies 
her. The news of the dreadful loss of the "Garonne" on 
Friday, 22nd May, reached town on the Saturday following, 
it has altered the plan of sailing to Bordeaux ; they now 

go through France. Went with N on Thursday, 

2 1st, to Yorkhill to visit Mrs. Graham Gilbert Went 
into the studio. Trying to interest members of the 
Stirlingshire Charitable Society and the Sons of the Rock 
in a memorial window in the High Church, Stirling. 

June 17. — At home alone looking over old papers of 
my uncle. How truly kind he was ; I shall ever venerate 
his memory. . , . E. Gilbert to go to Demerara bj' 
the " Cuyuni." I hope it may be blest to the recovery of 
his health. I could not see a valuable young man die by 
inches without an effort to save him. 

July 31. — William Thompson wrote me about the death 
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of his mother, which took place at Brighton more than 
ten days ago. I remember with gratitude all the kind- 
ness of that family. 

August 12. — Felt for a day or so a strange depression. 
I think it arises from a sense of being without an object 
in the country. W. Connal's welcome to the Stirling 
visitors at Hillfoot took place on Thursday, 6th August 
The water-works and Mr. R. Dalglish's gardens visited — 
a success. The Sons of the Rock have had their op- 
portunity ; the Stirlingshire Society must have its own by 

and by. I thought of collecting around him all 

the sumptuousness of a fine residence. It may be a good 
thing for the country-side, and, no doubt, his hospitality 
commands influence, I believe, for good ; but what about 
the abodes of poverty and neglect ? The claims there will 
scarcely admit of large expenditure on one's self. . . . 
Sent to-day a photog^ph of the bell (1641). 

October 12. — The grand ceremonial of the laying of the 
foundation stone of the College took place on Thursday 
the 8th. Mrs. M'Farlan and her daughter, Hamilton, Mary 
Ewing, and Mrs. Connal, all at 16 Lynedoch Crescent 
Thankful, when it was all over, that there was no accident 

October 23. — Mrs. Hinds, Mrs. Alexander Connal, my 
mother, etc., all at Mrs. W. Connal's, 220 St Vincent Street, 
at dinner. A more than usually large gathering of Connals. 

1869. 

January 6. — The announcement of the perversion of 
the young Marquis of Bute inexpressibly painful. Captain 
O'Connor died on Sunday morning, the loth. At his 
funeral on Wednesday the 13 th, and was one of the pall- 
bearers ; a very sad event 

February 8. — The derivation of " Calton " referred to by 
me ; from Caltinua (hazel). 

March 13. — Arranged to let Mr. Ballantine go on with 
the window in the church in Stirling. The designs more 
to the point as illustrative of the objects of both societies. 

March 25. — Mr. Niven made some remarks of a grace- 
ful kind in remembrance of my father. The 
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manuscript by Dr. Porteous of the records of the Glasgow 
Prcsbjlery was veiy interesting to me, and I am happy 
to have it in my possession. 

May 6. — The countiy beautiful. Spoke with my mother 
about the fieM called " Endrick Field " about to be sold. 
She appeared interested in my getting it. It was part 
of Farkhall once. 

May 20. — Occupied nearly two hours each day for 
se\-eral days in the J. P. Court How often the 

pride and selfishness of men make business most trying. 

July 9. — Have examined the call to R, Woodrow of 
Eastwood to Stirling (1717). I noticed several names with 
which I am familiar ; probably ancestors. 

July 14. — There are some political aspects of the times 
full of solicitude. The majority in the Lords for con- 
current endowments, and the loop-hole by which grants may 
be given to Roman Catholics, apart from the national 
system of education. 

July 28. — Left for Cupar on Friday afternoon at 4.20 
via Edinburgh. William L. M'Farlan took me through 
the town before reaching home. Next morning left for 
St Andrews — Archbishop Sharp's tomb, the castle, the 
dungeon, St. Regulus' tower, the tombs of Halyburton 
and Samuel Rutherfurd. Went in the evening to Magus 
Moor ; visited the spot where Archbishop Sharp was killed. 
Brought away a slip of privet. Strange the interest that 
attaches to a deed of this kind. Visited St, Leonard's 
College on Monday, Queen Mary's thorn, etc. The links 
peculiar as a field for the sport of golf The venerable 
aspect of the place fitted to impress and to cherish student- 
life. The country interesting, but wanting in picluresqueness. 

August 18. — Saw to-day, in Mr. W. Ewing's, the pro- 
ceedings of the House of Commons from the time of 
Edward VI. to 1745 in manuscript; most beautifully 
vxritten. He asked me what to do with them, as they 
were offered for sale — seventy-five volumes. I got the 
published volumes with which they tallied, and I think 1 
interested Mr. Ewing more in them. . . Making a 

little walk for my mother at the burn at Parkhall, with 
little bridges. 
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October 1 5, — Had an anonymous letter that 
humbled me on Wednesday morning, but I think it comes 
from a wounded spirit. He has been hit, and I leave it 
in the hand of God, My dear mother made out a ' 

to Aberfoyle on Tuesday, the 12th instant. A 

some water lilies. 

November 27. — On Wednesday, 17th, went out to 
good-bye to Alexander Connat, to start next morning for 
London on his way to Mentone. 



m 1870. 

™ January i. — My aunt, Mrs. John Connal, died at Dougia! 
Isle of Man. on the 25th December, in her eightieth year. 
The old representatives of the once numerous family of 
the Connals are passing away. 

January 24. — 1 have at last decided to print the twentieth 
and twenty-first anniversary papers read by the young men 
of the " SpouL" It may do good to others, and stimulate 
to copy the attempt to meet a felt want amongst young 
men. 

February 2. — Poor Dr. Andrew Anderson goes do«7i 
to the grave to-day with all the honours of a public funeral, 
as president of the Faculty of Physicians and Surgeons 
How my thoughts and affections, looking to the future, 
cling to Glasgow and its interests. 

March 5, — Dined at Dr. A. Buchanan's on 4th Fctmiaty. 
Last time there, many years ago, Dr. Livingstone in the 
dining-room explaining a large map of Africa. Poor Tom 
Gawne died on the i ith February. 

March 22. — At Mrs. W, Campbell's, TuUichewan, to 
meet Mr. Fordyce on his way to Simla. I think the 
object a good one. Mr. Scott-MoncrieiT explained it Dr. 
Rain)' made some affecting remarks. 

April 1 4.^ — Left for London on Friday evening, 1st 

April. Mighty London 1 Dined at D R 's 00 

Saturday, 2nd. The parks most attractii-e. Saw a 
horrible sight near Covent Garden, a man striking his 
wife Wretch I 1 laid hold of him, the crowd looking 
not a policeman to be seen ; it was hell on earth. 
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llch affected when passing Downshire Hill, where R. B. 
Forman lived, whom I visited again and again from 1835 
to 1838. Left London on Monday night. 

May 4. — Drove home with N from W. Connal's 

after the baptism of their child. On Monday night, 25th 
April, started again most reluctantly for London. Walked 
with Mr. M'Lure through the streets of London on 
Thursday night after dinner ; a vast solitude, and yet a 
world of human beings. Enjoyed the boom of the bell 
of St. Paul's and the majesty of the dome in the clear 
morning sky, say at five o'clock. London, with its spires, 
in the morning light most imposing. 

May 26. — Michael Connal gazetted on 17th instant as 
surveyor general, colonial engineer, and engineer for 
GOTemment railways for the Mauritius. 

/utu 27. — Took a walk with N on Saturday even- 
ing towards the Botanic Gardens. The College a noble 
pile, increasing in picturesque effect as it rises. Struck 
with the many changes which a walk on a previous 
evening brought us to see, — the bridges over the Kelvin, 
the demolition of North Woodside House, the quiet 
country road invaded by new thoroughfares. How the 
stream of time runs on I Thought of my dear uncle 
away. How much he was identified with Hillhead and 
the city, and now he is scarcely known. Man at his 
best estate is vanity, vanitj- stamped on everything. So 
much oppressed with this feeling the other night that I 
could scarcely shake it off. On the morning of the 24th 
spoke as delicately as I could to Mr. Buchanan, Carbeth, 
about buying a little ground, if he was willing to sell it, 
so as to preserve the amenity of the house in the country. 

Jy/y 18. — On Saturday went to Stirling. Pleased with 
the window in the Old Church contributed by the Glasgow 
and Stirlingshire Charitable Society and by the "Sons of the 
Rock." Went to Callander, Loch Lubnaig ; — arrived at 
Strathyre, went by a sheltered road to Balquhidder, Ben 
I-cdi behind us ; passed through the strath, and finally 
arrived at the site of the old church, beside which the 
jeot ains of Rob Roy now lie. A most romantic spot 
Voil most exquisite in the distance, — the hills con- 
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vei^ng to the placid surface of the lake. . . . Stood 
for a moment on the tombstone. 

August 18. — Much struck with a picture of Napoleon I. 
taken a few days before his death at St Helena. A face 
expressive of great suffering, with a subdued kind of look. 
On the nth entered on my fifty-fourth year. How 
solemn the present time, when nations are made to reap 
what they have sown. Prussia punished for her high- 
handed robbery of the territory of Denmark and Hanover 
and other States ; France for ambitious designs, unsettling 
the peace of other countries. The declaration of war of 
15th July was simultaneous with the declaration of the 
Pope's infallibility. 

August 31. — On Friday night paid a visit to Camock, 
a very fine old place. Beautiful trees, walks, and garden. 
A kind of magnificence about the garden in front of the 
house. The house several hundred years old — 1543 on 
the door we entered by. An oaken bar, said to be of 
Bruce's time, slipped in behind the door as a barrier. 
The stone walls very thick. The rooms, leading from a 
common stair, are like cells. The family portraits in the 
dining-room very interesting. Met Mr. Park^ of Airth at 
dinner — once Librarian of the College — revived old Collie 
stories. 

September 15. — How pleasant to see my father's place 
smile. William M'Intosh, now eighty-two, once my father's 
servant, called on Saturday last He spoke of my father 
having a tear in his eye when he bade him farewell on 

leaving for India. N and I dined with A. Orr Ewing 

on Saturday, loth. Very lovely night, sunset beautiful; 
the drive home by moonlight exquisite. Present at the 
dinner given to Sir John P. Grant — the grandest affair I 
ever was at — on the 6th inst. 

September 24. — Came home to-day from Dumfries. A 
most interesting line of railway along the banks of the 
Nith. I must study it. Bums often in my mind in his 
passionate love of nature. Visited on Friday the Grey- 
friars' Church and St Michael's Church. The churchyard 
contains the dust of Robert Bums. Very much affected 

^ Minister of Airth. 
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by that monument. I was told Thomas Cariyle, as a boy, 
climbed the wall to see the spoL What a peculiar interest 
genius throws over a place. How wide that man's in- 
fluence has been for good and evil. Visited the house 
where he lived and died. A little girl pointed to the 
comer where he breathed his last. A little low-ceiled 
room looking out on a lane. I stood and read the in- 
scriptions on the graves of the two martyrs — William 
Welsh and William Grierson (1667}. How we cling to 
the memory of men who have sealed their testimony with 
their blood. Trying to interest the public bodies about 
the Lt^an and Johnston School being near the Buchanan 
Institution. 

October 1 3, — N and I returned to-day from N 's 

wedding,' Yesterday a tempest. The previous evening 
(Tuesday) there were one or two rainbows, indicating un- 
settled weather. Very beautiful ; the western sky lighted 
up with the glow of sunset and the moon shining calmly 
on the sea. There was a fair representation of both con- 
nections : H. M. Matheson and his uncle, General Mathe- 
son ; General M'Donald and his wife and daughters ; Miss 
Catherine M'Farlan, Miss Christian M'Farlan, Miss M'Farlan. 
Muiravooside, and her brother ; Mr. and Mrs. J. Orr Ewing ; 
Dean Hood, etc. , . . Affected with the trials of the 
poor; yet they are happy in the midst of trials. How 
widely dilTused is happiness. Looked at the ruins of the 
Hunterian Museum ; probably I may get some memorial 
stone. 

November 17. — Got some part of the frieze of the 
Hunterian Museum and sent it out to the country, as a 
meniento of old College associations. 

Deetntber 14, — How difficult to step out from the ranks 
to a career of true public spirit 

1871. 

January 2. — I looked at my dear uncle's bust. . . 

How considerate of others, how sensitively alive to the 

credit of the various branches of his family. 1 sent Michael 

Connal, Chesterfield, some notes about our family connec- 

' Eleoaora Leckie- Ewing married John Matheson M'Donald. 
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tion, llUch havfe interested him. He had sent^ 
original of the marriage settlement of my great-graiw 
[Patrick Connal, 1749]. 

FArumy 4. — The country beautiful even in its 
dress. 

Fatruafy 16. — The Stirlingshire and Sons of the 
Society dinner took place — the first dinner of the 
societies. H. Campbell, M.P., in the chair. 
window has cost me above £jo. I have not had 3( 
sappost in it 

Ftdmaty 2a — The Spring beginning to manifes 
Walked round the little property. On Thursday, 
at Edinburgh at Mr. Kirkpatrick's' funeral. Affecte 
tradng up &mily history to interest Michael 1 
Chesterfield. Where are they? How true, "the pla 
knows us shall soon know us no more." The great 
is to. be living by faith in Christ and attempting c 
His strength. 

March 25. — Much exhilarated by the sight of the 
budding and the tokens of Spring. ... I did 
to the promenade in the Corporation Galleries on T 
— the marriage^ay of the Marquis of Lome an 
Royal Highness Princess Louise. This event has 
happiness to a lai^ proportion of Her Majesty's sul 

April 20. — I am happy to find that the lads have 

so much interest in their Greek. Gave f 3s. to 

Greek dictionary. 

May 27. — We meet here for a little In the world 
how solemn the responsibility to do good while wc 
the opportunity. At Glenorchard at dinner on Thi 
25th inst Paris the subject of conversation. I ho] 
of this baptism of blood, France will consider her 
The future is very dark. Went the other night to si 
wild beasts. These denizens of the forest, caged t 
our inspection, interesting, but humiliating. How fea 
met with in their native haunts. "There is a lion j 
way" implies a sore trial. The little pony " Fanny • 

'John Kirkpatrick, Supreme Judge of Ionian Isbutdi, giaod 
Sir Thomas Kirkpatrick, third Bart dt Cloaebum, muiied Jm 
daughter of Captain John Glas. 
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better. The fields, the hedges, the trees, all beautiful. 
Alexander Connal home. He had been three weeks in 
Jerusaiem. Bailie Watson appears interested in my remarks 
upon the old dial-plate in the Gallowgate, and I hope to 
secure it from destruction. 

July I. — N left yesterday for North Berwick with 

Miss Marion Kirkpatrick, where they have arrived safely. 

July 26. — The papers to-day contain Thiers' speech about 
Popery, and the hold it has on France. The expression, 
" Whose assistance we accept in the moral government of 
France," is most suggestive. The reply of Gladstone to 
the Irish deputation most alarming, as showing the coming 
struggle with that system about to be renewed. These 
sentiments could not be brought so easily to the surface 
unless nations and statesmen were heaving under them. 

August 16. — The papers full of the centenary of Sir 
Walter Scott. There has been some good speaking, and 
that in quarters where I did not expect it. The banquet 
in the City Hall a very grand affair. The speaking very 
good, particularly Jowett's, Sheriff Bell's, and Dr. Macleod's. 
Robert Monteith's was that of a man of culture. It took 
place on the 9th. There was a remarkable unity of thought 
between the speeches in Edinburgh and Glasgow. I believe 
Sir Walter Scott was pointed out to me in Edinburgh at 
St. James's Square. It was in the street leading out 
towards Ldth Walk. It must have been in 1830 or so. 
How few have seen him. There are some things to do. 
The printing of the minutes of the West India Association, 
etc., and the writing of an autobiography, so that all my 
manuscripts may be utilized for whoever may care to pre- 
serve the record, and be benefited by it. . . . The 
British Association meeting in Edinburgh finished its sittings 
on the 9th August. How strange that scientific men 

should discredit the supernatural. Went with N to 

the flower show in the Botanic Gardens on Thursday 
evening, loth. Very creditable. 

August 26. — The subjects to be brought before Lord 
Shaftesbury may be like a photograph of the condition 
of the city in its moral and spiritual state, so far as the 
means are in operation to elevate the masses, in the edu- 
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cation of children and youths, and to alleviate the poverty 
and distress in all classes. 

September 7. — I had the honour of being introduced to 
Lord Shaftesbury, and spoke for one moment about the 
Old Pye Street Refuge, Westminster. His remark to me 
about adult criminals — " They must be dealt with indi- 
vidually" — contained a great deal of wisdom, I 
thankful the party had good weather on Friday 
Saturday so as to make these days pleasant. 

October 2o, — 1 spent Monday last till 5 o'clock at Park-' 
hall ; very much the better of fresh air and occupation ; 
trimming the trees in the Fintry Road. My mother 
wonderfully well. How sweet the little place looks in the 
gorgeous colouring of autumn. The meeting yesterday of 
the Technical College Committee ; more like something 
definite. Its aim appears too grand on paper. It 
with what cannot be realized without enormous funds. 
must be gradual. 

November 1 8. — About this time took advantage of favour- 
able weather to plant some trees (about 2500) in the high 
wood at Parkhall. I hope they may thrive. I have been 
promised the old dial-plate in the Gallowgate by Mr. James 
Watson, now Lord Provost 

December f6. — A great many demands on my time of 
late. None so unsatisfactory as responding to dinner in- 
vitations. These are a great waste of time. It has been 
a most interesting thing to observe the public anxiety as 
to the critical illness of the Prince of Wales. 
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January 1 7. — The Stirlingshire dinner came off oa 
Monday, i stb insL, William Connal in the chair. William 
Corbett, the oldest li\-ing member, present Mr. Robert 
Hart also present (James Watt's friend). A rather successful 
meeting; 38 new members. The son of William Campbell, 
once a Singapore merchant, present mth his son, a child 
of seven years. The oldest member and the youngest shook 
hands at the table after the proceedings had progrcssod \ 
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little. Wrote to-day to London about out-door pensioners 
of the Royal Asylum for Incurables. The bond over 
Stirling's Libraiy shown to me cancelled. Things are 
getting into shape there. The Technical College programme 
agreed upon. I dined at the Dean of Guild's yesterday — 
an ofHcial dinner. Sat for a little in the dining-room with 
Dr. Norman Macleod, who recommended Elliot Nicol's Bible 
lessons. He appeared to think that the sceptical opinions 
of the present day should be met by young men who are 
teachers being called together in conference. Think often 
with pleasure of the " Spout " progressing. Surely it will do 
good to young men. 

February 24.— I was asked to attend Miss Isabella Glas' 
liineral (last surviving daughter of Provost John Glas), on 
Tuesday, 20th, at Stirling. 

March 9. — Went up to Lanark along with a good 
number of justices, to vote for a procurator-fiscal for the 
Airdrie district on sih inst The change did me good. 

Mank tj. — Heard to-day that Mr. Buchanan, Carbeth, 
died yesterday. My mother's neighbours passing away. 
It may lead to great changes in that country-side. 

March jo. — I think that some women may give them- 
selves to the work of nurses without neglecting other 
claims. 

April 20. — I went up to the old College yesterday. 
I |iassed into the library, about to be taken down, and 
into the Greek class-room. I felt for a moment a pang 
of real mental distress when 1 recalled my want of pre- 
paration one day, the fruit of ill-regulated studies and 
trifling precious time. I remembered forty years ago with 
a pang ; I almost shed tears. ... I have been struck 
with a remark in the Jllustrattd News, in an article on 
Mr. Maurice. It shows how a train of thought was 
ninning in his mind that was also in mine in 1848, when 
the "Spout" took its rise. It is to this effect: — "The 
democTiitic agitation between Chartism and Socialism that 
spread to England from the French Revolution of 184S 
was to be met with earnest co-operative efforts by the 
more affluent classes, to aid the working men to better 
their own condition. Wealth, leisure for recreation, and 
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the means of good education were the objects most desired 
The main result of the movement that originated in the 
autumn of 1849 was the founding of the Working-men's 
College." I have a few things to do, and I wish to do 
them well. The speculative mania in shares, 

mines, etc., is carrying men off from sober pursuits. 

April 29. — Our pet dog very far through. How sad 
a little companion steals in upon our habits and adapts 
himself to our wants. . . . The country beautiful, but 
the air keen. 

May 29. — Mr. Russell, the chaplain to the Commis- 
sioner, secured me a ticket for the dinner at Holyrood 
on the 28th inst. I went into Edinburgh by the fiw 
train, drove to the Palace ; servants in white and gold 
liveries ; shook hands with the moderator. Dr. Jamieson, 
in the reception-room ; Mr. Ramsay, purse-bearer, and Mr. 
Russell. Was presented to His Grace the £arl of Airlie 
Sat on his right hand, Mr. Hannan being between me and 
His Grace; Col. Mure of Caldwell on his left. Dined in 
the long picture gallery. Pages, pipers. Very mudi 
gratified by the kindness shown me. Passed through 
Queen Mary's room on our way to the Banqueting Hall. 

Ju7ie 17. — Young's statue of Graham, the chemist, now 
in its place, but I have not had time to look at it. 

July 15. — roor T. Richardson died at Perth on 26th 
June. His hearty, shrewd character very attractive. 
Michael Connal, Mauritius, gazetted within the last 
week as a member of the Legislative Council. 

August 7. — On Saturday, 3rd, met Dr. Andrew 
Buchanan, and he showed me a letter from Dr. David 
Livingstone, of date 1 8th December, Ujuji. 

September 6. — I am more than ever convinced that 
sticking to a principle ensures success in the long run. 

September 26. — Saw Mr. Lowe yesterday opposite the 
Provost's house on my way home. Archbishop Manning 
in the City Hall on Tuesday night on the Permissive Bill. 
A great deal of good sense and good feeling in his speech. 
There should be more liberty than the permission of two- 
thirds of a community as to such accommodation of a public 
house. 
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November 1 1. — Walked round the Green by myself; 
thought of being useful to that district if God spares me. 
The Buchanan Institution and the Logan and Johnston 
School already great blessings. , . . Recommended 
young men to keep note books. 

December 7. — Very happy in my mother being with 
us since Monday, 2nd December, and apparently quite 
well. Had Major M'Farlan and his wife, Sheriff and 
Mrs. Erskine Murray, and Andrew Melville at dinner 
j-esterday. 



1873. 

March I. — Before I left the country Dr. Guthrie's death 
mentioned to me. 

March 29. — After a period of excitement, extending 
over a fortnight. I have been returned for the Glasgow 
School Board as one of fifteen. I felt very calm all along, 
and I had some hope of success till the afternoon of 
Thursday, when some information transpired that implied 
I had only a chance. The result has overturned all cal- 
culation. 1 accepted the invitation to stand at the close 

of last month. I consulted , and though warned on 

all hands of the difficulty and trouble of the office, I have 
seriously given my mind to it, in the hope of doing good 
to roy native city, and in a way that will tell for the future 
above all others. At dinner at Dr. Rainy's on Thursday, 
the 20th. Met Dr. R. Buchanan, Principal Fairbaim, and 
Sir W. Thomson. 

AfrU 12. — Busy this afternoon at home with the ord- 
nance maps of the city to assist the School Board. The first 
meeting on Tuesday, 8th April, courteous and business-like. 

April 26. — The choice of a clerk a serious matter. 
1 hope the Board may be rightly directed. On Friday 
morning (n Mr. Whitelaw's office examining the testimonials 
of candidates. J. A. Campbell, Mr. Kerr, and Mitchell 
present ivith Mr. Whitelaw. 

June 23. — Paid up the balance of the Stirlingshire Society 
w-indow. Think that I have paid enough — about £io out 
of .£240. 
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July 17. — With Whitelaw to-day at Springbum looking 
out for a site for a school. We exchanged opinions as to 
the g^reat difficulty we have before us in the religious 
question. ... I hate Limited Liability Companies. 

August 7. — The dreadful railway accident at Wigan 
makes one almost timid in travelling. 

August 25. — At Wemyss Bay with my aunt Lord 
Shaftesbury there. I hope that great and good man may 
be spared for a great work yet. The Archaeological Sodety 
goes to-morrow to Crossraguel Abbey. I cannot go with 
them. As I have been writing a thunderstorm has swept 
over the city. 

September 8. — At Parkhall from Saturday till this morn- 
ing. The moon rose in most resplendent majesty above 
the hills immediately behind Ballikinrain. God has given 
us good harvest weather. ... At the School Board ; 
took notes of all that was said. The impression left on 
my mind is that Page Hopps has overdone his part 
He has ridden his hobby to death and to the disgust and 
alarm of all right-thinking men. The Roman Catholics 
have stood by him in direct opposition to their own con- 
victions of the necessity of religious education in education 
worthy of the name. Oh Lord, give me gfrace to work 
while it is day. How prejudices vanish when we look at 
the eternal realities, the petty disputes and heart-burnings 
of life. 

September 23. — The sale of Carbeth a very sad thing to 
the family and neighbourhood ; about four hundred years 
in the Buchanan family. I have never so much as got an 
opportunity to look at it. Motives of delicacy always 
withheld me from asking questions. 

October 13. — N and I heard the Jubilee Singers in 

the City Hall on 9th instant I was very much struck 
with their plaintive melodies, and interested in their appear- 
ance. 

October 25. — At Janet Ewing's funeral at Kippen yester- 
day. . . . No wonder the aflTections of the family 
cling to that happy home. Dr. Candlish's death a solemn 
event. His funeral on Friday last 

November 10. — Feel more than ever the value of Dr. 
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Buchanan and Mr. Whitelaw in the School Board. I have 
not gone near the musical festival this week. I feel 
some repugnance to the Word of God being sung for 
amusement ; yet it is the alliance of genius and high art 
in illustrating the sentiments and ideas of Scripture. Met 
Dr. Bryce of Belfast, and spoke of his lectures in 1841. 

Nffvember 22. — Disraeli to-day in the City Hall. At 
the Corporation Galleries on Thursday, 20th, at the luncheon 
given by the Provost. Very much pleased to see him 
(Disraeli) admiring Pitt's statue. He must have regarded 
it with much interest ; the living and the dead statesman ; 
the politics of the past and of the present must have 
been floating in the mind of the living one. Heard his 
voice in a few sentences and then left. His appearance 
most peculiar. ... At the Miners' Mission Conver- 
sazione: The roughness and yet warmth of 
heart of the miners dwelt on ; their low domestic state 
and yet high wages. Bought Disraeli's Sybil to-day, that 
1 might read about the Queen's accession to the throne. 

Dicember 23, — The drowning of Sir James Colquhoun 
in Loch Lomond on Thursday last (iSth) the subject of 
wide-spread sorrow. 



18?4- 

January 3, — The Provost spent an hour on Saturday 
evening last reading a defence against Walter Smith's 
attack on the School Board accounts. Tried to advise 
him to forbear and let the matter drop, which eventually 
he has agreed to do. 

January 14,— I almost wept yesterday, everything was 
so dark. At the banquet to Sir Bartle Frere on the 8th 
January. His remarks very good and interesting to 
Scotchmen. ... I have been looking over my 
Uncle Eben's manuscript [family history]. How we all 
60 fade as a leaf I 

January 24. — On Monday, 19th, at the Stirlingshire 
Societ)' dinner, at which 1 have dined regularly, with two 
or three exceptions, since 1839. On Friday morning went 
into Edinburgh with Mr. T. A. Mathieson and Mr. Warren, 
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Met the Endowed School Commissioners, etc. Hope that 
a good impression was produced. Previous to this went 
into the Parliament House and had a long talk with R. 
Horn, advocate, about old stories. After dinner at Mrs. 
M'Farlan's, 28 Stafford Street, went out with her and 
her daughter to see the illumination on the occasion of 
the Duke of Edinburgh's marriage (23rd January). St. 
George's Church dome lighted up ; castle with lines of 
fire ; gardens sparkling; orderly crowd ; Princes Street 
magnificenL 

January 3 1. — The country in a turmoil with the elections. 
Whitelaw a candidate, well supported. The community' 
have been taken by surprise by Gladstone's dissolution of 
Parliament. His financial speech a masterly address to 
the Greenwich electors. 

February 16. — The Buchanans leave Carbeth to-morrow, 
apparently finally. How sad ! A stranger occupies their 
home. Shook hands with them in church yesterday. The 
window now erected in Kippen Parish Church to Mr. W. 
L. Ewing, and very satisfactory as a work of art. . . . 
I would rather have painstaking, persistent attendon to 
preparation for the pulpit than erratic evangelistic effort- 
I look with much solicitude to Whitelaw leaving the Board 
for his duties in London. It would imperil our position 
to have another election under the vacancy. The duties 
of this Board more and more engrossing. 

February 25. — On the 17th met the Parochial Boards 
and spoke, probably inadvisably, about the education of 
pauper children, Tempted sometimes by the excitement 
of the moment to speak when 1 should keep quiet 

March 4. — Yesterday went down to Mrs. Col. Campbell's 
funeral along with W. Connal and his two youngest sons, 
the oldest being on the Continent, having been with Mrs. 
Hunter at Florence. Fletcher of Dunans on board, 
whom I had afterwards an opportunity to speak about 1 
Miles Fletcher of Parkhall. He told me that he was ai 
rather distant relative ; that Archibald Fletcher, the father! 
of Miles, was the husband of the " blue stocking." and 
that Miles' wife was the Lady Augusta Clavering. Fcltj 
interested in these reminiscences. He had been there tt-ith< 
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his father as a boy. ... I was forcibly rpminded of 
the Colonel's funeral on the 4th October, 1856. Laid the 
old lady in her grave in the same romantic spot, amongst 
the trees close by the stream that flows into the Ruel. 
The picturesque hills very beautiful from their being 
partially covered by mist. A vague grandeur all up the 
loch, particularly about South-Hall. Colonel Campbell of 
South-Hall at the funeral. Mr. Gordon, the Lord-Advocate, 
was to have been there, but was summoned to London 
to be sworn as a Privy Councillor. Mrs. Col. Campbell 
had held him up in her arms as his godmother. She was 
of the Munros of Teaninich,' about Ullapool. The season of 
the year and the extreme distance prevented older friends 
of the family being present. . Mr. Story of Rose- 

neath there. . . . There is a vague anxiety about 
news from Coomassie ; a disaster is feared. 

Marth 2 1 , — Sir Garnet Wolseley arrived in London 
to-day. The victory over the King of the Ashantees 
complete. 

March 28. — I visited the graveyard round the College 
Church, so soon to be removed ; a neglected-looking place. 
The date, 1 699, is cut on the lintel of the door. 
Elected a member of the executive committee of the 
approaching Social Science Meeting (September next). 

May 9. — Stephen Mitchell's gift of ^^70,000 for a lib- 
raiy announced. 

May 23. — Mr. Caughie dead ; the prince of infant 
teachers. On Monday, 1 8th, looked again for the stone 
lost in the <Ubris of the Principal's house in the University 
— the stone about the Blackadders of Tulliallan. 

June 5. — On Monday, 25th uSt, arranged to get the lintel 
of the old Grammar School, with the date 1601 on it. 
The Patronage Bill of the Government may prove a stum- 
bling block to many in the Free Church. Tannahill's 
memory celebrated in Paisley on 3rd June. I think it a 
vain thing to exult in the association of the poor poet with 
Paisley, when they did no good to him during his life, 
' Mre, Campbell was the elder daughter of Thomas Warrand of War- 
landfield, lavemess-shire, bj- Catherine, only surviving daughter of 
Captain James Munro, R.N., of Teaninich, Ross-shire. 
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His lyrics may be specimens of genius, but that a whole 
community should be turned out for a holiday is too 
much. Probably a holiday on other grounds came oppor- 
tunely. 

June 1 5. — My mother has been suddenly taken jIL 
Went out immediately by 4.40 train ; got Dr. Morton to 
accompany me. The gravity of the attack arises from 
her advanced a^e. She had written me the day before in 
such a good, firm hand, I was quite unprepared for the 
stroke. Dear, dear one, she is better ; but I must prepare 
for separation ere long. I felt 1 must sit loose to the 
world ; it is passing away. May this impression never 
leave me. 

June 26. — Was struck with a remark of a woman about 
the boys on Wednesday on the Gourock road — " That 
there were a great many little minds there, and that wc 
did not know what they might come to." One generation 
goetli and another cometh. 

July 6. — Got to-day the old dial-plate from the house in 
the Gallowgate — a memento of thirty-five years. 

July 14. — Met Dr. Rainy and his daughter in Woodside 
Terrace. He said that he hoped soon to meet my motho- 
in a better world. I was very much affected as I left him. 

August 12. — Cosmo Innes died within the last ten days. 
I have often thought of the probable effect of the Patronage 
Bill on the Free Church, The arrangements for the Social 
Science Congress are thickening. Captain Stirling of the 
prison and Mr. Quarrier at me; notes from Dr. Gairdner 
and John Burt. Oh Lord, make me more and more useful 
The vanity of everything here presses on me as I srt beside 
the feeble form of that dear one in the little bedroom at 
Parkhall. 

Seplenibcr 9. — On Wednesday, 2nd September, I went 
down to Cardross, Dumbartonshire, to visit the Watsons. 
Walked round the cliff of that beautiful promontory of the 
Firth of Clyde. Lost my luggage ; a great source of dis- 
comfort to me. It is believed to have been stolen, 

September 28. — The aspect of the country very sad front 
bad weather and the sombre tints of autumn. The little 
bums full of water. Lord CraJghtll and Mr. Warner-Wright 
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to be our guests during Social Science Congress. On 
Monday, the 2ist, had a prolonged meeting at the School 
Board. Did not get home till seven o'clock. The masters 
of the High School at last managed to accommodate them- 
selves to the new order of things. At the distribution of 
prices in the City Hall on Friday, the 25th. 

October 12. — Came in from the country very early this 
morning. My dear mother feeble, and not so cheerful as 
I used to leave her. 1 was beside her a good deal yester- 
day. I am rather more anxious about her. O Lord, 
into Thy hands 1 commend her dear spirit. Shall I 
receive good at the hands of the Lord, and shall I not 
receive evil ? Exposed to all the bustle of receiving friends 
during the Congress from Wednesday, the 30th September, 
to Thursday, 8th October. Very glad to renew old friend- 
ship with John Millar, now Lord Craighill. Mr. Wamer- 
VVrighl, from Norwich, a very fine, frank young Englishman. 
The reception in the College interesting, but the room in- 
sufficiently lighted. Introduced J. Millar to great 
many friends. Glad to get home. Took my place in the 
■' Repression of Crime " Section and never left it. The 
Corporation Gallery conversazione rather tame. Intro- 
duced by the Provost to Lord Rosebery. I hope that 
good may result from all this. The Provost introduced 
me to Sir Joseph Napier on Wednesday morning. The 
men that I got to write papers all made their appearance 
in time, which was very satisfactory. The country very 
beautiful in its decay. Elected a director of the 
Merchants" House. 

November 2. — Came in from the country. The dreadful 
storm of wind has blown down a good many trees, particu- 
larly a fine beech and an oak, besides some poplars, and 
stiuted others. Walked round the place. Up in the high 
wood this morning ; the trees thriving. 

November 2 1. — Wrote Joseph Hooker about the death 
of his wife. 

November 30. — Came in from the country to-day ; the 
aspect bleak. There was a sad tinge over my mind, for 
I left my dear mother weak, and not so strong as she was 
ten days ago. 




December l6. — I had to go to Mrs. Coi 
Dr. L. Lockhart there. Spoke of his fitther and old t 
Had a letter to-day from R. Hom, advocate, aboo 
father-in-law's bust I noticed In the new^Mpen 
William Cullen Bryant, the American poet, had his ei| 
third year celebrated. I remember when Dr. Gutfaiii 
on his Manse Sdheme, going down tx> Ayrshii^ 
anxious I was to introduce him to Bryant. I am 
lookii^ after tiie Cotl^e stone — Blackadder of TuU 
memorial stone. 
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January 6. — I am more and more impressed with the 
sweeping away of one generation after another. 
The servants to have a party to-night. 

January 25. — The Stirlingshire (dinner) passed off well. 
Sir William E dm on stone in the chair. Replied for the 
office-bearers. Very weary in my business, and I think, 
before I lose all my enet^. I should devote the remain- 
ing years of my life to more congenial work. Went to 
M'Clure's to look at the picture by Miss Thompson- — " The 
Roll Call." It is not a picture to get into raptures about, 
but it is touching and simple. A sad, business-like look 
about it 

February 6. — My dear mother continues much the 
same. How pleasing to think that she takes interest in 
eveiything. She saw " Gracie " from ht-r bedroom window 
wKh the cart, taking away leaves from the lawn. At the 
Prisoners' Aid Society. A great deal of good done 
modestly and economically. Walter Paterson's influence 
had brought people not usually attracted to such meetings. 
Mr. Whitelaw passed through the ordeal of seconding 
the speech yesterday pretty well. He is a man of mark. 

Ftbruary 22.— At Stirling. Looked at grand- 

mother's old house. Arranged with Mr. Chrystal that if it 
ever came into the market to let me know. 

March I.— Refused to accompany to the meeting 

with the Magistrates about singing saloons. There is a 
class of men who think that by social influence they can 
put down things. The meeting may be useful in calling 
attention to what is indecent in the performances and 
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music, but there may be a difficulty in parties being 
harmonious as to a remedy for this state of things. 

April 1 7. — Dr. Robert Buchanan's death embodied in a 
minute (School Board), with some suitable expression of 
regret I feel his loss ; it stunned me when William Speirs 
told me on Wednesday, 31st March. 

May 6. — Read to-night some interesting notices of the 
residence of the Fletchers at Parkhall in 18 17 in Mrs. 
Fletcher's autobiography. Came in from the country on 
Monday ; my dear mother wonderfully well. She was on 
the sofa in her room for an hour on Tuesday, and saw 
the old pear tree in blossom. How bright and green 
everything is in the country, and how full of melody the 
bushes and hedges, and how busy the crows. The ponies, 
the little dog, all full of life and interest 

June 2. — Last night at the conversazione in the Cor- 
poration Galleries. Had some pleasant talk with MacNee 
the painter about the pictures. . . . Went round the 
South-Side schools with J. A. Campbell yesterday ; the new 
schools are all princely buildings. Felt gfratified to-day by 
the venerable Dr. Rainy asking for my mother. 

August 25. — My mother very much exhausted. . . . 
Can I doubt the mercy of God when I think that since 
1830, when she came home a widow from India, He 
has upheld her? It is thirty-four years since Fanny was 
taken away, and we were left alone in the world. . . . 
Wrote Mr. Graham Gilbert, thanking him for his kind 
present of g^pes to my mother. . . . 

September 6. — My mother died at 2 A.M. on the 2nd 
September. . . . Thought frequently to-day of the 
happy years I spent with my mother. . . . O Lord, 
give me g^ce to be useful and to seek to be guided by 
Thy holy providence. 

September 8. — The funeral started at 10.30, and we 
arrived at Lynedoch Crescent just as the company were 
assembling. Pall-bearers — Alexander Connal, Dr. Gibson, 
J. C. Gibson, William Wright, George Henderson, R. 
Leckie Ewing, Sir James Alexander. Mr. Johnston 
presided ; touching prayer. Principal Douglas followed 
. . . In the evening reached Parkhall by 4.40 train. 
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This morning opened her desk, and read what my mother 
wished in the memorandum left in her own handwriting. 
i shall try to fulfil those injunctions, as if she were beside 
me. . Many kind letters of sympathy. 

October 4. — Went to the Grammar School to look at 
the stone which Mr. Paton described as quite a feature of 
the building. Felt cut to the heart when ascending the 
stair to old Dr. Dymock's class-room {1826-7). The thought 
of the folly and trifling of youth comes back again and 
a^in in the race of life. 

October 7. — Went into Edinburgh with J. A. Campbell 
and W. Kidston, etc., to consult counsel [School Board 
business]. Saw Mr. Rutherford Clark (Dean of Faculty) 
and Mr. Watson (Solicitor-General). Then visited Normal 
Seminaries ; went into two or three of the old rooms of 
Moray House. 

November 4. — Interested in the death of Dr. Forbes, 
Bishop of Brechin — an old collie companion. I could 
not have fancied him turning out a dignified ecclesiastic, 
with such high notions of his own communion. 
At the School Board to-day. Mr. Galloway, writer, told 
me that if it had not been for the vigorous hold taken 
by Mr. Whitelaw, etc., at the first, we must have paid 
more money to-day for sites — probably by many 
thousands. 

December 19. — J. E. Mathieson wrote me about some- 
one to represent the China Mission. Thought of Mr. 
Sloan. 



1876. 

February 5. — The Stirlingshire dinner took place in 
M'Lean's Hotel — Mr. Bolton in the chair. I sat next 
Sir William Edmonstone, and we had some pleasant talk 
together. 1 gave "The Imperial Parliament." Sir William 
had been absent from only one out of 248 divisions last 
session. He said he intended to stick to his work as 
long as he could crawl. This was rather ominous for 
Bolton, who is the future Liberal candidate for the county. 
Sir James Alexander stayed with us that night. Had 
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Mr. Whitelaw at dinner, with irembers of the Board, on 
Monday, 31st Januarj' ; very pleasant. Mr. Whitelaw, in 
taking leave of the Board on Thursday, 3rd February, 
made a most feeling allusion to Dr. Buchanan's and Dr. 
M'Ewan's removal by death, while thanking the Board for 
their consideration and kindness to himself personally. 
That man has a great many amiable qualities. On 
Thursday evening attended the opening of Centre Street 
School, tt is a great honour to have to do with such 
institutions and such a movement , . Affectingly 

reminded of the past by having to declare that my father 
had died in 1 829, and that he had left my mother 
nothing. This to satisfy the Inland Revenue Department 
as to my mother's estate. Miss Cooper, BallindaUoch, our 
guest from 25th to 29th January. 

February z6. — The election of members of School Board 
the subject of public discussion. I attended one of the 
first meetings on the 9th insi., presided over by Professor 
Berry, when Kidston made a statement, and J. A. Campbell 
declined to stand, which led to a shower of compliments 
from Dr. Jamieson and others. No doubt Mr. Whitelaw's 
withdrawal and his is a loss. I did not like the com- 
plexion of the meeting ; it appeared to be too much of a 
conclave, which might give offence outside. I honestly 
stated that I intended to stand as a candidate, but that 
I did not wish to be the nominee of a conclave- I think 
that I may be useful to the Board, and I don't think it 
would be fair to desert it in such a crisis, for on the 
continuance of the present arrangements much depends 
as to the future success of the Bill. There ma)' be 
fresh legislation before the next term of office expires. 
I visited my dear mother's grave on Sabbath morning, 
the 20th. On the 22 nd I sat for my photograph, 
for Mr. VVhitelaw's album, for the School Board, . , . 
I feel the responsibility of the ixisition I am placed 
in as before the community. The prospect of a settle- 
ment of the question as to the complexion of the ttcxt 
Hoard is at an end. There is to be a contest, and it 
is hard to predict who may be thrown out The com- 
munity, hitherto apathetic, are now beginning to g« 
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interested. On Thursday was at the dinner given by 
the School Board to Mr. Whitelaw. 1 think the meeting 
was a success. Mr. Whitelaw was presented with an 
illuminated address, and he made a most feeling reply. 
We had a good many books to show, and Kidston had 
some knick-knacks. It was a snowy night ; a severely 
protracted winter. The three daily papers, on different 
grounds, appeared rather to slight me. The poll satis- 
factory. I think Whitelaw should not have hazarded Mr, 
Dodds' candidature; he has injured Mr. Cuthbertson. 
The summation of the votes must have been most fatiguing. 
Whitelaw at it all night and up to the last. 

April 5. — Met at School Board on Tuesday, the 4th. I 
was elected Chairman. I feel more than ever the necessity 
of devoting myself to this work. Congratulations on all 
hands. Miss Helen M'Farlan with us for a few days. 
Talked with us to-night about what took place on the 
1 8th May, 1843. Her father was a leading man in the 
movement. 

April zy. — Was present at Sir William Stirling Max- 
well's inauguration as Chancellor of the University. At 
breakfast in Queen's Hotel in the morning at J. Cleland 
Burns' invitation. At the opening of the Museum in 
Kelvingrove Park on Tuesday, the 1 8th instant. 

May 6. — Saw accidentally in the Stirling Observer the 
death of Robert Johnston Brown, late Colonel of 14th 
Hu-is&rs, in London. Strange to have been in such com- 
plete ignorance of that man's whereabouts for so long a 
time, when we were thrown together in youth. 

May 22. — I cannot tell how sorry I was at the loss of 
my little cat. I had bought some medicine for it, and 
it was away. It must have crept into some hole and 
died. And poor little "Trim" has been amissing in the 
country for more than a week. These things wean me 
from pets. ... I cannot be a party to Disestablish- 
ment, as, on the other hand, I cannot join the Establish- 
ment 1 believe that the hand of the civil power will, 
aAer some years, find its way to humble her, for she has 
reaped an advantage at the expense of the sufferings of 
others without acknowledging it But for the existence 
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and prosperity of the Free Church she never would have 
got rid of Patronage, and the State has never acknowledged 
the wrong she did to the party who left in 1843. 

June 8. — Dr. Eadie's funeral yesterday. His death and 
the notice of him in the newspapers call up the remem- 
brance of Tillicoultry, A kind note from Joseph Hooker 
on the 5th instant. 

July 3, — On Thursday I distributed the prizes to the 
High School boys in the Queen's Rooms. I tried to say 
something about Natural History and about Caius College 
(Cambridge) and its entrances. That same evening I 
distributed the prizes in Kennedy Street, and on Wednes- 
day at Finnieslon. ... It was very gratifying to sec 
the children. A very affecting thing took place at Oat- 
lands. A poor mother received the book intended for her 
boy, who had died suddenly — I put it quietly aside intoj 
her hands. The great James Baird's death has occurr 
and his will rather disappoints me: he might have left \ 
good sum to the University. 

August 7. — At the laying of the memorial stone 
Hutchesons' Grammar School, and afterwards at the dinnei 
The display of plate and flowers very fine ; the hall quit 
baronial. Replied to a toast as to the School Boardai] 
Interested in seeing Sir Daniel MacNee there. Came in 
from the country on Monday, 31st July, in the same traiQ 
with Thomas Carlyle ; recognised him from his photograp! 
He had been the guest of the Arbuthnots at Old Ballikinraia 
Mr. Jeffray, of the Mills of Balfron, invited me to make a 
offer for the piece of ground that formed part of Parlchal 
Endrick Field. ... I try to be content with what 1 
have. My father had no more ground than I have. 1 
may not set my heart on anything here. It certainly 
would be a pity if he (Mr. Jeffray) created some dis* 
advantage. Have invited Sir Thomas M*Ctuit 

and his sister and Dr. Balfour's .'ion to stay with lu i 
the time of the British Association. 

August I I. — Went to the hall of the Faculty 
Physicians on the occasion of Dr. Harry Rainy's funeral. 
fair representation of his friends and of the citizens, 
aside to look at the resting-place of my dear mother. 
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is now two years since I met him (Dr. Rainy) walking in 
Woodside Terrace, and when he expressed himself so 
solemnly and affectingly as to the meeting with my mother 
in a better world. At the School Board for a little, and 
then met Mr. jeffray and closed with him for the ground — 
Endrick Field. I was quite calm and decided, 
1 would have reproached myself had it passed into un- 
friendly hands. After Dr. Rainy's funeral took Professor 
Grant down to look at the dial from the Gallowgate. He 
{s to direct me as to its position on the wall of the school 
in Grxme Street 

Stptember i. — At the opening of Henderson Street 
School on Wednesday night. Said something about North 
Woodside and its associations with the Hamilton (North 
Park) family, Sir Thomas Monro, etc. On Tuesday even- 
ing at the opening of the third British Workmen's Public 
House without drink. Heard Dr. Wallace and Bailie 

Torrens speak. Said something which Mr. S M 

thought to the point about Dr. Norman Macleod's saying: 
■* If I were a working-man, unless restrained by higher 
motives, I would go to the public-house for excitement." 

Stptember 1 2. — On my way to examine an exhibition 

of Natural History objects, N overtook me with news 

that Mr. Angus Turner had been drowned at Wemyss Bay. 
He had gone in lo bathe at the rocks beside Villa Clutha. He 
travelled with mc on Tuesday last from Stirling with Mrs. 
Cston and her son, and was as full of intelligence as usual 
on ail subjects. ! went down yesterday . . . and 
made some arrangements as to the funeral. On Tuesday 
went to Stirling by mistake for the 6th of September. At 
Lieutenant Cameron's lecture in the evening. On Wed- 
nesday went to tile College reception room. Mr. Sherman 
Crawford, his sister, and young Dr. Balfour dined with us. 
Called at Mrs. Campbell's, and saw Dr. Hooker and his wife 
and lunched with them. At the President's Address (Pro- 
fessor Andrews) in the evening ; moderate and sensible. 
Sotne interesting things in the Archsiological cases. Thurs- 
day evening at the conversaziones in the Royal Exchange 
aod the Philosophical afterwards. Professor Hedges dined 
with us on Thursday, and Dr. Laing on Friday. At 
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Professor Tail's lecture on " Force," Sir James 1 

Campbell died on the loth at Stracathro. 

October 2. — Just in time for the presentation, in the City 
Hall, of the freedom of the city to Richard A. Cross, 
Home Secretary. Then went to Great Dovehill to see 
about the Sun Dial, 1708. How gratified 1 am to see 
such a noble building in that part of the city, and on that 
spot. Had a deputation of pupils of Buchanan Institution 
of 1861-63, inviting me to preside at their annual soiree 
on 1st December. How anxiously would I avoid these 
things; but I must encourage them. At the conversazione 
in the Garden Palace on 1 2th September. Professor 
Macnab and Mr. and Mrs. Russell dined with us. On 
the morning of that day heard an unpleasant discussion 
on Spiritualism in Section D (Biolt^y). 

October 18. — Very wet weather. Thankful that the 
Prince of Wales' visit is over, and that tlie city has sus- 
tained its credit in a loyal welcome. Loyalty needs to 
be expressed now and again to cherish it . . . The 
tie between master and servant very slight A small 
increase of wages will entice one away. 

October 20. — Went to Edinburgh, and, after passing 
through the garden around Scott's monument, visited the 
exhibition of Sir Henry Raebum's works in the National 
Galleries. Most interesting. Then met Mr. Middleton and 
Mr. Kennedy at 2.30 at the station, and accompanied 
them to the office of the Board of Education, and met 
Sir John D. Wauchope and Dr. Taylor on business^ Com- 
pared with Gla^ow how quiet and beautiful as a dty. 
Affected to-day with the sad news of Sheriff Dickson's 
death. I saw him t>eside the Prince on the platform on 
Tuesday. How fleeting is life! Came home with Middle- 
ton and Mr. John Knox, of the Parochial Board, etc 
Very pleasant talk about total abstinence and the licensing 
system. The people cannot be forced. The desire to be 
social lies at the bottom of a good deal of drinking. The 
man who went to Moir's Tea Shop would not give a ""free 
claver over a glass " for all the tea in his shop. 1 
to Raebum's pictures ere the impression passes off A ft 
lines — bold, rough — and a likeness is produced most lifo 
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like. The attitude of some pictures graceful in the extreme. 
A very sad and subdued feeling came over me after visit- 
ing the exhibition. They have passed away, and live only 
for their children in these pictures. 

October 28. — Went to St Enoch Station this afternoon 
to bid good-bye to Alexander Connal on his way to Nice. 
Roger Hennedy gone ; poor fellow ! How unhappy he 
was sometimes. I hope that it has been othenvise latterly. 
He took a fancy to me and introduced my name in the 
preface of his Clydesdale Flora. Witnessed on Saturday, 
the 1 8th, the launch of the "Northampton" (war vessel); 
magnificently and smoothly gliding into the water opposite 
Yorkhill. 1 feel weary sometimes ; I want the elasticity 
of former years. 

December 23. — Went to the Lord Advocate's on Tuesday, 
the 19th. as to some provision in future legislation for 
destitute and neglected children. The meeting considered 
a pleasant one, and so far satisfactory. At Sir James 
Watson's at an official dinner, as Dean of Guild, on Wed- 
nesday, 20th. 



1877. 

January \. — ! got a kind note from Lord Craighill, 
inviting me to the levh of the Judges on Circuit on Tues- 
day, 26th ulL He introduced me to Lord Young, I went 
to the court and witnessed the opening proceedings. 1 
dined in the evening at Maclean's Hotel, and sat next 
Adam Paterson. 1 met a deputation of the Industrial 
School on Wednesday in the Board room, and on Thursday 
eT.-cning I presided at the meeting of evening classes in 
the City Hall. Upon the whole I was not satisfied with 
the result ; it was too uproarious. 

January 20. — ^I have been pained all day in recollecting 

that I had acted impatiently last night with . Went 

to the Citj' Hall to hear Captain Marltham lecture on the 
recent .Arctic expedition — Sir William Thomson in the 
chair. The flag which he planted in the highest altitude 
e\*er attained by a ship was hung from a rod on the plat- 
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form. It was interesting to see him as having 
through such a perilous expedition. 

January 25. — Unveiling of Bums' statue in George 
Square. Read two columns of a note on his writings and 
the principal events of his life in the Herald. Very sad ; 
so sad, that when the procession blocked the streets and 
I couid not pass, I could scarcely look at it Surely thC' 
whole thing is overdone. Bums gave graphic and beautift 
expression to what thousands feel ; but as for the mi 
himself, he appears to have wasted life. It was not that 
he had nobler thoughts than many men who have shown 
heroism, courage, patient endurance, intensely pure affection, 
but who never gave expression to them ; yet I cannot but 
feel the power of his genius. 

February 10. — Went to Edinburgh — Dr. Duff and J. A. 
Campbell in the train with us. Talked with Dr. Duff 
about the Mohammedan College just started in India. 
Their exclusiveness is giving way. On Monday, 29th 
January, at the conversazione in the Athenarum. A bad 
night. Went there to show face ; reluctant to add to my 
engagements. The School Board occupies a good deal 
of time, but it is hopeful kind of work. I am more thait] 
ever reluctant to accept invitations to platforms, etc. 

February 25. — I think it was on the 13th that I 
to Edinburgh to visit the classes of Mr. Schneider at Mora] 
House, and at the High School. It was very interestii 
to visit these places of education. Afterwards went 
the Scottish Board of Education to prepare the way for 
a grant of ;Cioo,ooo. I feel more than ever that I am 
getting up in years, and that it is more than ever incumbent 
on me to work while it is day. My paths of usefulness 
are now pretty well mapped out. 

March 3 1. — Distribution of prizes. ... It was inter- 
esttng to see so many intelligent young persons — the hope 
of the city. 

April 26. — Dined, at Lord Craighill's invitation, with 
Lord Adam on Tuesday, 24th ; Sheriff Eraser, Sheriff 
Clark, and Principal Caird there. The removal of the 
Academy. Elmbank Street, westwards, and the High School 
to the Academy premises, the subject of discussion in 
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newspapers and University Court. We may yet find diffi- 
culties cropping up. There was an indication of the School 
of Art and Design looking out for premises in the East-End. 
1 indicated the Buchanan Institution. It has been a long 
cherished dream of mine to have a branch in the East-End. 

May ig. — At Fcmiegair on Thursday evening, loth inst, 
to visit the Kidstons. A beautiful sunset scene from his 
billiard-room window. Invited to dine at a State dinner 
on Thursday, 24th May (Queen's birthday), by invitation 
of the Provost. On 5th May, Mrs. Connal, W. L, M'Farlan, 
Keddie, etc, etc., at dinner. The story of Ure of Shxr- 
garton came up. 

/une 28. — To-day I presided at the distribution of prizes 
at the High School. There was a " lining" of friends round 
the front gallery. It was very interesting to be brought 
so closely into contact with young and ardent minds. 
What a wholesome, elevating thing is this widespread 
interest in education. 

/ufy 12. — Hunted up yesterday the old stone that was 
embedded in the wall of the Principal's Court, old College. 
I have an impression that someone said, who had some 
knowledge of the locality, that in all probability it belonged 
to the old Blackfriars monastery, which once gave shelter 
to the University. 

Augusl I. — Struck with the beauty of the Luss hills — 
bright green, with a crown of purple as the morning sun 
lighted them up. Sent out to-day to the country, three 
stones from Blackfriars churchyard, and one stone from 
the Principal's Court, These may serve to stir up a train 
of reflection now and again. 

August 1 3. — ! see the death of Charles B. Findlay, 
Boturich ; very sad. 

August 24. — Visited Dunblane Cathedral and Archbishop 
Leighton's library. Put my hands on a volume, verj* old 
— Origin on Cehus — in all probability handled by Leighton. 
Kippenross trees very stately. . . The little 

bums at Parkhall foaming and rushing from the heavy 
rains. 

September 10. — I think that I have a great taste for 
tracing out old places and family histories and weaving 
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them into an address, and giving life and interest to what j 
would otherwise be dry. 

September 2 1 . — The moon very bright, and Mars a very 1 
beautiful object in the firmament. Fine weather after a 
veiy rainy season. Had the opportunity of witnessing 
the opening of the Queen's Dock ; a magnificent sight. 
The monster bridge, Soo tons in weight, swung sweetly 
round, admitting a large Atlantic steamer. On Thursday 
at the presentation of the freedom of the city to General 
Grant, and afterwards at the banquet. When speaking 
of old John Mitchell, now in his 90th year, the Provost 
was so kind as to introduce me to him [General Grant]. 

October 3. — Elected an extraordinary director of the 
Athensum. Poor Cunningham Monteith dead. 

October 16.— Presided at Dr. Logan Aikman's lecture 
on Monday evening, the 8th, on " Dr. Samuel Johnson." 
Said a few words, which apparently interested the audience j 
on his appearance and visit to Glasgow. 1773. 

October 25. — Emily,' after a protracted illness, died at | 
Solsgirth on Monday, 22nd inst. 

October 3 t, — Invited to be at the opening of the Mitchell 
Library to-morrow. 

December 3. — W. Connal's daughter married quite privately I 
to Mr. VVarrand. 



1878. 

January i. — I was present at the unveiling of Thomas | 
Campbell's statue on the 28th December. The dinner was 1 
postponed. 

January 1 1 . — The marriage of A. Orr Swing's daughter \ 
Edith, to Major Hazelrigg, celebrated at BalHkinnin on 
Wednesday, the 9th ; a most glorious winter day. The 
distant peaks covered with snow. I was told that the 
hazel was the cognizance of the family ; the bridesmaids 
were decorated with it, their dress being that of young I 
ladies in the time of the Puritans, . . . Received j-estcr- 
day from Mr. A. Pctrie the picture of Finnieston House. I 
I am trying to get information about it. On Thursday \ 
evening, Uie 3rd in.ttant, at the supp«r to the poor. It f 
' Wtfe of William Connal of Solsgirili. 
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was an interesting sight. The death of Robert Horn, 
Dean of the Faculty of Advocates, reminds me of old days. 

January 26. — Miss Ella Orr Ewing so ill on the 33nd 
that there was no hope, . . . Shook hands to-day with 
James Stewart of Garvocks as the member for Greenock. 
A most severe struggle ; the Liberal party divided ; and Sir 
James Fei^son a man of great address and experience. 
Went out on Monday morning and looked at General 
Wolfe's house in Camlachie. How powerful association isl 

February 14. — On Saturday morning last (the 9th) went 
out to Parkhall to attend the funeral of Miss Ella Orr 
Ewing. How very sad to be met in the magnificent cor- 
ridor that was filled with a gay company on 9th January 
— just one month before— by A. Orr Ewing in deep dis- 
tress. The service unusual : a hymn sung (66th para- 
phrase), and then all knelt (Dr. Charteris and Mr. 
M'Naughton), The interment was within the walls of the 
picturesque ruins of the old church. . . Rev. Dr. 

Dickson of the College called yesterday afternoon suggest- 
ing Sir Joseph T. Hooker as Chancellor of the University, 
and wanting me to sign a memorial to keep the office out 
of the region of politics. I declined ; not that 1 did not 
sympathize, but I felt an incongruity in doing so — as if I 
were so influential in matters of that kind, I told him 
that I wished to keep to my own sphere. ... Sir 
J. E. Alexander flourishing in the Illustrated London News 
as one of the chief parties to the rescue of Cleopatra's 
Needle from neglect. The war crisis saddening everyone. 
The institution of the Scotch hierarchy — the last act of the 
Pope — full of significance as to the growing pretensions of 
the Church of Rome. 

March 2. — I was rather reluctantly put in the chair on 
Tuesday night at Professor Grant's lecture at the Athenaeum. 
Delivered with clearness and freedom. He told us there 
were now i S4 asteroids. 

March 1 1. — Went to the soiree of the natives of Lewis 

on 8th- H. M. Matheson ' presided, and said some good 

things about the necessity of the people coming in greater 

numbers to the mainland. The extraordinary attachment 

' Hugh Mackay Matbeson of Little Scatwell, Ross-shire. 
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to the land referred to. I was struck by the well-dressed 
appearance of the company, nearly all Lewis people. The 
singing of Gaelic songs striking, particularly where, at 
various points, the company broke into a laugh or showed 
excitement, of the cause of which I was wholly ignorant 1 
think it will do good thus to meet regularly. On Satur- 
day, struck with finding my grandfather's name in the 
newspaper review of Tfu House of ChrislU, by Charles 
Rogers, LL.D. 

April 27. — I was very much relieved last night after 
opening Milton School. 1 was in some measure prepared 
to say something as to the estate of Milton and the family 
of Stirling-Crawford. Everything passed off well. A 
splendid school. 

May 4. — Offered yesterday to give the statue of Homer 
to the School Board for the High School. 

May 25. — Received a letter to-night from a stranger, 
referring to a speech in the City Hall when Dr. Logan 
Aikman lectured on Dr. Samuel Johnson, wanting to know 
where the old Saracen Inn stands. 

June 28. — Received a letter from Mrs. C , wanting 

copy of my High School speech for the sake of her two 
boys. It must have interested her. 

July 5 . — Dr. John Buchanan dead and buried. An 
interesting man, with whom it was always pleasant to 
interchange thoughts, and whose local antiquarian resources 
were almost inexhaustible. 

July 10. — The political news as to Cyprus very inter- 
esting. There appears to be by that stroke of poficy a 
new aspect given to the whole Eastern Question- 

July 17. — I have returned from the Loan Exhibition. 
I think it is my second and last visit ; 1 feel so fatigued 
when 1 get home. A dull summer night. Felt interested 
in the pictures of the " Bariey Har\'est " and the " Harvxst 
Home" by John Linnell, sen., etc., etc. 

July 30. — The Edinburgh Mercury of i!th September, 
181 1, put into iny hands j-esterday with the notice of the 
election of my grandfather [Michael ConnalJ to the Pro- 
vostship of Stirling. 

August 1 2. — 1 sat down in my mother's room and 
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thought on my own leaving the world, that dear one away 
to the eternal world. 

August 26. — Came in from the country to-day. At 
7.30 on the brow of the hill where the plantation was. 
The whole field purple with heather in fuU bloom, the mist 
rising off the Lennox Hills, but quite enveloping the moun- 
tains to the north. ... On Friday heard Lord Rose- 
bery pay some compliments to Glasgow in presenting 
cheque at the Loan Exhibition, and at eight o'clock 
presided at the opening of the Gamethill School, I believe 
I made the meeting interested in the associations of the 
spot. . Had some interesting intercourse with Pro- 

fessor Grant and old Robert Hart (now in his ninetieth 
year) on the observatory on Garnethill, . . . Sir James 
Alexander wrote me about the Back Walk of Stir- 
ling, . . . 

September 4, — At the School Board every day this week. 
On Monday I was at Anderston School from 10.30 to 
1.30 with defaulting parents. Some very distressing cases. 
Went to the opening ceremony of the High School. I 
was happy in getting through this with comfort. The 
meeting is considered a success. The Lord Provost and 
four of the Magistrates came in their robes with the hal- 
berdiers. A fair representation of the community, 

September 18. — I went to-night to the Queen's Rooms 
to hear Miss Faithful! lecture on " Extravagance." The 
Lord Provost presided, and I was unexpectedly called upon 
to propose a vote of thanks to her. I referred to the past 
relations with her father, etc' 

October 4. — [City of Glasgow Bank]. . There 

has been an unscrupulous use of facilities too lavishly 
bestowed on some men of enterprise. What a calamity I 
Many friends involved whose resources must be abridged, 
if they are not ruined. 

October 8. — The meeting about the disposal of ground 
to Hutchesons' Hospital by the Buchanan Institution held 
to-day. Should it issue as 1 expect, how strange that my 
day-dreams will be realized in the erection of an important 

s very kind lo Sir Michael when 
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educational institution on the spot that I had chalked oil 
for it ten years ago. 

October t8.— I left Parkhall on Monday morning Ua 
(14th) with a rather heavy heart The country was xtij 
beautiful in the decay of the foliage of the trees, but I 
have duties here, 

October 22. — I have come home to-night contrasting 
my own personal comfort with those who are now in ikt 
hands of the law, friends and acquaintances lying under 
the charge of fraud in the police office. Saturday morning 
last made me dumb with amazement ; jC6,ooo,ooo lost 
Oh ! what a wreck of character, and what a stain on tlie 
city. The Free Church and Sabbath School 

teaching is sneered at because some of the managers of 
the City Bank stood prominent in these matters, . . . 

I met Dr. S , and told him ray mind as to ministen 

and church courts being cautious, or the lesson would be 
lost. ... 1 learned that the managers and some of 
the directors were in the police office. What a shock to 
one. Monday's newspapers disclosed the painful details. 
What infatuation, what facility, and now what widespiead 
ruin. 

November 7. — At the meeting of the Executive Com- 
mittee of the Relief Fund yesterday in the Board Rmno 
of the Merchants' House. ... On Friday night, isl 
November, left with Mr. Kennedy for London. , . , 

After reaching Westminster Palace Hotel found Dr. L 

A waiting for us at breakfast. Before going to Sir 

Francis R. Sandford, wandered down to the Needle on the 
Embankment. I regarded it with interest, but without any 
sense of reverence, and yet that may grow as I realize its 
antiquity. Interview with Sandford and Craik,' pleasant 
and satisfactory. , Went to the Aquarium ; saw 

the seals, etc. The acrobatic performances sensational. I 
did not care to look at them. Then wandered for five 
or ten minutes into Westminster Abbey ; the transept 
crowded with monuments ; the service just finishing. 
Impressed with the grandeur of the Abbey. Went to 

' Henry Craik, C.B., M.A. Oxon., LL.D., Secretary, Scottish Educatioa 
Department. 
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Hyde Park to see Albert Memorial ; magnificent. The 
gloss taken off London for me. On Sabbath morning 
wandered over Westminster Bridge to Stamford Street 
Remembered the stifling heat in my lodgings forty-three 
years ago and more. Came over Blackfriars Bridge and 
went to SL Paul's. As Mr. Kennedy and I said, there 
could be little more cultivated there than a devout spirit, 
for the place was too large to hear distinctly. The 
singing fine, but on the whole I felt it was foreign to 
spiritual worship. The altar decorated with flowers and 
cross, and the existence of a side chapel perplexing and 
almost Roman Catholic. . . Saw a Roman Catholic 

woman, with a thick cable round her neck, preaching against 
Martin Luther, under the arches of the railway. I came 
down from London on Tuesday morning, the 5th November. 

November 16. — Charles Randolph has gifted ;£6o,000 
to the University ; a noble but eccentric gift. ... I 
have refused for the second time, after the interval of a 
year, to give the Bailie a photograph. I wrote the editor 
that I shrank from public notice. 

November 23.— The revelations of the examination of 
W. Scott of J, Innes Wright & Co. most distressing and 
unaccountable. The minds of men otherwise honourable 
must have been lulled to sleep as to their responsibilities. 

Dfitmber 5. — At School Board work from ten till three 
or four. At St. Rollox School, and visited the mother of 
a boy in Middleton Place who had been breaking windows. 

December 2 1,- — ^Sent Mrs. Buchanan, Dunkyan, to-day 
three Christmas cards, with thanks for so promptly sending 
my keys which had been left at her house on Thursday 

last. . Mr. H on Sabbath afternoon last 

delivered an address about total abstinence as intemperate 
as could well be conceived. . . Mr. Campbell, Clerk 

of Supply, wrote me that I had been added to the roll of 
commissioners for tlie county of Stirling. On 

Friday, 14th, induced John Guthrie Smith to accept 
chairmanship of Stirlingshire Society. 
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January \. — O Lord, keep me that 1 may not be left 
to dishonour Thee in my profession, nor make religion to 
be scoffed at 1 

January 4. — Heard to-day from Lady M'CIure of the 
death of the sister of Sir Thomas M'CIure. 

January 17. — I attended the dinner of the Stirlingshire 
Society on Monday, 13th, under the chairmanship of Mr. 
J. Guthrie Smith ; a most successful meeting ; the Chair- 
man's speech most interesting. 

February X. — I have been sad all day. The verdict of 
the jury waited for by a crowd in the Royal Exchange 
last night at six. To-day the sentence is announced. 
On Monday, 27th January, went into Edinburgh with 
P. Clouston ; not called. Saw the court through a window; 
asked to speak for J. Innes Wright. On Tuesday morn- 
ing. 28lh January, again in the Parliament House. Spoke 
to James Morton, who had come down from London. 
Arranged with Counsel (J- Guthrie Smith) to witness for 
John Innes Wright. . . . Followed P. Playfair into 
the witness box. Lord Craighill administered the oath to 
mc. I saw nobody in the court but the advocate who 
examined me. A great variety of opinion as to the 
sentence. By many considered too lenient I am satis- 
fied that it is not harsher. It might have prolonged bad 
feeling had the five been acquitted. 

March 1. — I feel indications of failure of strength, and 
less elasticity of body and mind. 

March 8. — There are great red and yellow bills out 
to-<lay with our tender of service to the community as 
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School Board members. I got Sir James Watson and Dr. 
Patrick to nominate me. Had some talk with 

Sir J. E. Alexander about the Zulus. He showed me a 
sketch how the troops could have entrenched themselves 
behind their waggons. 

March 15. — The Herald and News very fair in their 
criticism ; the N.B. Daily Mail is unjust and ungenerous 
towards the Board. ... I wish to see the Education 
Bills of 1872 and 1878 a success. O Lord, keep me 
bumble and true to what is right I 

March 29. — My name has been prominently before the 
public in the illustrated periodical the Bailie. Mr. Buchanan 
Hamilton of Leny is to meet me next week about the 
Buchanan Society bursaries. I am getting photographs of 
the members of the late School Board not hitherto taken. 
Sir James Lumsden's funeral was on Thursday, 
April 1 2. — The committee meetings of the several de- 
partments of the School Board passed off so far well ; so 
much so, that I was not prepared for a most unpleasant 
meeting on Thursday last when the four ratepayers' candi- 
dates, leagued with the Roman Catholics and Mr. Martin, 
outvoted us and carried their point, arresting further pay- 
ments to teachers and reviewing the whole e>cpenditnre. 
This cannot be overtaken per solium ; six years' woric 
cannot be compressed into the experience and information 
gathered in ten days. These men seem determined to 
crown their successful candidature by showing the citizens 
good grounds for their rash assertions. Cuthbcrtson re- 
signed his post as Convener of the Property Committee, 
but has since been induced to retain it. I felt so heax-y 
at heart that i would willingly, but for the call of duty 
to the community, and the great cause of education in the 
country, have retired from the Board. The community 
may come to sec that the post cannot be filled eventually 
by men of liberal views as to remuneration. They must 
take more interest in the election for the future. 

April 19. — I feel more and more the pressure of the 
School Board as to the money responsibilities of it The 
present is a crisis in the education of the country, and 
the example of Glasgow will be followed by other com-J 
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munities. The narrow question of saving the rates may 
lead to arresting the expansion of ideas as to remuneration 
of teachers and as to accommodation, which has been 
shown in working out the act hitherto. 

April 26. — Old Robert Hart died (I think on Monday 
last, 2 1st) in his gtst year. I hope some suitable notice 
will be taken of him as the last link of Glasgow who 
knew James Watt, 

May 3. — The deputation to the School Board on Thurs- 
day, headed by Professor Veitch, as to the spending of 
some of the Haldane Academy money in connection with 
the schools, is the realization of ideas I entertained long ago. 

May 10. — Poor little Gracie, the old pony, probably 
forty years old, my mother's favourite, was found dead 
by John Colquhoun in the stable on Tuesday morning, 
29th April. She had taken her mash pretty well the 
night before. . . . Went to the Archieological Society 
meeting held in the University. . , William Ramsay's 

son referred to the first chemical society of Glasgow ; I 
had the minute book in my hand, date 1801. I was 
struck by the majestic situation of the college and the 
pile of buildings as relieved against the western sky. . . . 
The death of Dr. Charles Murchison, on 23rd April, 
noticed in the Illustrated Londvn News of 3rd May ; bom, 
July, 1830. Can this be the young lad of promise in 
Balfour's class whom I knew about 1846, appointed three 
weeks ago to be physician to the Duke and Duchess of 
Connaught ? His previous career a great success. Balfour's 
son, Isaac Bayley. appointed Professor of Botany, Glasgow. 

May 17, — I looked for^vard to the week that has now 
passed with much solicitude. I have been carried through 
it. There is more anxiety before me. I have to face 
the crisis of increased taxation of the School Board. 
On Friday, 16th, the " Spout " meeting passed off well — Dr. 
Marcus Dods in the chair, . Several people are 

always drawing me out as to the School Board; Mr. R 

to^ay expressed surprise that 1 subjected myself to the 
bother of it, and the contentions arising from the new 
Eneoibers. I said life was short, and we must put the 
Hoard on the rails. 
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May 24. — . . . Received an invitation through 
Russell, Chaplain to His Grace, to dine at Holyrood 
Palace on any one of three days of next week. . . , 
J, N. Cuthbertson is a candidate for the Kilmarnock 
Burghs. It takes me quite by surprise. Very anxious 
work at the School Board both on Monday as to salaries 
of teachers and on Wednesday as to finance. There has 
been far too much crowded into three months since the 
new Board began its labours. The strain upon my own 
mind has been very great. . . What a blessed change 

of weather! the grass will surely come on fast now. 

May 28. — At the meeting of the Mechanics' Institute, 
Bath Street, last night ; 1 said a few words as to " Harley'a 
Byres " and Dr. GarnetL He suggested Dr. Birkbeck as 
his successor in the Andersonian about 1801 or so. 
Walked home with Professor James Thomson and his 
son. who had just taken his degree at the University. 

May 29. — 1 feel a sense of relief, but 1 am conscious 
of great fatigue as the result of the finance meeting of 
the School Board to-day. I had no support from the 
professed friends of liberal management I showed them 
that a rate of 5d. was necessary, and they agreed to it 
I expect that they will fire off this rocket at the public 
meeting on 9th June. 

May 31.— I met Mr. Weir (of William Baird & Ca) 
some days ago, and he told me that he had seen Mr 
Whiteiaw on Thursday, the 22nd May, and his talk was 
about the School Board, and he expressed the hope that 
! would continue in it 

June 5. — Mr. James Robertson, U.P. minister of New- 
ington, has passed away. He died as he lived — gentle and 
pathetic. His career at Tillicoultry gave promise of what 
he eventually proved to be. 

June 17. — The grain field is very beautiful. Watched, 
the sun set on Sabbath evening last. [ thought of 
dying in Christ, making a good finish. I read m: 
passages in Dr. Buchanan's life ; I rccei^-ed strength to 
on in the path of duty from them. Next week is full 
ngagemcnts. I do not see very well how I am to 
xtugb them all. 
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I began this memorandum book with notes about my 
dear mother's death. Here, after nearly four years, I 
am ative, and still able to Bl) a place in this world's busi- 
ness. Oh, how brittle the thread of life ! Oh, how much 
need of always living above the world, while living in it ! 

June 26. — Went to the Kelvinside Academy to see the 
prizes distributed by Sheriff Clark. The boys were com- 
paratively few, but all of the better classes. I was asked 
to say a few words, and referred to the contrast presented 
in physique and bearing to what I had seen within the 
last twenty-four hours ; but warned them to remember 
that the maps, drawings, penmanship I had seen yesterday, 
while by a class socially below them, were in every way 
creditable to the young persons ; and that they must 
remember that with their advantages they were expected 
to occupy the front rank. ... I went out by the 
4.40 train to Parkhall to prepare for the visit of the 
Buchanan Institution on Tuesday, the 24th. ... As 
the children arrived at the wicket leading to the high 
woofi, there was a flash of lightning, and a thunderstorm 
began. It travelled by Loch Lomond on to the north 
and N,E, It alarmed us, and there was a retreat to the 
byres and yard of Redyett. The rest of the day was on 
the whole pleasantly spent by the boys in football, swim- 
ming in the Endrick, etc., till they left at a little after 
six o'clock. The picea nobilis~z beautiful pine — was 
planted by Bailie Miller, above the spot where old Gracie 
the ponj* was buned, and where the splendid beech died 
down, . . . 

I am becoming alive to the work set on foot by the 
first School Board. We see the result in thriving schools, 
Glasgow has taken a leap by ten years in education under 
the Act of 1872 in school buildings, in systematic super- 
vision, in attendance. 

June 30. — With much solicitude met the committee 
to-day on the emoluments of teachers. It will be a difficult 
matter to harmonize contending opinions. O Lord, give 
me wisdom 1 ... I am sometimes taken by surprise 
by people speaking of me as in my old age. 
How fast time files ! Nineteen years since the Buchanan 
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Institution was last at Parkhall. The death of the Prince 
Imperial in Zululand, which is so sad, has brought to my 
mind Napoleon's reception of my father in St Helena, 
probably in 18 18. The particulars are lost now. What 
an influence that family has had on the destinies of 
France ! 

July 10. — I cannot express very well how depressed I 
feel in coming into town from Parkhall. It must arise 
from the complete change ; the want of occupation to 
my mind is the great difficulty in the country. No sooner 
am I in town than a great many things, from which I other- 
wise would shrink, occupy me. I feel that I am helping 
things on, though it is more rest in the country. . • . 

Whitelaw was buried upon Saturday, the 5 th. How 
short, but how useful his career has been. ... I 
hope that I may not have any personal ends to serve in 
my relation to the School Board. The consolidation of 
the system is a most important matter for the com- 
munity, and well worth all patience and trial of temper 
and labour. 

July 30. — Attended Mr. Bell's funeral to-day. I suppose 
I was invited officially from his being the English master 
of the High School. . The grave of Christian 

was in a garden surrounded by the flowers of hope. 
. . . . I felt a repugnance in going to the School Board 
to-day. There is so much difference of opinion about 
things of no great moment . . . 

August 4. — [At Kinross.] How beautiful the whole 
country ! Castle Campbell looking down from its gloomy 
recess on the hills. More and more impressed with the 
vanity of everything here to satisfy the soul. I have 
thought of Psalm Ixxxiv. 6, making a well in the Valley 
of Baca, serving God cheerfully in the way of duty. 
. . . At Kinross Churchyard saw the obelisk to the 
memory of the three Misses Stedman, who perished in 
Loch Leven. 

August II. — Went to the meeting in Balfron on the 
occasion of opening the reading-room and library in 
connection with the coflTee-room — A. Orr Ewing, M.P., in 
the chair. I took the opportunity to show the snuff-box 
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presented to my father fifty-one years ago, and 1 

the hope that the generation now cropping up would not 

belie the character of that which has passed away. . . . 

This is my birthday ; I have entered on my sixty-third 

year. 

Stptember 10. — Monday last, 8th inst, quite a field day 
at the School Board. I prayed for grace to do what was 
right. [ was engaged from 1 1 to nearly 4.30. The new 
men are too overbearing. 

September 19. — Went to Parkhall on Saturday morning, 
the 1 3th, and stobbed off the ground for the stables, etc., 
with William Simson, the mason. 

September 22. — Came into town sad at heart about School 
Board business. The work most uncongenial to me now, 
yet I may do good by hanging on. 

September 2 $. — Went into Edinburgh to-day to Mrs. 
MacFarlan's funeral. 

October 9. — At the Deacon Convener's dinner last night 
in the Trades' Hall, An old blue flag over the chair 
was carried by the Hammermen at the Battle of Langside, 
I 568. I sat beside James B. Mirrlees, and not far from 
Charles Tennant of the Glen. M.P. — all three educated 
at Tillicoultry, all three under Dr. Eadie as tutor. 1 took 
notice of this. I heard Rev. C. H. Spurgeon in St. 
Andrew's Hall at 3.30 ; a crowd of four thousand people. 
His text on Numbers xiv. 1 1. His voice filled the hall; 
it sounded sometimes like a bell. The treatment of his 
subject was plain but forcible ; I do not wonder at his 
popularity. His whole bearing easy and natural, yet 
earnest I was at the Buchanan Institution on Tuesday 

night. ... I do not care for Mr. ; he is 

pawky, yet troublesome, 

October 10. — Went to the opening meeting of the 
Christian Institute in Bothwell Street— Lord Shaftesbury 
in the chair. ... In talking with Canon Macdonald of 
Lincoln, heard his opinion of the Bishop of Manchester as 
to stage plays. 

October 13. — I was very reluctant to leave the country 
to-day ; I had a feeling of deep solicitude as to the issue 
of the proceedings of the School Board. Yesterday was 
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a most beautiful day. The trees were gorgeous in their 
autumnal dress. The hills were clear, and the light some- 
times thrown on the distant hills was exquisitely beautiful. 
Walked up to the high wood, then down by the Endrick. 
Brought in little Princie to town. 

October 19. — I went to-day to the High Churchyard to 
stand for a little beside the graves of those dear ones. I 
tried to recall their love and kindness, I thought of being 
forgotten by-and-by. 

October 25. — On Wednesday at Mr. John Campbell's 
marriage to Miss Minnie Robertson. . . . The School 
Board in every one's mouth. ... I pray that I may 
have strength to do what is right ... I cannot live 
always, and I am beginning to feel as if I would not wish 
to do so. I wish to follow out some things before I leave 
the world, if the Lord will. 

November i. — Visited with Mr. Johnston the site of the 
old church at Lecropt, built 1 300. The country exquisitely 
beautiful. The foliage of the trees all hues, from pale to 
dark green, yellow, orange, brown, red. 

November 15. — Gave the stones out of the quarry for 
the foundation of the new hall at Balfron. 

November 29. — At the meeting of the Stirlingshire 
Society yesterday, and suggested Sir J. E. Alexander as 
chairman for 1880. ... I was very much affected by 
seeing our old house in Abbotsford Place. I thought of 
my dear mother and of Fanny's death there. 

December 6. — Invited to meet Mr. and Mrs. Gladstone 
at Sir James Watson's, but declined. Gave my ticket to 
Mr. Kennedy for the Rectorial address, and found out 
afterwards that a special seat had been reserved for me on 
the platform at the Kibble Palace. 

December 20. — I went to the meeting presided over by 
C. Tennant, M.P., at which Dr. J. Dodds advocated the 
establishment of a high-class girls' school I dined in the 
evening at 7.30 at the College, Dr. Gairdner's ; met several 
men I had not seen before. Young Dr. Balfour there and 
the Lord Provost ... I met Sir Philip Cunliffe Owen 
at the Lord Provost's at dinner on Wednesday, the 17th. 
. . . At the Corporation Galleries on Tuesday, the l6th| 
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at the conversazione inaugurating the Exhibition of Prince 
of Wales' collection. Very much fatigued, but gratified to 
see so many toitens of interest in him, and of loyalty on 
the part of the native princes. On Monday, i 5th, opened 
Abbotsford School — a splendid building. Apparently in- 
terested the people in an account of the Gorbals, of the 
Lennox family, and of the Stewarts of Spot and Blacker- 
ston. Brought into requisition Pinkerton's Iconographia 
and the parchment 1 605 with Sir George Elphinston's 
signature. . . Affected to think how soon a genera- 

tion springing up forgets those who have been prominent 
in the past, say within twenty or thirty years. How 
humbling! Dr. Gemmell, at Dr. Gairdner's, brought this 
strikingly before me, in the case of medical men, such as 
Pagan. Laurie, M'Farlan, Bums, not known by young men 
entering the profession. 



1880. 

January I. — On Monday morning saw from Glasgow 
News the news of the awful calamity of the Tay Bridge, 
I went to Stirling and thence to Gartness to Mrs. Buchanan- 
Kincaid's funeral. Travelled with John M'Farlan {Post- 
master, Calcutta), Mr. Scott Moncrieff, Sheriff Lawrie, Dr. 
Gibson, Rev. Mr. Muirhead, Captain Ford. Received by 
Colonel Stirling of Gargunnock at Dunkyan. The service 
in the church — a good attendance of country gentlemen 
and of Balfron and Killeam people. . . After the 

funeral drove to Parkhall. — Many trees blown down, — still 
such as could be spared. The storm on Sunday night 
inust have been terrific. . . Went to the conversazione 

of the Educational Institute of Scotland. A fine thing in 
all the arrangements. Went to the platform at 8.45 or 
so ; I read the paper prepared by Mr. Kennedy, and made 
use, as the starting point, of Phinister's census. Dr. Donald- 
son very good as to getting out of routine. 

January 10. — Presided at the supper to the poor in the 
City Hall on Monday, 5th inst.; about two thousand present 
— rather lumbering, but serious. 

January 24. — 1 have had a busy time since I last wrote 
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in this book. The principal thing was going to London 
to see Sir F. Sandford aliout School Board business. Left 
on the moming of Wednesday, the [4th, with Dr. L. Aikman 
and Mr. Kennedy. A beautiful route — the sun shining 
sometimes on the hills in the Midland counties — trees, 
streams, hedges, fields, cottages, mansions. What a glorious 
country, if representing the cause of truth and righteousness 
. . . Saw Sir Francis at one o'clock on Thursday, the 
15th. , . , Wearied and rather sad. . . , Left 00 
Friday night In the early moming before sunrise looked 
up to the heavens. How brilliant and numerous the stars; 
sunrise very beautiful. , , Heard Mr. Adam Jn the 

High School conduct a class in Latin and Greek. . . . 
At the Commemorative Supper Party of the Geological 
Society in the Alexandra Hotel on Friday evening. Very 
much gratified by statement of Mr. Barr as to his having 
had the idea of the society suggested to him in an 
excursion with the "Spout." probably in I8SS- 

January 26. — Went this moming to the Humane Society 
House, and rowed down the river to the island, opposite 
Commercial Street Saw the canoe embedded in the mud 
and stones. Afterwards at the meeting of defaulting 
parents in Rumford Street School. 

January 3 1. — Went with N to Professor TaJt's lectore 

on " Thunderstorms." 

February 7. — Wrote Mr. Thomas M. Barr (Geological 
Secretary) to-night, about the excursion to Kelvinside (Mr. 
Montgomerie's grounds), iSth June, 1853, as tJie Ukeiy 
one in which he accompanied the " Spout." . . . Gave 
eighty tickets for Prince of Wales' Presents Exhibition. 

February 18. — The telegram announcing Mrs. Leckie 
Ewing's death at Devongrove on the i Sth reached mc on 
Monday — the funeral is lo be at Kippcn to-morro*', and 1 
am to meet the company at Stirling. . . . Walked op 
Miller Street on Saturday afternoon, some day it trill be 
for the last time. 

February 2 5. — On Thursday moming, 1 9th, went by 
train to Stirling, then drove to Kippen. Though misty, a 
Rnc day on the whole. The funeral procession formod 
at the entrance to the picturesque old gravejnrc 
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Wilson, Parish minister, read the service at the grave. 
. . , At the Arch»Dlogical meeting on Friday, 20th, 
Though very much fatigued, and was interested in Rev. 
Scott Matheson's paper about circles on stones, cup and 
rings, etc, 

MarcJt 11. — Saw to-day West Watson's son's funeral — 
a military funeral — pass along Bath Street Killed by 
the explosion of the shells at Irvine. 

April 10. — On Monday went to Stirling to vote about 
the abolition of tolls in the county. W. Connal's son 
there as the Laird of Meiklewood. 

April 24. — On Thursday, 32nd, went to Dr. Jamieson's 
jubilee dinner. Though the proceedings were protracted 
till 1 1 o'clock, there was a great deal of interest about it 
The happy domestic common-sense life and diligent dis- 
charge of duty in his study and pulpit very noticeable. 

May 8. — The 550 volumes in the High School library 
came into my possession ye-sterday, and I gave them to 
the "Spout" last night at the Annual Meeting — the thirty- 
second anniversary of the Bible Institute. 

May 15. — I see by the American illustrated papers that 
a beautiful casket with an address has been presented to 
Dr. !*otter (Horatio), Bishop of New York; that same 
Dr. Potter, who. as Bishop-elect of Massachusetts, spent 
an evening with us in Dixon Street in 1838. I took 
him to hear Dr. Chalmers and Dr. Wardlaw. He had 
been in London immediately after the Queen's coronation. 

Jufie 9. — I left for London on Wednesday night, the 
26th May. Went to the Treasury about the loan and 
the cost of examination of the High School, and saw Lord 
Frederick Cavendish. . . . Walked out to Fleet Street 
to get Scotch papers. Heard the result of Professor 
Robertson Smith's case. ... I went out to Kew to 
call on Sir Joseph Hooker. I walked through the gardens, 
mu.<)cums, etc., and I was much pleased. It is a noble 
thing thus to collate and systematize the wonders of the 
ve^table creation, , Found my way into the city : 

a great seething ocean of human beings. On Monday, 
Mr. V'enables made a noble speech. Mr. Pope's could not 
compare with it Mr. Venables is a fine-looking man ; he 
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is understood to be the prototype of George Warrington 
in Pendennis, Lord Houghton has dedicated a book to 
him as the first Greek scholar in Europe. 

June II. — I was so wearied that I did not go into 
Westminster Abbey or the House of Commons. I deter- 
mined before I left London to satisfy myself as to Dr. 
Morrison's translation of the New Testament having been 
brought over to this country about 18 13-18 18, and by 
whom. I have always understood that a copy was entrusted 
to my father by Dr. Morrison when in China, to be pre- 
sented to the India House. Through J. E. Mathieson 
got introduction to Mr. Carruthers of the botanical depart- 
ment of the British Museum, and through him to Dr. Rost * 
of the India House Library. 

June 17. — . . . "Wee Princie" showed his happiness 
at seeing me. How kind of God to plant in such creatures 
such companionableness. 

June 25. — ... I have felt Robert Dalglish's death 
more than that of any public man for a good while : he 
died 20th June. A man of remarkable geniality of dis- 
position and a great deal of good sense. A most useful 
public man. 

June 28. — ... I am very much saddened by the 
whole aspect of the Bradlaugh case. 

July 12. — On 7th insL went with aunt to the launch 
of the Russian Imperial yacht at John Elder & Co.'s. At 
the launch aunt and I stood quite close to the Prince 
Alexis and other great folks : a wonderful sight. The 
Greek priests were striking features in the ceremony. 

July 27. — I have a note from Professor Ramsay from 
Alyth, about the views of the Glasgow Board as to en- 
dowments. He did good service with Lord Spencer when 
the deputation met with him in June. 

August 24. — . . . The country in its leafy glory 
very beautiful. The hum of insects fills the shade of the 
limes. 

September 21. — Came home from Wemyss Bay yesterday 
morning: W. B. very attractive. The sermon in the 
Episcopal chapel in the evening very evangelical and 

^Dr. Reinhold Rost 
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graphic A dreadful pelt of rain on leaving chapel. Lord 
Shaftesbury there — the guest of John Bums. I was struck 
with the restlessness of the sea ; how different from the 
repose of the country. Mr. Young of Kelly came up to 
town in the same carriage with us, and showed us a stick 
— a pepper tree, a gift from Dr. Livingstone — a piece of 
paper with the doctor's name on it. 

September 30. — On Monday morning last, 27th inst, 
at 7.30 in the high wood tracing the springs ; a most 
beautiful morning. The bright purple bloom has passed 
away from the heather, — the black-cock was making his 
peculiar cry. [ was struck with the growth of the trees 
— the trees which I had myself planted. 

Oetoiier 14. — Walked home with J. A. Campbell. Saw 
the death in the Glasgow News of John Middleton Jn his 
sixty-second year, at Kinfauns Castle, on the 1 2th October. 
1 remember when we used to gather fossils out of the 
shale in the quarry at Bumbank. 

October 19. — In the morning with Mr. Kennedy in- 
specting John Bell's pictures at North Park House — a 
most princely mansion ; the collection of a life-time. Every 
public room full of articles of vertu ; here and there curious 
articles of furniture. 

October 26. — Dr. Jamieson dead. I believe him to have 
been a true standard-bearer of the Cross, 

October 29,— Drove to St. Paul's to Dr. Jamieson 's funeral; 
the services were very solemn. The representation from the 
University, headed by the mace-bearers ; the School Board, 
preceded by six officers, attracted the attention of the 
crowd lining the street. It was altogether a very striking 
mark of public respect to a venerable and worthy citizen 
and minister of the gospel. 

November 1 5. — John Ramsay the great obstructive as 
to a liberal interpretation of the Scotch Act. 

Novcfnber 30. — I have returned from Parkhall to-day, 
having gone out to be present at the laying of the founda- 
tion stone of the new parish church. ... 1 have been 
told that I was at the laying of the foundation stone of the 
old chiU'ch in 1S26. The stone was laid by Mr. Blackburn. 
1 thought as I sat in the little parlour of all God's goodness. 
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. . I thought of my passing in childish playfulness 
under my father's limbs as he stretched them over the 
mantelpiece. 

Deutnber 20. — On Monday, the 6th, at a meeting about 
a duplicate portrait of Mr. Whitelaw in Mr. Wh5fte's office. 
On 7th, at Buchanan Institution ; on 8th, went to the 
R. C. demonstration of song by children of St Andrew's 
Schools. Dr. Munro very friendly, and the singing good. 

1881. 

January 3. — William Thompson's letter received on 
Saturday morning, thanking me for the window I have 
put in Kippington Church. . . . On 29th ult, at the 
presentation of Mr. Whitelaw's portr^t to the Corporation. 
Mr. Whyte's remarks very good. 

January 22. — I wrote Wyllie Guild to-day again about 
the missing MSS. about the old grammar school of 1460, 
having seen in the newspapers the death of the widow of 
Principal Barclay. . . . Mr. Alexander Moore, accountant, 
interested me by telling me how his success in life began 
by a suggestion of mine. . 

February 7. — Carlyle's death^thjc subject of some absurd 
remarks in extravc^ant laudation. 

March 19. — . . . The terrible news of the Emperor 
of Russia's death (Alexander II.) proclaimed on Monday 
morning. 

April 16. — On Wednesday evening at the Philosophical 
Society. How truly diverse are the pursuits and tastes of 
men. ... A most interesting charter by the Elarl of 
Mar, 1 6 1 9, to James Ure of Shii^rton deciphered for me 
by W. H. Hill. 

April 25. — Anxious about the question involved as to 
teachers' salaries, and after a good deal of preparation 
was in a position to-day, so far, to arrange matters towards 
a satisfactory settlement Then went with Mr. Cuthbert- 
son and Mr. Keyden to see ground in Fir Park Street 
Spent an hour below the Exchange, looking in the Tinns 
for W. Graham's speeches, 1 866. Got a copy of an essay 
on the birthplace of St Patrick, from the author, J. A. 
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Turner — 3 perfect stranger to me. On 2 1 st, at the 
meeting for the higher education of women ; Mr. Jebb 
spoke. In the evening went to the Archreological Society. 
Introduced the charter about Ure of Shirgarton from the 
Earl of Mar, which interested them. . . . The 
account in the Nnvs of the removal of Lord Beaconsfield's 
remains to Hughenden Manor in the dead of night very 
touching. 

May 2. — I had to stand up and enter my dissent 
against the changes proposed in Stirling's Library at a 
meeting of the directors on the aSth ulL I resigned my 
chairmanship of the library. 

June 6. — Wearied to see Parkhall during my illness. 

June 16. — ... A dull but dry day; the larks 
were singing very sweetly in the fields. Have tried to 
get young Bayley Balfour to come to Parkhall ; I owe 
his father thanks for much kindness. . . . Met the 
magistrates (three of them), and spoke about the robes at 
the distribution of prizes on the 24th inst, High School. 
Saw the Lord Provost also on Friday last. They arc 
most reluctant to put them on. There is nothing out of 
place in a due regard to ceremony on public occasions. 

Junt 9, — We were at Mr. William Wilson's marriage to 
Miss Turner, at 2 Victoria Terrace, Dowanhill. 

June 28. — I have not seen the comet yet. What a 
strange thing, this celestial visitant I 

Juiy 8. — Dr. Samuel Miller's funeral was to-day. I re- 
spected him very much. 

July 20. — I met Professor Balfour near the College 
to-day on my way to call on him. We fixed 6th August 
for a visit to Parkhall. I was struck with the magnificence 
of the buildings and the surroundings. As a student said to 
me. they will have their associations in the course of time 
like the old College in the High Street. 

August 18. — Saw Lord Craighill this morning at the 
G«or^e Hotel at breakfast for a moment. I attended 
the levee on Tuesday to meet him. I have lost all that 
desire for honours which at one time possessed me. 

August 30. — I felt most solicitous and uncomfortable 
to-day dealing with the school teachers' salaries. Some of 
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my colleagues want a generous spirit Four hours at School 
Board business. 

October 15. — Handed over to Dr. Marwick the papers 
relative to St Nicholas Hospital, lent me by Dr. ScouUer 
fifteen years ^%o from the Andersonian Museum. He wrote 
as if they might be of use in obtaining a charter to facilitate 
the collection of the revenues of the hospital. 

October 19. — Busy with School Board matters to-day. 
Yesterday afternoon, after School Board business, went 
to the Cathedral at three, where Mr. Honeyman pointed 
out and described the various features in the architecture 
illustrative of the history of the Cathedral. I felt very 
much affected by thinking of those old architects and 
masons ; of the beauty, and more or less ornate character 
of their work. On Monday night presided at the giving 
of prizes and certificates to those who had passed satisfac- 
torily in the examination instituted by the London and City 
Guilds Institute. 

November 5. — Met on Wednesday, the 2nd, with Mr. John 
M'Clure and Mark Bannatyne as to the giving of a portion 
of the school fund for a day industrial school. Opposed it 
with all my might 

November 1 2. — I arranged with as to the payment 

of ;^iooo to assist in cancelling the bond on the church 
buildings. 

November 19. — I hinted to J. N. Cuthbertson about his 
being spoken for as to a degree to Dr. Dickson of the 
Collie. 

December 6. — A painful meeting (at least to me) of 
the directors of Stirling's Library. There appears to be 
a settled purpose to destroy its individuality by those 
who have to do with the Mitchell Library, and I broke 
out upon them as the meeting was drawing to a close. 

December 24. — There is no doubt constant engage- 
ment with the business of the Board, and it is sometimes 
irksome, but I believe it lies at the bottom of a vast social 
revolution. 
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January 7. — A dreadful gale yesterday. I hope that I 
may have no bad news from the country as to the fine old 
trees. 

January 14, — At the Philosophical Society on Wednes- 
day about the gas affair. Matters are getting into shape for 
a solution. Sir W. Thomson stayed behind the rest to 
exchange friendly greetings with me. 

January 21. — ... I have been away two days 
with lumbago; I think I got it while under the Exchange 
Room, examining the Glasgow Heralds of 1831, when 
Charles Stirling' was president of the Stirlingshire Society, 
The dinner passed off very well ; there was a large turn- 
out I said something about the year 1S31 being a 
counterpart of the present. Daniel O'Connell arrested on 
the i8th January, 1S31. , . , It is a great matter 
not to overbear others, and rather to let the light dawn 
on them. ... A riot in Duke Street in the 
Reformatory took place on Wednesday night. It is very 
sad, when everything has been done to improve and interest 
them. 

January 28. — I went yesterday forenoon to fulfil an 
eng^cment to speak in connection with the Training Home 
for Nurses. I visited the Home along with J. N. Cuth- 
bertson on 25th inst, and was very much pleased. It 
supplies a real want. ... At six o'clock went to 
the centenary dinner of the Glasgow Herald in the St. 
Andrew's Halls. A great crowd of people ; representative. 

' Colonel John Stirling of Gargunnock, son of Charles Stirling, of 
Stilling, Gordon & Co., was president, i3S3. 
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The vestibule was crowded. Sat down at 6.30; dim 
protracted till ten. Sat beside Dr. Paton, Rector of k] 
High School, and Mr. Alex. Allan. . . . I amoos! 
anxious to keep out of the eye of the public norir! 
some time. I am rather inclined to think it is mydsjl 
to go forward again to the School Board. Archbii]|| 
Eyre appears to be anxious to take a lead in pulffl 
matters; he rose up to shake hands when I entered tt 
room. 

February 11. — . . . Sometimes at the cost d 
feeling and the interruption of courtesy I give expressia 
to what I think if my aim be a gCK)d one. The reai' 
is better in the long run ; again, I should not be hasu 
in word or deed. On Thursday night at Sir Wfliac 
Thomson's, the College, to frame a report for the Comcl 
for Wednesday, 15th. . . . Sir William full of intoe: 
about the first lighting up of his house, from top to bottxi 
with the electric light. 

February 25. — I bought, through Mr. Keith, at r 
auction of books, an interesting volume, in which Patrid 
Connal's name occurs, in opposition to the settlement « 
Mr. Robert Campbell at Stirling, 1764. P. C.. my grea^- 
^grandfather ; Rev. R. C, great-grandfather of John Car.> 
bell, my partner. Went in the evening to hear the lecture 
by Principal Dallinger on the lower forms of animal ".:: 
I am very happy to see some daylight into tr. 
stern and harmful officialism of Poor I.aw relief Sp ^' 
to Dr. Dickson about Mr. Kennedy g^etting a dc^^r.^ 
Affected with a sense of the vanitv of ever- 
thini^ here in the dispersion of the treasures of Hamiit--' 
Palace. 

March 4. — Madam Celeste dead within the last fc 
days. I remember at Edinburgh long ago — probably r 
1832 or 1833 — being carried away with the romance ■- 
the character she personated on the stage ; she was ih. 
wild North American Indian girl. What a fool I wa? 
but it showed the witcher}" of the performance. . . • 
Met Sir Henry and Lady Moncrieff last night at 220 5*. 

Vincent Street. N 's mother used to go with he: 

father to his grandfather's on Sabbath evenings to supper. 
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and then prayers — a patriarchal custom. Sir William 
MacKinnon came in to tea. Had some talk with him 
about the Disestablishment question, He agreed with us 
that Providence had not opened the door for such a 
change, and that the people of the Free Church could not 
be said as a body to be prepared to follow the ecclesiastical 
leaders. 

March II. — 1 was rather saddened yesterday 

by a complimentary letter in the Mail, but suggesting, as 
I was advanced in years, I should be relieved from being 
on the Board. Am I then getting old in the judgment of 
others — I who feel like a young man still ? 

March 1 8. — The sight of young people, however fatigued 
I may be, always gratifying. 

April \. — H. M. Matheson has been receiving the King 
of Spain. 

April 22. — At the Archaeological Society meeting; Wyllie 
Guild was very good on Glasgow Directories. 

May 13. — Last Sabbath morning (8th inst.) stunned 
by the news, which I learned from a stranger, of the 
murder of Lord Frederick Cavendish and Mr. Bourkc by 
assassms in Phu^nix Park, Dublin. Unhappy Ireland I 
Those agitators have much to answer for. . , . The 
funeral on Thursday at Chatsworth very affecting. Took 
notice on Monday at the public meeting of the Board of 
Cluny M'Pherson's death. 

July 3. — ... I said to on his return to 

this country, that old Richardson said it was an easy thing 
to make money, but a difficult thing to keep it. Called on 
James Mitchell, LL.D., about the Gillespies. 

July 6 {Wednesday). — N and 1 have come home 

from the wedding at Solsgirth ; Emily Connat married to 
Nathaniel Spens. The saloon carriages full of friends. 
1 was pleased to renew my acquaintance with the Ochlls 
and the villages at their foot, W. Connal's house com- 
modious and purpose-like. The country-side beautiful. It 
is a strange thing to see him a grandfather, and his family 
leaving him. 

July 7. — Saw Colin Gillespie's portrait, and refreshed 
my memory with particulars of the old mill, Woodside. 
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Then went down towards the Kelvin and inspected i: 
Came through the West End Park ; struck with the bcsici 
of the grounds and the situation. Truly the city is a 
magnificent city, and has even a finer future before L 
Seen in the gloamin', there was an impression of grandar 
— the towers, the spires, piles of buildings, trees, and river- 
all partly under shadow. 

August I. — Went to the cattle show (Highland aut 
Agricultural Society) on the Green before going to Larbci 
Very much affected by the sight of the bees at work, ani 
of the horses led round the ring. 

August 8. — . . . Mr. M'Naughton gave me a letter 
of my father's to Dr. Graham about the Parish Chind 
gateway, dated i6th February, 1827. 

August II. — This is my birthday. . . . I ha« 
completed my 65 th year. What a blurred life, yet how 
full of mercies ! . . . Had a visit from J. O. Mitchdl 

and Mr. L , Woodlands Road, on Wednesday nigtt 

about interesting features of the district. They told oc 
that the old mill was taken down within the last fcir 
days. I saw it just in time ; I now find that it was buih 
in 1784. 

September 13. — A great load off my mind by the ne^ 
as to the defeat of Arabi in Egypt. What an awful thin; 
if it had been otherwise. ... I was ver\' much 
affected on Monday morning to hear the chirping of 
chickens in the old stableyard. 

September 1 8. — I was much struck with the advertise- 
ment in the Herald as to Arngomer>'. I thoucjht over it. 
and again and again dismissed the idea. It would be a 
serious step to have anything to do with it ; still I return 
to it. I have a great deal yet to do to Parkhall. The 

affections of N and her sisters still twine around 

Arngomery. The property has some claims of a special 
kind on the family of William Leckie Ewing. It is a 
pity that these should not be conserved. I have writter. 
Mr. M'Lachlan of Auchentroi^, asking some particulars. 
I felt so undecided that I took the letter out of the post- 
rack, and, after showing it to Mr. Wilson, put it back 
again. 
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September 20. — This morning Mr. M'Lachlan sent me 
a statement about Amgomery. I felt that the time had 
come when I had to make up my mind. I lifted up my 
heart to God. ... I at once telegraphed to Mr. 
M'Lachlan offering the upset price of £^^,$oq. 
Got an interesting letter from Duncan M'Naught about the 
meaning of the names of some mountains seen from Park- 
hall. 

September 21. — Mr. M'Lachlan called about 10.30. I 
found that I must offer more, as another offer had been 
made. ... I oflTered j^soo more, and there the matter 
rests. 

September 26. — 1 am satisfied that I have done right. 
On Friday, 23nd. Mr. M'Lachlan made his appearance and 
closed with me ; others were after the place. Received 
letters to-day from Lord Craighill and Mr. L. Ewing 
congratulating me. ... I took Mr. M'Lachlan at once 
to John Hiil, who was very glad to hear of the purchase. 
The missive was written out in pencil, and Mr. M'Lachlan, 
to prevent ail mistakes, took the train at 1 1 o'clock to 
Edinburgh and came back at 3.30. All was right, and 
I then wrote out the offer which was accepted. Archibald 
Robertson came in and satisfied himself that all was right, 
and he said that William Leckie Ewing sat at Mr. Hill's 
left hand in the same chair in 1864 and signed the 
missive that bore away his relation to the properly and 
then burst into tears. ..." All Kippen," said A. 
Robertson, " was in a bleeze." When I told 

N she said it was like a romance. The day her 

father (at dinner) told her and J , probably M and 

their mother, that the place was sold, they said it would 
be a relief to him ; but every stone was dear to him, and 
when the carriage eventually drove him away, some months 
afterwards, and the last boundary of the property was 
pa.<iscd, he said that his heart was broken. 

October 12. — Invited to the Corporation luncheon on 
Saturday, in the Corporation Galleries, to meet the Duke 
and Duchess of Albany. 

October 28, — Went by 10.45 t^ai" 'o Lochwinnoch, 
The day was very beautiful and the landscape. The 



lake had a fresh, living look about it, with swans and 
wild fowl, 

December 2. — Dr. Laing, the little vivacious teacher of 
mathematics, died yesterday. 

December g. — On Thursday wrote Mr, Mundella in reply 
to his note to me hoping that he would come to Glasgow 
in the third or fourth week of January. Dr. Donald 
Fraser a superior style of man, but with more action than 
1 liked. How like the outcome of London dissenting 
circles. Striking in appearance, and obviously the pet of j 
a circle of admirers. . . Missed by half an hour ' 

seeing the transit of Venus. 

December 19. — Yesterday evening met Mr. 

W. E. Forster at dinner at Mr. Stephen's, Dean of Guild 
Said a few words to him about his speech on Saturday 
and about the ninepence a week limit Pleased with his 
devotedness and earnestness. 



January 20. — . . Entered as a member of the 

County Club, Stirling ; proposed by Mr. Blackburn of 
Killeam, and seconded by Colonel Stirling of Gai^nnock. 

January 23. — Went to Edinburgh by 11 train. , . , 
Went to the Parliament House and saw Lord Young In 
a side room. He appeared to be quite ready to comply 
with our wishes to open John Street and Dennistoun 
Schools, probably about the middle of February. 

January 26. — Very anxious about the meeting of the 
executive committee of the " City of Glasgow Shareholders 
Relief Fund" to-day at 12. . . . During the four 
years the committee have met month by month. Sir J, 
W applauded a remark of mine, now that the liquida- 
tion of the bank has been brought to a close and the J 
relief committee settling doivn to a steady course of I 
action ; it \i&s, that the lesson should afresh be put forth \ 
to the community, that, in " the first wrong step in a course I 
of policy, there should be the moral courage to retraced 
it, otherwise mischief would advance with gigantic strides."'! 

February 10. — I met Lord Young this morning at the! 
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Queen Street station and drove with him and Mr. Russell 
lo Dennistoun School, then to John Street, Bridgeton. 
Then we lunched in the lesser City Hall, and at two 
o'clock the meeting was held at the lai^e hall. Lord 
Young's address sensible. 

February 16. — A day of comparative freedom from 
engagements. Ransacked some drawers and revived old 
things, interesting as forming part of my life. Gazed with 
affectionate composure on a photograph of my mother 
and her little dog, at Parkhall. . . . The paper about 
the Parochial Registers of Cambiislang, anterior to 1688. 
by Mr. J. T. T, Brown, very interesting. Dr. Alexander 
Patterson gave me a ship's log-book, 1758, from Clyde to 
Barbadoes. On Wednesday went in the morning to the 
Loan Exhibition of Italian Art. ... I can scarcely 
appreciate the expenditure of so much wealth on decoration 
and artistic beauty when so much has to be done in 
philanthropic and educational matters. On Tuesday, 1 2th, 
at the Lews Relief Committee. . . . The whole 
question of the Hebrides a problem ; I have an impression 
that there must be something very attractive in the free 
life in the open air, no matter how poor the crofters' 
abode H, that indisposes them for the patient industry of 
our towns ; and that an ever- recurring period of distress, 
at intcn-als of a few years, may be the normal condition 
of things until education makes more progress. Emigration 
on a great scale will throw the prospect of the cultivation 
of the soil and the amelioration of the social condition of 
the people that remain further back. They must be 
trained more and more to make the best of the condition 
they are in, so that their self-support may be more confirmed, 

February 23. — Went to Lochgoilhead to attend the 
funeral of Mrs. Donald Campbell — the aspect of the coast 
very beautiful even in winter. . . . The new laird of 
Drimsynie in the steamer with us, . . . The old 
church contains an imposing monument to the Arkinglas 
family. 

March i. — At Mr. King's at dinner to meet Professor Abel, 
who lectured in the St. Andrew's Halls on " Klxplosions." 
Sir W. Thomson at the dinner, Professors Jack and 



202 DIARY [i8S}| 

Feiguson, ett Chemistry not even in its infancy. The 
French chemists more im^inative than the German — not' 
so sound. 

March lo.— Dined at Dr. Wallace's with the Philo- 
sophical Society Council, Interested In James Thomson's 
(F.G.S.) remarks about the value of oatmeal as food ; he 
has traced the proportion of bandy-legged children through- 
out various districts of Lanarkshire and Glasgow, and where 
oatmeal is an article of diet, the proportion is less than 
where loaf bread is used, 

March 17. — Drove out with N to the Observatory 

at the invitation of Mrs. Grant, but the night vety cloudy. 
Very much impressed sometimes by the vastness 
of creation, in thinking of the starry world. 

March 24. — Heard to-day on my way home that little 
Atta* had passed away at 12 o'clock. ... I went to 
the St Andrew's Hails on Thursday to hear John Bright 
on the occasion of his installation as Lord Rector of the 
University. With all the noise of the hall — the efTerv'cscence 
of the students in their animal spirits — I was much impressed 
with tlie sight. There was something sad yet grand in tlic 
sight of so many human beings — young, handsome, full of 
hope, capacity for the business of life, and yet only on the 
threshold of it, the men of the coming generation, in whose 
hands were to be placed the interests of the country, 
least in so far as they formed an important factor in tt. 
The speech of John Bright made me sad; it wanted som^ 
thing for the occasion ; it showed me that Quakerism is a 
principle defective in its views as to our relation to God 
and man; there are far more complicated elements in the 
questions touched on than he gave expression to. This 
country is in the hand of God a power for good, . . . 
There may be war to chastise the grasping and disturbing 
ambition of unscrupulous peoples, to protect the weak, Xxt 
vindicate what is right . . . Yesterday at the pre- 
scntation of the freedom of the city ; shook hands with 
Mr. H. E. Crum Ewing (Mr. Ewing, 93). .\i tJie lunch 
sat between Mr- Holms, M-P^ and Mr. Dick Peddic, In 
the Provost's room, presented to Mr. Bright, and had 
Tew minutes' conversation as to Education. It was t 
' Daughter of ArchiboUl Rabcrtson, Royal Buik. 
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hurried to fully appreciate what he said, but he looked 
at Education for the mass of the people from the English 
standpoint I was indebted to Charles Tennant, M.P., for 
the introduction. ... On Wednesday, at 12-45, ""^t 
the Technical Education Commissioner at lunch in the 
Western Club, Much interested in Mr, Swire Smith's 
remarks as to John Bright's plan of making his speeches, 

March 28. — Went to little Atta's funeral. Ballancleroch 
looked very pretty. The hymn, " How bright these 
glorious spirits shine," sung in the drawing-room by the 
company, and a hymn by the children of the clachan at 
the grave, 

April 4. — Went with Lord Shand and John Ramsay. 
M.P., to John Street School, Bridgeton, and the Buchanan 
Institution, Then went at 6 o'clock to the Banquet in the 
City Hall to the convention of Royal Bui^hs — a magni- 
ficent affair. Sat beside the Town Clerk of Elgin and Mr, 
Melville of Edinburgh ; both full of life and spirits, the 
former, though the factor for Lord Fife and other landed 
gentry, holding most revolutionary views. They may be 
sound at bottom, but they are most unpalatable to those 
having landed property. L.ord Balfour was very frank 
In the ante-room. Monday was a day of very great 
pressure . . , 

April 7. — Went to the Home Mission Association 
meeting, and said something about the Parochial system 
of relief being administered by the churches — the divorce be- 
tween the church and the poor brought about by the Poor 
Law Acts and Organization. Dr. Chalmers' plan the best. 

April 28. — Interested to-day in Professor Roberton's 
information about Dalmarnock ford and the surroundings. 
Spent more than an hour looking over the Glasgow Heralds 
of 1830 and 1821, Some interesting events especially to 
my^-!f in these two years — Dr Muir's settlement in St. 
James', Sir W. J. Hooker's appointment as professor, and 
Sir D. K. Sandford's appointment Wrote an apology to 
John Kirkpatrick. Edinburgh, as to the funeral of his sister, 
ChrLitina, on Monday. . . , Tuesday 24th, dined in 
George Hotel with the Judges at 8.30, Lords Deas and 
Adam. Sat next Rev. Mr. Dickson, the minister who 
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officiated at the Circuit Court, and the Pay-master of the 
" Warrior," who had seen service in Peru and Chili and 
other parts of tlie world. Lord Deas angry with the 
trumpeters interrupting him when proposing a toast I 
was struck with the look of the young advocates — shrewd- 
looking fellows— unmistakable self-confidence 

Matthew Cruickshank, Summerlee Works, told me to-day 
that he was with Beaumont Neilson when he caught the 
idea of the hot blast at Muirkirk Ironworks. 

May 5. — ... On Thursday, 3rd inst., waited on 
Dr. M'Vail, along with Dr, Stirton, in his consulting-rooms, 
New City Road, to induce him to withdraw the requisition 
which was the subject of discussion at the Council meeting 
of the Philosophical Society on Wednesday. It is a very 
serious responsibility to interrupt the harmony of the society, 
where professional jcalousie-s may be aroused, by the sugges- 
tion of St. Andrews being an examining University with- 
out residence being required of the students. These 
medical men have keen antipathies, and the special privileges 
of the University here are regarded with Jealous feelings 
by extra-mural teachers. I was thrust into the chair on 
Wednesday night, and I am a little afraid that I expressed 
myself too strongly. . . . Went to Mitchell Library 
to consult Keith's history (Spottiswoodc Society). Saw Mr. 
Hannan in the afternoon in his own house. Went down 
with J, N. Cuthbertson to Springfield. A good meeting at 
the opening of the school. They say a street running in 
front is to be called Connat Street. . . . On Sabbath, 
in the afternoon. Dr. Marcus Dods read a closely reasoned 
paper, but it was not fitted for a popular audience — 
" Christianity for the Million." . . . Thought over in 
the drawing-room before dinner of Dixon Street associa- 
tions forty-five years aga My dear mother and sister, my 
dear uncle William, my uncle John, my ambitions then ; 
how unsettled my views as to what I would like to be. 
How little interest in the business. How God has led me 
since- My dear mother for the last twenty years of her 
life in her old home at ParkhalL 

May 16. — . . . Got an acknowledgment to-nighti 
from the Directors of the Koyal Botanic Gardens for the, 
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of the Tree Fem at Amgomcry, " Cyathea dealbata." 
Met Dr. James A. Campbell and Dr. Cochran- 
Patrick in the Western Club, along with J. N, Cuthbertson 
and Mr. Kennedy, about Mr. Mundella's new Educational 
Bill on Friday morning. 

May 26. — Men that I have known are passing away, 
Walter Buchanan, once M.P., died on Monday at Chester, 
in the house of his son-in-law, Mr. J, George Smith, who 
was once in the counting-house, , . . James Stirhng of 
Cordale died on Saturday in the Alexandra Hotel. . . . 
I reflected that when Lord Deas bade us good-night at 
the Circuit Court dinner he said that there was serious 
and important business on the morrow. The trial of the 
two men then took place, and now they have paid the 
penalty of wrong-doing with their lives. 

June 6. — On Monday came in from the countiy. Went 
out on Friday afternoon, ist June— the trees magnificent. 
Went frora one end of the property to the other, — from 
the High Wood to the Endrick. The place that knows 
me now shall soon know me no more for ever, 

June 18. — . . . Went on Saturday to Edinburgh 
attend Mrs. Buchanan's funeral ; Bailie Thomson. Bailie 

ijckson. Dr. Roberton, and Dr. Candlish were in the 

,me carriage — Roberton full of life as to battle-fields 
and old stories of Scottish history. . , , The country 
very beautiful — the red and white hawthorn, the laburnum 
and lilac in tlieir glory. What beauty in the red fiery 
sunset, and the moon like a lamp through the trees ! 

June 25. — . . . Poor old "Major" died on 
Thursday night — faithful animal ; he was buried where 
the large beech tree was blown down in tlie avenue. 

June 28. — . . Feel wearied and fatigued some- 

times, the strain on me is continuous and the demands 
are incessant. 

July 4. — The awful calamity at Linthouse shipbuilding 
yard in everybody's mouth. I pity the Stephens very much. 
How unconscious we are of danger from long habits of 
security. How humble 1 should be, . . . Disgusted with 

the will of ; after all, he wanted true love of science 

— he was an earthworm. 
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/mly 23, — Ceme into town to-day, — Mr. Graham Stu^ 
of CnJ^bmratt with me in the carriage ; he spoke of ii- 
tataiiiag the property. I thought of the sister of ]i^ 
Glu (Mrs. Dr. Wilson)' as having a claim under dt 
deed of entaiL 

Ai^gHtt 32. — Dined at the Geoi^ Hotel last nipt. 
Lords Yoang and Craighill spoke and shook hands. SJt 
Edward Colebrooke there. The young barristers, an et^- 
looking set of young men. — in the run for disttnciicc 

August 24. — . . . Went to the burying-ground * 
tiie Hi^ Church ; I wept in my heart at the re 
brance of Hie dear ones lying there. 

Stfittmitr 1 1 . — . . . I sat in the garden at Parkhili 
for a little, thinking over the past. I thought but for Ik 
associations of the place and the power to influence athen 
for good, I might be happier with less to distract mt 

Si^ttmitr tg. — ... I have had present to By 
mind of late that being useful in giving of my substance 
fiw good objects is redeeming labour from the cur^e, tbt 
what is put into my hands is from God — it is His, not mioe 

SefUmitr 24. — Went to the chapel at Duncrub ;* Lorf 
Rollo read the lessons. . . . There is an imprcssioe 
that it is against the whole genius of the country tint 
a great man should thus worship as it were alone and 
apart from the sympathies of the people by whom he 
is surrounded, — of course, extending the courtesy to fiiends 
and neighbours to worship with him. 

September 28. — Went to the lecture by Dr. Richaidsoo 
on " Felicity as a Pursuit" Very much disappointed — 
bordering on materialism. 

October 20. — , . . Went to the dinner given in 
honour of Sir A. Allison — a very grand affair. Sat next 
Sheriff Murray at the croupier's table. The appearance 
he had made in the forenoon very good. . . . The 
pipers in the street struck me very much as they passed die 
hall after dinner. 

' Mary Grey Glas, wife of Dr. Wilson, R.N., and daughter of WiUiam 
Glas of Stirling by his wife Janet, daughter and co-heiieu of John Gict 

t to Mn. WatKm, sister to Ladf 
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October 2S- — Fast Day. . . Kept my mind free 

from worldly distractions such as reading the newspapers. 

November 1 7. — , . . Thursday, 15 th, at the lecture 
by Professor Ball, Astronomer Royal for Ireland, on "Comets 
and Shooting Slars" — a most luminous exposition. . . 
i could not get to the Luther Commemoration Meeting 
in the St Andrew's Halls on Monday from fatigue. 

November 24. — . . , Unable from fatigue to go to 
the Archaeological meeting, but to my surprise re-elected a 
vice-president. 

December 22. — At the presentation of the badge and 
chain of office for the Chairman of the School Board — a 
very pleasant meeting. Yesterday wrote Mr. Mundella 
a^ain, inviting him and Miss Mundella to make our house 
their home from the 9th to the 1 2th January. . . 
On Wednesday, 19th, with Mary L. Ewing at the French 
Art Ix)an Exhibition. Shook hands with Sir Philip 
CunlifTe Owen, who recognized me as having seen me at 
Sir William Collins' house. The Honourable Massey Main- 
waring's remarks very good. On Tuesday present at the 
gift of the freedom of the city to the Marquis of Lome, 
and in the evening at the Christian Institute to hear his 
remarks on Canada. 



January 7. — At the School Board to-day making final 
arrangements for Mr. Mundella's visit. ... I pray 
that good may come out of this visit for the future of 
Scotland as to its educational progress. 

January 9. — I met Mr. Mundella at St. Enoch Station 
at 7.4 s A.M. 

January 12. — On Wednesday, 9th, dined at Professor 
Ramsay's at 7.30 ; Professors Veitch, jack, Gairdner, Dr. 
A, B. M'Grigor, Dr. Cameron, Dr. Dickson, James A. 
Campbell. . . . The meeting in the Queen's Rooms a 
success. Dr. Caird spoke to the point with some force 
and animation. Mr. Mundella very good, though pro- 
fessedly not anxious to give an address. On Friday, 
I Ith, tile evening meeting in the City Hall splendid. 



208 



DIARY 



. . . The whole effect of this visit will 
only to the community, to the teachers, and the School 
Board, but the views as to the future under discussion 
will have an important bearing on the progress of edu- 
cation throughout the country. What am 1, O Lx)rd, that 
such opportunities of usefulness should have been put into 
my hands ! 

January 26. — This morning went to the City Girls' 
School to see the pupil teachers get a lesson in cookery 
from Miss Robertson of the Dovchill ; very much interested. . 
. . . What a round of engagements. Mundella's let 
to me published in the newspapers. 

February 2. — . . . Yesterday evening went 
N to the opening of the Bute and Randolph Ha] 

February 22. — . . . The fearful gale of Wcdm 
day night and Thursday morning has blown down md 
trees at Parkhall. Alas! I shall never see the growth \ 
their successors to the same size. The beech near the i 
house, at the foot of which I played when 1 was 3 cKiHi-" 
blown down in January by the gale. 

March 7. — . , Yesterday, at twelve, at the 

Chamber of Commerce to meet the parties who wanted 
a change on the system hitherto pursued. They were 
ungenerous in supposing that the Chamber picked up its 
information loosely ; this attitude was presumptuous. 

March 27. — Last night at the Christian Institt 
distributing prizes ; spoke probably in too high a 
as to the discipline of life under the moral government i 
God — that it was education for eternity. 

April 5. — . . . Went to the Philosophical Sodct)'. 
l)r. Muirhead presented a beautiful mode! oC;| 
Cleopatra's Needle in bronze. Thought of the time wb 
Sir J. E. Alexander thought of going to Stiriinj 
^Library, after breakfast in this house, to refresh bis mctnoi 
the Needle. . . , The poor Duke of Albany 
I hts last resting-place to-day. 

. — Went to Whiteinch to the meeting of ^lej 
tant Orphan Institute, fortified by reports extendlii 

I twenty -se\'en years. 

]^rt/ 19. — . . . Dismissed the rccommendatfe 
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of the Commissioners on Reformatories and Industrial 
Schools. 

May 3. — ... I have looked on the possessions 
of life as most uncertain in our hold over them — we must 
not set our hearts upon them. How everything is under- 
going scrutiny in the present day. The right to the soil 
which has been purchased is openly denied. Those who 
engage in these leagues for land restoration are not likely 
to do much good to themselves, while they make a great 
noise. There appears to be a spirit abroad that all privi- 
lege must be beaten down, a restless desire to attack 
everything — every institution that does not square with the 
most levelling-down ideas. 

May 17. — . , . On Thursday at Kelvinside and 
Glasgow Academies. . . Magnificent buildings and 

appliances. I hope that they may be full to overflowing in 
the course of time. 

May 34. — On Thursday at the dinner in the Council 
Chambers ; the Queen's Birthday. . . . Replied to 
the toast of the School Board. . . . Bret Harte sat 
on the left of the Lord Provost (M'Onie). . . . Struck 
with the fine military look of the volunteers as they passed 
down Hope Street on Saturday afternoon. 

June 2. — . Prayed in the room where my dear 

mother died. Thought of that very room where I fell 
ofl" the chair on the chest of drawers when I was a child, 
I suppose, of nine years. . , . I am looking forward 
to the breakfast I ha\'e to give to the School Board Clerks' 
Conference. 

June 16. — . . . Had a call this last week from a 
sculptor wanting me to sit for my bust, I gave him no 
encouragement He did not want remuneration. He 
thought that it might bring him into notice. 

June 34. — Went by train from College Station to 
Hamilton at 2.35- Thought of Dr. Beveridge and Captain 
Vaughan. Passed into the grounds near the Palace, and 
found the Buchanan School children in a field in front of 
it What a contrast, that noble pile without a tenant, 
and recently bereft of its treasures of art, etc., to meet the 
neccviities of the Duke! What an unhappy man! — and 
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then those poor children, destitute in one sense, lac 
how full of happiness. What a contrast ! The Ha 
leum an object of curiosity as If to mark out defoi 
greatness more distinctly. Vanity ! The old Duke H 
the tomb near his Palace as if it would be chcnsbed 
his heirs as the resting-place of the family — a faintly ra 
ing the greatness of their history and their importano 
the country. 

June 25, — . . . Sheriff Spens spoke to me al 
a society similar to the Liverpool one as to cmdq 
children. Sent him Agnew's report 

/uily 4. — . . . The system of parents actia| 
sponsors for others — absent at the ceremony — is not i 
even if with a view to secure sureties for the g 
upbringing of the child. 

/ufy 9. — Yesterday went to Edinburgh ; Dr. Stoc; 
the train ; made myself known to him near the en 
the journey. Wandered through the Exhibition fFoio 
Fatiguing but interesting. It would require anotber 
with some definite object in view, such as trcatnwfl 
forest trees. 

July 14, — . . . Went to Balfron via Sttf 
looked at Kippen and the new building on the t 
steading of Drum with much interest WTiat is to bi 
future in my relation to that property? Had h 
out of the family I would have been very sad ; I < 
not define my feelings. . . Replied to a letk 

Lord Camperdown to-day as to the transfereitce of 
Education Department to the Secretary- of State for I 
land. Well-nigh e-vhausted ever>-thing as to the Nq 
hall history for the opening of the Springbank Sdioo) 

/ufy 21. — Spent some time yestcfda 

glancing at Dr. Eadie's biography. He may have Im 
great scholar, but I was never sure of him. He want 
element of conservatism. It was a change to spend n 
the whole forenoon of Saturday reading in the countiy. 

Jufy 25. — . . . Walked through the St Da 
bur>-ing ground, and saw where the Thomsons of Cam 
are buried, and where poor Helen Wright, my 
was buried. I saw Ephraim Gardner's tomb ( 
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1795 on 't, No, 41 east side of west wall. The tomb 
of the Leckies and of W. L. Ewing very well preserved 
at the south-east comer of the street. Met Dr. W. 
M'Kinlay looking for Dr. Anderson's tomb (the founder of 
the Andersonian) ; noticed David Dale's. The list given 
in the newspapers this morning awakens my reflections as 
to old citizens who have passed away. In Ephraim 
Gardner's house in Charlotte Street my Aunt Frances 
was married to my Uncle William. , . . The search 
after the materials for introductory remarks at the opening 
of Springbank School has a fascination akin to sport 
It sticks at nothing. Affected to find that Robert 
Marshall, who died in Sutherlandshire, one of the managers 
of the West India Royal Mail Steamship Co., London, 
was the man who, when a boy of thirteen, wrote out on 
parchment the address to my father in 1828, when he left 
this country for India. The address was presented with 
the silver snuff-box in my possession. 

July 28. — ... I would wish to see everyone happy 
about me. 

August 12. — , . Went to the opening of Spring- 

bank School. I may have wearied the meeting a little 
with my long story about the Stirlings of Keir and 
Margaret Napier ; some of the audience seemed specially 
interested, , , Mr, Douglas, the Fiscal, died at 

about twelve o'clock last night 

August 15. — To-day I was put forward to propose a 
motion as to the raising of funds for the Society for 
Preventing Cruelty to Children. I was not anxious to put 
myself forward in the case, as I was content with the 
opportunities I had in dealing with defaulting parents at 
the School Board. Lord Glasgow was in the chair, and 
made a very good speech. 

August 18. — . . . The Finglen burn a raging 
torrent on Saturday. The train stopped at one side, and 
the passengers passed by planks to the train on the Strath- 
blane side. 

September 4. — . On Monday came in from 

the country ; the pure bracing air does me good. How 
affecting to think of a hen bringing her chickens to the 
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back door ; hatched somewhere, and unable longei 
without the help of man. . . Have had the pleasure 

to identify the old house in Castle Street, the house of 
Mr. Bryson of Neilsland, and, if so, the manse of the 
Prebend of Provan. Mr. W. H. Hill helped me as to the 
two properties, Hartfield and Neilsland, having belonged to 
the same family, and Hartfield through the Record office 
as occurring in the sasine of that property in Castle Street. 
1 would like to throw some fresh light on that part of the 
city when preparing for some remarks at the opening of 
Townhead School. It is very striking, the death of 
Mr. Cooper of Failford (nephew of H, R. Cooper) and 
of T. Dunlop C. Graham of Dunlop occurring on the 
same day — 27th of August — their proijerties being within 
five hundred yards of each other. They both appear to 
have been useful men. 

September ri.— . . . The wild plants by the 
roadside very interesting — the stream, the trees, the hills, 
all beautiful. , . Saw on passing over the moor 

above Balfron a lortoiscshell butterfly clinging to the whin 
dyke, far away from house or habitation. The whole road 
through Buchlyvie onwards an avenue of trees. Beautiful 
prospect on the left Called at Drum. 

October 10. — . , . Mr, James MacLehose has asked 
me to write memoirs of my uncle and of Tom Richardson 
for the One Hundred Glasgow Men. 

October 19. — Walked to the H^h Church burial ground. 
Could only get a peep of where the grave was that held 
the dust of those dear to me, the gates to the Cathedral 
being shut Thought of God, how I cannot fly from His 
presence. What a fearful thing it is to fall into His 
hands ! What it is to be out of Christ ! Could not shut 
my eyes to a woman and a little girl going do^vn the 
High Street, following a young fellow,— evidently a quarrel. 
I touched him on the shoulder — " What's wrong ? " 
" Don't be too inquisitive," I said, " My good fellow, I 
could not shut my eyes to what I saw." This, however, 
seemed to settle him, and he walked quietly back with them. 

October 22. — Went out to-day to bring N in from! 

the country. The variegated woods very beautiful. 
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October 25. — ... I will miss the Fast days, as 
they have been a breakwater in the swelling of the tide 
of the world. I am now on the eve of another Communion 



October 29. — Went down this morning to Wemyss Bay 
to see aunt The peaks of Arran sprinkled with snow. 
The aspect generally bleak, 

November 1 5. — ... At the meeting of the 
Geographical and Ethnological Section, and found that 1 
had been suggested as a vice-president. I was most 
reluctant to accept, as I cannot go out to meetings in the 
evening. 

November 22. — Most reluctant to accept presidentship 
of Society of Sons and Daughters of Free Church. A note 
from Dr. Anderson Kirkwood must be answered about it. 
At the distribution of hyacinths and crocuses to children 
to-day in Bishop Street School. 

November 27. — . Hunted up Mr. Copland.* 

He was very courteous, and showed me presses 
full of documents. One press full of charters in abbreviated 
Latin, all beautifully bound in folios. 

November 29. — What a burlesque on public 

business is the ease with which the Franchise Bill has 
been passed by a mutual understanding. Where is the 
shock of the contending parties? I think the giving seven 
members to Glasgow will loiver the status of members of 
Parliament. 

December 13. — At the meeting in St. Andrew's Halls, 
where Stanley was addressing a large meeting. Lord 
Rosebery presided. I helped Mr. Paton, who had a 
telegram from Lord Aberdeen, to get access to Lord 
Rosebeiy. 

Decetnber 27. — . . Sent a large number of old 

copies of the Illustrated London News to Belvidere Hospital, 
and an unusually large parcel for Christmas-tree, Larbert. 
On Tuesday evening, 23rd, at the social meeting 
of School Board officers and their families. Said some- 
thing about the management of the poor in continental 
countries. On the whole a good meeting. 
' Register House, Edinburgh. 
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January 17, — Last night with N at the opening 

of Queen Margaret College. A crowd ; probably successful 
on the whole, as an inaugural meeting. I hope it may 
be a good thing. I have not been able to attend the 
Philosophical and Archsological meetings this week, . . . 
On Wednesday morning at the Dovehill meeting of default- 
ing parents ; some painful cases, but not puzzling, 1 have 
been going about that district since 1838 and 1839 — 
forty- six years, 

January 24. — Came home at the end of the week's work 
very sad. News had reached the Exchange of the attempt 
to blow up the Houses of Parliament ; and grave solicitude 
expressed as to the safety of the army in the Soudan. 
Went down to the Stobcross docks to-day. . . . 
Struck with the immense size of the steam vessels, 
. . The world will roll on, advancing in everything 
that swells the volume of human happiness and comfort, 
in the mastery of man over the world, whether material 
or moral. Did not care to speak at the Stirlingshire 
Society on Monday, 19th, but carried my point as to 
printing the records of the Town Council from 1598-1658, 
which was left to the Directors with full powers. On the 
whole a very agreeable meeting. The provincial reporters 
mutilate speeches and miss the point of them. ... I 
may yet have a good deal to do in the world. I would 
not, on the one hand, shrink from labour or responsibility; 
but, on the other, I feel as if I would like a breathing 
time ere I passed away — a rest to put things in order. 
Visited Sailors' Home at the docks, and was very much 
pleased. 
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January 3 1 . — , . . Struck with the culture of the young 
persons coming forward to teach as a profession. . . . 
Wrote Mr, Mundella a note expressing sympathy with him 
;ss. , How merciful that the British 

ts have been victorious in Egypt. It should be the 

lyer of every Christian that the occupation of that 
country inay be overruled for good, and that wisdom and 
courage may be given to the Government to do what is 
right. How time flies — to-morrow we enter upon spring, 

February 2. — . On recalUng the features of the 

iquet [given by Sir Peter Coats] I was much struck 
ith the song — the only one sung — " The Bonnie Woods 
of Craigielea," and with the refrain, in which a large 
number of the company joined. It was the very finest 
melody. Spoke to Dr. Robertson of Irvine about his 
brother James, who was at Tillicoultry. 

February 7, — , . . Went to the Duke of Argyle's 
lecture on Thursday night in St. Andrew's Halls. It was 
well delivered, and, while devout in its general character, 
it was fair to scientific men who have been disposed to set 
aside the idea of an intelligent designer for their theories 
of Evolution. I was pleased to see that Sir William 
Thomson spoke of adaptations of teleology in a right spirit. 

February 14. — , . , Sent a specimen page of the 
Stirling Burgh Records to Archie Robertson and J. Guthrie 
Smith. Spoke about the matter yesterday at meeting 
of Stirlingshire Society directors (Sir Charles Stirling a 
director;. Wrote Mr. C. D. Donald, jun., about the calico 
printfield at Endrickfield ; the Dalglishes associated with 
the Monteiths, Dunmore. and Gilbert Hamilton in February, 
1792. Sent Mr. James Hannan, Bailie of Provan, the 
memorandum prepared for Mr. James Cooper as to the 
old privileges of the BaiHeship. 

February' 21. — A dreadfully high wind from the north-east. 
It is very solemn to think of those at sea. Came home 
heavy at heart thinking of the critical position of the force 
under Buller in Egypt surrounded by a gigantic force 
of rebels. What a catEistrophc if, as Mr. Beatson said to 
me in the Exchange this afternoon, the force is cut to 
:es ; the Stock Exchange had some such rumour about 
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one o'clock. We have always erred in under-estimating 
our enemies ; and these tribes of the desert have been 
trained to the use of rifles. Went down to Helensburgh 
to see William Kidston about School Board matters. 
Full of interest about the election. ... As Kidston 
said to-day, our time— his and mine — in this world is 
short now, and we must look out for suitable men to fill 
our places at tlie School Board. Work while it is to-day. 
"SuPficient unto the day is the evil thereof," he said, when 
I was forecasting difficulties. . . The sudden death 

of the brown horse from inflammation, on the morning of 
the 18th, at about four o'clock, very distressing. , . . 
Had a very friendly letter from Mr. Mundella on Tuesday 
morning. 

March 4. — . , Very much struck with the 

decidedly Christian remarks in the address of Principal 
Sir W. Muir to the students of Edinburgh {Scotsnian, 2nd 
March). It is a new thing for such men to speak out for 
Christ so decidedly. 

March 7. — . , . Professor Ramsay on the field 
as a candidate for the School Board. . . . What a 
pressure of things — the parliamentary boundaries, Charity 
Organization Society, Evangelical Alliance, George Ander- 
son's public services, and other things. 

March 1 4. — , , . Examined with much interest 
the Glasgow Directories for 1821 and 1822, lent me by Mr. 
Irving Ferguson of the Caledonian Railway. Presided 
at the meeting in Victoria Halls, West Regent Street, 
under the auspices of the Kyrle Society, and gave the 
prizes to children who had grown plants — principally 
hyacinths. A good meeting; Professor Lindsay, Messrs. 
Cuthbertson, Morison, Fife, and Kennedy spoke — an affecting 
sight. Mrs. Erskine Murray and her family and young 
friends gave some instrumental music. ... I am 
called venerable, surely the term is inappropriate ! I feel 
young, though I am not buoyant as I once was in 
walking ; I am conscious, however, of being more easily 
fatigued. 

March 2 1. — Saturday. . . Got a note from Mr. 

Thomson (R. L. Ewing's brother-in-law), now in India, 
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about Obia. Probably may hear about my father's tomb; 
most people say that it must have been carried away by 
the river many years ago, 

March 24. — Tuesday. . . . Invited by Principal 
and Professors to the luncheon at the University, on the 
occasion of Lushington's installation as Lord Rector. 

March 26. — Went to the College to the installation 
of Lord Rector Edmund Law Lushington. A noisy uproar 
among the students for half-an-hour in the Bute Hall. 
They would have quieted down if Lushington had been 
heard, but for an hour the proceedings were very much 
a dumb show. The fine things he may have said will 
no doubt be in to-morrow's newspapers. Those invited 
to the luncheon met in the Randolph Hall. Saw Balfour 
from Oxford for a little; taken in by Edward Caird, and 
sat next Dr. Roberton and opposite the Professor of 
Chemistry. The mace talked about as having been found 
in Bishop Kennedy's tomb in St. Andrews. The most 
noteworthy thing was the loving-cup — passed round as 
the sun goes — a mixture of claret and seltzer water, I 
came away gratified by the hospitality of the Senate and 
impressed by the dignity of a place of learning. Lushing- 
ton, seventy-three years old — brother-in-law of Tennyson 
— living at Maidstone in Kent, . . . Yesterday morn- 
ing at Springbank School at a defaulters meeting. Surely 
by kindly counsel we are doing good. The schemes under the 
Endowment Act will involve additional trouble and fatigue. 

March 2 8. — Saturday. ... I see nothing before 
me but fatigue for the next three weeks ; it is too much 
to go through this. 

April 4. — Busy with letters and despatching circulars 
about Stiriing Burgh Records. . , , The death of 
Sir J. E. Alexander in the newspapers yesterday, and of 
Mr. Bryce Buchanan of Boquhan in to-day's. ... I 
attended the farewell meeting with George Anderson, late 
M.P., in the Council Chambers. It was in some respects 
a painful sight to see a man who for seventeen years 
had been serving the community, leaving it confessedly 
veiy ill off. His appearance very true and modest, very 
much fitted to conciliate. 
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April 1 1. — , . . Went to Parkhead public meeting 
at 3.20. A good meeting — Free Education formed the 
most important question; tried to meet it; very wearied. 
Last night at Springburn, in the U.P. Church. J. N. 
Cuthbertson and his friends in another hall in the neigh- 
bourhood. Spoke about the Minister of Education being 
an Imperial minister and not a Scotch minister only. 
On Thursday, 9th, went out by 9. 40 train to 
Parkhall. Country beautiful, though still bleak ; the 
mountains majestic. Thought of those who have passed 
away. 

April 18. — . . . The election takes me by surprise, 
Mitchell and Morison so far down, and Long at the top 
of the poll. Martin (as he deserved to be) is thrown out, 

April 21. — Received a letter this morning with enclosures 
from Mr. Walter Thomson, Bengal, as to my father's tomb 
at Obia ; no satisfactory or reliable information from any 
one. The factory is in a heavy, dense, impenetrable jungle. 
An obelisk or plinth on the bank of the river, but without 
an inscription, has been broken into on the east side, 
apparently by the natives in search of treasure. The 
platform is really immense on which the obelisk is built. 
The monument is a very fine one, quite imposing if the 
jungle were cleared away from around it. There are 
only two graves, according to native testimony — the obelisk 
and the grave of a child. Mr. A. Farquharson's note of 
1 2th March is addressed to Mr. Thomson from Surdah. 

April 25. — . . Separated two boys fighting 

behind the Bodega ; the exertion was too much for me, 
very wearied. Going over some old letters and papers. 
I may have opportunity some day to sit down and arrange 
them. There are interesting passages in one's life that 
would be entirely obliterated but for them. May my life 
be more and more a consecrated life. 

May 9. — . . . Had some talk with John M'Gregor 
about some memorial of Sir J. E. Alexander. The idea 
of Cleopatra's Needle forming a part of it suggested. J 
. . . The obligations at this time of the year press 1 
upon me. Amgomery a heavy thing; and yet I cannot 
r^ret having secured the property, whatever trial awaits me. 
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The landed interest of this country passing through a crisis, 

Afay 1 6. — . . . Declined invitation to the dinner 
on the 2 1 St in the Council Chambers; I feel more than 
€ver disinclined for such things, and besides, I may stand 
in the way of others. 

May 29. — . , . Wrote A. W. Grant about his 
wanting me to acknowledge myself as the author of a 
pamphlet about St Nicholas Hospital before Sheriff Spens 
in the case of a railway dispute about a casualty on 
property in or near Nicholas Lane, Shuttle Street. It 
is singular how things crop up. Reconciling myself to 
a rate of twopence increase in School Board rate. It is 
a painful surprise ; the effect on my mind is depressing. 
Joined the Regality Club, an archxological move- 
ment that may pick up the fragments of Glasgow matters 
worth recording. 

June 1. — . , The crosses and trials of life are 

fitted to loosen the affections from worldly things, yet 
how many sources of comfort and blessing. . . . Patted 
" Wee Fannie " in her stall ; the little dog so happy in 
riding to the station ; the little lambs how full of life, 
bounding here and there ; the little kitten never at rest 
The place dear to me from old associations. At Endrick- 
field cottage this morning ; the stream beautifully clear, 

June 8. — Came in from the country to-day. Anxious 
for the last few days about the school rate. It is a serious 
responsibility to face hostile opinion ; still 1 believe that 
we have been doing a great work, and the community must 
pay for the necessity involved in the erection of buildings 
and the acquiring of sites to the extent of ^^700,000, My 
mind burdened with this thought on going out to the 
country on Saturday. 

June ig. — . . . Bade T. M. Fielding good-bye; 
he has been a week with us. Lord Salisbury appears by 
the ne«'Spapers to have accepted office. What a difficult 
task ! But e\-idently the Gladstone Party have not been 
blessed in their administration of the country. Brought 
into town a good many flowers and blossoms. ... At 
the demonstration (musical) of School Boarx] children in 
the Wellington Palace on Friday evening, 1 2th. Spoke 
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about the Duke of Wellington. Dr, F- 
taste about Gladstone to the audience. 

June 22. — ... A gentleman whom I knew only 
by sight, said to me that it was surprising that the com- 
munity were seldom at fault in fixing on the right man 
in a great work. . . . Poor Arthur of Barshaw buried 
on Saturday, A remarkable man. ... At the High 
School on Tuesday, i6th, about the arrangements for 
the 2Sth. What a republic the playground is. Professor 
Kirkpatrick there examining the French and German 
classes. 

June 29. — . , . Surprised and dumbfoundered in 
finding a letter from Mr. Mundella, intimating that, at his 
instance, Mr. Gladstone has obtained the permission of Her 
Majesty to offer me the honour of knighthood. The letter 
of Mr, Mundella was accompanied by one from Mr. 
Hamilton, Mr, Gladstone's private secretary. I thought 
that as this was a matter affecting the family relationships, 
I should mention it to Archie Robertson, He advised me 
to accept the honour, also Mr. Cuthbertson. I told Mr, 
Campbell and Mr. Gibson ; Mr. Wilson being in Bute, I 
wrote him, . . , This honour will draw me out of the 
retreat that I would fain creep into, and where 1 might 
quietly direct the business of the School Board along with 
others. I hope that it may not hinder me finishing up 
some things to my satisfaction. It will occasion remark, 
and involve a good deal of complimentary congratulation 
amongst friends ; it may excite criticiam. I feel that it is 
an honour out of all proportion to what I have attempted 
to do for education. ... I would rather have l>een 
let alone and let others get honours. Still there would 
have been pride if I had at once declined. These honours 
help to conserve the interests of the country ; to undervalue 
them is to put the Queen and her Ministers to shame, as 
if the distinction conferred was worth nothing. 

July I. — I received a letter from W. Wilson, but no 

letter from N , which gave me great uneasiness. The 

telegrams which passed between us to-day explained the 
cause, the letter — through Sandy Stewart's oversight — not 
having been posted yesterday. I framed a letter of accept- 
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ance, and it is away to Mr. Mundelta, and no doubt wUI 
have a passing glance, amongst other pressing matters, 
from Mr, Gladstone. I regard the change, from one of 
comparative obscurity to the glare of public notice, with 
some shrinking of mind, but I take it as a token to try 
and be more useful than ever. I now sit down to write 
several friends who would take my silence amiss. 

July 9. — I received an invitation to the funeral of the 
wife of Lord Craighill. I wrote him a note of condolence. 
How sad to have grief and congratulation commingled. 

July 14. — Went into Edinburgh. Called on Lord Craig- 
hill ; he was prepared to meet me in the drawing-room 
— very much affected. Had some interesting conversation 
about Dr. Love and Dr. Balfour. He gave me a passage 
to read about Dr. Balfour in the funeral sermon by Dr. 
Love, which he said was one of the finest he had ever 
read — about his meeting him again in the eternal world. 

August 4. — What an eventful period has elapsed since I 
last wrote anything in this book. ■ . . The journey 
from London comfortable. The country appeared like a 
garden, too much cut up by hedgerows — some fields red 
with poppies ; a great want of rain. The farm steadings 
snug, but wanting in cheerfulness ; the brick gives a sad 
look. The spires of tlie churches pleasing objects. On 
Sunday went quietly to the Temple Church ; looked 
with interest on Oliver Goldsmith's grave; beautiful lilies 
(Egyptian) at either end of it, placed there by some 
who admired his genius, and who determined that he 
should not be forgotten. Got access to the Temple. 
The service, though High, very beautiful. [t was a fine 
thought to think of so many lifting up their hearts to 
God, Dr. Vaughan preached, " Arise, let us go hence" 
He referred to the great increase of political power to be 
conferred on the masses, and what changes it might bring 
about He spoke too of the conflict of opinion as to the 
truth revealed in scripture. After service, an old man 
took me to the hall where the Benchers dined, and where 
tlie armour of the Knights Templars was displayed. . . . 
On Saturday morning, ist August, went to the Waterloo 
Station ; Sir Richard Cross, Home Secretary, made his 
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appearance in good time, and I shook hands with him. 
By and by Mr. Biyce, private secretary to Sir R. Cross, 
and several gentlemen appeared, and seven of them got 
into a saloon carriage with me. At first they occupied 
themselves with their newspapers; then they appeared 
inclined to talk, and some interesting conversation took 
place between me and the two men on either side of me 
as to the tenure of land, the Scotch Communion office, 
and the support of the ministry in the Free Church. 
When we got to Portsmouth a steamer was waiting for 
us. There appeared to be, on the way down, a good 
deal of waste ground. Saw hops growing, and lavender 
(1 think), — an unusual crop. The harvest begun, fields rich 
with golden abundance. Arundel Castle — the fortifications 
of Portsmouth. Sir Richard Cross appeared more relieved 
when he got us all on board the steamer. I understood 
one man was wanting. He was very frank with me about 
the education clause in the Scotch Secretary Bill. Saw 
the Victory (Nelson's ship). The waters of Solent green- 
looking. A fine fresh sail to Cowes. The quiet equipages 
were drawn up at the pier. The royal arms scarcely 
visible on the panels. Struck with the quiet, business- 
like style in which we were driven up. The postilion, 
with black jacket and hat and white doeskin trousers, 
the very model of a servant. The people all very 
respectful. At the entrance, servants in scarlet Uv^ry 
ready to receive us. Ushered into a room, where lunch 
was served. . , Honourable Colonel Ponsonby and 

Honourable Mr. Cust at the bottom of the table. Then 
we signed our names in a book, putting down my signature 
under the i ith August. Then ushered into a corridor 
which led to the Queen's apartment. Sir Richard Cross 
came out and said to several of us, " Put your hand under 
the Queen's hand, and kiss it, but do not touch it." When 
my turn came, I made two low bows, and then knelt on 
my left knee ; and the Queen took from Colonel Ponsonby 
the sword, and touched my left and then my right shoulder 
with it ; then put out her hand, which I kissed, and she 
said in a quiet, sweet, mu.sical voice, as I rose from my 
kneeling posture, " Sir Michael Connal." 1 then retreated 
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with my face towards her till I got to the door. There 
was no one in the room but the Duke of Connaught and 
Sir Richard Cross. The Queen's back was towards the 
window. Sir Richard Cross said in a clear voice, 
" Mr. Michael Connal, ex-Chairman of the School Board 
of Glasgow," The fountain of honour, the sovereign of a 
great empire 1 What am I that I should be called forth 
to such distinction ! Saw the Duke of Edinburgh, Marquis 
of Lome, and some others of the Royal family. Beautiful 
view of the sea, fine terraces with flowers. Honourable 
Colonel Byng in attendance in full uniform as equerry. 
Came away in same carri^e with Sir Richard Cross. I 
would like to have known what the men were distinguished 
for. Sir Henrj- Edwards, M.P., appeared to twit Sir 
Richard with the luncheon being more like a farmer's than 
a royal exercise of hospitality. I was too glad to get 
something to eat to criticize. 1 do not think the criticism 
was just. The voyage back was pleasant. Talked with 
Sir James Parker Deane. ... A tedious journey from 
Portsmouth ; Monday 3rd, being a holiday, may have 
increased the traffic on the lines. Arrived at my hotel 
about 9,4s ; wrote to N and Mr. W , 

August I!. — . . . Had .some talk with Sir James 
Watson, telling him how 1 got on at Osborne, He is now 
in his eighty-third year ; I told him he had kept abreast of 1 
everything going on. 

August 24. — . . . Met Mr. Spofforth and walked 
with him to Kent Road School; incidentally referred to 
Forbes Campbell as frequenting a club in London of which 
he was secretary. Went up to the grave in the High 
Church burying ground where dear ones lie. Ascertained ' 
the date of my father's death for the County List of | 
Families. ' 

August 31. — . . Dear wee "Princie" was nearly 

worried by four collies yesterday morning. . . . Sir C. 
Tennant came down to speak about Free Education in 
anticipation of a speech he has to make on Saturday. 
Much concerned about the issue of the meeting with the I 
Endowment Committee on the 8th. Constant demands on I 
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September 9, — . . , N returned to the country. 

Great storm of wind and rain. Read Eadie's life by Brown ; 
it brought back a good deal of the past. I cannot say 
that Mr. Browning on the whole, however sturdy in his 
independence of character, was one who inspired a love of 
learning. There may be great injury done to a boy in 
placing him under a despotism such as his method was. 

September 16. — Yesterday morning at the Duke Street 
Reformatory from 10.30 to 1 1.30— very much pleased. 
Still receiving the congratulations of friends, all 
couched in much the same terms — too personal. 

September 25.— Returned from the annual meeting of 
the Y.M.C.A., Marquis of Ailsa presiding. Very interesting 
reports and addresses. Met Campbell Whyte and Mr. 
Somcrvilie (late of Broughty Ferry) on my way home, and 
told them my mind as to tlie aim of the Association being 
guarded from running to seed. I did not approve of 
young men being enlisted as it were in a religious crusade. 
Met my old school-fellow, Henry Anderson of Partick, 
and exchanged remarks about old times. 

September 28. — On Saturday, the 26th, left by g.io 
train for Kinross. A beautiful day. Affected when I 
thought of my uncle, John Wright, as I passed by Stirling. 
The Ochils majestic : the well-known villages. A sad feel- 
ing in passing Tillicoultry ; woods, streams, villas, harvest 
operations. . . Mrs. Williamson in her bed and very 

feeble, yet quite acute ; it was sad to see her thus pro- 
strate : said to be ninety-four years of age. Called on 
Mrs. Beveridge. She showed me over her house, purchased 
for her by her sister — a marvel of accommodation and neat- 
ness, with a handsome plot id front. Unable, however, to 
articulate ; her left hand and limb paralyzed. Mr. Bums- 
B^g and Mr. Stedman, banker, at lunch. Before I left, 
Mrs. Williamson gave me a copy of Mr. Burns-Begg's book 
on Angling in Lochleven, and wrote, supported on the bed, 
an inscription on it Gratified 1 had made the visit out. 
These old friends of my dear mother must soon pass 
away, I am pleased that I have seen them, A glorious 
western sky. Passed Arngomery, and looked with some 
interest at Drum steading. 
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October 1 2, — Hard frost in the country, 
mountains rose majestically from the uplands, some distant) 
peaks covered with snow. Walked in the High Wood ;' 
the heather was thick in some parts. Meditated while thus 
alone on all that has passed, and how God has blessed 
me. The harvest operations very pleasing, . . . Ifl 
the evening, Friday, 9th October, at the meeting of the 
past and present members of the Spoutmouth Bible Insti- 
tute in Free St. James's Hall— most interesting; about iio 
present^Andrew Gillespie in the chair. . . . Altogether 
a most successful meeting. Paragraphs in the three news- 
papers next day ; I hope that it may do good. On 
Tuesday, 8th, at the meeting in Queen's Rooms ; Lord 
Polwarth and Marquis of Ailsa very fair in what they said, 
both apparently serious men. Had some talk 

with Admiral Sir W. King Hall, K.C.B. {'•Bulldog" Hall, 
to whom Boomersund was surrendered), and his lady. 
Nemesis Hall, the officer in the picture of the signing of 
the Pottinger treaty, and whom 1 knew, dead : 
eight years ago. Spoke to Donald Matheson, Dr. Andre 
Thom.son, who was to have been my guest, not well, i 
unable to read his papers. Said a few words at the break- 
fast ; sat between Dr. Cairns and J. A. Campbell ; spoke of 
Krummacher, Kossuth, and D'Aubignt Heard Newman_ 
Hall and Oswald Dykes in the evening. Sir W. Muir i 
the chair. My intercourse with Mr. Stark very pleasand 
Received a very complimentary address from the Ho 
masters of the schools under the Glasgow School Board. 
A kind note from John Cowan. Yesterday as I sat con- 
templating from the seat under the trees the glorioos 
expanse of mountain, heath, trees, ferns, etc., I soughT^ 
to give my heart to God. " What is man that Thou j 
mindful of him, and the son of man that thou visite! 
him?" My heart amidst all His bounty strongly unsatf 
fied ; God alone can fill the heart, and Uic works of I 
hands are helps to praise Him. 

October i %.— ... At the dinner of the Deacc 
Convener {W, MacLean, Jr.) in the Trades" Hall, As] 
man said to me to-day he heard there was quite an ovati 
when I rose to speak. Busy yesterday 
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School Board matters and unable to attend the meeting 
of the Regality Club ; appointed president. 

October. — Visited my district, and called at every house. 

October 23. — , , . Mr, James Nicol, the chamber!ain» 
in his Vital and Economic Statistics of the city, takes notice 
in very flattering terms of the honour conferred on me 
{page 18;). 

November 7. — . . Elected a member of council of 

the Scottish Geographical Society, Edinburgh, and sent 
back to the Buchanan institute as a director by the 
Merchants' House on the 3rd November. . The 

only thing that reconciles me to the conetant strain in 
connection with that property (Amgomery) is that I may 
leave it better than \ found it. 

November 2 1 . — A great strain upon me for ten days 
past. This morning at Crookston Street School distributing 
hyacinths to the children, also at Centre Street, then 
drove with Barias to Kay School ; much pleased with the 
young men pupil teachers ; prices distributed by J. N. 
Cuthbertson, Recommended keeping a note-book; then 
went to cookery class, John Street, Mrs. M'Lcod, teacher; 
cookery for the sick. Met George Buchanan about 
J. Chrystal's case of the Bannockbum widow. . . , Went 
to Lieutenant Greely's lecture in Queen's Rooms. Shook 
hands with him ; I must read about his privations in his 
Arctic travels. Went to the Archaeological to hear 

Mr. Boscawen on " Primitive Culture in Western Asia." 
How wonderful that we should be digging into the records 
of a time that brings us close to the history of nations 
that inhabited Palestine in the time of the Hittites. On 
Wednesday at defaulting parents' meeting in Springbum ; 
nearly all Roman Catholic. Kind words go a long way. 
. . , Monday, i6th, in the evening dined at Professor 
Ramsay's to meet Sir F. Sandford. Had some talk with 
Sir W. Thomson about admission of children to Board 
Schools — there is mischief brewing about breaking down 
" use and wont." Pushed very much by Ramsay about 
printing notes of the reminiscences of .school sites. Got 
from Mr. Renwick notes about Stirling extending back 
to 1519, gave them to Guthrie Smith : he says they are 
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very interesting. The conversazione in the Fii 
Institute to meet Sir F. Sandford on the 13^1 

success. Introduced N to \jaAy Sandford, ai 

day gave her a photograph of the house in Millei 
that belonged to her grandfather, and where her fat 
bom in 1784. 

November 28. — . . . The result of the poll yi 
not satisfactory ; J. N. Cuthbertson thrown out of St 
district for the sake of a total stranger. The ( 
remark as to Parliamentary seats — Glasgow throvn 
Political partizanship the rule, character standing fc 
ing. . . Went to the College Library on We 

morning to consult Kenrick's Roman SepuUhral Mo 
about the tablet found at Lanuvium (nineteen mili 
Rome, Via Appia). Met Professor Candlish ; had sc 
about secret societies and about a Bampton lecture 

December 3. — Went to Larbert by 12.35 '"^ 
Tuesday, ist December. Pleased with the chili 
dinner, everything cheerful. Mr. Cowan at the 1 
but not so animated as I have seen him. The f 
off the Ochil.s very exhilarating. At Buchanan la 
in the evening. On Wednesday at a defaulters' 
in Lister Street- — these meetings do good. To-d.-i\ 
School Board ; felt careless, and prone to say \il 
indiscreet : in fact, off my guard. The sense of r 
bilily removed from my shoulders has so far ahrid 
feeling of .self-restraint. I pray that 1 maj- ever 
mind my duty to God and to my follow men v 
provocations ari.se in my intercourse in the busincs- 
1 may note the death of James Morison (once i 
coultry) within the last few days. 

December 1 2, — ... In the evening wei 
.■iome reluctance to the festival of the Ancient Sh 
in the Waterloo Rooms, A. B. M'Grigor in tin 
Sheriff Guthrie, Mr. Haird. M.P., and Mr. Gilbert He 
M'Grigor's address very good. . . On Morifi; 

dined at Hugh Brown's, Chiirmont Gardens ; .surpi 
fintl the Karl of lireadatbano there. Bolton pushci 
little as to my having voted fur Shaw Stewart. S; 
Uadenach Nicolson. It is useful to mix with men 
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world, — it widens the sphere of your sympathies and 
interests. Expressed myself strongly to both W. M'Ewan 
and David Guthrie (vice-president Chamber of Commerce), 
and said that within eighteen months we would have a 
very decided movement in business relations with China 
from the conquest of Burmah. Mr. Blyth bought up at 
my suggestion the remainder of the issue of the Evening 
News of 7th — 400 copies— containing the account of Orphan 
Homes. 

December 19. — . . . On Monday, 14th, accompanied 
Mr. W. Mitchell to Gorbals School to introduce Mr. 
Robertson as headmaster at 10 o'clock. What an im- 
portant step the occupation of that large school with 
children. What an element of social elevation. . . . 
Spoke to W. H. Hill at the Directorate of the Merchants' 
House, about reports from representatives of institutions. 

^December 26. — . • . Received a nice letter from 
Principal Brown ^ about the bust which reached this on 
Monday afternoon, and which was placed in the Hall, 
St James's Church, next day. On Monday heard of James 
MacLehose's death. Came into contact with him of late. 
He had put his finishing touch to the book to which he 
invited me to contribute. 

^ Principal Brown was for many years minister of St James's Free 
Church. 
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Had to go to St. Andre 



January i . — . 
Halls to show face at the conversazione of the Educa- 
tional Institute of Scotland. Intend to go into 
Stirling to-morrow to the funeral of Duncan M'Dougall. 

January 2.- — Went to Stirling by nine o'clock train. 
The funeral service held in the church. Mr. 
Lang, assisted by a U,P. minister, read and prayed ; he 
pronounced a culogium on Mr. M'Dougall, . . Rev. 

John Russell's remains have been disturbed in clearing 
away the ground from the foundations of the West Church 
— the John Russell lampooned by Bums. 

January 9. — N got notice to-day of the 

death of her cousin Helen, daughter of Dr. Patrick 
MacFarlan. A truly good woman gone home. 
Severe weather ! At Mr. Ker's, at dinner, on Wed- 
nesday, 6th ; met Principal Caird, Mr. Bottomley, Dr. 
Blaclcie. 

January 16. — . . Initiating a system by which 

the points of interest in pictures might be pointed out by 
a commissionaire — a step which I ui^ed at the meeting 
of the School of Art on Monday night, i ith in.st., when 
I was called to speak. Sir James Watson presided, and 
Mrs. Elder distributed the prizes. Sir James full of life 
for his years ; read a long paper. Met at dinner at Sir 
James Watson's. Sir W. and Lady Thomson. Sheriff Clark, 
Lord Provost M'Onie, and Mr. Newbeny. 

January 23. — On Monday, the i8th, at the Stirling- 
shire dinner — C. M. King in the chair. Brought under 
notice (following up Guthrie Smith's remarks), the Stirling 
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Records as requiring immediate attention for publtcati 
] ... Yesterday finished the docketing of the Sdi 

Board accounts for 1884 and 1885. In the even 

r went with N to the conversazione in the Athena 

— Sir W. Collins in the chair. Dr. Marshall Lang i 
everything worth saying. . . . Have been in co 
spondence with William, Robert, and Henry Thomps 
ll ; I very kind letters from them, and also from Mr. Muirh 

; ^ Kippen, about Ure of Shirgarton. . . . Receive 

kind letter from Mundella acknowledging the receipt 
\ the " Spout " report 

i January 30. — ... At the meeting of the 

; Infirmary I was called to the chair. It was an interef 

meeting. I examined the reports, 1824-25, also the I 
mary (Royal) reports from 1794. No adequate repoi 
what I said ; the newspapers have no room for more 
a few facts as to the Institution in its present position 
necessities. . Received this morning a cop3 

i ^ Reminiscences of Yarrow from Mrs. Russell. 

is a discipline, and in the removal of useful lives, \ 
bowing to the Divine will, we are called to realize 
God's work can be carried on without us, and that 
has a purpose of mercy in each individual case. 

Febn^ary 6. — Came home to-night very wear>'' from 
meetin^^ in the upper room of the Corporation Galit 
after Mr. Newbery's lecture on " Painting." 1 hat 
preside. Many points of interest in it, but rather too fli 
It is a good beginning, however, and it may develop in 
first-rate school of instruction in Art. . . . Paid 
subscription yesterday and became a member of the I 
School Club. . . . Principal Nero (a ne^ro), to \\\ 
I gave £>i on 26th June last, has turned out an impo 
and been sent to prison. . . . On Tuesday mon 
went to Edinburgh with J. N. Cuthbcrtson. 
Walked up to Parliament House. Met Mr. Mai 
advocate, who showed us the library, etc., and took 
into the Courts, the Outer and Inner Division. Saw L 
Justice-Clerk Moncrieff, Lords Craighill and Young ; L 
Advocate Balfour pleading before them. In the Co 
presided over by the Lord-Justice General, saw L 
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Shand, who evidently spied us and drew the attention of 
the President to us. 

February 1 3. — The replies I get from severaj 

friends to whom I have sent copies of the " Spout " re- 
port, very pleasing. On Wednesday, loth, after Lord 
Trayner's lecture, seconded a vote of thanks proposed by 
Professor Berry. A very interesting lecture on " Entails," 
etc. Advised the young men to apply themselves to com- 
mercial law. 

February 20, — Saturday. Came home from a tussle in 
the Exchange with a Canadian, introduced to me by 
Kincaid. He talked about a confederation of the Colonies 
with Great Britain, but it was evident he wanted this 
country shut out by tariffs hostile to other countries — 
the confederated Mother country and the Colonies. We 
cannot go back to protection. The Colonies have an eye 
to their own interests, and so far as Canada is concerned, 
except for some sentiment, it might Join the States. No 
doubt the coalition of Canada and the United States 
would be a blow to this country, as it would hand over 
to a Republic the whole northern part of the western 
hemisphere. On Wednesday in the evening at the con- 
gregational soiree of Dr. Marshall Lang in the City Hall ; 
sat between the chairman and Dr. Scott of St. George's, 
Edinburgh. The people seemed pleased with what I said 
about the Old Barony. . . Heard to-day from Mr 

Caldwell of Paisley as to the family of Knox of Ran- 
furlic, and sent his letters to Rev. P. T. Muirhead, Kippen. 

March 6. — . . . Requested Mr. David Dick to 
abandon the idea of putting a sketch of my career in 
the Christian Leader. On Wednesday, 3rd, at 2.30, with 
Finance Committee and Compensation to Teachers Com- 
mittee, General Endowment Board. Obliged to take up a 
less liberal position than the rest of the Committee. In 
the evening went at nine to Cabmen's Amateur entertainment 
at the invitation of Mr. and Mrs. John Burns. Introduced 
to Lieut. -Col. Thompson of the Royal Scots. Drew from 
Mr. Underwood (U.S. Consul) a promise to get me the 
statistics of the State of Massachusetts. . . . On Thursday, 
4th. at Sir James Bain's. A most sumptuous entertain- 
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ment . . Wrote Sir Joseph Hooker in anticipation 

of the opening of the Kent Road School, on the site of 
the old Botanic Garden, and had a meeting, preliminary 
(Dr. Joshua Paterson in the chair), about Dr. Somerville. 
The meeting inclined to a portrait by a first-rate artist. 
A most protracted winter, snow during the night 
and severe frost this morning. 

March 13. — ... In the forenoon had to speak 
at the meeting of the " Cumberland " Training Ship in the 
Market Hall ; quite at a loss what to say ; referred to 
Southey's Nelson and gave the boys a copy of it. Probably 
referred too freely to my father having run away to sea, 
and to the "' Herefordshire," and the unexpected coincidence 
of meeting a gentleman who had sailed in her, at Mr. 
Ewing's at dinner. Some people seemed pleased. I would 
have been quite happy to be less prominent ... At 
the Presbytery meeting from 1 2 till 4.30 on Thursday, 1 tth, 
listening to the discussion of the overture on proposals 
affecting the Constitution of the Established Church. . , . 
The idea to my mind was that there was a party who had 
committed themselves to carry the voluntaries along with 
them in their desire for union, and that they must get rid 
of State support to do so, and that the present Establish- 
ment was the obstruction. Mr. Scrymegeour and Dr. 
Candlish practically admitted that there was no trusting 
to the interpretation of Acts of Parliament, and that after 
falling in with such an arrangement as Mr. Finlay's Bill, 
the difficulty might again arise and force on another dis- 
ruption. The Free Church, in my judgment, should let 
the Established Church get the Bill securing the interpreta- 
tion of statutes in favour of spiritual independence. It 
Is churlish to refuse it to that church if it wants it It 
may be an uncertain possession, as Principal Douglas brought 
out, from the democratic preponderance of political opinion 
in the country, or rather the tendency in that direction. 
I think that the Church of Christ will not be welded to- 
gether till the yelp of the wolf drives the flock of Christ 
ti^^cthcr for mutual protection. The door in Providence, 
in my judgment, has not been opened to pull down the 
^Jistablishment. It is doing good— let it alone. There 15 
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substantial union without incorporation. , . , Surprised 
to get an invitation to attend a mass meeting of unemployed 
on Glasgow Green to-morrow (Sunday) at 4.30. Who 
could think of me as likely to sympathize with the Social 
Democratic Federation ? 

March r 5. — . . . Saw Mr. Kennedy, and consulted 
about Lord MoncrielTs visit on 27th. . The news- 

papers to-night indicate difficulties in the Cabinet about the 
Irish question. 

March 20. — . . . Busy all day with circular about 
Dr. Somerville's portrait. . . . Received a very pleasing 
note from Sir J. D. Hooker about his father and his relation 
to the old Botanic Garden, I think on the 17th inst. ; I 
intend to make use of it when the Kent Road School is 
opened formally. . , . Went in the evening to the 
Archseological Society ; J. O. Mitchell read a paper on 
James Stirling, mathematician, who was presented with 
a silver kettle by the River Trust about 17 50. 

March 25. — Thankful to have got two engagements over. 
At the Bellshill Bazaar at 12 o'clock, in the Crown Halls; 
said a few words in opening it about Bothwell Haugh, 
Bothwell Bridge, Orbiston, and Oft'cn the socialist. I hope 
the Rev. W. M'Donald's efforts to clear off debt may be 
successful. He needs j^Soo. The people apparently pleased 
to see me. Handed round six purses with fifteen shillings 
in each. ... A favourable sketch (not sarcastic nor 
hostile) of myself in the periodical Fairplay of 20th March. 
Quite inaccurate, however, in many particulars. Gave Colin 
Brown my subscription for Dr. Somerville's picture. 

March 27. — Yesterday went to the dinner to Professor 
Veitch. Glad I went, as the numbers were .so few. On 
the whole the meeting fitted to do good to the [Archaeo- 
logical] Society- Referred to the printing of the deed in 
1856 ; part of the Town's title to the Sub-Dean Mill, date 
1446, and to the circumstances of the times when the 
Society was cradled on 3rd March. 1855. 

April 2.— . . . Ascertained that the two Egyptian 
boys in Anderston Public School, who got prizes for com- 
plete attendances, were Mahommedans, but getting all the 
advantages of Christian education not only in school but 
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in Sunday Schools. . . . Received from Mr. Under- 
wood (U. S. Consul) the State papers of Massachusetts as 
to wa^es and prices since 1752. 

April 3. — Definitely declined to have any- 

thing to do with the proposal of a portrait as a present 
from friends in Free St James's, Michael Connal's 
[Mauritius] daughter played at a concert last night in 
Hillhead Burgh Hall, given on behalf of the unemployed 
at Partick. 

April 9. — Mr. Gladstone's Home Rule Scheme unfolded 
in a three and a half hours' speech ; 1 have read it so far 
as to see the drift of it. He does not realize that he is 
placing the country at tlie feet of the disloyal and the 
fanatical. Mr. Trevelyan's speech good ; Ireland will 
become a poor country ; capital will flee from it. His 
safeguards as to checking extravagance in measures by an 
Irish Parliament, mere withes of straw. They will agitate, 
agitate, until every barrier is thrown down, and then there 
will be bloodshed and civil war. It is a dark time ; it is 
a crisis. M r. Gladstone does not realize that in the 
government of Ireland he has to contend with a religio- 
political power — Catholic emancipation as to Parliamentary 
powers, apart from freedom of conscience as to worship, 
has proved itself a snare and a suicidal step. 
Mr. Forster's death sad— a great man fallen. Was 
privileged to discuss with him along with others in his 
own house about the Education Secretaryship question. 
Mr. John Poison of Paisley sent me his printed sheet 
about George's views as to the Land question, and as to 
crime in Ireland. Collecting material for the visit of 
Lord Moncrieff on 24th inst, I was surprised at finding 
myself portrayed in the periodical Fairplay of 20th March 
under the heading " Clydeside Cameos." A sketchy kind 
of thing, and inaccurate. On 5 th April invited by Joseph 
Somerville to take the chair at a meeting to start a 
Microscopical Society. Suggested Professor M'Kendrick. 
Very much concerned at the legislation afloat as to school 
fees remitted by School Boards, The danger is not 
obvious, but it paves the way to Free Education. 

April 1 7. — Went to Gorbals School, where the City 
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Education Endo\vnient Board had a competitive examina- 
tion. Saw 160 young persons in one room, the divisions 
being put back so as to make three rooms into one. 
Very much affected with the sight The examination hall 
of the Hutcheson Grammar School presented a fine 
appearance, filled with young people. 

Mr. Menzies, Dr. Kerr, Dr. F. L, Robertson, ail busy 
with the arrangements being satisfactorily carried out. 
What will be the effect of this system on the rising 
youth of the city when more fully developed, and more 
amply supplied with resources? 

April 24. — Went to Kent Road School with my papers 
and Mss. as to the locality. Introduced to Lord Mon- 
Crieff. Spoke to him about the suppers on Sunday night 

at old Sir Henry MoncriefTs when N 's mother went 

with her father to them. He wished to be introduced 

to N , but she had left the room and had gone ' 

away to the Queen's Rooms. He told me an amusing 
story about Cockburn being at one of these suppers, and 
hearing when at prayers the click of the meat-jack and 
being more interested in that. Read my Mss. rapidly, 
and illustrated it by the oil portrait of Hopkirk and the 
plant from the Botanic Garden, being the first plant 
that flowered in it (a stone plant), the Strelitsia Regina. 
In the Queen's Rooms sat beside Lord Moncrieff. His 
address an extremely interesting one as to the steps 
which led to the measure of 1872. I think that the 
meeting has been a successful one. At luncheon in the 
Grand Hotel ; Mr. Cuthbertson got over the whole pro- 
ceedings very well. On Tuesday, 20th, at High School 
Committee. At Tract and Book Society of Scotland in 
Christian Institute on Thursday, 22nd. Had Mr, Graham 
from School Board Office on Thursday night to take 
down in shorthand what I had to say about Kent Road 
SchooL At the Board in committee on that day gave 
. . . a wipe that may likely lead to coolness, but 
what I said may do good. Helped by A. M'Donald, 
Mr. Ballan, David Murray, Mr. Weir of the Trades' 
House, J. Guthrie Smith, Sir D. Hooker, W. H. Hill, in 
preparing my paper for the Kent Road School. 
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"This is young Glasgow" [I thought], 
play-ground of Crookston School, and saw row upon row 
of boys, apparently well shod and clothed, the children 
of artizans, marching into school. What a blessing this 
Act has been. 

April 28. — . . . Sent Sir Joseph Hooker to-day 
Hopkirk's Memoir. 

May 1. — . . 
sonal attachment 
this tremendous step, 



How the spirit of party and per-J 
Gladstone leads many astray in ' 
unconstitutionally gone about 
keeping the secret to himself and launching it on the 
country without an appeal to the country. We are made 
the sport of party. The position for Ireland is a solemn 
one — there may yet be bloodshed. The transference of 
a Protestant minority to the domination of a R.C. 
majority cannot be effected peaceably ; it can never be 
anything else than confusion and insubordination. 

May 6. — . . . Before going to the School Board 
met Mr. William Clark at the House of Refuge. Pleased 
with the general aspect of the Institution. There must be 
some way of dealing with lads advancing to maturity 
other than by throwing them together into a reformatory. 
It is all very well from twelve to sixteen ; beyond that 
age amendment of life is beset with temptation to insubor- 
dination, Visited Stirling's Library officially. , . Did 
not get to Edinbui^h to the opening of the Exhibition \fjf 
Prince Albert Victor, though a grand card of invitation 
was sent me, . , . Went to James Whyte, photographer, 
37 Jamaica Street, who has enlarged a photograph of me 
and coloured it It is not unlike, but the expression is 
distressed- i suggested the softening of a muscle of the 
cheek. 

May tj. — ... At Mr. Renwick's, after consulting 
Mr. J. Guthrie Smith, about printing Stirling Records, and 
decided to go on with it, though guarantee scarcely com- 
plete. Made an exchange for the "Spout" of the 143 
volumes of the Critical Review for 26 works of 
readable character representing 49 volumes, the Rt 
having been sold in mistake to me years ago, in Mr. BWl 
time, Wrote Sir Joseph Hooker about Dr. Walker Anw 
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M<jy 20. — Thursday. Grieved to find the rain come on 
about 1 1 o'clock or so. It has continued all day, and I 
have been quite sad at the thought of the young persons 
thus exposed to indifferent shelter at Parkhall, with a cold 
east wind. I had pictured to myself how much enjoyment 
they would have under the freshly bursting trees. 1 have 
prayed not to murmur ; I may not distrust God's goodness 
to them and to myself. It is, however, a part of the 
discipline of this life, It may teach me a lesson of sub- 
mission, to find all preparations cast to the winds. I hope 
that none may suffer by it. . . . Dr. R. Scott Orr's 
death very sudden. It took place on Saturday on his 
return home from seeing his patients in the forenoon. 

May 22 (Saturday). — Attended Dr. Logan's funeral 
to-day — service in St. James' Church. Very much im- 
pressed. Looked at the seat once occupied by my 
uncle. , , . 

May 27. — . . . Met Professor Ramsay about lectures 
on Geography during the winter, by Meiklejohn of St 
Andrews. Dined on the invitation of the Lord Provost 
in the Council Chambers, to meet the Marquis Tseng. 
The dinner a very grand affair. Amongst other dishes , 
there were Bird's Nest Soup and Fricassee of Frogs — the J 
frogs tasted like chicken : I just tasted the dish — nothing 
more. The company very demonstrative of good-will 
towards the strangers. Sir James Watson and Sir William 
Collins spoke. The Marquis Tseng a shrewd- looking man, 
but nothing noble in his appearance. He said a few words, 
and left the speaking to his secretary, who expressed him- 
self very well in English. They may carry away with 
them some fresh ideas as to material progress. Is it likely 
that they will realize the true foundation of our greatness 
as a Christian country? If they shut out the light they 
never will. Sat next the son of Sir Peter Coats from 
Paisley ; talked about Gladstone. As a Liberal he spoke 
as if he had stolen a march upon them. Evidently the 
Liberal party is broken up, whatever efforts may be made 
to heal the wound. Dr. Burns of the High Kirk on my 
right hand. " Auld Langsyne " at the close. On Tuesday 
afternoon went into Edinburgh with N . Went to the 
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breakfast given by the Moderator (Rev. Dr. A. N. SomerviIIe). 

N taken in by the Moderator, and I took the 

Moderator's lady for the day, Mrs. J. C. White. Dr. 
Cairns and Dr. White of Free St George's said a few 
words, and the time was completely up (10.10) when Mr. 
J. C. White finished speaking. Mrs. Knight from Aberdeen 
on my left. We then went to the Exhibition in the 
Meadows. The slopes from the Castle down to Princes 
Street were bright under the sunshine — ^the outline very 
fine. The picture gallery most attractive ; wandered up 
and down the whole leng^, and through some of the 
side rooms. " Old Edinburgh " very good, and the quaint 
appearance of the old guard gave life to the narrow 
street and weird-looking houses. Saw the Commissioner 
make his State visit to the Exhibition. The Seaforth 
Highlanders lined the road — an imposing spectacle. 

June 3. — . . . Met Professor Grant ; he appeared 
much depressed by the aspect of the times and about 
Gladstone's personal influence involving such great social 
changes. As I said, he is sowing dragons' teeth. 

June 8. — Thankful that Gladstone has received a check 
in his mad career. There will be a great deal of trouble 
arising out of this yet ; men cannot commit themselves to a 
policy without braving out their defeat. 

June 1 5. — Yesterday came in from the country laden with 
blossoms, etc. ... In the evening at Mr. Ballantine's 
musical demonstration in Wellington Palace. A very fine 
meeting — eight hundred children. Full account in the 
North British Daily Mail to-day by Lamont, School Board 
teacher. 

June 17. — . . . Replied to Lord Brabazon's note 
about the Metropolitan Public Gardens Association. . . . 

The political turmoil raised by that man agitating society 
to its very depths. The political demonstrations of to-night 
and further on painfully distressing. A leap in the dark 
under personal influence most selfishly exercised. 

June 21. — Came in from the country with Mr. and Mrs. 
Wilson. They have had beautiful weather; the country 
rich in its robes of green. On Friday, i Sth, at the distri- 
bution of prizes of the Springbum Public School. Had a 
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sketch of the monument proposed to be erected to Alexander 
111. in my pocket, and was pleased with the answer of a little 
boy as to the state of Scotland at his death. 

June 25. — At the Delinquency Board at 12. Sent 
Rev. Dr. Wallace MoncriefTs address, . Lord 

Hartington in town to-night; offered by John Muir a 
platform ticket, but declined. Yesterday at the distri- 
bution of prizes of the High School in the Waterloo Rooms. 
. . . Said a few words about a stone in the new 
building commemorative of the jubilee of the reign of the 
Queen, when proposing a vote of thanks to the Lord 
Provost and Magistrates as patrons. The flowers from 
Parkhall gave some style to the lunch. , . Got five 

stones from the old gateway of the College, and sent them 
out to Farkhall. My life may be near an end, 

and yet there are many things I would like to finish up, 

July 2. — Went to Bute Hall, to be present at the 
nomination of Dr. J. A. Campbell as Member for the 
Universities of Glasgow and Aberdeen. There being no 
contest, the meeting very small. Principal Caird presided. 
Dr. M'Kendrick moved, and Dr. Fergus seconded, the 
nomination. Dr. Campbell's speech was in the confident 
tone of one who had secured his seat It was good sense, 
but it was without any claim to eloquence. Thought of 
him as the pushing, steady-going youth in the Logic Class 
in 1841. 

July 5 {Monday). — . . . Voted for Baird in the 
Central District ; the present a momentous time 

July 1 3. — . - , Went out by afternoon train to 
Parkhall. After dinner met William Buchanan, dyke- 
builder, as to placing the old stones of the gateway of the 
College over the bridge at the Bog Bum. This morning 
drove to the Balfron School, thence to vote ; voted for Mr. 
Noel. 

July 19. — Came in from the country to-day. Received 
photographs of Rev, John Russell's tomb from Provost 
Yeliowlees. Sent one of them to Miss ShcrifT, with an 
account of the last moments of Mr. Russell, written by his 
son, J. Russell of Muthill, in my mother's handwriting. 
Mr. Thomson, Dollar, sent back the letters relating to my 
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father's tomb at Obia. He may yet, through his Indian 
friends, be able to identify it . . . Pleased with the 
position of the stones at the Bog Bum ; one atone gilded is 
a capital, taken from one of the pillars of the City Bank. 

July 20. — Opened my mother's box ; no one now to 
tell me the mementoes of the little treasures she had in it — 
ornaments, etc. I had not the heart to open it since her 
death. 

July 27. — Received a note from Sir J, Hooker with 
drawing of Hopkirk's Cottage at Helensburgh, originally 
sketched by W. D. Hooker. Distributed twenty copies of 
Rev. P. Muirhead's sketch of Ure of Shirgarton and his 
times. Sent copies to the tenants at Amgomery. Con- 
sidered with Wilson scheme of the commissioners of the 
Logan and Johnstone Bequest. . . Sabbath day calm, 

but overcast and threatening. Monday morning the out- 
line of the hills magnificent, the colour blue, almost indigo. 
An account, not strictly accurate, in Stirlingshire Advertiser 
about Mr. Russell's tomb restored. It brings me too much 
into prominence, and confuses Mr. Russell's relation to 
Mr. Grant. Committed myself to Bailie Dunlop to put 
in a window in St. David's to the Leckies of Broich, 

August 2. — Went to the opening of Alexander's School 
under the School Board. A very unpleasant meeting. 
The people in the district not prepared for free education 
being done away with, and apparently taken by surprise. 
U shows the effect of training a community in dependence — 
the whole thing has been a school of unthrift — a charity 
school in the worst sense. On 30th at a Finance meeting 
of School Board. 

August 9. — . . . Heard by letter from H. G. 
Henderson that William Wright had passed away on 
Friday night at IO.45. ... He was unconscious from 
about five o'clock, but no particular suffering marked his 
end. The funeral to be on Wednesday. A paragraph in 
the newspapers about " Pin Wright" "... On Thurs- 
day, 5th, went down to Greenock to be present at opcnii^ 
of James Watt Dock. Very much at a loss what to say- 
having been a.sked to propose the toast as to the trading, 
' See Appendix. 
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interests of Greenock. Went on board the " Meg Merri- 
lees " at 2.30 or so ; got on board the " Otterburn " and 
sailed into the dock. The whole affair very magnificent. 
Came back, and at the dinner sat between M. H. Shaw 
Stewart, M.P., and Mr. Finlayson, late M.P. Got a very 
cordial welcome on rising to .speak, and got through what 
I had to say ; some expressed themselves pleased with 
what I said, and the newspapers took notice of it. 

August 17. — . . . Looking forward to going to 
Edinburgh to-morrow. Surprised that 1 am one of the 
twenty guarantors selected to go and dine with the 
Executive Committee. 

August 20. — Went into Edinburgh by train on Wednes- 
day, l8th, leaving at 1 1.30. . . . Introduced to Sir 
William Muir {in a robe with stars) by Rev. Dr. M'Gregor; 
introduced myself to Dr. Cameron Lees. . . The 

Archers took up the line of view and obscured the pro- 
cession. . . . Saw Lord Aberdeen in a green coat, 
Sir Henry Ponsonby and Lord Cross — yesterday Sir 
Richard Cross. The whole affair over in twenty minutes, 
after waiting till 4.20. Walked round the Exhibition with 
Dr. M'Gregor. Wyllie Guild in full court dress, and looked 
well. Met Mrs. Cooper, Ballindalloch, and examined some ] 
old lace. At dinner sat beside Mr. Glen and Bailie 
Coulstoun. . Talked about the Browns of Ashley, 

Left before dinner toasts Bnishcd. . . . Got home 
very wearied by 1 2 o'clock. . . . Heard John Morison 
address pupil teacher candidates with much interest on 
Thursday at i o'clock. 

August 23. — Came into town to-day with Sir Charles 
Stirling, Glorat Got tickets for him and his son for the 
Colonial and Indian visitors meeting on Thursday and 
Friday. 

August 27. — Came home to-night after a most enjoyable 
day in accompanying the Colonial and Indian visitors in 
a sail in the " lona"; the weather was all that could be 
desired, — dull, yet with occasional gleams of sunshine ; sea 
smooth, and a refreshing gentle breeze: The boys of the 
" Cumberland " manned the yards — a fine sight The 
mountain peaks very clear all round ; Arran particulaHy 
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so. The flush of the heather on the hills in pasang 
the Kylcs of Bute so beautiTul, that I diveitcd 
moment Gairdner's (the banker) attention to it, wbe 
cussing the silver question with John Muir and 
others. 

September lo. — Drove with N to the corn 

very creditable affair. Mr. Sneddon and his 

it as performers. The time and melody of the clas 

good. Mrs. Wilson, Auchineck, Mr. Merle, and a 

representation of the neighbours. Lady Orr Ewir^, 

Duncan, Mr. Blackburn, etc. Did not get home til 

fully. Said a few words, to which I was helped by 

Brown. 

September I4_ — The house in Pitt Terrace* a diffied^ 

I have half committed myself to entenatn At 

purchase of it I think it may come to be apprecuted- 

it is a landmark of the family — without it the family b& 

no visibility in Stirling. 

September 21. — Wrote Mrs. Blackburn, KJlleam, thaoki^ 
her for having printed my speech at the musical dcnwnftn- 
tion. Wrote Miss Buchanan about the Mission pnpoljr 
in Balfron, and sent her Mrs. Buchanan's note of Api 
1 86 1, asking me to be a trustee; the titles ha\'c gov 
amissing. Had to tell the Permissive Bill people . . . 
a bit of my mind — 1 said that carried out to iu legitinstt 
consequences it involved a species of social tyranny, and 
that the intemperate advocacy of the cause litcnllj 
made me wriggle. They may not be the worse of 
an opinion that may check indiscretion. 

September 2 2. — Went to Kinross this morning 

N . Reminded of the time long ago (1827) 

I was under Mr, Browning, when passing TillicoHltiy. 
Saw other well-known places. Reached Kinross about II. 
received a welcome from Mrs. Williamson. Called ac 
Mrs. Beveridge. Pleased with the comfort they are both M 

September 27. — Read about the dreadful calamity at 
Loch Fyne side, in the blast at the quarries on Sattudir 
last. On Thursday evening, having received tqf 

'This house belonged to Sir Michael's maternal rmndfillni 
Wright of Broom. 
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telegram an invitation from the Lord Provost to meet 
Count Saigo and the Japanese gentleman accompanying 
him. induced Mr. Nicol (Chamberlain) to invite Mr. Dyer, 
who was professor of engineering at Tokio, in Japan, to 
the dinner. ... It turned out that he knew Count 
Saigo, and his speech in reply to his health being drunk 
was the most interesting there. Rather favourably im- 
pressed with the young men. . . Mr. Andrew 
Cunningham's death took place on Friday — Depute Town 
Clerk. There dies with him a great deal of information 
connected with the city records which he did not jot 
down for those who were to come after him. 

October 4 {Monday). — Came in from the country; the 

trees in the pony's field golden yellow. Brought flowers 

into town, and sent a package of heather to London. 

Old John Graham of Skelmorlie died suddenly 

to-day at ninety years of age. 

October 7. — Returned from Larbert at 6,20 or so. 
Travelled with Lord Egerton of Tatton. So far as I could 
make out, there accompanied him Mr. Black, secretary ; 
Mr. Edmund Johnson, Dr. Armitage, Mr. Akkers, and two 
clergymen interested in deaf and dumb children. Lord 
Egerton of Tatton a fine, frank, handsome man of forty-eight 
years of age or so, apparently pleased with the Institution. 
Much interested in the conversation of Dr. Armitage. We 
talked of houses for the poorer classes, about lodging houses, 
evening classes, the London Polytechnic, about total 
abstinence societies, about the societies for the distribution 
of charity amongst the out-door blind in London, and how 
Poor Law Boards withdrew support, and then had to renew 
it when they found the voluntary distributions ceased. 
No difficulty in checking the distribution tickets; out of 
two thousand, at a given time of examination, only two or 
three tickets wanting. He api>ears to have a seat some- 
where in Ireland. He is so blind as to use an instru- 
ment with which he punctures a sheet of paper and raises 
characters on it, thus taking notes. Mr. Edmund Johnson 
was brought up a medical man, and was tutor to a blind 
Lord Salisbury ; he was at Hatfield when the present 
Lord Salisbury was eleven years old. He said the Premier 
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was a man of very powerful mind. . , . A gi 
deal of the crops out — a source of regret in the absence of 
seasonable weather. . . Saw aunt to-day. Mrs. 

Burnley Campbell and her little boy with her. Aunt gave 
me my uncle's eye-glass; she said she thought I would 
value it. 

October 1 8. — A busy day ; wrote out a few remarks for 
the meeting of the poor children's dinner-table, at which I 
had to preside at 2. A fair meeting, principally of ladies. 
Referred to the Queen of Greece being amongst the out- 
casts of Paris, and to Dr. Chalmers (22nd September, 1S40) 
about the management of the poor in the parish of St. 
John's. ... At the thanksgiving service to-night in 
the church. Mr. Hall referred to breaking the alabaster 
box of ointment in the lifetime of our friends. 

October 30. — . . . On Tuesday went most reluc- 
tantly to the Young Men's Guild meeting — Lord Balfour 
in the chair. Heard A. Orr Ewing, Dr. Marshall Lang, and 
Dr. Charteris, . . . D. Bryce, bookseller, gave me the 
opportunity to glance at the MS. of his new book. Quaint 
Bits still existing in Glasgow. 

November 6. — . . . Rather annoyed than flattered 
at the notice taken of me in Mr. Marshall's pamphlet on 
SeeVHclary Education. 

November 22. — On Friday, 1 9th, at Academical Club 
dinner in the Academy — Mr. John A. Spens in the chair; 
had a difficult part to play in my reply to a toast. They 
all feel very sore about the High School competition and 
the School Board of Govan movement. . . . Had a 

call from ; he has got himself into a wrong position. 

But there is no use arguing with a Highlander; they are 
impulsive, subtle, and violent 

November 27. — . . . Went, though most reluct&ntly, 
from want of sleep all Thursday and Friday, to Sir 
Charles Warren's lecture in Queen's Rooms ; was introduced 
to him. 

December 15. — ... At a Finance meeting at 
1,30, and at 3 at the opening of the Seaman's Institute at 
200 Broomielaw. The meeting an earnest one ; I felt 
interested in it as benefiting a class to which my heart 
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warms. I am struck with the value to the community of 
someone making such an institution a hobby ; it is beyond 
the power of one man to work at everything. Apparently 
I am more than ever settling down to two or three things. 

December 18 {Saturday), — ... I did not attend 
any of the meetings of the Protestant Convention, but I 
told Mr. W. C. Maughan on Thursday that he was taking 
a bombshell into his hand in having had to do with it. 

December 25. — Received from W. Connal, 

Jun., a photograph from the picture, in his possession, of my 
grandmother, Marion Connal.^ It recalls a great many 
things — the old house off the Broad Street — her patient 
sitting in her chair in the dining-room — the jam and cream 
— the old servants, Janet and Mary — my mother's visits to 
her — the bedroom, with its windows overlooking the Forth 
and the Ochils. ... On Monday, 20th, dined with 
the Judges, Lords Young and Craighill, at 8 o'clock in 
George Hotel. Lord Craighill sent me a kind note apart 
from the official one. Bums Kidston there; J. Millar and 
he went to Tillicoultry fifty-six years ago. I was there in 
1827. 

^Marion Glas married Michael Connal, 1775. 
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January l. — ... At a meeting of Finance General 
Endowment Board on Thursday at 2,30, Dr. Robertson 
appears to have remarkable aptitude for business. 

January 8. — . . . Met yesterday morning, out of 
courtesy, Mr. Stewart Parker, M.P., Mr. Cochrane- Patrick, 
Mr. Finlay, Dr. Craik, in the School Board rooms before 
they examined witnesses as to the Normal Schools, . . 
On Wednesday evening, Jth instant, took R. L. Ewing to 
the Cathedral to see it lighted up with gas. Dr. A. L. 
Peace and a choir conducted the recital of oi^an and 
sacred music. The old pile, in the dark winter night, in 
its solitary grandeur, was for the time being a music hall. 
The carvings and proportions of the buildings beautifully 
brought out. 

While the soft gentle tones of the instrument were fol- 
lowed by swelling volumes of sound that seemed to shake 
the venerable building, I thought of those lying outside near 
and dear to me. . The thought of the eternal world 

lifted me above the surroundings. 

January 13. — , . . Much solemnized by Lord 
Iddesleigh's sudden death yesterday, when calling on Lord 
Salisbury. Taken away at the very time when moderate 
counsels needed. Oh ! the madness of political partizanship. 
. . , Bought James Robertson's life (of Newington). 
It carried me back fifty-nine years. 

January 18. — Returned the scrap book about Stirling, 
lent me by J. C. Gibson ; very interesting. . . Yester- 

day at the Stirlingshire Dinner in the Grand Hotel — Ex- 
Provost M'Onie in the chair ; about seventy present. 
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Produced the Slirling Borough Records, the first sped 
volume: All apparently interested. . . Sent < 

evergreens to the poor cripple, Margaret Fergus, b 
Pootliouse, 

Janmary 22. — ... In Harpct^s Weekly, Jan 
8th, found & woodcut of Right Rev. Horatio Potter. ] 
late bishop of New York. He died on 2nd Jan 
last, aged eighty-four. I think I can detect the I 
ments of bis countenance. I remember his vA 
Ufl in 1838, in Dixon Street . . . Sent little G« 
L. Ewii^ a great many stamps (foreign). , . . Pl« 
that J. B. Slimon shows his interest in the libmi 
preaentii^ to the "Spout" Sir W. Scott's Works. 

Jamuary 3g. — . . , Endeavouring to get the B« 
Records of Stirling out and distributed. Sent Mr. Mun 
die c(^>y No. i. . . . Spoke to Mr. Grant tt 
about a peripatetic museum to illustrate geography. , 
On Wednesday night, 26th, at the lecture by Sir Ft 
De Winton on "The Congo, Past and Present" The 
map most interesting ; a good lecture. 

February 12. — . . . Very much gratified b>- 
fessor Roberton's invitation to be a guest of the £^ 
of Procurators at the banquet to Lord Coleric^ ot 
24th inst. 

February 19. — . . . Went with N last 1 

to the lecture by Consul Underwood, U.S., on " Longfe 
Lowell, and Holmes," in the Queen's Rooms. Fdt 
I had no time to read, and yet how I might have appred 
their works. I am more a man of action, and yet 
insensible to the portraiture of nature in their creat 
.... In the morning saw the picture, by Noet Pa 
of In Die Malo — the Christian puttii^ on the shieli 
faith. Very fine in conception. 

February 24. — Went to tfie Fine Arts Exhttntion to- 
Struck most with the landscape ($68) "Sunshine 
Shadow," by Thomas Hunt, Arran ; and then l^ (r 14) " 
Lord of the Mists," by J. A. Aitken — an eagle sailii^f an 
the mist that shrouds a mountain. Went to the mee 
about the Jubilee subscription lists ; very few present ; I 
have aimed too high, in my judgment 
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February 26. — ... At Professor Meiklejohn's 
lecture this morning on " The Ocean." . . . Attended 
meeting of Ladies' Jubilee Offering— Lord Provost in the 
chair; Sir W. Thomson. Dr. D. M'Lcod. I think that the 
meeting looked interested, and I hope it may be successful 
In some measure relieved by Dr. M'Laren's report ; while 
avoiding over-fatigue, prepared to go forward with cheerful 
hopefulness to work. Rev. Dr. M'Leod spoke to me at 
the ladies' meeting that 1 should take a note, with a view to 
publication, of the out-of-the-way materials that I sometimes 
bring forward. I think that others over-estimate their 
interest. Still I may some day get time to collate some- 
thing worth preservation. Impressed with the thought that 
my days are swifter than a weaver's shuttle. Read over 
the notes I have taken from 1st January to .ist May. They 
enable me to recall what otherwise would have been for- 
gotten. 

February 28. — . . Received a letter from P. F. 

Connal-Rowan, from Algiers — hopeful. ... At the 
meeting in Merchants' Hall at 2 — Professor Drummond 
in the chair. Rev. R. P. Ashe, from Uganda, gave some 
information about the causes more or less intimately con- 
nected with the murder of Bishop Hannington. 

Marck 5. — . Mrs. Erskine Murray and her 

family provided the instrumental music at the flower 
show. 

March 1 2. — . . . Examined in Corporation Galleries 
the design for Exhibition building. Thought a good deal of 
Bishop's Palace motto. 

March 24, — . . . Accepted the invitation of Provost 
Yellowlees and Magistrates, etc., to the unveiling of the 
Connal window on the 31st March.' It is unexpected, this 
conferring of the freedom of the borough on William Connal 
of Solsgirth. If conducted modestly the community may 
embrace an opportunity to recall the names of old citizens 
for tlic good of those rising up around us. It is not seemly 
to forget those who have passed away. 

' Window put in West Church. Stirling, by William ConiuJ ol 
Sobgirth, in memory of bis father, Patrick Connal, and grand&ther, 
Michael Connal. 



258 



DtARV 



March 26.— Thankful to get home. After leaving J 
Court yesterday, Mr. Gray put into my hands the fra 
of the town of Stirling to Robert Colt, advocate, ( 
1678. A fine large seal ; — traced something aboo! t 
from Fountainhall's notes, and Rogers on the Colt I 
Coutts family. ... So knocked up as scarcely la I 
able to speak. The Botanic Garden a dreadfully <i 
whelming problem. Met Robert Macfie of Airds on j 
street to-day — as youthful as ever. 

March 29. — -Two days of constant employment 
At Mr. Renwick's at 10.30 about Sir R. Colt's fro 
the Bui^h of Stirling. . . . Missed Callum's Ska 
Glasgow at the public auction — very scarce, 

March 31. — Went to Stirling, Found my wajf I 
Mary's Wynd— went up to grandmother's house, but e 
not get admission. Wandered up the Broad Stn 
good many people assembled at the church (Dr. Gih 
and his daughters ; William Connal's three sons-in 
The ceremony attending the unveiling the window 1 
well managed. A large body of people in the 1 
Mr. Underwood, U.S. Consul, there. Before passii^ j 
the Guild Hall, Provost Yellowlees showed 
Russell's tombstone. Guild Hall ancient-looking. Pro 
in his robes, W. Connal on his right and I on his I 
Apparently the ceremony was appreciated. Saw 
130 poor folks at dinner enjoying the hospitality i 
W, Connal. . . . The lunch rather prolonged for sodi 
an early hour of the day. Rather sad that his [Williini 
Connal's] five sons were absent — scattered over the worii 

April 6, — On Monday at St. James" Street School io 
the morning. The little things running like ants up thi 
hill. . . , 

April 9. — Wrote Andrew Stewart of the Peoples Fnad 
as to a show of wild flowers. 

April 12.— Presided at three at Stirling's Library Me* 
ing. Mr. Underwood, U.S. Consul, there, and made m 
elevated speech in tone and manner. Dr. Dickson of the 
College said a few words. . . . On Sabbath, toth, 

went with N in the afternoon to St Andrew's Hallt j 

Hoisted on to the platform. Dr. Donald ! 
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to the Boys' Brigade, — about 1500 boys present, ; 

1000 of an audience — a fine sight, J, Carfrae Alston, 

the Brigade President, took the lead. 

April 16. — Very tired. . . . but very thankful that 
I have it in my power to show hospitahty. 

April 21. — At the Book and Tract Society for China 
Meeting. . . . Expressed the hope that Dr. M'Kendrick's 
Manual on Physiology may yet be translated into Chinese. 
. . . Principal Brown and his daughter left us on 
Tuesday morning. Very much gratified with their visit, 

April 23. — Distributed prizes in Highland Society 
Schools, Very much pleased with the appearance of the 
children — some beautiful countenances. . . . One little 
boy M'Innes from lona, grandson of the old postman 
who ferried the mail across to Mull. . Grieved at 

the news of Walter Paterson's death. . Pleased to 

find that W. H. Hill is to be made LL.D. 

April 30.— At the annual meeting of the Orphanage 
at Whiteinch at 3. , . . Struck with hedges coming 
out, and glided into saying something about the spring- 
time of life. Wandered home through the West End 
Affected yesterday with the sight of flowers in a 
when going to Larbert by 9.10 train. . . Sent 

ii^e Gray photograph of the Stirling Freedom of Burgh 
1678. , , , The Stirling Burgh Records favourably 
spoken of by the Atkenaum of i6th April, and by Cochran- 
Patrick in Friday's Herald ( 1 9th) in his Archa;ological 
article. 

May 4. — Read in New South Wales paper of i8th 
February the account of the marriage of J. S. Connal (John 
Connal's son) to Miss Routlcdge, sister to Honourable 
Arthur Routledge, M.P., Attorney- General of Queensland. 
Monday. 2nd, at 12, at the cutting of the first sod of 
Glasgow International Exhibition ; said a few words as to 

•. Sellars, architect. 

May 7. — Went by 9.15 train to Stirling; everything 

:nt off well. Met Mr. Hutchison, of the High School, at 

Bore Stone, who explained the field of battle in an 

iteresting way. Drove with the Convener of the County, 

iir J. G. Maitland, Lord Provost King, and Dr. Roberton 
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to the Smith Institute, . . Had my photograph 

taken in the crowd of the Stirlingshire Charitable and 
Sons of the Rock Society. . . . W. Connal expressed 
solicitude about his son, Connai-Rowan, now at Genoa. 

Drove to Wallace Monument ; a most delightful 
day. The dinner a very successful affair in the Golden 
Lion ; sat directly opposite the spot in Uie Ochils where, 
above the hamlet of Logic, in 1834 or 1835, I climbed 
the mountain, and in its silent solitude lifted up my heart 
to God. Have we not all had such solemn moments? 

Presided at the lecture by ex-Lord Provost Ure on 
" A Month's Excursion amongst the South Sea Islands, Fiji, 
Samoa, etc." 

May 14. — . . . Saw Messrs. Scott and Craig, and 
gathered a few facts about the general features of Pollok- 
shields. Got a most interesting statistical account from 
Alton, clerk of the police burgh of Pollokshields, East 
scarcely able to bring my ideas into shape. Drove c 

with N- • to Stockwell Free Church at 3.15. Received 

by Mr. John Macgregor, minister, and others. Laid the 
foundation stone — a massive block— the jar being deposited 
in the cavity ; said a few words after presentation of trowel, 
Mr. Macgregor and Bailie Dickson painfully complimentary. 
Happy that it was all over as I drove away. . Had 

a letter to-day from Bailie Kinross [Stirling] about 
Provost's chair of 1812,^ Surprised by Provost Yellowli 
intrusting to me the honour of laying the foundation stoi 
of the addition to the High School. Stirling. Lord Balfour 
detained in London, Suggested the young baronet, Stirling 
Maxwell. 

May 1 7 ( Tuesday). — At dinner in Central Hotel 
entertain Dr. J. Collingwood Bruce — Mr. Lindsay 
chair. Sat beside Dr. A. B. M'Grigor, J. Wyllie Guil 
Professor Fei^uson, etc. His lecture most interesting on 
"The Wall of Hadrian," but 1 had to tear myself away to 
show face at the meeting in St. Matthew's Free Church to 
welcome Rev. James Stalker. Mr. Ross Taylor 
Professor Dnimmond veiy good. Accepted, though wil 
much reluctance, the invitation to be patron, with N 

1 Connal (Sir Michael's giandfntherl was I'rovost that year. 
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as patroness, of the Kilbimie Bazaar and Exhibition. 
Declined an invitation addressed to us to breakfast with 
Moderator of Free Church on Friday next. 

May 28.- — -After some things were got over, went out to 
James Webster's, 131 Barrack Street, and gave his wife a 
beautiful book published by the Tract Society on " The 
Queen." I thought that, as the family were about to 
emigrate to Queensland, it might conserve their loyalty. 

. . Went to the laying of the foundation stone of the 
Collins Institute ; saw Mr, Westlands, and was struck with 
his likeness to Sir Richard Cross. Told me he had been 
taken for him in London. . . . Yesterday met Lord 
and Lady Balfour at the Edinburgh train, and spent the 
whole day at Hutchesons' Schools and at Merchants' HalL 
Presided after Mr. Urc as chairman of the General Endow- 
ment Board. Arranged with Mr. Dickson as to distribution 
of circulars about Dr. Somervillc's portrait for presentation 
on Tuesday. On Wednesday heard Lord Chief Justice 
[Coleridge] deliver his lecture. Think the lecture 

injudicious in unsettling ideas as to property. It will bear 
poisonous fruit. The dinner on 26th inst. a grand affair ; 
sat beside Mr. Underwood, U.S. Consul, and Professor 
Gairdner. . . . Industrial School Bill a mischievousthing, 
and the thin end of the wedge as to concurrent endow- 
ment. . . . 

June 2. — Wm. M'Ewan showed me some of the 
entries in the books of the Old Man's Asylum and of 
the Merchants' House. Very much struck with some 
persons on these funds. . What changes in 

the world. ... On Tuesday, 3 1st May, went 
in to Edinburgh, ... Sir Wm. Collins presented 
the portrait (Dr. Somerville). . Dr. Somervillc's 

reply about Job drawing his own portrait, overstrained. I 
am glad that the business has been gone through creditably 
and that it is over, . . . Received an invitation to the 
banquet and reception, l6th June, Queen's Jubilee, . . . 
Went to the meeting at 2 about the Udston Colliery 
accident, in the Council Chambers. The expression of 
sympathy was given, but there was no enthusiasm in 
subscribing. There are "' too many things just now," as 
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Sheriff Berry said to me on leaving the meeting. Still 
is to be hoped that sufficient money may be raised to 
meet the calamity. There may be a feeling as if there 
had been gross carelessness as to light. The conference 
with the School Board raises the question of a national 
system of Education. The Government are cramping the 
development of the Scotch Act of 1872. A good many 
things to depress me. yet great mercy. Most solicitous 
about the scheme of Income and Expenditure for 1887-1888 
— School Board. 

June 9. — To-day (Thursday) a painfully anxious day 
about the School rate. It was most painful to have to 
face those who would destroy the whole aim of the School 
Board. Mr. M'Ginn's speech carefully prepared. Cripple 
the resources of the Board and destroy all the buoyancy of 
the policy to raise and maintain the standard of Education. 
. . Parkhall bright with rhododendrons, laburnums, 

and hawthorns. ... I want the buoyancy 1 once had, 
and although the place is full of sweet associations to me, 
somehow i look upon it as if I had it not ; 1 thought the 
possession of it at one time such an object. This must 
indicate a change going on in my mind. . . . Met 
W. Connal yesterday, apparently affected about his son — 
wished he could get him home — confined to bed at Genoa 
from pleurisy, very sad. Met Timothy Host, one of the 
owners of the Udston Colliery ; very much affected by the 
bravery of the resaung party. . . . 

June 10. — Depressed at the unaccountable conduct of 
the young man shunning me. . . . 

June 13. — The old cow-shed going fast to ruin, the arch 
very unsafe. 

July 22. — I write this at Parkhall. I was at the laying 
of the memorial stone of the Barony Church. Met in the 
old Barony Church — old George Bums there (ninety-two). 
Spoke to him i he made a speecli which took every one 
by surprise by the vigour he displayed. On the i6th June, 
the day following, met along witli the representatives of 
other public bodies in the old Barony Church, and walked 
in procession to ttic Cathedral, where the Jubilee services 
were conducted. . . Mr. J, N. Cuthbertson to be 
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Icnighted. On 1 8th, opening up the springs on Grotto 
Walk ; the sky was overcast and yet the barometer at fair. 
Very thankful that the "Spout" lads have enjoyed such good 
weather at Callander. Heard of Connal-Rowan ; no hope. 

July 23. — I have had solemn thoughts in the warnings 
and advice of the medical men that I must, at my time 
of life, take it more easily and be more careful. I have 
been very much gratified by the sympathy shown me. 
Heard from R. L. Ewing about the inquiries made 
as to my father's grave, and thanked Mrs. Thomson for the 
map pointing out the situation of Obia or Ubya. There 
is no inducement, from the spot being now Jungle, to pro- 
secute inquiries any further. 

July 29. — Opened the Wild Flower Show at 12 in the 
Waterloo Rooms — a very successful meeting. Sir James 
Watson, Mr. Andrew Macgeorge, and Sir J. N. Cuthbertson 
there. Probably a full report may appear in the PeopUs 
Friend. 

July 30. — Went this morning to Gargunnock, What a 
fine day ; what splendid mountain outlines. Arrived at 
Meiklewood about 11. The little boy, George Francis 
Connal-Rowan playing in the avenue attended by his 
nurse. Struck by the style of the place. Dr. John M'Leod, 
Govan, there. Saw Frank asleep, . but 

on the point of leaving about 2.15 p.m. saw him when 
awake. Shook hands twice. His mind appears to have 
been prepared for a change. I said, " Look to Christ, the 
Lamb of God that taketh away the sins of the world." 
Dr. M'Leod and 1 exchanged thoughts as we drove off 
tc^ethcr ; how sad, how unexpected. I said, "We are here 
to learn lessons for Eternity." I have felt it my duty to 
make out this visit 

July 3 I C Sabbath morning). — N called ray attention 

to the old pony, Fanny ; not able to stand on its feet when 
raised up. A relic of the past when my mother was here 
How sad, everything passing away. . . . 

August I. — ... On Thursday, Wm. Mitchell sent 
Scotch thistles, grasses, and heather to the Wild Flower 
Show. . . . Mr. Mason met me in the tramcar, and, as 
a naturalist, was favourable to it. . . . Buried (Fanny) 
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the little pony beside the rhododendrons 
garden hedge this morning. Yesterday, after 
put an end to the suffering. It was ver>' 
necessary — poor faithful little thing. She was 
about a week or so ago. The fferaid this moming 
tained the notice of Frank ConnaURowan's death, 
took me by surprise. He spoke to his wife quite i 
lectedly at 8.15 or so, and taking a bad turn aftenrn* ' 
died at about 9.30. 

August 9. — Went this morning- to Larbert. Plea»ij«4 
the aspect of the Institution, with the new lodge and lb 
new entrance. Struck with the beauty of the Oditls. Ik 
lights and shadows on them revealing the gullies away ^ 
near their summits. Thought of all God's goodneoloiK 
I have known these hills for si.xty years. . . . Fcidq; 
5th, went to the Killeam Cattle and FloAver Show. T«i 
up on the road a poor girl from Glasgow on her way t» 
it, but with little money, deformed in her right hand— 
and also George Lennie. Mr. David Wilson, Jib. 

presided, and made a very good and appropriate .tpetA 
I gave "The Judges." On Thursday (4th Aug.) left Glasgo* 
after being at Frank Connal-Rowan's funeral, u-hich ivk 
place in the Necropolis at 4 o'clock ; the body having been 
brought from Meiklewood; young Willie Connal accompuijr- 
ing it in a carriage with four horses all the way. I took 
the fourth side of the coffin when lowering the body into 
the grave. I really do not know who assisted along »Tti 
me. I prayed, and have done so frequently, that the tri*l 
may be blessed to all of them— it is a very sad blow. . . - 

August I 5. — Heard from Sir J. N. Cuthbertson how k 
got on at Osborne to-day, when at the monthly meetfaf 
of the School Board. 

August 22.— Came into town to-day. Attended Mn. 
Balloch's funeral. Felt solemnized ; some of thow in llie 
carriage remarked how old citizens were passing avny; 
more impressed to be ready. On Friday afternoon went 
out to the country. Miss M. Kirkpatrick wHth us. ¥axA 
on going to the Flower Show at Kippen on Saturday. 
Mary Ewing and Miss Kirkpatrick accompanied me. A 
fine clear day. Paid our respects to Mrs. Fi 
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at Amgomery, Walked through the garden and glen, and 
then drove to the farm (Fairfield). Made for 

the graveyard where Mr. Leckie Ewing and his family lie; 
went to the church where the window is (the memorial 
window), and then to the Flower Show, which was very 
creditable. Met Mr. Stewart. Called on Mr. Muirhead 
and his sister, left my card at the Manse (Mr. Moodie's) ; 
came home. 

August 31. — At the laying of the foundation 

stone of the working men's houses. Saltmarket, at 3. 
Unusually hea\y rain, and continuously for an hour or 
so. (Note added in (888.) Unprecedented during twenty 
years in so short a time — see Professor Grant, Glasgow 
Herald, 21st January, 1888. 

September 5.— Colonel John M'Farlan and Mrs. M'F. 
with us from Saturday afternoon. Spent a quiet Sabbath 
Went out on Friday afternoon, watched the cutUng of the 
com ; a remarkable golden colour in the grain of the 

Sep field when seen in contrast with the green foliage 
fthe trees. 

■September 7, — Yesterday went to the Presbytery House 
I said I wa-s the oldest member of session, 

Kreas forty years ago I was the youngest 
\ September 12.— Took a short walk up to the High 
Wood, The twenty-six acres a blaze of colour with the 
heather in full bloom. 

September 1 3.— . . Sent an apolt^y to Mr. and 

Mrs. Burns. Castle Wemyss, for absence from the fete to 
receive Vice-Admiral Hewitt and Rear-Admiral Rowley of 
the Channel Squadron. 

September 14. — Returned from meeting in 

Free St. James' Hall ; said a few things about nine Troys 
in America, The Troy on the Hudson apparently the 
original Troy. Saw Mr. Underwood, U.S. Consul, about 
it ; he said it was obviously named so by a classical man, 
as there was also a Mount Ida. Then I turned my thoughts 
to ancient Troy, and then to Troas, and the 20th chapter 
of the Acts. The address well got up. 

September 23. — ... I should have only one 
MTt to serve — the good of the cause of Education. 




September 26. — Went to Beith. . . . Met bj i 
carriage which took me to Mr. Cochran -Patrick's &t Ldf^ 
land. Very kindly received. Dro\-e to die UHt 

ings approaching completion on the lands of Marsliilfaii 
being the Spiers School (a secondary school), ^fixe(l 1^ 
the masons on the platform, where the memorial stooe n 
laid with the usual ceremonies. Mr. Cochran- Patrick 
spoke, then Mr. Charles Stewart Parker, M.P,, and then lU 
to say something. The proceedings passed off with gni 
success. , Probably two to three thousand 

present, including children. . . . Swallowed a 
of meat at the dinner that followed, and drove m )b 
Cochran -Patrick's carriage to the station, and after a 
journey, in a dark night, arrived at Parkhall at 10.10 pB 
Very glad and thankful to get home. . , , Fob 
Stephen Wilson died of pleurisy on Friday night ft 
reminded me more than any man of Longfellow's »t!1i^ 
blacksmith. ... I hear that the flower mmTiBcS 
(initiated loth August) on behalf of Sick Children's H»- 
pital so far a success. . . . 

September 28. — Met Dr. Blackie by appointment tte 
morning ; full of geography being more of a study fa 
commercial men. Talked over the movement he has it 
Mr. Dyer in his article to-day on Tedmi^ 
Education refers to me as saying that the Bill only 
firmed what we were doing. . . . 

October 13. — At School Board meeting; Mr. M'Gin 
R.C. priest, wanting to make mischief about Rev. Robed 
Thomson tearing down the Glasgow Arms on the occasion 
of Lord Balfour's visit. . . Wrote out in the aflff- 

Inoon the notes for the Night Asylum report about RolUnt 
Blacadyr's Institution, . . not far from 350 >Tan 

old. Looking forward with some solicitude to 

the dinner on the occasion of laying the foundation rtoot 
of the new buildings, High School, Stirling ; asked to 
propose Lord Balfour's health in the absence of Prindfol 
Donaldson of St Andrews. . , . Took a drive 
N on Saturday to the Muckle Tree of Blairhodi 
N at Colonel M'Farlan's, Finglen, on Wednesday 
October 1 2. We came into town on Monday, loth. 
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Distributed our last flowers for the season. On Wednesday, 
5th October, went to Kinross. Mrs. Williamson ninety- 
five years of age next month. . . . Took an affec- 
tionate farewell. Got a glimpse of the loch, and in 
passing looked down into the gorge at the Rumbling 
Bridge. Recalled associations sixty years past, in sweeping 
along by Dollar and Tillicoultry, by the foot of the Ochils. 
Spent the night at 3 Pitt Terrace (Stirling). Next day, 
at 1 1, took the oath as a J.P. before Sheriff 
Buntine — Mr. Bolton, Jun., and Captain Bum-Murdoch, 
Royal Dragoons, Aldershot, subscribed the parchment. 
At the dinner in the hotel (St. Enoch's) on Friday, 
30th September. High School Club — ^Mr. Gourlay, Bank 
of Scotland, in the chair. On the right Dr. Dickson, and 
I on the left : Mr, Vary Campbell and Dr. Marshall Lang 
next me. Gave the toast of the Lord Provost and Magis- 
trates. Have seen about thirty Lord Provosts. A successful 
meeting. Met Lord Balfour at the High School, Elmbank 
Street. At 1 1.30 lunched at Sir J. N. Culhbertson's, and 
then sat on the platform next Dr. Marshall Lang, to hear 
Lord Balfour's address, in the Waterioo Rooms. 
The jubilee of the Night Asylum for the Houseless at 3. 
Exhibited the parchment of Rolland Blacadyr's foundation — 
a night asylum long ago. 

October 15.— Went to Stirling yesterday by g.20 train; 
went to county meeting. So far interested in seeing men 
whose names are household words ; shook hands with old 

Sir William Edmonstone. Took lunch with F ; 

walked with Dr. M'Laren up to High School ; met Mr. 
Moodie of Kippen ; shook hands with Lord and Lady 
Balfour, Henry Campbell - Bannerman, Gilbert Beith, etc. 
Took part in the ceremony of laying the foundation stone 
of the High School. At the dinner sat next Provost 
Yellowlees and John Ramsay ; had to propose Lord 
Balfour's health. Not very sure if I was successful ; referred 
to the supporter of his coat-of-arms being an otter. Came 
home very wearied. The outlines of the hills magnificent 
— clear, but cold. ... I would seek grace to confess 
Thee ; I would seek to consecrate myself to Thy service. 
VOclober 25. — . . Went out on Friday night, cold 



E.701 



269 




November 26. — Sent lOO copies of Lord Balfour's address 
on " Secondary Education " to Mr. Robert M'Luckie, Stirling, 
for distribution, agreeably to my promise when at the 
orial stone ceremony of the High School at Stirling. 
It is singular that in the Stirling Journal of 

th November our family name crops up twice — the 
name of Patrick Connal as a banker, helping e,\-Bailie Watt 
in his business contracts, under trying circumstances ; and 
my own name as a subscriber to the fountain. 

December 3. — . . . On Sabbath, 27lh ult, between 

sermons, surprised at the views of P and T 

W as to pensions or allowances for length of service. 

It is a great advantage to have a mixture of various 
conditions of life in a cliurch court. The little 

boy, Donald M'Laren, lost on 27th June, found on 28th 
November, high on the hills sloping down into Glen 
Douglas, fully two miles south-east of Arrochar (Loch 
Long). 

Daetnber 10. — At Shepherds' Annual Festival in City 

all — too short an interval for dinner before going down — 
_ [enry Campbell-Bannerman in the chair. Escaped after 
his speech and went to the opening of Dr. F. L. Robertson's 
church house behind St. Andrew's Square (Murdoch's 
School). He aims at a good many objects, all helpful 
church life. His address very good. Mr. Millar (St 
in's) and Mr. Paton (St. Paul's) there, and James M'Ewan. 
This afternoon at the Weaving School, Kennedy 
Street, at 4.30. Fifty-seven present ; most interesting. 
Fell, from the icy smoothness on the playground, and did 
not remain long. , . . Very much pleased with the 
extracts in Stirling Journal from the Burgh Records by 
Mrs. Hogg, being a paper read by her at the Archseological 
Society of Stirling. 

December 16. — . . . Men running about and seeking 
money for halls, manses, and missions are overdoing it. 
Saw Mr. Kennedy to-day about commercial education to 
meet Mr. Guthrie's inquiries. No training in speaking 
either French or German. Our sj'stem too bookish. , . . 
Yesterday at Lord Provost's at dinner, and sat beside 
icipal Caird and Sheriff Spens, Sir Geoi^e M'Leod 
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opposite. Darwin's biography talked aboull; 
etc., etc. Philanthropic agencies i 

collecting rents from the poor tenants of | 
superintending the property as to sanitary i 
A man living among such people to show an 

December 22. — -A dark morning ; snow in tl 
a cheerless winter day. . . Went at 

the distribution of prizes and certificates at 
Institute to the pupils of Allan Glen's Schcx 
Ramsay made a most able address. 

December 27. — It is a serious res 

take up a position of resistance to the genet 
opinion. Sent to Larbert to-day some nic 
the Christmas tree on 6th January. A par 
the Jubilee Fountain at Little Boquhan in 
Saturday Observer. 
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January 2. — The whole aspect of land-owning in this 
country a very serious thing. It is silently creating a great 
social revolution. 

January 7. — Interested in finding in the Weekly Herald 
an answer to my explanation about the Walk (James Watt's 
Walk) in the Green, from Murdoch M'Kenzie, Reynolds, 
County Missouri, 12th December, 1887, — thirty-three 
years in Missouri. 1 extracted the information from 
Robert Hart of Cessnock, who had it from Watt's own 
life. 

January 13. — Came home very much fatigued; a busy 
day ; met Colin Brown about to-morrow's meeting, and got 
out of the library (Stirling's) Burke on the Subliwe and 
Beautiful, and Schlegel's Esthetic Works, to prepare myself 
for his lecture. . . Handed over to John M'Gregor 

the minute on parchment to be presented to Provost 
Yellowlees, the ancient seal of Stirling put on it in sepia 
by Mr, James Campbell, drawing master. High School, and 
the narrative of the minute by Mr. John Dalziel M'Lean, 
writing master, in Rundschrift. 

January 14. — Went most reluctantly to-night to Colin 
Brown's lecture on " ^Esthetics in Music " in the Christian 
Institute, — presided. In connection with the Tonic Sol-fa 
College (West of Scotland Branch). I took with me Burke 
on the Sublime and Beautiful. Gathered from Schlege! that 
the word was derived from aiVflaVo/xai, ' to perceive by the 
senses' ; and as Burke brings out in section 7, part 3, that 
God has endowed us with powers that prevent the under- 
standing and even the will, which seizing upon the senses 
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and imagination captivate the soul before the understanding 
is ready either to join with them or to oppose them. Met 
Mr. David Hartosh (a Dutchman by descent) at the meet- 
ing, and had a talk about Amsterdam. 

January 17. — . . . Yesterday (Monday, Auld Hansel 
Monday) at Stirlingshire and Sons of the Rock Dinner — 
A. G. Bams-Grahame of Craigaltian in the chair. On the 
whole a success, but felt weary. Sat next Provost Yellowlees 
and talked about a scheme to utilize the tower of the 
High School [Stirling] for astronomical observations. Sug- 
gested to him to ascertain how the Paisley Observatory 
was doing, and to consult Professor Grant . - . Met 
John Ramsay, late M.P. for Falkirk, on my way home 
in the dark. Said he was not well — getting old — going 
to Cannes on Monday. 

January 21. — Found that I had overslept myself this 
morning. . . The Chief Constable of Lanarkshire 

under a long examination. He appears to be bitterly 
opposed to any annexation. The interests of men, their 
pride, their prejudices interfere with a fair view of the case. 
The city has been hemmed in by little burghs, and they 
stickle for their rights as if the greater question should 
succumb to the ."imaller. At the Boundaries Committee 
Inquiry; the Lord Advocate M'Donald presided, supported 
by Lord Elgin, etc, . , Yesterday evening at the 

social meeting of the affairs of the compulsory department 
of the School Board in St. Andrew's Halls, about School 
Board ofRcials. A very good meeting, but too prolonged. 
Mr. Gray's death very striking (James Finlay & Co.) ; 
found dead in his chair in his bedroom with an unopened 
letter from his wife in his hand. . . . Went down to 
the Boundary Committee Inquiry yesterday. Struck with 
the searching character of a cross-examination. Mr. 
Graham-Murray very clear at it. On Thursday met Prof. 
Caird, Mr. Miller, Mr. James Graham (Au)dhouse), Mi 
Younger, etc., about the blind children in the asylum—' 
on the whole a pleasant interview. 

January 27. — ... In the evening went with 

N' to the opening of the Athenarum, St George's 

The Marquis of Bute read a paper about " History. 
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of Scotland." . . . The details of Amgomeiy and 
Parkhalt take up time, but it is not without interest to 
attend to them. 

January 28. — Watched the eclipse of the moon; about 
II o'clock the period of greatest obscuration; at 12,15 
the moon recovering its brightness. " What is man that 
Thou art mindful of him?" . . . Astronomers say that 
this will not occur again till 1 895. 

January 30. — . . . Met Professor Grant in Miller 
Street, and had a talk about the eclipse of the moon. . . . 

February 4. — . . Put into the printer's hands 

materials for interesting people about the Stirling Burgk 
Records. ... In the evening presided at the opening 
lecture on " Political Economy," by Mr. John Adams. The 
course is to consist of twelve lectures in the new premises 
of the Athenaeum, . . . 

February 6. — ... At 4 o'clock at the Delinquency 
Board. Arranged to see lads along with others who, 
though able to cam good wages, idle and indolent after 
all that had been done for them. Crime is a sad thing, 
it propagates itself. It is almost ineradicable. 

February 10. — Tried yesterday to get infor- 

mation as to Navvies" Recreation Rooms from Mr. R. H. 
Hunter and Rev. J. Renfrew, to please Mrs. Hunter of 
Hunter (Cochran-Patrick's mother-in-law), who was to 
place any information before Sir A, Campbell, Succoth, 
who was anxious to start something of the kind. 

February 13. — ... At the Provost's invitation 
induced to second the motion by Sir W. Collins at the 
public meeting as to the destitute condition of the people 
in the Lewis. Most reluctant to take a prominent part . . . 

February 1 8. — . Declined to be one of the 

committee on the restoration of Dunblane Cathedral. . . . 
In the evening went to the lecture by Sheriff Berry in 
St. Andrew's Halls at 8 o'clock. Came home very wearied. 
I wished to show respect to him, as well as to the invitation 
of the Juridical Society. 

February 23. — Went by 10.35 t™" *o Campsie Glen 
Station with Archibald Robertson, Spent about an hour 
in the old parlour overlooking the garden — great beauty in 
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the prcMpect ; and called on Col. and Mrs. M'Farian Ua 
the deceued Admiral's ' daughters and son in the ens)' 
yard — the coffin on a bier, with the Union Jack uiuak 
Moit picturesque surroundings. The older part of tic 
bu&diog covered with ivy. The company, aboct « 
hundred, all standing round. The service in Presbytnii 
fonn ; afterwards, at the grave. Episcopalian. Spoke ti 
aeveral neighbours and friends. Yesterday act 

out by 10.35 t^''^'" ^<^ '^^w Killeam. D. Brovb-n dnnta 
first erf" all to the lodge. Drove with Archie Robeftsoa«d 
Us son-in-law, Jameson, to Duntreath Castle. . , . Sw 
Jtdui and Mrs. M'Farlane — apparently very composed, ha 
an awfiil trial. Their dear little handsome boy Willie *i 
killed in the stable at Parkhall. falling off the ta<ifc 
leadli^ to the loft. Felt very much for them. . 
Mr. Fiddes, Mr. Slessor, and Mr. Dick at the fuatri 
The old place looked very sweet, but bare. 

FtbniMy 28. — Passed into the Dovehill School fv » 
minute or so; a wholesome sight; 800 children, thoa^ 
the roll is 1 100. Presided at the South Endrick Re-noK* 
in the Waterloo Rooms. J. Guthrie Smith's MSS. hclpc' 
me. On Saturday at the Kyrle Society Show of Hyadn^ 
in the National Halls. Seven schools represented, Stir- 
ling's and Glasgow Public Library Catalogue dedicated to 
me. Saw the picture by Noel Paton, '* The Choice." . . - 
A. Forbes has received already subscriptions for Ac 
Stirling Record volume ; amongst the rest, from the Loid- 
President . . . 

March 9. — ... Sir Archibald Campbell wdoooed 
back. Evidently not yet in fall health. . . . 

March 10. — . . . The death of the old Empenr 
of Germany yesterday morning has excited widespread 
interest Wrote ttie Lord Provost a note ii 

answer to one addressed to him by Lord Iddesleigb't 
son-in-law, Reginald Macleod, about how to deal with 
the Lewis. A good deal of pressure in prospect Fdt 
more buoyant to-day. . . . 

March 31. — Came home very wearied. Thankful llu* 

the School Board contest is over. . . Had some blk 

>Sir William Edmoiutoae. 
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with Mr. John Renwick, 49 Jamaica Street, about Kennedy 
memorial bust Suggested the Techmca! College as the 
custodians. 

April 4. — . . . Yesterday at Chief-Constable M'Call's 
funeral. . . . 

April 7. — Busy with Parkhall matters. Yesterday at the 
Grand Hotel at the inaugural dinner of the Glasgow 
University Club. Some very good speaking. 

April 12, — Felt wearied. Dr. Brown with us. At the 
first meeting of the new School Board. Occupied the 
chair for a few minutes, and proposed the re-election of 
Sir J. N. Cuthbertson. . . . 

April 2$. — On Monday. 23rd, left for Aberdeen. . . . 
A very pleasant journey. . . . Met Dr. Brown on our 
arrival. , . . All pleased. , . . Very wearied in 
getting home. Saw the glorious ocean for a good part of 
the way. . . . 

April 28, — . Sent Mr. Gray, teacher, Aboyne, 

a copy of White's Natural History of Selbome. 

May 3. — Received intimation of first meeting of Marshall's 
Trust as a representative of Commissioners of Supply of 
Stirlingshire. . John Steel promises me a bit of 

oak from the hull of the " industry," the steam vessel built 
in 1 8 14. . . . 

May 8. — On Sabbath morning visited the 

grave of those near and dear to me. The impetuous 
current which has set in from the birth of Time is bearing 
everything onward to an interminable ocean. Their memory 

is sweet, and it influences me for good. Went with N 

to Exhibition, by Gray Street entrance, and took our seat 
near the Dais ; shook hands with Sir James Gibson 
Maitland, Lord Craighill (looking very ill), Provost Clark, 
Lord Balfour, Principal Donaldson, and a good many 
Glasgow men. The Prince spoke like an English gentle- 
man ; the Princess quiet, not radiant. The whole ceremony 
passed off well, and every one appeared pleased. The 
situation of the Exhibition very beautiful. 1 look forward 
to examining the contents with great interest There 
was something very thrilling in the welcome given, and 
in all the evidences of loyalty to the representative of 
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royalty. The good seat I had gave mc a w 
of the Prince's features. Thankful that the 
favourable. The streets gay with colour— {m{K 

blue, red, white, yellow. 

May 24. — ... At 3 o'clock took part in tk 
meeting in the City Chambers as to the reception of tk 
British Archieologicat Association. . . . On Fridiy it 
the dinner in St Enoch's Hotel given to Dr. Ken. HJt 
Inspector of Schools. Sat next Rev. Dr. F. L Robertsm 
and Prof. Ramsay. The indications of the awful thundo- 
storm beginning which burst over the city on Saturtbr- 
Two little boys killed 011 the Green, pupils of the Buchinn 
Institution. ... At the Exhibition for a few mioAi 
before the Duke of Montrose officially declared the Bidiop^ 
Palace open, 

June I, — . , . Accompanied Lord Elgin from ftr 
train at Queen Street to Hutchesons" Grammar School, 
then in the Merchants' House at 3. After Lord E^'i 
address on " Secondary Education " had to return him lie 
thanks of the Governors of the several Trusts, , . - 
Most reluctant to go into Edinburgh to the dinner in te 
Waterloo Hotel, on Tuesday 29th. 

June 18. — The goi^eous colours of the rhododendrcu 
seen against the green fields and foliage very fine; the 

birds singing. Went up with N and called at Red- 

yett 

June 25. — Busy with Alexander Stewart putting Bf 
flowers for the High School prize meeting to-morrow 
the City Hall. 

June 29. — Wrote Dr. W. G. Blackie yesterday a iwK 
declining to support the movement in favour of Sl Mungo'l 
College, but expressing as strongly as I could that the 
Royal Infirmary as a Medical School should be cordiillr 
and intimately connected with the University. 
I am too prone to lean on others, and I have suAered ftr 
it again and again. 

July g. — Replied to Mr. Alexander Lamont's note 
to-night about tlie Saracen's Head, where Words«-orth acd 
his sister put up in 1803. Duncan Bell in lidtnbargfa 
interesting himself in botany for his young lads. Dr. Bum- 
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Murdoch lectured to them on Friday night at Professor 
Balfour's suggestion. . , . 

July II. — Visited panorama of Battle of Bannockbum ; 
very good, 

July 23. — Had a note from Miss Johnstone of Alva 
about a friendly society for domestic servants. , . . 
Andrew Stewart (of the Peoples Friend, Dundee) called on 
Saturday about dedicating a story to me called " One False 
Step." 

Juiy 25. — Went to the Cattle Show yesterday; splendid 
Clydesdale horses, their necks clothed with thunder. The 
binding machine, the cream apparatus, the ventilating 
machine — I am sure that these shows stimulate invention 
and promote agricultural enterprise. The number of men, 
apparently country gentlemen, interesting. 

July 30. — The sun shining through the trees like a 
furnace at 4.30. . . . Rose at 6.30. Lord Craighill is 
dangerously ill at Arngomery. Unable to show Mr. W. M. 
Campbell the attention I expected. . Had the 

honour of a call from Sir G. B. Bruce on Friday, accom- 
panied by Dr. Boyd. 

August g.- — ^Induced the School Board to call the school 
to be erected on the site purchased in North Woodside Road 
" Napiershall School " ; very wearied. 

August 13. — Presided at a meeting of the executive of 
the Library Association of the U.K. Committee to make 
final arrangements. Invited, at Mr. Barrett's suggestion, 
two of the English members to be my guests on 3rd 
September onwards, namely, the Rev. John Clare Haddow, 
Thornton Vicarage, Homcastle, and Mr. Charles W. Sutton, 
Free Library, Manchester. Wrote Lord Craighill expressing 
concern at his illness; wrote Sir Arthur Mitchell asking 
him to be my guest on 27th August. On Saturday, rith, 
tried to realize it was my birthday, and that I had now 
entered on my 72nd year ; rather depressed. 

August I 5. — The legislation of Gladstone's government 
will ensure the extinction of ground game. 
Declined Sir W. Collins' invitation to spend a day yachting 
off Hclcnsbui^h with Canon Barker and others. 

August 23. — Went with N , M— — , and Mrs. 
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Hunter Campbell to the Exhibition to see the Queen, 
Scarcely got time to realize that in her was centred so much' 
influence for good. 

August 30. — Sir Arthur Mitchell came to me on Tuesday 
night, and dined at the Lord Provost's. Marquis of Bute 
there ; sat next Sheriff Berry and Archbishop Eyre. 
Afterwards went to inaugural address by the Marquis ; Mr. 
Spofforth introduced to Lord Provost. Cochran- Patrick 
away to London ; unable to be my guest ; had kind 
note. Have been unable to go to the excursion, but 
heard a few words from John Honeyman at the Cathedral 
This was on Monday, the 27th, In the evening of that 
day at the dinner of the Archaeological Society ; yesterday 
evening the papers read were interesting. ..." The Great 
Seals of Scotland," by Allan Wynn, interesting, but went to 
the section where Dr. Collingwood Bruce read his paper 
on "The Wall of Antoninus" ; affected, as I reflected on it, 
by the wonderful power of that people. At 3.45 at Dove- 
hill Flower Show ; said a few words to the children. Mr. 
Fisher, teacher, said that his old Bible had a writing on it 
to imply that it belonged to the Dauphin of France — 
Philip, the first husband of Queen Mary. ... It 
difficult to recall the things that interested me since I last] 
wrote in this book. . . . 

September 11.— On Tuesday, 4th, at conversazione in the 
evening. Marquis and Marchioness of Bute there ; some good 
music. On Wednesday went to University ; saw the gem 
of the [Hunterian] librarj- — the edition of Plato in vellum ; 
saw one of twenty volumes given by Geoi^e Buchanan. 
Went in the evening to the Exhibition ; remained in the 
fine art section. On the 6th went to Ayr. Visited Bums' 
Cottage, the Monument, and Alloway Kirk ; saw the Brig 
o' Doon ; walked over the Auld Brig. . . . 

September 14. — ... In the morning went out to 
the Exhibition, and devoted my attention to the contents 
of the Bishop's Palace ; some of the relics carry one back 
for one thousand years. Very wearied at night ; I fed a 
great failure of strength. 

September 1 9. — At 3 presided at the meeting of the 
Orphan Homes as to the adoption of a site to 



i 



i 



ng of the^B 
to build ^^H 



DTARY 



281 



new home. Fixed on an acre of ground at Whiteinch 
immediately to the west of the Partick Park — that part 
where the fossil trees were discovered. ... A knotty 
problem how to meet the request of the Jews as to a class 
for Hebrew, , . Fixed for Hennedy's bust being 

presented to the Governors of Technical College. . . 

September 21. — Met a boy in Dr. F. L. 

Robertson's office who had won a bursary, and who would 
not go to City Public School ; thrawn and spoiled, but 
clever. 

September 2 5. — ... In coming in from the 
country yesterday, saw in the newspapers Lord CraighiU's 
death. Going to the funeral to-morrow. Very appreciative 
articles in Scotsman and Glasgcnv Herald. . , . Drove 
out to Blanefield on Saturday. 22nd, and called at Dun- 
treath on the young baronet, Sir A. Edmonstone, 

September 26. — Went to Edinburgh by 1 1 o'clock train, 
and returned by 4 o'clock train. Before going to Lord 
Craighill's funeral, sauntered slowly on to 3 Ainslie Place 
and looked in at the museum of antiquities. 
Received by John Millar's son. The Lord Justice General, 
Lord Moncrieff, and Lord Fraser at it, and I understood 
Balfour, late Lord Advocate, there. Sir James King came 
back from Grange Cemetery in same carriage with J. B. Kid- 
ston and me ; my mind reverted to John Millar sitting with 
me at the foot of my bed reading Cicero when Mr. Browning 
supposed every one to be in bed ; the light of the candle 
concealed by a box. I must have been twelve years old 
then. Then 1 remember his patient, persistent attendance 
on the Greek class ; when I was careless, he was always 
prepared. 

October 4. — . . . Stars of Saturday night magnificent, 
and the sunset very fine. Accepted position of 

Extraordinary Director of Athensum, and of Honorary 
Vice-President in Y. M.C. A. 

October 9. — Poor Sellars, architect, dead ; very 

sad. ... On the 5th presented Roger Hennedy's 
bust to the Governors of the Technical College — Mr. Russell 
in the chair. . . Mr. George S. Venables died at 

his residence in London on 6th October. 
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October \6. — The countiy very beautiful; the 
the trees goi^eous. The ni<x>n seen through the 
like silver. Spent a quiet afternoon on Sabbath day. Tii 
chiselling of the date when my mother crossed the Suit 
bridge, pleasing (ist August, 1875). On Friday \a. 
1 2th, dined as a guest at the Jubilee Banquet rf Ik 
Angus and Meams Society. Spoke to Colonel M'Dotuil 
of Sl Martins. I recalled to his memory beir^ in b 
hou.se, Rossic Castle, along with Dr. Balfour, on r4th Jaiy, 
1848. . . . School Board meeting. . . . Disoairt 
with the teachers as to 6000 to 7000 children goinc • 
Exhibition. Heard Lord Geor^ Hamilton. JLP, 

First Lord of the Admiralty, for a few minutes in tk 
Chamber of Commerce ; a lengthy, laboured speech, 

October 20. — ... A notice appears about ifcr 
" Spout " in to-day's Weekly Herald from an old mnabo, 
now in Ontario. There was one some time ago &00 
Missouri, Duncan Bell in Edinburgh, trying 10 foltot 
out the example of the " Spout." 

October 24. — Meeting in Merchants' HaU Id 

support of Imperial Federation League- — Lord RoscfaEjy 
in the chair. Missed Lord Brassey's address. On Moo(i>r 
presided at Poor Children's Dinner Table, . . . Il il 
interesting to find that the " Spout " has been usefiil to 
widely scattered former members. 

November 5. — ... On Saturday, 3rd. went » 
distribution of certificates for sewing and needlework »I 
the Exhibition. Lady Campbell of Blythsv.-ood distributed 
them. 

November 12. — . Flattered by being asked bjr 

the young men of the Juridical Society to second a vote 
of thanks to the American Ambassador. Mr. Phelps, m 

Thursday. Went with N to be present at the cloaetrf 

the Exhibition, Thankful it is at an end. The respona- 
bility of sending back what has been lent very gnat 
The band of the Royal Engineers very powerful and 
good. . 

November 1 5. — In the evening attended the mcetintc 

of the Juridical Society to hear the address of Mr. Phdpt, 

H^ the Ambassador from the U. S. Said a few words wWeh 
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appear to have been well received, in seconding the motion 
of thanks. Appointed chairman of the General 

Endowments Board for another year, on 14th inst. I was 
not concerned about it , . . The moon very brilliant 
to-night and the sky without a cloud. 

November 27. — ... At School Board to-day ; 
finally arranged about Hebrew class for Jewish children. 
Spoke to Mr. Swanson about my father having 
known Morrison of China, and he promised to try and 
trace my father's being intrusted by him to bring to this 
country the first copy of the Chinese Bible. . . . On 
Tuesday, 20th, at the lecture by Mr. jolly (opening lecture 
of the Ruskin Society). Thought the lecture vague, but 
with some good points in it. . . . 

December i.— ... At Dr. Bonar's jubilee on Thurs- 
day, 29th. Waited for two hours to hear addresses. . . . 

Dtctmber 8. — , . . Saw Mr. Aitken of Blyths- 
wood estate as to anything interesting about Grove Street 
district, St George's Road, called at one time Rosehall 
Street. Got the loan of papers from Mr. R. Boyd about 
Grove Street Institute. Found in them, in the publica- 
tion called Self-Help (printed, 1864; page 56), reference 
to the Spoutmouth Bible Institute. . , , Gave C\o 10s. 
to Bearsden Free Church Manse, from my uncle's long 
connection with the country-side. . loth inst, went 

by train to Stirling to attend funeral of Mrs. James Wright 
(Isabella Murray) ; service in Episcopal Church very inter- 
esting, but did not like the decorations on the Communion 
table. . . . Asked to be an Honorary Director of 
Band of Mercy Union on 13th inst . . . 
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January I. — 12.15. Another year has passed away. 
O Lord give me in Thy mercy a through-bearing, if I be 
spared throughout it Prepare me for whatever Thou hast 
prepared for me. 

January 5.- — . Went to Logan and Johnston 

Institute and Buchanan Institute as usual. 

January i6. — ... At the Stirlingshire Dinner on 
Monday — Robert Binnie presiding. Said something about 
Binning who took Linlithgow Castle by stratagem. Binnie 
claims descent from him. A very agreeable meeting. . . , 
It was on 5th May, 1839, that I began work in the 
"Spout." On Tuesday, at 12, talked over Lord 

Rosebery's visit with Mr. Henderson. . . Received 

a very polite note from Dr. Underwood, U.S. Consul, to 
be present at his lecture in Merchants' Hall. 

January 19, — . . Arranged with Mr. Renwick 

as to the publication of a second volume of Stirling Burgh 
Records and Guildry Minutes. I enter upon this with 
solicitude ; but ! am shut up to it, or it never will be done. 
Last night at Merchants' Hall ; Dr. Underwood lectured — 
some beautiful passages — Mr. j. G. A. Baird in the chair. 
Said a few words, more particularly referring to the pictures 
in the hall and the sculpture in the ante-room. Walked 
home with Mr. Templeton, who told me about the steps 
being taken to retain him in the consulship. Mr. Phelps, 
the ambassador, the intermediary. 

January 22. — ... In the evening at the meeting 
of the Boys' Brigade in the Queen's Rooms — Lord Aber- 
deen ia the chair, j. Carfrae Alston did vc:y well. Some 
good speaking. 
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January 28, — ... At Seamen's Institute, and 
seconded the resolution proposed by Rev. Dr. D. M'Leod. 
Tried to make use of the passage in Herschell's discourse 
on " Natural Philosophy," about Captain Basil Hall's making 
Rio de Janeiro ; also Lord Aberdeen's (sixth earl) passionate 
love of the sea. ... At the Festival of the Ancient 
Shepherds in the City Hall on Friday night ; remained 
for an hour ; Lord-Advocate in the chair. 

February 6. — , . Dined at Sir J. N. Cuthbertson's 

yesterday; Principal Caird, Dr. Ogiivy, Sheriff Guthrie, 
Blackie, and others. 

February 14.- — . . . Last night at 10 o'clock \ 
John Muir's house to meet Mr. and Mrs. Joseph Chambi 
lain; a great crowd of people of all kinds of |x>liti 
pleased to meet Mr. Arrol of the Forth Bridge. 
Came away about 1 1. In the forenoon (Wednesday) 1 
Lady Trevelyan and Sir J. N. Cuthbertson, showing I 
John Street (Bridgeton) School. Townhead, and Gamel 
Very much impressed with the work going on. 

February 16 {Sabbath). — Sad and unexpected 
yesterday of the death of Robert Nutter Campbell ConiS 
at Redcar, near Middlesbo rough. ... In the evening 
(Friday) at the thirty-third annual re-union of the Deaf 
and Dumb — Sir C. Tennant in the chair ; Lady Roscbery. 
in the absence of Lord Rosebery, at his right hand ; the 
illustrations of the oral system very interesting. 1 am 

afraid I affronted Mr. , but he did not realize my 

hurry. , . Had a letter from Commander Cameron, 

R.N., about the Slave Trade in Africa. 

February 20. — Was at the meeting of five Bands of 
Mercy in the Crown Halls ; a most interesting meeting. 
Was presented with the badge, which 1 wore during the 
evening. , Rather sad at the result of the Perth- 

shire election. . Dr. Anderson Kirkwood died at 

Stirling (1 think on the 16th), On Monday at the funeral 
of R. N. Campbell Connal ; very sad. 

February 21.— Met along with Sir J. N. Cuthbertson, 
Mitchell, Kerr, and Russell. Colonel Brine of the Science 
and Art Department ; visited Merchants' House with hiin, 
and George Square. 
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February 23. — Heard to-day of William Kidston's death 
at Femiegair, It took place this morning early. It is 
a solemn thing that one with whom I have been so much 
associated has passed away. I wrote his sister. . . . Had 
some conversation with Mr. Renwick as to the printing of 
the Slirling Burgh Records this morning, and as to the 
preparation of a Map of Stirling. 

February 27. — The spring is advancing. , Pre- 

sided at the Regality Club in Mr. C. D. Donald's office. 
A large and influential gathering at William 
Kidston's funeral ; Principal Douglas's prayer very compre- 
hensive, and embracing features of his character that were 
outstanding. He was buried in the Necropolis. Went 
with Colin Brown to see the Lord Provost about the 
China famine. He had already declined the Lord Mayor's 
(London) invitation to make it a public thing. H. M. 
Matheson expects me to take some interest in the move- 
ment. Exchanged words to-day with Dr. M. 
Lang about the prosecution of the Bishop of Lincoln for 
Ritualistic practices and Romish tenets. 

March 2. — Took A. C and N to the lecture by 

Joseph Thomson. African traveller, in Queen's Rooms. 
. . Gave Thomas Jamieson, who came for a line for 

baptism, copy of PUgrtttis Progress. . . . Bailie Kinross 
indicated that he wished me to consider being on the 
Stirling Endowment Trust in the room of Dr. Anderson 
Kirkwood, who was appointed by the Glasgow University 
Court 

March 7. — . - Yesterday pleased with the pros- 

pect of Sir Thomas Wade coming to the China meeting. 
. . . On Monday had the meeting of those to whom 
notices were sent. 

March 1 6. — . The articles in the Glasgow 

Herald very good about the China Famine Relief Fund. 
I sent circulars for a meeting of committee on Tuesday. 
The meeting yesterday creditable — Alex. Allan presided. 
Sir T, Wade and Bishop Scott . . their pressure 

and appeals did good. 

March 23. — . . . Busy all the week with circulars 
L as to China famine. . . . On Wednesday at defaulters' 
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meeting in Grove Street. Dr. F. L. Robertson prcsKil:^! 

to give a toast, " Past and Present," at the Hcdlc>'' ■ 
on Tuesday next; declined, and suggested }. O. Mi:^l 
The likeness of Sir James Parker Deanc (in iel 
Graphic, 23rd March), as vicar genera) in the Court f»l 
sided over by the Archbishop of Canterbury-, in the D 
of the Bishop of Lincoln, very good. I talked with \ 
crossing over to Portsmouth 1st August, 1885, \itm 
never likely to meet again. 

March 28. — Came home from New Cumnock bv *,ijl 
train ; rather dull, but. on the whole, fair day. 
Visited school- Very much pleased with the childnfl 

Promised the children a sugar cane, 
encouraged to give the children a holiday; then dined <■ 
the Manse, and after that opened the bazaar held in ftl 
Town Hall. ... I was sorely puzzled what I 
but the minister said it was the kind of thing » 
Lady Menteith of Closeburn came . , . just e I 
was leaving. Drove with Mr. Scott, Mr, M'Keniie, enl 
up the road to Galloway along the banki of liel 
Afton. Saw in the distance Black Craig, 1 600 feet iJi«l 
the level of Nith. . . . Saw a farm where the &*^^ 
had been for 500 years, — since Bruce's time. , . . Tfc 1 
Castle of Black Craig, the seat of Dunbars of Modin« 1 
occupied the site where the Free Church now stantU UJ 
was pretty entire in 1784. Dunbars sprung rFon sl| 
kings of England. Lived in David I I.'s time, 1 36^ l«l 
James Paterson's History of the Counties of Ayr 1 
Wigtown, 1 863), The castle said to have frKfiKa'Jd 
sheltered Sir William Wallace. Barbour refers to C« 
nock. Met the schoolmaster, Mr. Stirling, relatian of II 
David Rowan, who was bom in the Parish of OchStn 
singular coincidence my suggesting Mr. Rowan to opeo d 
bazaar. ... On Monday, 25th, busy with 
fund. Had a meeting at 2, ... At the public 1 
to Mr. Hedley in St. Enoch's Hotel ; sat beside '. 
Powell and Professor Jebb and Sir J, N. Cuthb( 
Provost very good, and j, O. Mitchell on " Past and Pre 
Mr. Hedley's reply modest and appropriate, . . 
'H. A. Hedley, Manager of Glasgow Exhibition, i 



Bright dead. Lord Fraser. one of the chief mourners, 
dead, — found seatet! in his arm-chair in the country. 

March 30, — ^Rather too many things on my mind. 
The China distress has awakened sympathy in many 
quarters beyond Glasgow. 

April 6. — John Bright laid in the grave within the 
last few days. On Wednesday morning at Wolseley Street 
School. Dr. Hunter's (M.P.) movement about the Probate 
Duty being made use of to secure Free Education — a 
snare. Had a tiff with Mr. Beith about it before Argyll 
Ba;!aar opened. 

April 7. — , . . Wrote a reply to the note sent by 
Mr. Howatt, chairman of Sabbath School Society of Free 
St. James', and signed by George Steele, as secretary, 
wishing me well on the completion of fifty years' connec- 
tion with that kind of work, dated 24th March, 1889. 
Began to teach sth May, 1839, in Spoutmouth, in Mrs. 
M'Nicol's (Jean Murray), many of Mr. W. Leckie Graham's 
boys and girls remaining with me. 

April I 3.*— Answered several notes ; one being to Rev. 
G. Y. about the apparatus needed for the Observatory to 
be erected in Stirling. People think that I am made of 
money. . . When driving home last night spoke of 

the articles in the Nineteenth Century and ContemjMrary 
Reviews on Monte Carlo and the Turf — their iniquity. 
. . . At annual meeting of Stirling's Library. Professor 
Fei^son very good, and Dr. Murdoch. Dr. Murdoch 
not unlike Carlyle. Re-appointed vice-president. 
China fund a success — some touching evidences of sym- 
pathy; ;Ci,90o remitted to London Mansion House , . . 
The sugar cane sent on Wednesday by Mr. Hunter to 
New Cumnock Public School. 

April 17. — Though very much fatigued went to Dr. 
Underwood's meeting in connection with the Ixingfellow 
Memorial in Queen's Rooms. On the whole a success — 
great good taste. 

April 24. — Busy preparing for the China Famine Fund 
meeting, when the Lord Provost called with a very gratify- 
ing letter from the Lord Mayor. Just in time to be at 
the meeting of the Hospital for Skin Diseases — Sir A. 
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Orr Ewing in the chair — at 1 2 o'clock ; said a few words 
suggested by Hebrews x. 22, . . . On Tuesday, at 
1 1 , in the Lord Provost's room about applications for 
assistance arising from disaster to boats and nets. 

April 27. — Went to the opening of Barony Church. 
The dedication of the church to the service of God very 
solemn, but with more formality than usual in Presbyterian 
occasions of a similar kind. The desire to have the 
occasion a public one may have drawn Dr. M. Lang and 
his office-bearers into it. The Moderator of the General 
Assembly, Dr. Gray, animated — very sound in his short 
sermon. . Came to Glasgow with Mr. J. Wilson 

of Bantaskine, — talked about orchids. 

May 3, — Norman and Nora M'Donald from London 

lunched with N to-day and T from Hayston. 

On Thursday, 2nd, at J. C. White's office, at the invitation 
of Sir J. N. Cuthbertson, to meet Lord Balfour at 11.30 
about Nyassaland, Pleased to see James Stevenson, 
whom I have not seen for a long time. ... A very 
remarkable meeting. . . . Dr. Blackie appears to-day 
as the Principal of the movement called St. Mungo's 
College. Twitted him about it. . . 

May 4, — Sent fresh flowers to poor woman 

in Poorhouse. 

May I). — . . On Tuesday, 7th, at 12, in W. 

Mitchell's office to deal with fifteen cases under Marshall's 
Trust. ... At 12.30, at meeting in J. Gibson Flem- 
ing's office about L. C. garden ; at I, in Christian Institute, 
Religious Tract and Book Society meeting ; at 2, School 
Board discussion about Government proposals as to the 
;f 171,000 of probate duty; at 3.30, at Stirling's Library, 
and at 7, at Buchanan Institution. On Monday met China 
Famine Relief Committee to bring matters to a point Mr. 
A. Allan put an article in the newspapers bringing my 
relationship to it too prominently before the public. 

May 1 1. — At Whiteinch annual meeting of Orphan- 
age. The hedges bright green. Blundered out a few 
words. 

May 18.— . . . Wnate Mr. Yuille (Stirling) about 
astronomical instruments at Paisley, with a note from Sheriff 
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Cowan. The Stirling Observatory to be furnished with 
instruments by Mr. Pullar. 

May 2$. — Pleased that old Geoi^e Bums 

and William M'Kinnon have had titles conferred on 
them. 

May 26. — . . Read more of Mr. Paton's trials 

and sufferings in Tanna. 

June 5. — . The country most beautiful ; the 

Campsie Fells green to the very top. 

Juffc 13. — On Sabbath night suffered acute pain, quite 
knocked up, could not fulfil my duty to prepare the Board 
for the imposition of the rate. . Have been in the 

house since Tuesday. ... I have read with much 
interest in this enforced withdrawal from business Lord 
Cockbum's Journal, Vol. I, 

June 17.— . Asked to John Innes Wright's 

funeral to-morrow. I remember him in 1827. What an 
unlooked-for career ; how different from the methodical, 
correct, steady attention to business. Amiable, upright 
at bottom, but turned upside down by men who had over- 
ridden his conscience and who bore him along with them- 
selves to ruin. . 

June 24. — Read lives of John Knox and 

Wm. Wilberforce. Very much interested in them. 

July 2. — . . . On Saturday drove to Auchentroig 
and to Buchlyvie and Gartmore Show. Thankful to be 
better of the drive. 

July \ I . — . . Replied to an invitation to meet 

the Shah of Persia at luncheon, on Thursday, i8th, in 
Corporation Galleries. Got my dear uncle's bust repaired. 
Very much weaned from resting in anything here. 
My poor father's place smiling in summer beauty, but it 
cannot satisfy the immortal soul. 

July 15. — ... It is very pleasant to see the com 
and turnips and potatoes springing up. The trees majestic 
in their summer garb. The young man who 

preached yesterday told me this morning at the station 
that he was as yet in the Arts classes, having been in 
business ; not yet at the Divinity Hall ; that he had heard 
that Principal Caird had said, and it had created some 
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sensation, that the longer he lived the more was he inclined 
to follow the religious views of his mother. 

July 18. — . Luncheon at the Corporation 

Galleries, where the Shah of Persia was to be received. 
The entertainment very fine. It must be a trial to the 
Duke and Duchess of Montrose receiving him and his 
suite. We all hope his very cordial reception may do good 
to his own country and to our relations with him. . . 
Arranged with Sir Andrew (M*Lean) to send his friend» 
A. F. Wilson, Balfron, Mrs, Fletchet^s Autobiography ^ that 
he may see about the country-side in 18 14-18 18. Stood 
near the Shah when the several consuls were presented to 
him. . . . Sent a polite declinature to an invitation 
from the Mayor and Lady Mayoress of Lincoln to luncheon 
on the 29th inst., on opening of British Archaeolc^cal 
Association Congress. Yesterday presided at General En- 
dowment Board. Dr. F. L. Robertson off to London this 
morning about the Bill as to Education. It will bear, I 
fear, bitter fruit yet It is entirely a political move to 
take the legs from Free Educationists and Radicals. 

August 13. — . . The nth my birthday. I have 

now entered my 73 rd year. What a solemn thing the 
march of time. Struck with the death of Sir J. Roberton 
suddenly at Grantown ; this is the funeral day. Everybody 
regrets his removal. Sir James Watson died this morning, 
in his 89th year. These are solemn events. 

August 19. — . . Came in from the country with 

Sheriff Laurie — now a judge in Ceylon. . . . Felt it 
my duty to come into town on Saturday to attend Sir 
James Watson's funeral. Impressed with the event Sir 
James Bain told me that he had come from Cumberland 
to attend it. Hozier of Newlands was in the same carriage 
with Alexander Mitchell and me. 

August 28. — . . . Moncrieff Mitchell died at New 
Jersey on the i oth inst. ; bom 1 8 1 6 ; an old Tillicoultry 
schoolfellow. I remember how he inadvertently squirted 
some liquorice juice on a new atlas which I had got sixty- 
one years ago. How he used to describe his father's and 
mother's domestic comfort and happiness in their mansion 
(where India Street now is). 
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September 2. — On Friday night, after getting 

out of town, went to the concert in Killeam, on behalf of 

the home for poor children at Balmaha. . N 

accompanied me. , The Duchess of Montrose and 

her friends sang. . Our garden robbed of apples 

and plums on Friday night. Measured the footprints, 1 1^ 
inches in length. The policeman says that the carters hired 
for the season are likely to be the culprits. Two got iO 
days last year for robbing Balfunning garden. The robber 
will not stop there. He will go on, until he is caught in 
some more serious crime. 

Stptember 5. — ... At 12.30, in committee, carried 
my point to have nineteen schools instead of fifteen fee 
paying. When the Board in committee met, Russell of 
Ascog, Sir W. Collins, and Dr. M. Lang helped prominently 
to reverse the decision, and in the face of serious contin- 
gencies and a certain deficit in revenue from the materials 
put before us, committed themselves to a step, in making 
only fourteen schools fee paying, that must hamper for the 
future, and may involve an increase of the rate. I con- 
sider, in the face of the statements of the teachers who 
were willing to exact fees, that there was a gratuitous 
throwing away of money, and under fear of criticism from 
the press. I owe the community an obligation to do my 
best, under strong provocation to resign Convenership of 
the Finance Committee, to work out the problem. . . 

can never impose fees where he has declared the 

school free. 1 look up to Him who is my Master. I am 
in the work to please Him and not myself. In the after- 
noon at 3.30 at Stirling's Library. Wm. Stirling of Cordale 
dead, — his ancestor founded it 

September 10.— . . . The reapers at work in the 
field opposite Little Boquhan. What a joyous thing ! 

September 18. — Heard this afternoon that Dr. A. N. 
Somerville was dead. A good man, and though not a pro- 
found preacher, a remarkable man of the evangelistic type. 

September 19. — Got to-day from A. & P. Stewart, 
masons and contractors, three stones from Athenarum. now 
being taken down, and a medallion from the principal 
apartment or front hall, — the old ball-room. . . . Had 
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a call tcwday from Mr Muir Wood, wanting to get parties 
to whom to give tickets to the concert of the Bavarian 
Band in Hengler's Circus. Suggested various parties — Old 
Men's and Women's Asylum, Out-door Blind, Seamen's i 
institute, etc. ... I 

September 3o. — Messrs. A. & P. Stewart's notes to me \ 
very interesting and kind. . . How bright and how 

innumerable the stars were on the nights 1 spent at 
Parkhall. 

October 4. — ... In the evening of ist October 
dined at New Club with the remaining members of Mr. 
Rowlatt's class of the old Grammar School— J. A. Campbell 
in the chair. Sir J. N. Cuthbertson, Andrew and John 
Oswald Mitchell, Alex. L. Mitchell. Mr. John Kidston, ] 
writer. Mr. Ferguson, banker, Mr. Henry and William 
Mitchell. A splendid dinner ; very pleasant intercourse. 
. . . J. A. Campbell spoke of some of the disadvantages 
of parliamentary life : the want of leisure, etc.. etc. On 
2gth September sat for a while on the seat commanding 
the view of the hiils ; a lovely autumnal day. On the 
28th marked with red paint some trees in grotto to be ' 
taken down,— a quiet day. 

October 8. — -John Davidson's ' funeral ; it is thirty-three 
years since 1 had to bring him to the point of leaving 
aunt's [Mrs, William Connal] service — a faithful servant, 
but a peculiar temper. , Went to the opening of 

the Municipal Buildings — six to seven thousand people 
there. Struck with the magnificence of the staircases and 
apartments. Great detention in getting to the place by 
some friends. . Sunday night wild and stormy ; 

glass fell very much. 

October 9. — Ordered copy of Mark Lane Express— 
interesting article on peat moss. . Made inquiry 1 

of Mr. Fraser as to Naismith's^ heads (Tontine Faces). 
1 read Mr. Lawson's report as to his help to discharged \ 
prisoners. A very bold and noble effort. 

October I4 {Monday). — Came in to town to-day. 
Country beautiful in the autumnal glory of the woods. J 
* For many years porter in Royal Bank. 
*Muago Naismith, carver. 
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Sad at heart. (Mr. M'Lellan of West End Park considers 
the gean's crimson is the most beautiful tint.) . 
Called on Professor Drummond and got him to consent 
to address the " Spout " on 8th November. 

October 19. — . Asked to be a Vice-President 

of the Agricultural Association for discussion of ques- 
tions. 

October 20 {^Communion Sabbath). — . . . One or 
two illustrations very good, The lesser and lower lights 
had gone out in a lighthouse while the loftier lights were 
in good order (on American lake), and the vessel was 
wrecked. The quiet influence of Christian life at home 
and in humble surroundings commending the gospel. . . . 
It crossed my mind that He who created me could not, as a 
merciful God, create me to destroy me — but what must 
sin be to cost Christ such suffering? 

October 26. — The leaves falling rapidly, but the aspect 
of the country still very beautiful. ... At the Dis- 
chai^ed Prisoners' Aid Society. Mr. Lawson's report read 
and generally acceptable as encouraging the incorporation 
of his branch of the work with the older Society. A diflicult 
and trying work, only hkely to be successful under the 
care of an enthusiast. Had some intercourse 

with Mr. Renwick about the Burgh Records of Stirling; 
the map is likely to be an interesting one. On the 23rd 
drove to hear Dr. W. G, Biackie's address at the opening 
of St. Mungo's College. It embraced a very interesting 
historical sketch of the educational history of Scotland 
from remote times. . . . The University is to blame 
for the attitude of St Mungo's College. In the evening at 
the banquet on the invitation of the Lord Provost, in the 
new Municipal Buildings — a grand aflair. Sat next Mr, 
Crum, Thomliebank, and Mr. Young, the architect of the 
building. On the whole it passed off well, but acoustics 
bad. Met on Tuesday, at i, the memorialists from Dennis- 
toun about the action of the School Board. 

October 30. — Went to the University General Council 
with Rev. Mure Smith of Stirling ; appointed one of the 
Business Committee. Met in the Bute Hall — Professor 
Edward Caird in the chair ; interested in the proceedings. 
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When sitting in the Council the boom of the great 
bell in the University tower overhead, striking 12 o'clock, 
very fine. 

November S- — Met Colin Dunlop of Tollcross near 
Western Club — he had dissolved his connection with it as 
he knew nobody now in it He had outlived his old 
friends. At the meeting of the citizens, called by the 
I^rd Provost, in the new Council Chamber, about the 
disaster in the East End in the fall of Templeton's 
mill. 

November 14 {Thursday). — Went with Mr. Clapperton 
and John Guthrie Smith to Lord Provost Muir about 
Stirling's Library — got promise of ^^50 if two other sub- 
scriptions of same amount got. Called afterwards on 
J, Campbell White and he gave .£^50. Under some anxiety 
of mind agreed to give £50. At School Board at 1.30, 
and then to Caf^ Chantant [University Bazaar]. 

November 16. — R. L. Ewing's son Robert has had a 
fall from a tree at Dollar — 48 feet — his life nearly knocked 
out of him. 

Novetnber 27. — Rose a little after 6 — later than usual. 
Gave the Athensum the medallion regained from the ruins 
of the old Athenaeum. 

December 7. — This morning to Discharged Prisoners' Aid 
Society. Interested in a boy who would not go home to 
his father — he is to go to sea on Monday. Yesterday 
at the funeral of H. Ewing at Cardross. The country 
beautiful even in the sleep of winter. 

December 14. — Dreadful earache — got wages and accounts 
paid. On Wednesday at the banquet given to Professors 
Jebb, Nichol, and James Thomson — sat between Professors 
Bradley and Barr ; good speaking. 

December 1 8. — At University Bazaar with Henry L, 
Ewing ; a very gay affair. Last night in Queen's Rooms, 
Lord Herscheil's address on " The rights and duties of an 
advocate." Sad, sad revelations of domestic misery in the 
French-Brewster case. John Bums disappointed me as 
to Stirlingshire Society. He has no good reason. Went 
to the dentist's on Thursday morning with fear and 
trembling. 
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December 28. — Glad that James Grahame, C.A., has 
accepted Presidentship of Stirlingshire Society. Disappointed 
at Donald Graham not accepting; I have felt how little, 
influence I have. Got a present of Sir Joseph Napiet^s Life 
from aunt on 24th instant. J. A. Campbell, M.P., sent me 
a treatise on The LorcTs Coming Again, 
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January. — Went at 9.30 to the Prisoners' Aid Society 
breakfast ; eighty men there. On the 2nd insL fell 
violently forward on the pavement, tripped by coil of wire 
near Wellington statue. ... I would seek to be 
guided aright in the purchase of the ground for sale next 
week in Great Dovehill. I think it may be turned to 
good account Got copy of the Black bond (Stirling) from 
Mr. Bremner. 

January 16. — At Stirlingshire dinner at 5.30 till 10 or 
so ; sat next Dr. Story and Charles King — Mr. James 
Grahame in the chair. On the whole pleasant meeting. 
Declined invitation to dinner for to-day at Mr. John 
Mitchell's, 24 George Square, to meet Mr. J, Oswald 
Mitchell and Mr. Dalrymple Duncan, and others of 
Archaeological Society ; no strength. Declined invitations 
to other meetings — -Arts and Crafts Exhibition, Teachers' 
Guild, Scottish Clerks' Association, Day Industrial School, 
Rose Street, opening of new Institute, Stirling, on 20th, 
Y.M.C.A. 

January 1 8. — In the morning at the distribution of prizes 
to the pupil teachers (lads) in King's School, and to the 
pupil teadiers (girls) in City Girls" School. Fine physique 
of both groups ; what bright youthful faces, full of intelli- 
gence 1 Said a few words ; what appliances to secure 
Education for the masses, James Chrystal, of Stirling, died 
1 7th January. I am struck with the variety of character 
I come in contact with — youth, hopefulness, middle age, 
trial, misery, peculiarity of temper, disappointment, ad- 
vanced years of usefulness and peace ; how soon to be 
forgotten. 
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January 25. — Got through Dr. W. H. Hill the loan of 
M*Kenzie on Diseases of the Eye. On Tuesday presided 
at annual meeting, at 12, in the Chamber of Commerce, 
of Eye Infirmary ; saw Dr. Reid, oculist, on Tuesday 
morning about 10, as to the " Eye" and M*Kenzie's book — 
still a standard work. Sang the hymn at family worship, 
" O for a closer walk with God." 

January 27. — Interested in the movement for the pro- 
motion of decorative art, brought under my notice by Mr. 
Jolly, H.M. Inspector of Schools. At the funeral of John 
Roxburgh, my next-door neighbour. Heard to-day of 
Colin Campbell's death ; distressed with these sudden calls. 
Important meeting at the School Board as to memorializing 
the Government postponed. At meeting of Governors, 
General Endowment Board, at 3 ; heard from Mr. Mundella, 
acknowledging copy of Burgh Records. 

February 15. — At 4 o'clock presided at the exhibition 
of plants, under Kyrle Society, in Annfield Public School. 
Pleased with the children's singing and the attendance of 
the parents. In the evening dined at the Lord Provost's 
to meet Duke of Argyle. . . . Formally accepted the 
position of Convener of the Committee on Foreign Affairs 
at the monthly meeting of Chamber [of Commerce]. 3.30 
on Tuesday gave the library a copy of Burgh Records. 
Could not go to Larbert as to extension of building ; had 
Finance meeting — a large balance at the credit of the 
Board. Wednesday at defaulters' meeting in Kennedy 
Street School. Thursday a very painful day at the Board. 
Outvoted by eight to five as to the leaving the school 
arrangements as they are. Sir J. N. Cuthbertson took me 
quite by surprise in voting as he did. The finding of the 
Board, I am told, is to shut my mouth. I believe that the 
step to be taken cannot be recalled ; prospectively, with a 
diminished probate grant, the Board will be on the rocks in 
1891-92. 

February 22. persistent and impatient unless he 

has his own way. I broke away from him yesterday ; 

quite annoyed with his unreasonableness. Met on Tuesday, 

'^th, at the Dean of Faculty's (Law), James Grahame and 

Villiam M'Onie, who told me that his tenant bad been 
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pressing hay in quantity for Bamum's menagerie. Sir G. B. 
M'Leod there. 

March i. — Got a note from Mr. Craig Roberton ; 
jubilant at the decision in the House of Lords as to the 
rights of the Buchanan Institute in ^4100. . . Our 

little pet dog very breathless. I fear he must soon pass 
away. 

March 8 (Sn/urdaj'). — I was so ill from weak action of 
the heart on Sabbath morning last that I had to send for 
Dr. M'Laren ; it was a state of painful unrest for two or 
three hours. On Monday I had to lie in my bed until 
he came. The brittle thread of life might be snapped 
without much warning. It is evident that 1 may not 
undertake more work, and that I must limit myself. The 
business at the School Board very trying. 

March i 5. — Went to the School Board. Mr. aired 

his views and carried his point. I was left with no 
supporters in keeping things as they are, except the three 
Roman Catholics. I don't understand the policy of the 
rest Already J. A. Campbell, M.P., has written Kennedy 
that he does not understand their reducing fees. Their 
policy will bring them more trouble than they anticipated. 
I had to go home on Monday immediately after the vote 
was taken about probate grant. On Tuesday re-elected by 
the Merchants' House to the Buchanan Institution under the 
new scheme. 

March 30. — I am refusing all engagements for morning 
and evening. ... I may not undergo prolonged or 
fatiguing labour. The vanity of things here has been 
brought home to my mind, 

April 5, — O Lord undertake for me ; I have no strength 
to serve Thee. 

April 10. — Heard to-day from Sir Arthur Mitchell and 
Mr. Sutten (Manchester Library), thanking me for copies 
of Stirling Records, Vol. III. Had a call yesterday from 
Mr. John Speir, fanner, thanking me for loan of books on 
" Agriculture," 1649-1652-1 775-1 81 1. He had found them 
more interesting than he had anticipated. The writers 
appeared to be 100 years before their time. 

April 12. — Wrote John Oswald Mitchell, thanking him 
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for the copy of Crossraguel Abbey. Have been reading 
Neil Douglas' sermons preached in Anderston, 1793. • • • 

April 16. — Tried to-night to get my mind into a right 
state by reading Owen; he is very powerful in describing 
the subtlety of sin and the violence of temptation. 

April 21. — Went out by 1.40 train to Lenzie to the 
funeral of Miss MTarlan. A very good turn-out of 
relatives — General M*Farlan and John, his brother ; Mr. 
Menzies and his wife (Miss M*Farlan, Muiravonside); Robert 
Pringle, R, Leckie Ewing, Norman M*Donald, Graham 
Watson. 

April 23. — In darkness and inward trouble ; cried to 
God. Went to the Business Committee of the University 
Council at 10.30. Then sat during fatiguing speeches in 
the Bute Hall from 11 to 1.15. Some men want good 
sense in drawling out their views — a waste of time. . . 
Had a very interesting letter from Dr. Rankine, who went 
out to Port Elizabeth ; gave the loan of it to John Wilson 
for the " Spout" 

April 26. — William M*Farlan died on Thursday night 
at 9. Sent Robert Ewing to tell N and M . 

April 30. — Yesterday at W. L. M*Farlan's funeral 

May 24. — This afternoon at 5 o'clock our little dog 
died on the rug in the dining-room ; poor little fellow, a 
little companion for fifteen years. I buried him in the 
back green, close to the wall, between two ferns. . . . 
Last evening at the opening of Washingfton Street School ; 
was helped much by J. O. Mitchell. Fleming's map of 
1 807 very interesting. Was pleased to find that what I 
said was interesting. A beautiful school. Saw J. M. Hill 
about "Wadset," and young Mr. Colin Donald. Got a 
nice note of introduction to Professor Robertson (Oriental 
languages) from Principal Douglas, with a view to decipher- 
ing the Indian characters on the blade of the sword ''Salim 
the Faithful." He could not make it out Left it with 
John Morison's son, the Sanscrit scholar. 

June I. — Sabbath morning, rose at 3 a.m. and looked 
out — almost daylight ; everything beautiful ; the trees in 
their glory. Thought of God's many mercies to me and 
bow ungratefiil — that I should be at Parkhall with all its 
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associations ! The rhododendrons in bloom, the horse 
chestnut, the hawthorn in profusion, throwing sheets of 
white blossom over the hedges, the laburnum and hiac. 

JuK€ 4. — Sir George Burns dead (an old landmark in 
the city) and G. W. Clark ; notices of both in the Herald 
yesterday. . The stream of the Endrick running 

very fast . . How I should cultivate tenderness of 

spirit I 

June 14. — I am happy to see others happy. On Wed- 
nesday night at the banquet to Stanley. Sir W. M'Kinnon 
kindly introduced me to Stanley. Sat beside Dr. Burns ; 
Cuthbertson very good — .short and out of the beaten track. 
. . . On Thursday at the luncheon in the Municipal 
Buildings. Sat beside Archbishop Eyre and Lady Mar- 
wick. In the evening at the lecture in the City Hall ; a 
first-rate lecture. Exchanged a few words with the Duke 
of Montrose. . . . Got an idea to be followed up 
. . as to inscription on scimitar so long in our 

possession. 

June 28. — Yesterday at the opening of H. A. Long's 
hall in Ingram Street ; declared the hall open. Declined 
to have medallion of myself in new school at Calton. A 
lovely night, the moon shining through the trees, it is 
scarcely dark ; I think I could write a letter without a 
candle, Archibald Robertson has retired from the Royal 
Bank. 

July 5, — A beautiful day with some showers ; the road 
resplendent from Balfron side with the dog rose. 

Jufy 16. — At 7.30 at Archibald Robertson's public 
dinner on his retiring from the Royat Bank. Sat next 
David Richardson, who talked about Stanley and the 
poisoned arrows (cobra), . , . Paid with some re- 
luctance jCs for an oil painting of Parkhall House, no 
idealism about it On Monday, 14th, detained in the 
tunnel and much too late for the meeting of the Chamber 
of Commerce at 1 2. Discussion on an ocean penny 
postage. 

Juiy 17 {Thursday). — How glorious the prospect from 
the haylield where the men and boys were working in 
getting the crop into coils. Looked down on the 
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valley where Fintry lies, with the " Muckle Bin " in the 
background. ... I am happy to find that the " Spout " 
lads have, by the arrangements of Mr. Grant, at Galashiels, 
every prospect of a pleasing and profitable visit to the 
borderland. Read with interest Dr. Kennedy's visit to 
Naples, etc The bringing out the classical associations 
in a graphic style very successful and very instructive. 

July 25 ( Friday). — Robert Aitken's death taken notice 
of in the Herald. His remains interred in Sighthill 
Cemetery on Wednesday ; one of the oldest stockbrokers 
in Glasgow. His death recalls the Bank of Scotland's 
premises where the Western Bank was in Miller Street 
as far back as 1826 or so. I remember his father and 
his sister, Miss Margaret, when my uncle lived in Miller 
Street. Walked out this morning by the new avenue; 
fine fresh air. Duncan at the turnips. 

August 4. — On Friday afternoon drove H. 

Geo. Hunter to station for train, 7.28 p.m., taking the 
Gartness " pot " on our way ; saw the salmon attempting 
to leap up the rush of water into the " pot" 2nd August : 
Sir A. Orr Ewing and Lady Orr Ewing called. He seemed 
to want repose by his look. . . . Rev. Dr. F. S. 
Hamlin, Washington, chaplain to the President U. S., called 
with a letter of introduction from Mr. John Burdon. Missed 
his call, being at Parkhall. 

August 9. — . . Went yesterday to the show at 

Killeam. Some beautiful animals. Proposed "The Judges" 
at the lunch — Mr. D. Wilson, jun,, Carbeth, in the chair. . . . 

August 13. — This morning, at 8 o'clock, the hills rose 
in majesty in the distance ; clear outline. 

September 4. — Made up bundles and boxes of heather 
for friends. . Drove with Mrs. M'Farlan and 

Frances to the " pot " of Gartness ; the boiling waters in 
their tremendous rush into the " pot " very interesting, and 
the salmon trying to leap up the stream. Yesterday very 
wet ; to-day fair ; the drive very fine ; the air soft and 
delicious. 

September 10. — Superintending the transformation of the 
old bam into a gardener's house, and the cutting of a field 
of com. The rabbits have destroyed a large part of it 
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Duncan Gunn says that there are only five stocks where 
there should be twenty. 

September 12. — Harvest progressing slowly. The rabbits 
have done great mischief to me in the field above the 
Fintry Road. 

September 17. — The har\-est field very pleasing; the com 
tall and the stocks large. Mused in the dull but dry 
day on the bounty of God. How beautiful the trees, 
the hedges, the swelling landscape. The mountains covered 
with mist, and a pal! or screen thrown over the distant 
prospect. . . Mr. J. G. A. Baird, M.P., sent me two 

brace of grouse, ... I could not find the map of 
the Ganges about my father's grave, but I shall write Mr. 
Anderson about it. Fell in to-night with a notice of Peter 
Borthwick in the Mail of 1 5th September. I remember 
well his being in Glasgow in 1831-2. . . , How I 
admired him. . . . There is another state of being 
where the inheritance will be ever blooming, and regenerated 
man will not be out of harmony with its purity and beauty. 

SeplefHber 20. — Left home by 9.23 train for Larbert 
Met R. L. Ewing at the station; drove with Bobby Pringle; 
pleased with the aspect of the mansion houses of Larbert 
and Dunipace. Leslie Park an old-fashioned house ; fine 
trees; and though not exceeding six acres or so, a most 
picturesque spot from the rise and fall of the ground. 
Mrs. M'Farlan's funeral .service presided over by Dr. 
M'Laren ; the brother at the funeral. Captain Christie — 
a tall man. . . The interment took place at Denny 

— the family burying-ground of the Moreheads. once of 
Herbertshire Castle. Drove back with the colonel, R. 
Pringle, and Wallace of Clonquaird, Ayr ; beautiful country. 
. . . On Thursday, when in town at School Board, 
called at the office of Kidstons, the writers ; found it was 
the funeral day of J. B. Kidston. Saw his sons on Friday, 
and tendered them my sympathy. J. B. K. an old school- 
fellow at Tillicoultry ; affecting and solemn message to me, 

Sepu-mber 24. — -In the afternoon with the reapers at the 
high field ; the machine at work — a cheerful sight. , , . 
The mountains grander than seen from the house. The 
elevation of say 50 feet or so makes all the difference. 
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September 27. — Wrote Mrs. M'Farlan about the library 
of 2400-3000 volumes left to her disposal. 

October 4. — Sent Mr. Thomas Stedman a book he had 
never seen. The Trees and Shrubs of Fife and Kinross. 
On Wednesday went to Kinross — a short journey 
(ij hours) over the upper Forth Bridge. Found Mrs. 
Williamson much the same, everything comfortable about 
her. . . , She is said to be 98 in November. Saw 
at the Alloa Station the Earl of Zetland, Lord Lieutenant 
of Ireland — a swarthy little man with spectacles, but with 
an air of distinction. 

October 9. — Dr. F. L, Robertson can manage men. 

October 1 1, — Went into town. The Duchess of Montrose 
introduced herself at the station ; she spoke about her 
institution. . . . Dr. Donald M'Leod, who is to open 
the German Church in Woodlands Road for Mr. Geyer. told 
me that the Germans as a body were very indifferent about 
religion. . . . J. N. C. asked me to dinner to meet 
Lord Kinnaird, but 1 had to decline. . . . 

October 21. — Gave Mr. Sinclair, for Peter Mackay, a 
modest young man of 25, who had saved a fellow work- 
man's life at the risk of his own, Dr. Stoughton's Great 
Light of the World and The Life qf Livingstone. 

October 22. — Drove to Auchirueck— saw Mr, Wilson and 
his daughter ; then to Killearn House, and then to Carbeth. 
The avenues to these sweet country places very fine. Mrs. 
Blackburn better, but none of the young ladies at home. 
, , . Mr. Wilson of Carbeth gave me a lithograph of the 
range of hills seen from Killearn. . . The lake 

apparently better seen than usual. 

October 24, — ... I got the present of a knife 
from Mr. Davie, of the Hammermen, with his trade mark, 
" Sanct Mungo." 

October 30. — The earlier part of the day very fine. The 
lime tree in front of the house still green, but the lac^e 
chestnut is naked. Walked quietly to John Buchanan's 
funeral at I o'clock, Mr. King accompanying me. The 
funeral service in the church. Struck with the beauty 
of the church. The graveyard, with the old ruin and the 
surrounding scenery, very picturesque and peaceful ; beauti- 
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fully kept. Sad that the resting place of the Napiers is 
ail cleared away, and no stone or memorials. On Saturday, 
the 2Sth, called on Sir A. Orr Ewing ; found him at home. 
Lady Ewing gone out ; very friendly. , . . The full 
moon a glorious object, seen over Fintry. The hills covered 
with snow. Looked at the Jubilee pictures. . . . Went 
to Stirling. Introduced by Colonel Stirling to Erskine of 
Cardross ; afterwards invited by Erskine to be introduced 
to Mr. Noel. DecUned ; did not wish to commit myself 
to what might have led to being involved in party feeling. 
. . . How humble I should be, how thankful, I pray 
that in leaving the country for the season, and going back 
to town, I may be more useful. 

November i. — The little black cat set free, after putting 
him in a basket to go into town. . , . Planted 
a fern this morning over Princie's grave in the back green. 
How thankful 1 should be that 1 am now quietly 
at home for the winter ; the weather mild and wet The 
country will soon be losing its attractions. The glories 
of tlie departing year — in the tints on the trees, in the 
snow-covered mountains, in the rush of the streamlets, in 
the clear expanse at night, with its freshness, linger on 
my memory ; but one thing alone can make me happy. 
May I accept the discipline of the holy providence of God. 
May 1 have grace to walk so as to please Thee. 

November 6. — Read SaUetle and Etepkanta, by John 
Ruskin of Christ Church ; a prize poem, recited in the 
Theatre, Oxford, June 12th, 1839. A great many beautiful 
lines, but not such a poem as to convey any very graphic 
idea of the subject. I am interested in it, as on 18th 
March, 1839, at the suggestion of Little, 1 finished five 
stanzas in Spenserian measure,' on the same subject, and 
sent them to Oxford. Sent John Morison my MSS. At 
the meeting about Day Nurseries — presided over by Dr. 
Donald M'Leod. Then at School Board j a long sederunt 
there; Sky very red this morning. . . Archibald 

Robertson critically ill. On Tuesday at the dinner in 
Windsor Hotel, St. Vincent Street, given to J. Dalrymple 
Duncan ; sat beside the chairman (left hand) ; surprised 
'See page 27. 
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that I should be taken notice of. Replied to a toast 
proposed by Dr. Story, recalling the first members of 
Council; it was in December. 1856. Mr. Honeyman and 
myself are the only survivors. 

November 10. — To-day a crowd of engagements. Had 
a letter from Mr. Burdon, N.Y., Troy, thanking me for the 
heather sent him. Part of it formed a wreath on the coffin 
of a medical man, Fairlie ; believed to be from Killeam, 
At Chamber of Commerce at 1 2 o'clock. French Treaty 
— Silver Law of U.S. — at r.30 ; at Property and Finance 
Committee at 2.30 — fixing salaries of officials ; at 3 at 
Irish Mission meeting ; at 3.30 at Stirlingshire Society to 
determine about bursary and as to next president; have 
done rather too much. 

November i J.^The Lord Advocate Robertson's visit 
over, in connection with opening of Calton Street School. 
Everything went off well ; said something about the Calton 
which appeared to please. Produced the old parchment 
about the letting of houses. Very wearied, having had no 
sleep. 

November 1 8, — Pamell's fall significant of the tendency 
of all violent political opinion. 

November 20. — Went to the meeting on behalf of the 
navvies. Sir James King's speech good. 

November 22. — Went to Dr. Adam's funeral — wet and 
windy weather ; service in Mr. Orrock Johnston's church. 
A lai^e number present — many with grey and white heads, 
. . . Went to Mr. Ravenstein's lecture on "Ancient 
Maps of Africa and the Nile." Almost incredible the 
amount of knowledge possessed four hundred years ago. 
Met the representatives of the University, etc. ; 
recommended for country districts a peripatetic system for 
the higher or secondary education. 

November 29. — Telegraphed to T. M. Fielding, " Archi- 
bald Robertson died last night at 9 o'clock." 
Spoke very decidedly to about F. L. R.'s policy regard- 
ing Logan and Johnston School. That man controls the 
minds of others too much. 

December 4. — Yesterday at Campsie at A. Robertson's 
funeral ; met at the house, where Principal Caird had 
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service. John Macdonald, from London, and young 
M'Farlan, of 42nd, there. Large funeral service in the 
church. 

December 8. — Went to the Presbytery meeting. Asked 
to say a few words ; said what was on my mind as to 
Dr. Chalmers' plan for meeting the misery and destitution 
of cities. Can scarcely tell if what I said was taken kindly, 
and was acceptable as a contribution to the problem. Too 
much made of General Booth ; he ignores what has been 
done for sixty years and more. 

December 1 1. — Find that I have got a great number of 
book's at Keith's sale — some belonging to the family 
[M*Farlan] as far back as 1761 or earlier. 

December 25. — On Monday at Committee on Sunken 
Masses ; spoke decidedly about Dr. Chalmers' scheme as the 
best ... At the opening of East-End Exhibition on 
Tuesday at 2. 

December 31. — Mrs. Williamson died on the 30th instant, 
in her 99th year. . . Have had some pleasant 

correspondence with T. D. Findlay about Christopher North, 
his father's old friend. It is now drawing near the close 
of the year 1890. Another hour and, if spared, I shall 
enter upon the year 1891 ; how swiftly time flies! — how 
solemn the advance to the Eternal World ! 
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January 2. — Went for about twenty-five minutes to the 
meeting of the Discharged Prisoners' Aid Society, and said 
a few words. The Molendinar rolling past thirteen hundred 
years ago. A man who once met Kentigern on its banks 
died while writing out the verse, " They that wait on the 
Lord shall not want any good thing." It was Columba. 

January 5. — Went to Kinross on Saturday, to the funeral 
of Mrs, Williamson — was chief mourner ; she was interred 
with her ancestors in the old burying ground facing Loch 
Leven Castle. Drove to the house in the carriage of Mr. 
Young of Cleish, Convener of the County. 

January 12. — Sir W, Collins excited about the Railway 
Strike. . Have felt some reluctance to commit 

myself to a contest (School Board). I would gladly retire, 
but there may t>e something unworthy in escaping criticism 
for the past seventeen years of work. I am unable for 
fatigue now. ... I would like to finish something 
before my change comes. 

January 1 8. — My failure of strength sets me often 
a-thinking of putting my house in order. I would like to 
get something settled ere I lie down never to rise again. 
Most reluctant to face the School Board Election on 20th 
March, but consenting on public grounds. This period of 
the year, exactly fifty years ago, my dear, sprightly sister 
Fanny passed away at Abbotsford Place — 23rd January, 
1841. Read over what I wrote on the 22nd, 24th, and 
28th January, 1841, 

January 24. — Trying to get my papers, etc., into 
order. 
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January 27. — An Interesting conversation about a Home 
for Inebriates ; wrote Dr. Yellowlees and Sir Arthur 
Mitchell. 

January 30. — At Out-door Blind meeting — Sir John 
Stirling Maxwell in the chair. Received friendly letters 
from Dr. Yellowlees and Sir A. Mitchell about inebriates ; it 
is a serious problem to which the committee are directing 
their attention. 

February 3. — Went with Mrs. Wright-Henderson and her 
daughter to the College ; met Mr. Young in museum, and 
had my attention directed to many interesting things ; then 
drove to Cathedral. 

February 6. — The nation generally may be Protestant 
and Christian, but the Legislature has no fixed principles. 
The Church of England will some day reel under this ques- 
tion of concurrent endowment. 

February 11. — Wrote Miss Johnstone of Alva about her 
scheme (domestic servants). 

February iS. — Went with James R. ConnaP to Finnies- 
ton to see the old house [Flnnleston House] where his 
father was born. . , . All cleared away — within 
Messrs. Thomsons' yard. 

February 24. — Read some extracts from some old 
pamphlets in my possession as to the treatment of in- 
ebriates. Received, to my surprise, a letter this morning 
from Dr. Hamlin, the chaplain to the President of the 
U.S. ; he appears never to have got the heather I sent to 
Liverpool for him. Met Mr. Parker Smith for two or three 
minutes at School Board Offices. Recalled my visit to 
London in December, 1850; his father a barrister in 
Lincoln's Inn then. 

March 9. — Meeting in Mr. Craig's office about material, 
shape, and colour of the academic costume and degree 
hoods in Glasgow and other British Universities. 

March 20. — Look forward with much solicitude to the 

fatigue of next week. . . . Mrs, Connal, 220 St. 

Vincent Street, very much exhausted — apparently sinking. 

. Total strangers to me have addressed me about 

the election. No one can tell how it will go, but it is sad 

' Soo of John Connal, Australia. 
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to see the indifference of people as to the points in dis- 
pute and as to the election itself. The fatigue has been 
very great, and I am thankful it is at an end. Dr. A. B. 
M'Grigor dying in Stirling. 

March 21.— Sad in coming into town, Doubtful as to 
the issue of the election. . . Wilson brought me the 

result after I had got home. Rather disappointing, but 
apparently a majority for the old policy of the Board. 

March 22. — When 1 came home from church this after- 
noon N met me at the door to say that aunt 

[Mrs. William Connal] had died at 1.15. . . . This 
will inaugurate great changes. She has survived my uncle 
34/^ years. I must prepare for a good deal of arrange- 
ment this week as to funeral, etc I pray for grace to 
act wisely and kindly. 

March 23. — . . Arranged with Mrs. Spofforth a3 

to the interment in my uncle's lair, — No. 161, new ground, 
High Church. Found the registrar, Ferguson, to be an 
old Stirling man. Funeral to be on Friday (Good Friday). 

March 27 {Friday). — . . Everything quiet and 

decorous. It is all over now. She [Mrs. Connal] was 
lowered into the grave about 3 o'clock. Heard 

yesterday from W. J. Thompson, after a long silence. 
He has twenty-six grandchildren. Went into Edinburgh 
on Tuesday, 24th, to see Sir A. Mitchell and Mr. Morton. 
Met Sir Douglas M'Lagan at his house (Mr. Morton's), 
Mr. Ross Taylor, Mr. Gordon Clark, and Mr. Rankine 
with me, about a scheme for inebriates. 

March 28, — Presided at the Marshall Trust distribution 
of bursaries in city schools, John Street. . . . Very 
pleasing and a remarkably high average of attendance ; a 
fair proportion of Glasgow, Lanarkshire, and Stirlingshire — 
sixty girls and boys present 

April 4. — Got my uncle's bust home and placed it in 
the dining-room under my mother's picture. . Had 

P. A. W. Henderson at dinner along with his son and Mr. 
and Mrs. J. C. Gibson on Wednesday, ist April. 

April 9, — Helped Col. Stirling, Gargunnock, to get the 
lad he is interested in introduced to Mr. Holmes, Y.M.CA., 
London. 



April 10. — Yesterday, in going over the volume of the 
Glasgow Courier, came upon the advertisement about 
Parkhall, 27th February, 1827. 

April 1 6. — At School Board to-day. Look with solicitude 
on the policy of the Board being overturned by the united 
action of R. C. and Free Educationists. 

April 1 8 {Saturday). — Yesterday went to Larbert by 
train 9. 1 5 — a beautiful morning. The Ochils with a 
powdering of snow. . ■ . To-day find that the furniture 
at 220 St. Vincent Street is to be sold on Friday first, 
and the books in three weeks or so. There may be some 
mementoes of my uncle and aunt Frances amongst them. 
Met N. Spens and Dr. Stewart of Lovedale. Dr. Stewart 
about to start for Africa. ... As 1 left Miller Street 
to-day, I turned to look at the old house where I first 
saw the light. 

April 3 1. — Went this morning to the grave in the new 
burying ground. . . . Went to the closing ceremony of 
the East-End Exhibition, presided over by Lord Aberdeen. 
Walked to George Square with James Campbell of Tullich* 
ewan. 

April 2 3.^Sent Mrs, Fielding the name of the plant she 
had found, Helleborus viridis. 

April 25. — Got home some things as mementoes of my 
uncle from 220 St. Vincent Street . . . At J. M. Hill's 
funeral on Friday. His loss mourned by a wide circle 
of professional and other friends. 

April 27. — Yesterday found the passage in my note- 
books (January, 1843) about the "Lot" Got a copy 

to-day from 's son, the only one he has, published 

1858. Talked with Dr. Bryce about republishing it 

April zZ. — An invitation from the Duchess of Montrose 
about her Children's Home, Balmaha. 

April 30. — Spoke to Dr. Charles Gairdner about his 
lecture on " Gold." . . . 

May 2. — Returned from the opening of the Montrose 
Home for Poor Children, Balmaha. A beautiful day. 
Spoke to the Lord Provost about the Buchanan Institution 
and the Lc^an and Johnston School. T. D. Findlay died 
yesterday. . . The sail to Balmaha very enjoyable. 
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The great mountain mass of Ben Lomond, covered with 
snow, was most majestic. The Duke and Duchess very- 
gracious. 

May 7. — Administered oath as J.P. to a German lady 
dfsiring to become a citizen of this country. . . . 
Yesterday examined my uncle's books to be sold to-day. 
How many memories they revive ! 

May 8.- — Very much gratified in getting so many of my 
uncle's books. 

May 9. — Consulted Mr. Nicol as to my uncle's bust. 

May 14. — This afternoon paid the bonds on Arngomery ; 
no debt on it now. 

May 20. — Heard Lord Salisbury at the presentation 
of the Freedom of the City. A grand sight. Drove into 
town with Sheriff Erskinc- Murray, At the luncheon. . . . 
On Monday, i8th, a field day at the School Board. In 
the evening at Stanley's lecture ; most dramatic and effec- 
tive, but St. Andrew's Halls only three-quarters full. Had 
some talk with him before any one came in. 

May 25. — On Friday night, with some reluctance, went 
to hear Professor Vambery lecture in the Philosophical 
Hall. An interesting man, but sometimes too rapid and 
indistinct. On the same day at the Victoria Infirmary 
examining the method of ventilation. Very much pleased. 

. . The Museum and Art Galleries Committee have 
accepted the marble bust of my uncle, and I hope yet to 
see it amongst the treasures of the Corporation of Glasgow, 
where he spent a useful and honourable life. 

May 30. — Went out to Parkhall on Thursday. The 
country bright and fresh. Walked up to the field under 
cultivation at the high wood ; walked into the high wood, 
and surprised to sec how the trees have grown all round 
it. I saw and bowed to Mr. J. P. Alston of Muirbum on 
Monday or Tuesday last. He is dead, after four days' 
illness. Had a call yesterday aftemooij from John D. Bryce 
about George Square reminiscences. 

June 3.— Yesterday at Mr. David BarHs funeral. The 
service in St Mary's Episcopal Church rather too long. 
Some features in the choristers and the Bishop kneeling 
before the altar rather High Church. 
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June 9. — Agreed to become a Guild Brother and Burgess 
of Stirling. . . . The copy of the tablet where my 
father, brother, and sisters* births and deaths are recorded, 
sent me by Mr. Peter Ferguson, warden of High Church 
burying ground ; my dear mother's btrth and death to be 
recorded on the other side. 

June 12. — Home from town to-day. Wrote Mr. Gal- 
braith, Town Clerk, Stirling, about making declaration before 
Provost Yellowlees a.s to being a faithful burgess. 
The children of the Band of Hope to have an excursion 
to Fintry ; old brown horse to go with waggon, and to be 
decorated with ribbons. , . The Baccarat Scandal a 

painful revelation of unbridled passion ending in misery, 
desertion, hatred. 

June 18. — Country very beautiful; rhododendrons mi^- 
nificent. Happy to take some flowers to those who have 
none. 

June 22. — Rose at 6 ; a glorious morning, 
Joseph Townsend dead. Remember sending Vartan (now 
at Nazareth) and Joseph Anton to the top of the chimney- 
stalk before the scaffolding was taken down. 
Very happy in arranging that the poor blind and partially 
imbecile boy has been received into the Blind Asj-lum. 

June 25 (^Thursday). — After writing a good many notea 
about things pres.sing on me, went to the field beyond 
Redyett. John ploughing with brown horse ; a fine lookf 
ing creature at a distance. D, Brown, boy, and girl setting 
up potatoes. A fine breeze, soft and cooling. 
Yesterday, at lunch time. Provo.st Yellowlees made hU 
appearance, and I signed the book in which Burgesses 
and Guild Brothers are enrolled, and made the declaratioiu 
Saw Lord John Russell's signature and those of Ebenezeri 
Connal and John Connal (I think about 1780). My. 
father's signature along with his brothers', Patrick and 
John, in 1804. Wil^am Connal's (Solsgirth) name appeaitf 
as the last burgess admitted. Saw Mr. Copeland — a ciQ' 
missionary in the Cowcaddens — father of one of the 1 
outstanding pupils of the High School. The boy has \ 
the Hutchinson gold medal (Latin), and has prizes in Greek] 
Latin, French, and German, and in Mathematics he has \ 
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the Wellpark gold medal. What a contrast to my sinful 
trifling in 1 826-7. 

July 2. — Have felt at times very wearied. Often calling 
to mind the tendency to fall away altogether ; my indiscre- 
tions, my temptations. " O Lord, hold Thou me up and 
I shall be safe." 

July 8. — Rose at 6. i 5 ; dull, rainy morning. Life is a 
discipline, and yet how thankful I should be! There are 
many things to try and throw one down. I remain at 
Parkhall all day, having no pressing necessity to go into 
town. 

Jttly 1 1. — Had some talk about . I have often 

thought that I was too bold in speaking to that man. 
In the light of the Eternal World I may not have erred, 
but it cost me the courtesies of acquaintanceship. 

July 16. — I have been too shy in my relation to others. 
. . . , Learned, to my deep distress, from Sir J, N. 
Cuthbertson the critical state of Dr. Kennedy. 

July 22.^ — On Monday, on coming into town, invited to 
meet the envoys of King Gungunbama, King of Gazaland, 
at luncheon in Central Hotel ; Mr. Denis Doyle acting as 
interpreter. . . , Saw Alc.x. Stewart [gardener] on my 
way home on Monday afternoon ; very weak, but with a 
bright eye. To-day Wm. J. Thompson holds a festival on 
the occasion of his golden wedding-day at St Mary's 
Church, Kippington, . . . Declined the invitation to 
the unveiling Carlyle's bust in Wallace Monument on 
Saturday next 

July 23. — Happy to learn that Dr. Kennedy is pro- 
gressing favourably. He is grateful for the flowers ; pleased 
that they gratify friends, Wont up to the High Church 
yard ; pleased to find the tablets all in order, and saw 
Mr. Ferguson, warden. Sent him a copy of the mono- 
gram on the Mill on the Molendinar. . . . When 
looking at the manse of the Prebend of Provan this 
afternoon we spoke of constant change. I said it was 
part of the discipline we are under, and that it is in- 
tended we should feel it. The whole surroundings of the 
Cathedral greatly improved. . . Our little hay crop 

being secured. Impressed with the majesty of the view 
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from the brae where the men and boys were working. 
On Wednesday a fine breeze, and the fragrance of the 
clover and grass very sweet. 

July 25. — A bright, breezy day. The haymaking carried 
on under the most favourable circumstances — a vast ex- 
panse of blue sky. Saw Sir A. Orr Ewing on his 
way to Ballikinrain. Engaged for the best part of the 
forenoon writing out from memoranda — my will. I hope 
that I may be guided aright Saw and spoke to the 
Duke of Montrose yesterday morning at the station. 
. . . Alex. Stewart died yesterday morning ; funeral on 
Monday. . . . How fresh the country air as I drove 
along the road to Parkhall after being in town. 

August I. — Busy all day ; went up in the morning to 
see the young men at the turnips in the high field. 
Elected a Governor of the Stirling Educational Trust by 
the University Court, Glasgow. Congratulated by Mr. 
Mure Smith, of the West Church. Had an early call from 
Lady Orr Ewing. No other interruption. Invited to meet 
the Lord Mayor of London on the i8th inst ; distributed 
illustrated and other papers. . . . Wednesday at Cattle 
Show, Stirling. Lunched with Provost Yellowlees ; 
struck with the picturesque aspect of the surroundings. 
The outline of the castle very fine. Introduced to Mr. 
Noel (son of Baptist Noel) and Mr. Campbell Colquhoun 
of Garscadden by Alexander Crum Ewing. At the meet- 
ing of members in pavilion ; heard Forbes of Culloden 
speak. . . Pleased to get a reading of a letter from 

Mr. Miller, Demerara. The young men have got a fair 
start; surely the "Spout" has done good even so far away. 

August 7. — Went up to the Cattle Show at Killeam. 
Beautiful amphitheatre of country, fine animals. A fine 
feature of agricultural life in thus bringing farmers and 
landowners together ; had to say something at lunch 
time about the judges, and tried to interest those present 
about agricultural education. . Affected by the 

sight of the flowers to-day ; what richness and variety of 
colour I What must heaven be ? what beauty has God shed 
on a fallen world I 

Aujgust 17 (Monday). — Spent Saturday quietly picking 
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up leaves and flowers for Monday morning. Duncan 
[nardencr] in the garden after his illness ; he has got a 
shake. 

August 20. — Interested in getting the extract from a 
letter addressed to Mr, Wilson of Auchineck by Mr, 
Anderson, about Obia Factory and my father's tomb. 
The place covered with jungle and scarcely known ; tomb 
said to be twenty feet high. Restored James Campbell of 
Tullichewan's coat to him, taken by me yesterday (19th) 
when at Buchanan Castle. The Duke and Duchess very 
gracious — a princely domain ; some fine trees and specially 
a Pr'iea nobilis twenty-six years old. . , Banquet to 

the Lord Mayor and Sheriffs of London on Tuesday night, 
iSth. A magnificent affair; sat beside Dr. Stalker and 
Mr. Caldwell, Clerk to the County of Renfrew. 

August 24. — Received a note from the Duke of Mon- 
trose, thanking me for the information as to the pine that 
grows on the Carpathian Mountains. 

August 26. — Did not go into town to-day ; engrossed in 
cutting down a large tree. Afraid to leave the men; they 
are so foolhardy. As the day progressed, cut down trees 
and branches near the garden — a necessary thing, but it 
interfered with work I had chalked out for myself. 
The little book, Games of Chance Unlawful, now 
issued. 

August 29. — Beautiful day: impressed with the beauty 
of the sky, the heather-empurpled hitla, the stream, the 
cutting of corn, the sheep in the pastures. Went over to 
Balfron Flower Show; what beautiful colours and designs I 
Affected to think what heaven is, when there is so much 
beauty on earth. 

September i. — Barometer very much down. 

Septembtr 5. — Disappointing day; instead of clearing up 
it was wild and gusty, with sometimes heavy rain ; sad at 
the postponement of reaping the little crop of com. The 
weather is part of our discipline in this life. 

Stptember 1 1 {Friday). — On Tuesday went to the con- 
versazione and reception by the Lord Provost and Mrs. 
Muir of the members and delegates of the Young Men's 
Christian Association. . . . Introductd to Mr. [Geoigc 
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, who is said to be the founder in London < 



W.] William; 
the Y.M.C.A. 

September I2, — 1 notice in the newspapers the death of 
Mr. Carrs, of Cambridge — a man 1 met at Rossie Cast) 
and whose name recalls Little and old times — the succi 
of [Charles] Simeon. 

September i6.— Came oul this afternoon with Sir A." 
Orr Ewing, who was asking about R. L, Swing's family. 
Expected to have met Lord Balfour of Burleigh, but 
Mr. J. Ferguson, secretary, met him and arranged with hini 
to preside at the Centenary of Stirling's Library. 
J. Wilson put into my hands to-night at 5. 30 a letter froi 
Calcutta about my father's tomb — at last identified ; but 
the bricks taken by a native, within the last two or three 
years, to build his house. What a solemn thing; everything 
swept away. , . . Thought of the omniscience and 
omnipresence of God. "Thou God seest me.' 

September 22. — Duncan Gunn [gardener] reported to 
have been very ill during the night I fear his end 
near. 

September 23. — Saw Duncan Gunn this morning 
afternoon. I think him rather better. . . , The meetii 
with Principal Caird to take place to-morrow, J. Guthi 
Smith agreed to go if J, O. Mitchell declined- 
inviting him to take part in the Centenary of Stirling*! 
and Glasgow Public Librarj-, at which Lord Balfour of 
Burleigh is to preside. . . . Have had the burgess 
ticket (Stirling) of William Leckie of Broich photographed. 

September 25.- — At the marriage yesterday of John 
Wilson's daughter. Archbishop Smith performed the 
ceremony. ... A great gathering of friends and 
neighbours. Left immediately after the bride and bride- 
groom had left. A magnificent rainbow stretching from 
Dungoyne across the strath towards Ben Ledi. The hill 
seen from the road leading to Finnich Toll very fine 
their abrupt elevation above the strath. 

September 26,— Yesterday at the unveiling of the portrait 
of Sir James King. 

October 10. — When gathering evergreens in the avenue — 
a fine, fresh morning, but unsettled as to weather — heai 
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that Duncan Gunn was dead. John's little girl came and 
to!d me. Went and saw his sister, A faithful servant gone. 
A rainbow, perfect but faint, spanned the heavens over 
the cottage, . , . Engaged for about three and a half 
hours with these flowers. Mary Ewing and Maggie Connal 
helped me to put them up. Constant occupation and 
weariness have prevented my writing in this book since 
26th September. . . . Drove to meeting of Agri- 
cultural Discussion Society in Christian Institute — Duke of 
Montrose presiding — rather late, but managed to show face. 
, , . On Wednesday, 7th, went to the re-opening of the 
Mitchell Library in Miller Street, by the Marquis of 
Bute. His remarks original and above the ordinary level 
of thought Too late for the presentation of the freedom 
of the city. 

October 14, — Duncan Gunn's funeral to-day ; his memory 
much respected, . . . Wrote ail the people in my 
district about my being unable to call with Communion 
tickets, 

October 22. — A rainbow spanned the heavens over Loch 
Lomond. . . . Yesterday attended the Prisoners' Aid 
Society in the Chamberlain's room. It proved, as Sir 
James King, who presided, said to me in the train, a 
pleasant meeting. 

October 24. — Called to-day on Sir A. Orr Ewing and 
Honourable Mrs, Charles at Old Ballikinrain, but missed 
them. A most beautiful day — the hills clear, the tints 
of autumn very beautiful ; cleared the garden of blossoms, 

October 28. — Rose at 6,20, and went out to gather 
blossoms and evergreens, etc., for in the City Poor- 
house ; I believe that they do good in brightening the lives 
of those in her ward. 

November 3 . — Lifted my heart to the great Burden 
Bearer, . . The country very beautiful. 

November tj. — Very much surprised and gratified at Dr. 
Dougall (stranger) sending me a copy of John Young's paper 
on the Campsie district. 

November 2i. — Affected to recall, in reading the book 
on T/ie OcJiils, etc., a period of sixty-three or sixty-four 
years aga 



338 D/AJtr [1891 

November 28. — On Thursday, 26th, drove to the College 
a weary wait for an hour from 1 1 to 12; students 
boisterous and noisy. . . . The Earl of Stair made 
his appearance in his robes as Chancellor ; Mr. Balfour, 
Lord Rector, followed ; then Dr. Caird in a red gown, said 
to be the full dress of a D-D. Not impressed with what 
Mr. Balfour said ; it was at best a difficult task to know 
what to say. Lunched in the Examination Hall with the 
grandees ; sat opposite Dr. Kerr and beside Dr. Bottomley 
and Dr. Cleland. Yesterday did rather too much. At the 
presentation of Sir \V. Thomson's portrait and replica by 
Lord Rector. The encomiums on Sir William impressed 
Professor Ramsay with the idea of a funeral ! Spoke 
afterwards to Sir William about his father, etc. His inter- 
course very friendly ; what an immeasurable distance betwi 
that man and me ! 

December 3. — Sad accounts of Dr. Kennedy, not relishing 
or taking food ; Dr. Munro has given up hope. 
Guthrie Smith ill of congestion of the lungs. Gave Dr. 
W. H. Hill live old parchments and three papers lent me by 
the Registrar. 

December 1 1. — Heard yesterday by a messenger from the 
School Board of the death of Dr. Kennedy ; very sad. At 
the meeting of the School Board at i to 3.30. The event 
cast a shadow over all the proceedings. . , Lawson 

told me to-day that the Prisons of the World was useful to 
him. Got home my uncle's Fall of Foyers and my father's 
Herefordshire. Arranged to give a fir tree for Free St 
James* Band of Hope. 

December 14. — Snowy, ungenial day. Poor Dr. 
Kennedy's funeral in the Necropolis ; drove to the ground 
with Sir J. N. C. and Dr. Munro. ... At 1.30 at 
Stirling's Library with Lord Balfour, to show him the 
Institution, The centenary meeting passed off fairly 
enough ; it lasted about an hour and a half. 
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January 2. — I see that Sir William Thomson has been 
made a peer, 

January 5. — Saw Mr. M , of the Barony Board, 

about his article in the newspapers as to " Pauperism." 
Tried to arrange my books and papers ; they have been 
thrown into great confusion by cleaning the room. . . . 
On coming down North Hanover Street gave some brandy 
to a boy who fell from a horse as I was passing ; it ap- 
parently revived him. 

January 6.— Went to the meeting for arranging a 
deputation to the Lord Provost to summon a meeting of 
the cititens about the Russian persecution of the Jews. 

January 9. — Busy with my books all day. Went with 
the deputation to the Lord Provost about the Jews yester- 
day ; spoke to on coming into town about the being 

forgotten by the rising generation. In a few weeks we pass 
away and the world goes on as before ; he said, " Their very 
dust to Him is dear." 

January i 5. — The death of the Duke of Clarence fills 
everyone's mind. Very sad when so near his marriage ; it 
occurred yesterday morning. Cardinal Manning died at 8 or 
about an hour earlier. 

January iS. — At 4 at Stirlingshire Society meeting in 
Arthur Forbes' office ; dinner postponed. 

January 20, — At the Cathedral with N ; a very 

appropriate and suitable service ; lit up with gas : the day 
very dark , one thousand people ; a magnificent pile of 
building. Visited, before going home, the burial place where 

ar ones lie. 



January 22, — Went to the meeting about Dr. A. B. 
M'Grigor's memorial at 1 1 ; decided on a window in the 
Bute or Randolph Hall. 

January 27. — At home busy with my books and papers, 
trying to get them into order. . . . How humble I 
should be ; how forbearing to the faults of others. 

February i . — Spurgeon died at Mentone yesterday ; he 
will be much missed. 

February 3. — Spoke strongly in coming out of the hall 
to the Early Closing Association deputation, and said that, 
instead of trusting to legislation, they should face the loss 
incurred by shutting their shops, If public opinion is so 
much in their favour compared with what it was, why not 
do it? 

February 8. — On Friday, gth inst, at Dr. M'Kendrick's 
about the University ordinances as to women attending 
University. . , Went to the Corporation Galleries to 

see my uncle's bust. 

February 12. — , , asked me my age 

to-day ; rather startling, but I was quite frank ; men think 
I am old. I am Hearing the Eternal World in their judg- 
ment 

February 17. — My MS. volume (Porteous Extracts) to be 
shown at the meeting of the Archzeological on Thursday 
evening. 

February 1 8. — To-day met as a Board, and appointed Mr. 
Alexander, of Dundee, Clerk to the School Board. . , 
General David M'Farlan's wife buried to-day at Lennox- 
town. 

February 20. — Found in a tin box, too long left open 
and neglected, interesting correspondence relating to my 
mother and sister. I am almost inclined to think that I 
have retained too many papers and too cumbersome cor- 
respondence. 

February 23. — The MSS. Porteous Presbytery Records 
much appreciated by Archaeological Society. ... At 
Dr. M'Kendrick's in the evening (Monday), at 7. Drove 
out — a cold, disagreeable night Final meeting about the 
University Ordinances ; two hours. I expressed my 
opinion, as Dr. M'Kendrick asked it, that T thought that 
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after further experience these ordinances would be under 
the revision of the Commissioners within the next seven 
years ; that we were in a state of transition, etc., etc. 
Dr. M'Kendrick, whom I met in Gordon Street this 
morning, to my surprise, expressed himself pleased with 
what 1 had said. Except the calling attention specially, at 
the next meeting of Council, to one or two points that 
might command popular attention, it was needless to 
approach the Privy Council or Parliament. 

February 37. — Had a very kind note from John 
Cowan, who seemed pleased with my making my ap- 
pearance in Edinburgh on Thursday, 2 5th. Went to 
Edinburgh on that day by 1 1 o'clock train. Went to the 
Exhibition of Pictures by Living Artists. Interested in two 
or three pictures — " Evening, Strathspey," by Denovan 
Adam, and " lona Cathedral. Moonlight," by James 
Palcrson, and " November Sunset," by Wellwood Rattray. 
The wonderful management of the shadow cast by the 
setting sun, and the glorious bright light on the bushes at 
the top of the hill ; the weird look of the old graveyard 
and the tower, lona, and the wild rush of waters in the 
last, impressed me. Went to the Imbecile Institute at the 
Bible Society at 2, and remained till the public meeting 
took place in the Royal Hotel. Sat between the Lord 
Provost and the President of the Faculty of Physicians and 
Surgeons (Dr. Simpson). Said a few words. Dr. Simpson 
referred to the dying words of Edward Forbes, the great 
naturalist^" dying like a stuck pig, going down a stream." 
I think Dr. Balfour told me this remark was made to 
himself. 

March 1. — Yesterday took part in the proceedings of 
Miss M'Alptne's Training Home for Nurses at 3 — Sir 
John Bums in the chair. Most reluctant to speak. 

March 9. — Wandered into the Exhibition of Pictures. 

March 13. — Went to Flower Show in Springbank School. 
Hyacinths very good. . . . Spoke to Ex-Bailie Simons 
about the distress of the Jews crowding to the frontiers. 

March 18. — At a meeting of defaulting parents, Govan 
Street, on Wednesday, i6th. Some painful cases. One 
little girl of 7 J years borrowing money- in pennies or so. 
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ostensibly for her mother (4s. 6d. owing one neighbour), 
spending it in sweets. . . . Mr. Brand (Lord Hampdm) 
dead. Miss Steven of Bellahouston dead ; her will an 
object of much interest. . . . Professor Ramsay appar- 
ently interested in my peripatetic idea as to Secondaiy 
Education in country districts. 

March 19 {Saturday night). — At home all day — trying 
to " redd up " my books. . . . Corrected proof of j 
Stirling's Library centenary report . . . Read with much 
interest passages in the journal of Sir Walter Scott. 

April 5. — At Stirling to-day. The day dull and sky 
grey. How quiet the streets in the old town — yesterday 
the spring holiday here — the city deserted. ... On 
Saturday hunted amongst books and papers to try and 
trace some notices of Dr. M'Leod (St. Columba) when in 
London, when he raised /^ 10,000 for Highland destitution 
in 1835. Rev. Donald M'Leod wants to trace it. 

April 7. — Tried to trace out for Mr. John Robertson, 
Philosophical Society librarian, the places where the society 
had held its meetings in the earlier period of its history. 
So far successful from old Glasgow directories. . . . 
Returned the books on the " Lot " lent me from the F.C. 
College Library, remarks by Thos. Gataker, B.D.. 1619, and 
a Latin book on the same subject, 1638. I am struck witli 
the rapid changes taking place. The faces of the population 
are changing — everything presses towards eternity. I some- 
times think that 1 am putting my house in order — preparing 
for a change. 

April 1 3. — Very wearied. . . . Yesterday at uinual 
meeting of Stirling's Library — Ixird Provost in the chair 
— and at y at the dinner. Sat between Dr. Muir and 
Mr. A. Mitchell. A remarkable company — representative, 
literary, scientific, and commercial. Did not leave till 11.15, 
, . . Mathematics to me a region impenetrable. Never 
introduced into the rudiments of it even fairly when at 
school. . . , The " Spout " in a state of transition — 
the future is very dark — I believe it has done good. Monday, 
I ilh, at Chamber of Commerce at I2. Bimetalism pushed 
on our notice. 

April 16. — Yesterday at Foreign Affairs Committee 
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13 about the policy of France in the region of Western 
Africa overshadowing British influence and trade. 

At the School Board . . . spoke privately to Mr. 

about his bluntness on the previous day at the Finance 
Committee. Rather pleased with his frankness. 

April 1 9. — Went over with Mary Ewing old papers 
relative to Thos, Leckie, minister of Kilmaronock, 170Z, 
etc. , ■ . At the opening of Mrs. Higginbotham's Home 
for Nurses, Bath Street, at 3.30. Much pleased. . , . 
On Monday rather pushed — Chamber of Commerce at 12, 
currency proposals of Mr. Goschen. 

April 21.— Saw Dr. Donald M'Leod, and he promised 
to give me back my book about the prayer of his father at 
the laying of the foundation of Jamaica Street Bridge 

April 23 {^Saturday). — For the greater part of the day 
going over the applications for the head mastership of the 
mathematical department of the High School. It was a 
great mistake at Tillicoultry that the tuition was exclusively 
classical — I feel the want of mathematics now. 

April 36. — Wrote C, D. Donald, resigning the position of 
President of Regality Club, as I thought it was expected. 

April 27. — Sent Lady Bums £\o los. for the " Empress" 
Training Ship. , Received by post a letter from 

Jerusalem — a short note from James Bell (Duncan's old 
partner), enclosing two olive leaves from the garden of 
Getlisemane, on Monday morning. Very kind and very 
interesting. 

April 29. — Had an interesting letter this morning from 
Mr, Forbes MoncriefT as to Oliphant of Rossie's ancestor's 
relation to Walter Stirling's house in Miller Street. He 
was Postmaster General of Scotland, r797. . . . Dr. 
Robertson full of the business of the Art Gallery. . . . 
Archbishop Eyre made an LL.D. to-day at the University, 
Talked (to a stranger, a friend of Dr. A. Bonar) 
about immigration of labourers from Samoa into Queens- 
land. I went home perplexed at the changes as to the 
complications in educational matters. The Day Industrial 
School proposals before Parliament ominous for the national 
system of education. It is the first step to denomina- 
tionalism. Yesterday at Finance meeting, then at Regality 
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Rhododendrons in their glory. . . . On Saturday, 4th, 
at a meeting of the Parochial Board ; took part in the election 
of Dr. Roxburgh as medical man for Killearn Parish. Taylor, 
the smith, called the same evening with Mr. Blair about Dr. 
Forrester for Balfron. He gave me Miss Morrison's deed of 
settlement, in which my father appears prominently as a 
trustee — an office which he resigned on going to India. , . . 
In the deed the Barony of Ballindalloch is referred to as 
having been created by a charter under the Great Seal in 
favour of John Cunninghame of Drumbcg, writer to the 
signet, dated at Whitehall, the 21st April, 1687. . . . 
The wll was in favour of the British and Foreign Bible 
Society. Glasgow Royal Infirmary, and Chapel of Ease, Gart- 
more. Deeds signed 3rd Nov., 1827, The deed 

was lodged in the hands of Michael Connal, Esq., of Parkhall, 
at the testator's particular request, as attested by Alex. 
Henderson, N.P., and William Meikleham, N.P., 17th Nov.. 
1827. 

June 15. — On Saturday came into town to lay the foun- 
dation stone of Logan and Johnston School of Domestic 
Economy. Some rain, but on the whole all passed off well. 

June 22.^ — Dull day, and damp. Wrote Mr. Nicol 
(Chamberlain) and E. Connal about Mauritius disaster. . . . 

June 25. — . , . At 3. at meeting about Mauritius 
disaster — Lord Provost in the chair. Sir J. King, Bailie 
Guthrie, Mr. Martin (Scott & Co.), Ebenezer Connal. 
Started the movement Doubtful if much can be done. 
Surprised by an invitation from Dr. Graham, Dean of 
Faculty, to propose J. A. Campbell as representative of the 
Universities of Glasgow and Aberdeen. 

Jufy 6. — Mrs. M'Farlan and Frances with us since Friday 
morning. Voted for Mr. Baird. 

July 9. — Had a delightful drive with Frances, Maggie 
Connal, and Ebenezer Connal's grand -daughter (Catherine), 
and Mrs. M'Farlan, round by Fintry. The Meikle Bin 
very well seen ; the wild roses all along the road beautiful. 
The girls gathered yellow iris in a marsh, in a wild part 
of the road. . . . 

July 15. — Sir. A. Orr Ewing called this afternoon with 
his two grand -daughters, the children of his son (Archibald). 
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July 19. — Shook hands with Mr. Ernest Noel at 
station. Met last week tlie Duke and Duchess of Montrose 
at the station. The Duke was on his way to Edinbui^h 
to preside as Lord-Clerk Registrar at the election of Scotch 
peers to serve in the new Parliament. The gain of the 
Gladstonians depressing. It appears a kind of infatuation, 
but the return of that man to power may be the very 
means to bring the country to its senses. ... j 

Juiy 23. — The roses in the garden in full blow. . . J 
Employed myself yesterday in copying out the pages of 
the Field Naturalists' Club that are out of prinL It is 
interesting to note how the mind of man fastens on some 
pursuit, and what fascination the appearance, the varieties, 
the habits of the minutest forms of insect life have for 
him. ... In the country on Tuesday, when the arm 
of a large tree, nearly 40 feet long, near the house, was 
rent away by the storm of wind from the north, disfigur- 
ing the tree. Barometer fell very much. Depression is 
travelling (so the Scotsman says) towards Switzerland. 

August 3, — Wrote out some more MSS. copy of Field 
Naturalists' first Report, and then walked up to where 
M'Adam was cutting grass. Fresh bracing air — splendid 
panorama. Thought of my mother. . . . On 

Monday at Chamberlain's office about a supply of meal to 
Lewis fishermen's families. 

August 5 {Friday). — Drove to Cattle Show at Killeam- 
showery weather. Unexpectedly had to take the c 
. . Saw Mr. D. Paterson from Drum. Visited 

Flower Show — some beautiful plants. Yesterda] 

at Finance Meeting of School Board. Sent ;^50 to 
Association for Promotion of Music and Art, 

August 9. — Duchess of Montrose's invitation for 1 7' 
Met her this morning. . . . Early this morning or 
the path leading to High Wood. Glowing prospect — 
quite clear all round. Last night bright moon. On 
Sabbath ... a glorious sunset — heavens as if on fire, 
Georgina Gibson made an interesting statement about her 
work in Ludhiana. Drove out to hear her. 

August 12. — Yesterday I entered upon my 76th year. 

August 1 8 {Thursday). — Did not enjoy sound sleep. 
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Felt yesterday and since Monday great failure of strength. 
This morning wet ; a great contrast to yesterday. Magni- 
ficent weather. Hills remarkably clear. Drove with 

N to Buchanan Castle. Kindly received by the 

Duchess at the door and by the Duke of Montrose on 
the terrace. Magnificent prospect stretching down to the 
loch. Inchmurrin filling up the middle of the picture. 
Drove home z'ia Drymen at 4.45. . . On Monday 

had to speak my mind at the School Board about re- 
linquishing the fees of Abbotsford School. 

August 23. — Went to the Chamberlain's office to the 
meeting of the Discharged Prisoners' Aid Society. Things 
moving more sweetly. Sir J. King in the chair. . . 
The great difficulty as to the Society will be money. 
Mary L. Ewing and Graham Ewing with us. 
The sisters of Colonel M'Farlan expected to-day on a 
visit. On Saturday, 20th. drove (10.30) over by Lemock 
Toil to Arngomery. The ride over the moor exhilarating 
— the sub-Grampian range, the Fintry Hills, the Glinns — 
the streams, the wild flowers, the heather. Came down 
by the mill (built by John Leckie, 1801). Hospitably re- 
ceived by Mr. and Mrs. Mitchell. Visited the garden. 
Met Sir W. M'Onie. Mr. Welsh introduced me to Captain 
Campbell of Boquhan. Visited the graveyard. Drove home. 

August 30. — ^Drove with N and C. M'Farlan to 

Balliktnrain. Met Lady Orr Ewing driving in a different 
direction. Drove round by Holm of Balfron, Beautiful 
view of the hills after a day of very heavy rain. Graeme 
Leckie Ewing's picture of Killeam village very good. 

September 7. — A rather sleepless night, my heart thump- 
ing for some time. How solemn the idea of its action 
leading to fatal illness. Bright morning, but overcast. 
Returned from Carbeth after spending two and a quarter 
hours in walking. I went very slowly ; the whole road 
beautiful. . . . Mr. G. W. Alexander, new School 
Board Clerk, our guest from Saturday till Monday morning. 
He appears to have enjoyed his visit. He visited Finnich 
Glen, the Pot of Gartness, and walked everywhere in the 
neighbourhood. J. Gr^me Watson with him. . . 
Jfs. Hunter Campbell, Ormidale. dead. 
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September 14. — Spritigburn deputation claiming amalga- 
mation with Glasgow School Board. Almost no sleep last 
night. This morning, sky a fiery red towards the east 
. . A kind note from Sir A. Mitchell. 
September 17. — At High School yesterday, distribution 
of "leaving" certificates — said a few words, — a fine set of 
boys. . , , Spent a good part of the day making up 
bundles of heather, etc., for School Board clerks. 

Septetnber 24. — The stream full and cheerful in the 
morning light. The men busy threshing corn. Distributed 
the newspapers that were brought by the forenoon train. 
At Highland Society meeting to see applicants for bur- 
saries, and then at School Board to meet delegates aboul 
the Endowment Boards being more liberal as to books fc 
VI. Standard. 

September 30 {Friday). — Spent the day — which was char- 
acterized by heavy showers at intervals of half an hour or 
so — trying to frame some remarks for the meeting of the 
East Park Home on Monday, and cutting off some branches 
of trees that overhung the field opposite Little Boquhan. 

October 6. — At 3 o'clock at East Park Home. On the 
whole a good meeting, but my remarks were not given 
in the newspapers. I thought that there was some- 
thing that might have told for good. . , . On 
Tuesday morning went to Stirling. . . . Talked witltj 
F— — - about Cawnpore massacre, awful history. 
Called on the Gibsons. The Stirling Educational Ti 
meeting not important. At a meeting of the Bustni 
Committee of the University in J. B. Fleming's office 
very important. 

October 8. — Yesterday in town ; a dull showery day.' 

Deliver us in Thy mercy from peevishness. 
October 1 5. — Went to the laying of the memorial 
stone (Canal Boatmen's Institute) by Provost Muii 
Leonard Gow's remarks very good, . . It Is who! 

some but not always pleasing to visit the poor. 

October 19. — At Parkhall : dull morning, but milder. 
Yesterday morning severe frost, ice three-eighths of an inch 
thick in basin outside. A glorious sunset on Monday 
evening. Rather solicitous in leaving town to face 
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cold of the country. The leaves being showered down. 
Declined invitation to London to Captain A. 
Campbell Connal's marriage to Emily Hope Bell ; sent a 
book of photographs to her. . . Finished the stoiy 

of Cawnpore by Captain Mowbray Thomson. ... At 
page 168 there is the passage referring to the two 
Hendersons on the occasion of the embarkation and the 
treachery and the murder, 27th June, 1857. 

October 22. — Affected to think of the places in Pales- 
tine being the abode of the God man, Christ Jesus, 
1900 years ago. 

October 27. — Had to say something sharp to a young 
lady, about Baron Hirsch giving his gains in horse 
racing to good objects. Saw a dense crowd in Hope 
Street waiting the result of a race in England ; a 
sad feature. Saw Mr. John Young when at the College 
and Rev. Dr. Dickson about the book printed 1535. - . . 
Wrote Lamont (schoolmaster) about Tennyson. His ad- 
miration of him is a little extravagant. 

October 28. — The country flooded about Kirkintilloch ; 
sheets of water like an inland lake. 

November 2. — On Monday in town. Heard of the loss 
of two or three persons in the " Roumania," off the 
coast of Portugal, known indirectly to me — John Flem- 
ing's grandson, Nicol the Chamberlain's son, young Miss 
Dunlop of the Craigton family. 

November 6. — Went to Dr. Reith's in the forenoon. 
Heard the newly appointed Professor of Hebrew, Geoi^e 
A. Smith. His text John xii. 36. Some interesting 
remarks about the alternation of light and darkness. . . . 
The observation of Darwin of his indifference to poetry, 
music, painting, from disuse. It might have saved him 
this being once a week invited to read poetry, etc He 
drew from this the constant living upon Christ. 

November y. — P. A. Henderson, by a letter received this 
morning from Oxford, has sold Broom to Mr. Morries 
Stirling. It is a sad blow to sentiment. My poor uncle, 
John Wright, was known as " Broom," These traditions 
are passing away. ... I would have liked to think over 
the matter as to the house where my mother was bom. 
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November g. — 1 see the death of John Charles 
Steele, M.D., aged 71, on 6th Nov. at Guy's Hospital, 
Medical Superintendent. This recalls the visit of Mr. 
Dobree to Virginia Buildings before my uncle's death, 
when Dr. Steele was removed to London from the Royal: 
Infirmary. 

November 19. — At School Board, Thursday, Dr.j 
Munro still critically ill. F. L. Robertson ill ; ft 
something else wrong besides the dregs of influenza. Al 
the lecture on Thursday evening by Captain Lugard.! 
Pushed to propose vote of thanks to Sir W. Renny Wal 
as chairman. 

November 20. — . . . F. L. Robertson is in a critii 
state, 

November 29. — Yesterday at 12 at Chamber of Cora-1 
merce. I was the oldest member there. . On 

Saturday at Bazaar on behalf of Queen Margaret College, 
Got away as fast as possible to Dr. Munro's funer^ 
Sir J. N. Cuthbertson and Mr. Blackie in same cai 
with me. . . . F. L, Robertson very ill. 

December 3. — At the Festival in St. Andrew's Halls 
Ancient Shepherds — Lord Elgin in the chair in place 
Lord Aberdeen. Left early ; wearied. 

December 9. — . F. L. Robertson made 

by the doctors this morning that there was no hope. How 
sad, ... A fancy ball to-night for poor mu 
When there is so much distress from want of employment, 
this appears out of place and incongruous. 

December 1 2 {Monday'). — When 1 was at the momii 
meeting yesterday, heard that Dr. F. L. Robertson 
dead. No service in his church. . Could not hel| 

reflecting on Dr. Robertson's career. 

December 2 2, — Went to the Lord Provost's conver' 1 
sazione in the Municipal Buildings at 7. A great number 
of people from the several wards of the city. Knew 
very few. Left early and went to the address by Sir F. 
Pollock on "Archaics in Modern Law." Thankfi 

to get home, as 1 went only to show face and fulfil wl 
1 felt to be a duty. ... On Tuesday in the after- 
noon at Charity Organization Societj', Merchants' Hall- 
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Duke of Montrose in the chair. The Bella- 

houston Bequest Trustees have made a fair beginning. 

December 23. — Suggested Dr. W. H. Hill as a suitable 
man to be placed in the position of overlooking the 
business of the three endowments. 

Decetnber 27. — At Stirling's Library about the Bella- 
houston Bequest There appears a desire to go to the 
Corporation Galleries, if vacated for the new building at 
Kelvingrove. In my judgment matters are not ripe for 
looking at the position of the library. The existence of 
three libraries so close to each other is exercising busy- 
bodies in the Corporation and elsewhere. Lawrence Hill, 
C.K., dead. 

December 28. — Dr. A. A. Bonar died yesterday. A 
man who was prepared to enter the Eternal World 
more than most men. 
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January i. — Pleased with the Logan and Johnston 
School of Domestic Economy. 

January 4. — This morning, along with Dean of Guild, 
Guthrie Smith, and Mr. M'Corquodale, met Sir James King 
and Ex-Provost Ure about Stirling's Library's claim on 
Bellahouston Trust Heavy fall of snow. At the School 
Board about the report on teachers and teaching. Found 
my way to Sighthill to mark my respect for Dr. A. A. 
Bonar. A large funeral, but an inclement day. 

January J. — Visited the exhibition of instruments of 
torture ; a very painful display of human fiendishness. 
Visited the court-yard behind the Saracen Head Inn. 
Interested in a stone with the date 1761 on it. . 
Have had some correspondence with Mr, F. T. Barrett as 
to a modest beginning of district libraries. 

January 1 1. — Received to-day copy of New 

York Herald of 28th Dec, detailing the laying of memorial 
stone of the Cathedral of St. John by Bishop Potter. Can 
this be the man who was my guest in 1838 after the 
Queen's coronation ? 

January 1 3. — Went to the distribution of medals to 
Volunteers of twenty years' service by Major General 
Annesley. The physique of the men very fine, 

January 1 8. — Asked by R. Balloch formally to continue 
Convener of Foreign Affairs Committee, Chamber of 
Commerce. . . . 

January 23. — Lent Mr. Glashan books to assist Dr. 
Paton of the High School in replying to an inquiry as 
to the naming of Buchanan Street, and as to the meaning 



of the City Arms. ... Sir Thomas M'Clure dead. 
James Dunlop's (of Tollcross) funeral to-day. 

January 2$. — An interesting lecture by E. A. Maund, of 
King's- Langley, Mashonaland, in Chamber of Commerce. 
Returned thanks at the request of the President. Yesterdaj' 
at first meeting of the Secondary Education Board ; a 
difficult problem. 

February 9. — Dr. W. G. Blackie pushed me by a letter 
to fall in with the proposal to collect memorials 
of the Disruption for the Jubilee in May. ... On 
Saturday at 1 1 at the distribution of prizes for drawing 
to pupil teachers in Dr. Dymock's old class-room. 

February 10. — ■ When institutions get into 

the hands of public bodies, you do not know where you 
are. 

February 11. — Mr. Paton of the Corporation Galleries of 
Art promises help as to the Ecclesiastical Exhibition in 
Edinburgh. ... I cannot tell how soon 1 may be 
called away with all my work unfinished. 

February 13. — Saw Mr. Faton this morning and paved 
the way ; afterwards wrote Mr. Taylor Innes. 

February 18. — A declinature from Professor Storj-, as 
to the Carstairs relics (thumbscrew, etc.). Explained to 
Mr, Archibald Craig this morning more fully what I 
indicated on Friday, as to an element of elasticity in the 
salaries of Professors under the ordinances. 

February 24, — Kippen Churchyard to be closed, advertise- 
ment in to-day's Herald. Went by tram to try 
and get to the Flower Show at Napiershall, SprJngbank. 
Missed my way in the dingy, populous district 
Met [G. M.] Grierson this morning. He spoke of the 
death of his son by cholera ; a telegram being laid on 
their breakfast table when at Dunblane announcing it, 
when a letter had been received the day before written 
in good spirits. . . . Sad at heart [about politics]. 
If Gladstone's Home Rule Bill is defeated it will remain 
an element of bitterness, to be pushed forward again and 
again. It may issue in the course of years in Romish 
supremacy in Ireland ; it may be in civil war. 

March 2. — Sad at heart as to the proceedings at the 
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School Board. The opposition to the Bill about to 
be brought in (about Day Industrial Schools), by the 
agitation of Edinburgh people, overcome by only five 
voting for the opposition at the Board against eight. The 
Bill is fraught with mischief. It makes the Protestant and 
R. C. able to dip their hands in the public purse of the 
School Board to support denominational and truant schools, 
and it looks as if the measure of 1872 was fast losing the 
national character it originally had. Sad at heart, nothing 
but changes for the worse. . Yesterday morning 

at Burgh Committee on Secondary Education. The whole 
scope of the measure is unsatisfactory.. The men who have 
adopted the idea of education, free from top to bottom, will 
likely carry their point, but the pendulum will by-and-by 
swing the other way. . . Reluctant to go to Lafayette, 

photographer, but succumbed to his request. ... At 
3.30 at Business Committee, University, till near 6. This 
Committee has opened up to me new ideas about the 
University. 

March 3. — Went up to the inspection of the manual 
instruction class by Captain Griffiths at 1 2.45 in City 
Public School. He urged me to have more of such classes. 
Struck with the brightness of the boys. ... At public 
meeting of the Christian Literature Society for China. Dr. 
Swanson spoke. His speech very good about 

literary distinction in China. Dr. Edkins spoke of the 
Emperor learning English — a little girl's primer given him. 
Matters settling into shape as to the Exhibition of Disruption 
and other relics, by a letter from A. Taylor Innes. 

March 7. — Rose at 6. Feeling solicitous about the relic 
memorials of the Disruption movement as involving expense 
and responsibility. . . . Shook hands with Cochran - 
Patrick when he was going into the Western Club. 

March 9. — At University General Council meeting. 
Asked to preside, and conducted the business till 2.45. 

March 10. — At the distribution of prizes at Martyrs' 
School. Pleased with the children. Two of them sang 
correctly and sweetly Mendelssohn's " Cauld Blast." 

March II. — "To do the will of Christ is rest" "Thou 
wilt keep him in perfect peace (margin, peace, peace). 
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whose mind (thought or imagination) is stav-ed on Thee 
because he trusteth in Thee" (Isaiah xxvi. 3). "The 
peace of God, which passeth all understanding, shall keq> 
your hearts and minds through Christ Jesus " (Fhilippii 
iv. 7). "Guard your hearts and your thoughts" (R.V,). 

March I3. — Day bright, but cold. Walked down 
church. In Argyle Street and Trongate the streets broken 
up, and labourers working at the underground railway. 

March \ 3. — Too many things pressing on me. Declined 
Lord Provost's invitation for 27th instant. 

March 16. — Had little or no sleep last night Thunder 
and lightning at z a,m. ... At the Conference of 
Deputies about Sabbath Schools. John Wibon was re- 
calling that I was the only surviving trustee of the church 
in London Street; trust constituted 3rd January, 1845. 

March 20. — At 6 o'clock (Monday) telegram reached me 
from Dr. M'Arthur, Winnipeg : — " John Leckie Ewing died 
yesterday." Telegraphed to Dollar. 

March 2 1 . — Telegraphed Winnipeg, to do what was right 
— to secure ground for interment, etc. Wrote J. L. E.*s 
widow. 

March 24. — Yesterday evening went with some reluctance 
to meeting of Evening Classes in Albion Halls. Said 
something about Lord Kelvin and William Little, and 
about James Watt's walk through the Green. At the 
School Board Property Committee, bringing in the electric 
light into the principal rooms. 

March 30. — Fell in the middle of the street opposite 
School Board Offices, having tripped when coming off the 
curbstone. Too late to hear about the experience of 
Mr. Scott Moncrieff as to the Jews in Palestine. . 
At Chamber of Commerce on Monday at 1 1 about asking 
Mr. Goschen to speak on the currency question. He had 
declined the invitation. 

March 31. — Feel very tired; my natural strength much 
abated. Yet I bless God that I am spared to do something. 

April I. — Interested in the family of Glas ; secured the 
coat of arms, registered 1812 ; Sauchie sold in 1750. 

Aprii 4. — Went to meeting in Merchants' Hall about 
the Home Rule Bill. A most enthusiastic and crowded 



AKT. 75] 



351 



meeting — Sir W. Renny Watson in the chair. Mr. Goschen 
spoke for a few minutes. A. Sandeman showed me some 
MSS. of Mr. Glas-i . . Fine weather. JoKn Wilson 

called to know the shortest way to the Whangie. Directed 
him to the Milngavie railway. ]Met Dr. M'Leod, Govan, on 
Monday afternoon in Hanover Street. Exchanged opinions 
about Gladstone and his revolutionary measures. Feel a 
great failure of strength, 

April ro. — At Property Committee. Surrendered Little 
Dovehill to the School Board on the condition of £2^ 
being annually paid for prizes for religious knowledge in 
connection with the Board, and that a stone be put up as 
a memorial of the Andersons of the Dovehill, and referring 
to Sir John Moore as their descendant. 

April I 3. — Mary M'Dougall, an old friend, died at Harro- 
gate. Archibald Sandeman has secured for me the loan 
of Donald CargiU's Bible for the Exhibition. 

April I J. — Wrote Joseph Bain about mill on the Molen- 

dinar. Very much cut by 's note about the memorial 

scheme. I have no time or strength to go and explain 
things to him. If the forty men to whom 1 have applied 
for a guarantee act in the same way, it will barely be 
a success. With Professor T. M, Lindsay for an 

hour about the memorial movement. 

April 1 8. — Wrote Patrick Welsh about the " Broom " 
— a haphazard step, now or never. 

April 19. — At Sailors' Orphan Society at 2.30. Said a 
few words, but very tired afterwards. Sent off twenty-three 
circulars about F.C. memorials. 

April 2\. — Awake since 4 a.m. this morning. Thought 
of many things. " What time my heart is in perplexity do 
Thou me lead unto the Rock that higher is than I." Had 
a letter from P. Welsh about the "Broom." , . , Met 
G. B. Young with J. H. Kerr as to the property. Little 
Dovehill. . On Thursday, zoth, resigned the chair- 

manship of the Regality Club. Professor Ferguson of the 
University appointed. 

April 22. — Wrote P. Welsh, The buyer of "Broom" 
dech'nes to part with it. . . Went over in the mom- 

' Rev. John Clas, founder of tbe Glassites. 
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would be a strange thing if Mr, Monies Stirling, agreed 
to surrender " Broom." 

May 13, — Saw Mr. Paton, Corporation Galleries — 
apparently the Exhibition looks like being a success. Had 
a letter yesterday from A. Taylor Innes. Went for a few 
minutes to Townhead School. The boys and girls from 
all parts of Stirlingshire stood up that I might see them. 
Yesterday at Hutchesons' Girls' School. ... A distinct 
refusal to entertain the proposal to part with " Broom." 

May 19. — At the School Board, the remarks of 

and , as to the public meeting of the Board being a 

sham, shameful. The two Assemblies have met. 

I pray that a spirit of wisdom and of love may be 
given them. . . The Jubilee Memorial Collection is 

favourably noticed by the Press. What am I that I 
should be spared ? that I should have put into my hands 
to do what I believe may do good ? 

May 20. — Got catalogue of F.C. Memorial Exhibition — 
some errors. Spoke to Mr. Hutton about Napoleon, Visited 
panorama of Waterloo on my way home. 

M<^ 24. — At 1 1 at Burgh Committee, then at Chamber 
of Commerce about the Australian Banks' suspension. . . . 
Trying to get information about Queen Margaret Street 
School site. 

May 26. — Walked down the garden at Parkhall about 
7 this morning— pleased to see the urn' so well restored. 
It reminds me of the place of my birth in Miller Street. 
Everything beautiful — the foliage of the trees bright green 
and massive in its luxuriance. Left the city yesterday 
at 4.43. . . . Some solicitude at the School Board 
as to the policy of the Free Education party as to freeing 
more schools. This Free Education will ere long cause 
a revolt in the minds of parents who do not wish their 
children to be mixed up with those socially inferior to 
them, 

Me^ 31. — Sent L. Thomson £1, which I would have 
paid her good uncle. Alex. Stewart,* had he lived. Pained 

' Urn taken from the house occupied for many years by William 
Coimal, and where Sir Michael was boro- 
'Long gardener a( Parkhall. 
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master in the School Board Offices on Monday last Wrote 
Mr. D. M'Arthur about J. L. Ewingfs headstone at Winnipeg. 

June 14 {Wednesday), — At home all day overlooking 
tradesmen taking down arch over the stables. Walked up 
to Mrs. Paul's and saw the field under cultivation. Yester- 
day at Finance Committee, and saw Keppie, of John 
Honeyman & Keppie, as to additions to stables. Thankful 
to get the various articles back which had been lent for 
the Exhibition at Edinburgh. Monday at Teachers Com- 
mittee and at 16 Lynedoch Crescent 

June 17 {Saturday), — Walked down to the well now in 
course of construction — glorious morning and the view all 
round very beautiful. Yesterday signed the Trust Deed 
of the Spoutmouth Bible Institute. . . . Wrote Mr. 
D. M*Arthur to put a modest headstone over the gjrave [of 
John Leckie Ewing], 
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SKETCH OF CONNAL FAMILY. 



Michael Conna], eldest son of Patrick Connal, was bom 3rd February, 
1751. He was a merchant and p.-inner in the Stirling Banking Com* 
pany, of which bis relative William Christie was one of the founders. 
He was a keen politician and took an active interest in all the affairs 
of the borough. He married, 4th November, 1775, Marion G I as, daughter 
of John Glas of Stirling, by his wife Marion Burn. For their descendants, 
see Table A. 

Michael Connal was three times Provost of Stirling between 1803 and 
1813. He died during his Provostship, i;th November, 1812. Through bis 
mother's family he had an hereditary connection with the municipality of 
Stirling. His great-grandfather was James Christie (brother of the Laird 
of SherilTmui Hands), who succeeded Colonel John Erskinc of Carnock as 
Provost of Stirling in 1709. From that year till 1711 the names Erskine 
and Christie appear time about as holders of this office. Provost James 
Christie married, 4th May, 1694, Margaret, daughter of Thomas Walker 
of Craigs of Plean, and had, besides other children — 

I. James, bom 169;, married Catherine, daughter of Francis Napier, 

Provost of Stirling, 1696 (descended from John Napier of 

Merchiston, inventor of logarithms). 
3. ThoRias, born 1697, solicitor, Dean of Guild 1740, Town-Clerk 

1743, married Mary, daughter of John Watson of Woodend, 

and was ancestor of the Christies of Uurie. 

3. William, bom 1699, Provost of Stirling 1743, and subsequently. 

He married Margaret, daughter of William Edmonstone of Cam- 
buswallace, Perthshire (descended from "Duntreath"), who in 
173; constructed the walk round the Castle Rock of Stirling 
known as the " Back Walk." 

4. Christian, second daughter, married Michael Downie, and bad a 
daughter, Isobel, bom 34th May, 1731, married in 1749 to 
Patrick Connal of Stirling. 
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Patrick Connal was descended from a iJEunily which had been farmers 
and small landowners for several generations in the western districts of 
Stirlingshire. He was bom in 171 5, and was the son of John Connal 
(who had a lease of the £arm of Touch, parish of St Ninians), by his 
wife Agnes Wilson. 

Patrick Connal was the first of the Connals who settled in Stirling, 
where he was admitted a burgess and guild brother, loth June, I749» 
soon after his marriage. 

By his wife Isobel Downie, he had four sons and five daughters. 
The second daughter, Agnes, bom 1754, married Alexander Peebles of 
the parish of Bo'ness, but had no family. The others died unmarried. 
The sons 



1. Michael, of whom already (357). For descendants, see Table A, 

2. John, bom 1756, married Christian Arthur, by whom he had five 

sons, four of whom died in early life. 

Michael, the survivor, went to New Zealand, where he mar- 
ried, and is believed to have descendants. 

3. Ebenezer, bom 1760, merchant in South Carolina, died there un- 

married in 17S6. 

4. Patrick, bom 1764, was ordained minister of the Original Seces- 

sion Church, Bathgate, 1787. He married Miss Roberton, 
daughter of Roberton of Lauchope, Lanarkshire, and had two 
daughters. One died in early life; the other, Janet, married 
the Rev. Thomas Gordon, minister of Falkirk; but had no 
family. 



APPENDIX B. 

FAMILY OF WILLIAM WRIGHT OF BROOM. 

William Wright of Broom, bom 13th September, 1741, was for some 
time in the army. He succeeded his eldest brother, John Wright of 
Torbrex, who died unmarried in 1792, in the lands of Torbrex, Know, etc 
Wm. Wright married, in June, 1789, Frances, daughter of Captain Hugh 
Stevenson, descended fi^m an old Stirling family, and died in 18 12, 
leaving a son, John Wright of Broom and Torbrex, and two daughters, 
Frances, married to WiUiam Connal, and Eliza, married to Michael 
Connal, both sons of Provost ConnaL 

The Wrights were known by the name of "Pin" Wrights, from a 
tradition that their ancestor was the Wright who removed the pin or 
wedge from the bridge at the batUe of Stirling in 1297. See Table B. 
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APPENDIX C 

FAMILY OF WILLIAM LECKIE EWING OF ARNGOMERY. 

William Leckie Ewing of Amgomery married Eleanora, dauf^hter of 
John MTarlan of Ballincleroch. Their children were — 

1. Christian, married Archibald Robertson, with issue. 

2. Isabella, married Rev. W. L. MTarlan, no family. 

3. Robert, married Margaret Burrows, with issue. 

4. Jean Eleanora, married Thomas M. Fielding, with issue. 

5. John, married Anna Maria Watson, with issue. 

6. Janet Buchanan, died unmarried, nth October, 1873. 

7. Helen Catherine, married Sir Michael Connal, no family. 

8. Mary Elizabeth, unmarried. 

9. Eleanora, married John M. Macdonald, with issue. 

10. Mary Anne Matilda, married, first, James F. Watson, who died 
April, 1883 ; secondly, March 1886, R. Smart, M.D., who died 
December, 1886. 
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FIRM OF WILLIAM CONNAL & CO. 

Dr. J. O. Mitchell has kindly permitted me to make the following 
extracts from his excellent pamphlet, *'The Auld Hoose" of William 
Connal & Co., in which in his unique way he has given a full and 
interesting account of the firm for 170 years. He says no firm in 
Glasgow, — not many firms anywhere, — has so long a pedigree. It dates 
from 1722, and was founded by Andrew Cochrane of Brighouse, Provost 
of Glasgow (1745). Provost Cochrane's original firm was (i) Andrew 
Cochrane & Co. ; subsequently he formed a partnership with Provost 
John Murdoch, his wife's brother, under the style of (2) Cochrane, Murdoch 
& Co. They were, to begin with, Virginia merchants and shipowners. In 
1750, in conjunction with other leading merchants, they founded the 
Glasgow Arms Bank. In 1762 Wm. Cuninghame (afterwards of Lain- 
shaw), who had been brought up in the business, became the principal 
partner, and the title of the firm was changed to (3) Wm. Cuninghame & 
Co. In 1772 Wm. Cuninghame and his partners, Alexander Houston of 
Jordanhill, and Robert Bogle of Shettleston, assumed Robert Findlay 
(nephew of Wm. Cuninghame), and the firm became (4) Cuninghame, 
Findlay & Co. In 1774 the firm had great good fortune. Cuninghame 
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was able to build himseir for town house the stately Lainsbaw mansion, 
now tbe front of the Royal Exchange, and to buy the Ayrshire estate of 
Lainsbaw and other lands in other shires, Findlay bought the property 
of EasterhiU and a house in Miller Street, then one of the best houses in 
Glasgow (the house in which Sir Michael Connal was born, and behind 
which is still the office of Wm. Connal & Co.). In 1780 Cuninghame, 
Houston, and liogle retired, and the business passed into the hands 
of Findlay under the firm of (5) Robert Findiay & Co. In 1789 tbe 
style became (6) Findlay, Hopkirk & Co., this Hopkirk being James 
Hopkirk of Dalbeth. It was at this time that the firm drifted into the 
West India trade, and to this West India connection their successors 
owe their present hold of the sugar trade. 

In 1803 Robert Findlay died, and the tinn became (7) Findlay, DufTA 
Co. They now became foreign produce brokers, the largest in Glasgow- 
The partners of Findlay, Duff S Co. were Robert Findiay (11. of Easter- 
bill), James Buchanan (afterwards of tSlairvaddicb), Richard Dennisioun 
of Kelvingrove, Colin M'Lauchlan, and Wm. Duff (a Banff man, after- 
wards sent to Liverpool to open a branch house there). In 1S12 Findlay, 
Duff & Co. assumed William Connal, son of Michael Connal, Provost of 
Stirling, and in 1822 the firm became (8) Findlay, Connal & Co. In the 
crisis of 1826 Findlay, Connal & Co. failed, and, after some interim 
arrangements, was split up into four distinct firms, Robert Findlay Sl Son, 
J. & J. Wright, Wm. Angus & Co., and William Connal. The first three 

(9) William ConnaL The business grew on bis hands, especially in 
sugar and tea. The sugar was a legacy from the old West India days of 
Findlay, Hopkirk & Co. ; tbe tea was Kirkman Finlay's doing. There 
was a time when tea came into the Clyde by cargoes, and the London 
mail came down crammed with buyers to Connal's sales. To facilitate 
the trade, William Connal built in York Street a great bonded lea waTV- 
house, then the finest privately owned in Europe or America. William 
Connal was in various enterprises outside his own business. Like his 
partner, Robert Findlay (!!.), he was an original partner in the Clyde 
Shipping Company, formed In 1S14. In partnership with Messrs. Ross, 
Corbett St. Co. of Greenock, be started a line of Calcutta clippers, the 
" Bucephalus," the " Argaum," and the " Deogaum," which made famous 
passages but infamous dividends. William Connal was also an original 
partner in tbe Cunard Company, holding 116 shares against 30 and 55 
held by James and George Bums respectively. 

William Connal carried on the business in his own name tit! 184S, when 
he assumed as partners his nephews Michael Connal (Sir Michael) and 
William Connal (now of Solsginb, son of his eldest brother, Patrick 
Connal), and Robert Cochran. With ihem he formed the existing lirm of 
(10) William Connal & Co. William Connal, senior, died in 1856. At the 
time of his death he was Dean of Guild for the second time. The Dean 
of Guildship was hereditary in his 6rm. Kobcn Findlay (I.) bad been 
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Barony Church, 262, 292. 
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Barr, Thomas M., 186. 

Barrett, F. T., 279, 347. 

Beaconsfield, Lord, 149, 191. 

Beatson, G. B. M., 218. 

Beatton, John, 119. 

Beavor, Miss, 88. 

Begg, Rev. Dr. James, 336. 

Beith, Rev. Dr. Alexander, 76. 

Bel&st, Visit to, 60, 88. 

Bell, James, 335. 

Bell, Sheriff, 143. 

Bernard, Sir Charles, 268. 

Berry, Sheriff, 262, 275, 28a 

Beveridge, Dr. and Mrs., 47, 57, 227. 

Binnie, Robert, 125, 287. 
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Blackburn, Mrs., of Killeam, 248. 
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Brcadalbane, Marquis of, 31, 230. 
Bremner, G. W. M*E., 303. 
Bright, John, 202, 291. 
British Archzeological Association, 278. 
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Brougham, Lord, 14, 15. 
Brown, Colin, 239, 273, 289. 

Brown, Rev. David, 54, 55, 231, 259, 
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Brown, Hugh, 230. 
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Brown, Sir Richard, 84, 93. 
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Bruce, Dr. J. Collingwood, 260, 28a 

Bruce, Sir G. B., 279. 

Bryant, ^^lliam Cullen, 58, 154. 

Bryce, Dr. John, 33, 149. 

Bryce, J. D., 114, 321. 

Buchanan, Dr. Andrew, 108, 146. 

Buchanan, Dugald, Diary of, 48. 

Buchanan, George, 113, 28a 
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Buchanan, Dr. John, 130, 170. 

Buchanan, President-elect U.S., 107. 
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Buchanan, Rev. Dr. Robert, 57, 149, 
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Buchanan, Thomas, 113. 
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Buchanan- Kincaid, Mrs., 173, 185. 
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Burd, Miss, 100. 
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Burke, T. H., Murder of, 197. 
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Bums, Sir George, 262, 293. 
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Buxton, Sir Thomas Fowell, Life of, 75. 
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Caird, Professor Edward, 220, 297. 
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Adam, Dr., 312. 

Adam, Lord, 166, 203. 

Agricultural Association, 297. 

Aikman, Rev. Dr. Logan, 168. 
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Aitken, Adam, 283. 

Aitken, Robert, 308. 
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Albert, Prince, 42; Visit to Glasgow, 
76; Death of, 123. 

Albert Victor, Prince, 24X 

Alexander, Edward, of Powis, 127. 

Alexander, G. W., 332, 339. 

Alexander, Sir J. £., 127, 128, 135, 
159, 169, 171, 178, 220. 

Alexander IL of Russia, Death of, 190. 

Alexander's School, 246. 

Allan, Alexander, 289. 

Alison, Sir Archibald, 206. 

Alston, J. Carfirae, 259, 287. 

Alston, J. P., of Muirbom, 321. 

Anderson, Dr. Andrew, 138. 

Anderson, George, M.P., 22a 

Anderson, Henry, 227. 

Andrews, Professor, 163. 

Annesley, Major General, 347. 

Arabi Pasha, 198. 

Arbothnots of Ballikinrain, 162. 

Argyll, Duke of, 218, 304. 
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Amgomery, 129, 198, 205, 229, 265, 

279. 321. 
Arnold, Dr., Letters of, 57. 

Amott, Dr. Walker, 70, 73, 79, 80, 86, 
242. 

Arran, Visit to, 67, 82. 

Arrol, Sir WUliam, 288. 

Arthur, James, of Barshaw, 223. 

Ashe, ReT. R. P., 257. 

Ashley, Lord (see Lord Shaftesbury), 84. 

Athenaeum, Opening, 274, 295, 298. 

Atlantic telegraph, 107, iii. 

Ayr, Visit to, 8a 

D'Aubign6, Jean H. M., 57. 

Babington, Professor, 55. 

Baccarat scandal, 322. 

Baiiie^ The, 173, 178. 

Bain, Sir James, 237, 294. 

Bain, Joseph, 351. 

Baird, J. G. A., M.P., 245, 287, 309, 

337. 
Baird, James, Death of, 162. 

Balfour, A. J., 328. 

Balfour, Dr. Bayley, 55, 58* 67, 71. 98. 

Balfour, Isaac B. , Professor of Botany, 

179, 184, 191. 220- 
Balfour, Lord, of Burleigh, 203, 250, 

260, 261, 266, 267, 209, 292, 326, 

328. 

Balfron, Ghpening of reading-room, 
library, 182. 

Ball, Pivtfessor Sir R., 207. 

Ballinderoch, 127, 129. 

Ballindalloch, Barony of, 337. 



Loch Kalrine, Si ; London (l)i5o)i 
3S, 84, 85 ; Interest in botany, 
geology, etc., 88; Visit to Bel&sC, 
SS, ^ ; Commissioner Geneial As- 
sembly, 93 J Self-criticism, 95 ; Visit 
to Staffs and lona, 95 ; Lecture on 
the antiquities of Dovebill, 103 ; 
Pukhal], to3 ; Stirling's Library, 
Director of, 104; His uncle William 
Connal's death, 105 ; Interest in 
disch&t^ed prisoners, loj ; President 
Sttilingaliiie Society, 107 ; Director 
of N. S. Savings Bank, lOQ; Paik- 
hall, Re-purcluse of, III ; Visit 
to, 113; Muriage, 117; Justice of 
Peace, 117; Love of flowers, 128; 
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Convener of Foreign Aflairs Com- 
mittee, Chamber of Commerce, 347 ; 
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Connal, Patrick, 98. 
Connat, Patrick (1749), 14Z, 196. 
Connal, Robert N. C, 2S8. 
Connal-Rowan, George Frands, a6j. ' 
Connal-Rowan, P. F„ 257, 260, 364. ' 
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Sic Michael), 34, loi, 152; Death of, 

158. 
Connal, Mrs. Alexander, 354. 
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of. 33. 34, 35- 
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Constantine, Grand Duke, 67. 
Cooper, James, 318. 
Cooper, W. S., of Failford, 212. 
Cooper, Mrs., of BalUndalloch, 347. 
Cooper, Misa, of BalUndalloch, 160. 
Copland, James (R^ter House), 213. 
Cowan, John, 228, 268. 
Craig, Archibald, 348. 
Ciaig, Deacon Convener, 102. 
Craighill, Lord (John Millar), I29. 152, 
153, 165, 166, 177, 199, 206,224, *8i. 
Craik, Henry, 172. 
Crarae Quarry Disaster, 348. 
Crimea, lOl, 103. 
Cross, Richard A. (Lord Cross), 164, 

224, 225, 226. 
Cruikshank, Matthew, 2114. 
Cnim, Alexander, of Thomliebank, 297. 
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Cnnnmghain, Alkn, 16 ; Soo of, 16. 

CmmiDgham, Andrew, 249. 

Cuthbertson, Sir J. N., 178, 180^ 192, 
195, 204, poisim. 

Cyprus, 170. 

Dale, David, 21 1. 

Dalglish, R., 114, 136, 188. 

Dallinger, Principal, 196. 

" Daphne ** disaster, 205. 

Darwin, ProfessorC R., Biography, 27a 

Deane, Sir James Parker, 226, 29a 

Deas, Lord, 204, 205. 

Dickson, Rev. Professor, D.D., 169, 

192, 196, 258, 267, 341. 
Dickson, Sheriff, Death of, 164. 
Disestablishment, 161. 

Disraeli, Benjamin (see under Lord 
Beaconsfield). 

Disruption, The, 5a 

Dods, Rev. Dr. Marcus, 179, 204. 

Donald, C. D., 218, 289* 506, 335, 336. 

Dougall, Dr., 327. 

Douglas, Lord, 76. 
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Dovehill church, 83. 

Drummond, Professor Henry, 257, 260, 

a97. 
Duff, Rev. Dr., 10, 79, 166. 

Duke Street Reformatory, Riot in, 195. 
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Duncan, J. Dalrymple, 303, 311. 

Dunlop, Colin, 298. 

Dunlop, James, 348. 

Dunlop, Miss, 341. 

Dunoon, Mr., 8. 

Dyer, Professor, of Tokio, 249. 

I^rmock, Dr., 24 ; Pupils of, 119^ 159. 

Eadie, Rev. Dr., 79; Funeral of, 162, 
210, 227. 

Earl's Seat, 125. 

East Park Home, 34a 

Ecclesiastical Exhibition (Free Church) 
in Edinburgh, 348, 349, 352, 353, 355. 

Edinburgh, 41 ; Queen's visit to (1842), 

42, 71. 72. 
Edinburgh, Duke of, 129 ; Marriage of, 

150, 226. 



Edmonstone, Sir Ardiibakl, 281. 
Edmonstooe, Sir William, 157, 159, 

267, 276. 
Egerton, Lord, of Tattoo, 249. 
Elder, Mrs., 235. 
Elgin, Lord, 274, 278, 342. 
Emerson, Ralph Waldo, 7a 
Endrickfield, 162, 163. 
Established Church, 238. 
Eugenie, Empress of Frendi, 119. 
Ewing, Alexander Crum, 324. 
Ewing, Sir A. Orr, 182, 292, 308, 311, 

326, 327. 

Ewing, H., 298. 

Ewing, H. E. Crum, 202. 

Ewing, John Leckie, 350, 355. 

Ewing, Peter, 56. 

Ewing, R. Leckie, 309, 326. 

Ewing, William, I la 

Ewing, William Leckie, 198, 199, 211, 
265 ; Family of, 36a 

Ewing, Mrs. Leckie, Funeral of, 186. 

Ewing, Edith Orr, 168. 

Ewing, Ella Orr, 169. 

Ewing, Helen (Lady Connal), 124. 

Ewing, Janet, 148. 

Eye Infirmary, 86, 236. 

Eyre, Archbishop, 280, 307, 335. 

Fairplay^ 239^ 
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Faithfull, Emily, 119, 171. 
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Ferguson, J., 326. 

Ferguson, Professor, 202, 351. 
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Fielding, T. M., 128, 129, 222, 312. 

Fielding, Mrs., 320. 

Findlay, Charles B., Death of, 167. 

Findlay, R., of Easterhill, 123. 

Findlay, T. D., 313, 320. 
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Finnieston House, 168. 

Fisher, John, 29. 

Fleming, Dr., 56. 

Fleming, J. S., 1 27. 

Fletcher, Archibald, 15a 
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Fletcher of Dunans, 150. 

Fletcher. Milo, of Parkhall, 150. 

Fletcher, Rev. Dr., 119. 

Fletcher, Mra., Autobiography of, 294. 

Forbes, Dr., Bishop of Brechin, 159. 

Forbes, Edward (Naturalist), 333. 

Forestry Exhibition, aio- 

Fonnan, R. B.. 98, 

Foisier, W, E., aoo, 24^ 

Foulis. Dr., 94. 

Fiinchise Bill, 113. 

Fraser, Lord, 381, 291, 

Fiaser, Rev. Dr. Donald, 200. 

Fraser, Sheriff, 166. 

Free Church, 50, 238. 

Free Education, 140, 353, 

Frere, Sir Baltic, 149. 

Gairdoer, Chnrles, LL.D., 148, 320, 
Gaiidner, Professor W. T„ 1S4, 207, 

361. 
Gftlbraith, Andrew, 118. 
Galbraith, T. L. (Stirling), 312. 
Galloway, H. H., Writer, 159, 
Gaidner, Ephraim, lio, 211. 
Garnethill School, 171. 
" Garonne, " Loss of the, 135. 
Garscadden, 81, 8$, 104, 105, 106. 
Gavaui, FalhtT, S6. 
Gawni', Edward, 43, 99. 
Gawne, Alice, 99. 
Gawne, Marion, 57. 
Genera] Assembly (1841), 39. 
Geological Society, 186. 
Gibson, Dr. Charles (Stiriing), 100. 
Gibson, J. C, 123, 255, 319, 
GUberl, Graham, 158. 
Gilbert, Mrs. Graham, 135. 
Gillespie, Andrew, 138. 
Gladstone, W. E., 118, 128, 129, 150, 

184, 223, 240, 244. 
Glas, Captain John, 142. 
Glas, John, Provost of Stirling, 127, 

145. 
Glas, William, 70. 
Glas, Catherine, 1 27. 
Glai, Isabella, 145. 
Glas, Jean (Mrs. Kirltpatrick}, 142. 
Glas, Marion, 251. 



Glasgow, Lord, 21 1. 
Gla^ow Academy, 209. 
Glasgow Benevolent Society, 87. 
Glasgow Exhibition, 259, 277. 
Glasgow Gaelic and English Schoolt 

Society, 38, 85. 
Glasgow Riots, 70. 
Glasgow University Club, 277. 
Glenmurchie, 105. 
Goldsmith, Oliver, 294. 
Gopaul, Rev. P. Rajah, 80, 81. 
Gorbals School. 140. 
Gordon, Dr., 40. 
Goschcn, G. J., 350, 351. 
Gouilay, Robert, 267. 
Gow, Leonard, 340, 
Graham, A, G. Bams, 274. 
Grahame, James, C. A.. 199, 303. 304. 
Graham, John, of Skelmorlie, 149. 
Graham, Rev, Dr. John, of Killeun, 

114. I'S. 
Graham, T. Dunlop, 212. 
Graham, Thomas, Master of the Mint, 

107, 146. ■" 

Graham, W. L., S2. 
Grammar School dinner, 296. 
Grant, A. W., 222. 
Grant, General, 11S8. 
Gram, Mr., 308. 
Grant, Professor, 119, 130, 163, 169, 

244, 275. 
Grant, Sir John P., (40. 
Grant, Mrs., 201. 
Gray, George, 258. 
Gray, Mr., Aboyne, 277. 
Gray, Rev. Hr., 292. 
Greely, Lieutenant, Lecture by, 229. 
Grierson, G. M., 348. 
Gridin's Chemical Museum, 59. 
Guild, J. WyIHe, 190, 197, 247. 
Guthrie, David, 131. 
Guthrie, Rev. Dr., 147, 154, 

Haddow, Rev. John C, 279, 

Haldane Academy, 179. 

Hall, Admiral Sir W. King, K.CB., 

238. 
Hamilton, Buchanan, of Leny, 178. 
Hamilton, Lord George, 2S2. 



O 



^^V tNDBX J 


kamUn. Dc. F. S., 308. 3<8- 






Imperial, Prince, Death of, 181. 
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